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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

As recently as fifty-five years ego, the present Lincoln County,
Oklahome was & pert of the Louisiana Purchase that our govermment
had givan to the red man for his home. No white man was permitted
to own land there. It was inhabited strietly by Indians, except for
& few Negroes that had been brought thers as sleves from the Southern
states east of the Mississippi.

The Indians made their own laws, followed their own customs
end lived in their own way.

After the War bstween the States in 1860, Congress said that
the Indiens must give up some of their land. This land, together with
other tracts which Congress bought from the Indians, became known as
the "Oklehome territory".

White men looked with longing eyes upon this valuable and prac=
tically empty land. They wented to go in and develop the country.
So in 1889 a bill was introdfced into Congress opening Oklahoma to
sattlamant.l The opening was marked by an event known in history as
the "run". People came from all parts of the United States to claim
land for farms and home sites. This is the beginning of the history
of the Negro as a freeman and White man in Oklahoma.

In 1890, the year after the "run", the Oklahoma territory was
divided into counties; and in 1893 the first schools were established.

They were supported by the county and were mixed. The children of

1Smith, Bussel J., Human Use Gsography, Book I, John C. Winston
Compeny, Philadelphia. TO3L, pp. S. =0
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of the white and colored reces attended the seme schools. The teschers

were all white.l

This system of education was followed four years, and in 1897 John
Bmbry, & white Lincoln County Lawyer, introduced a bill in the legisla=-
ture asking for the establishment of separate schools for the white and
colored children of Lincoln County. The bill was passed and the Consti=
tution was amended, and provided that whenever there shall be es many
as eight colored children in eny school district in the territory of
Okleahoma, there shell be e district formed for the education of color=
ed children in the same manner and upon the same application as other
school districts are formed.2

(]

Location and Size of County. Lincoln County is near the center of

the state of Oklahoma. It has a rectangular shape, and a land area of

nine hundred fity-nine square miles. It is the twenty-first larpgest in

gize, and has the twenty-fifth laregest population in the state.”
Geogrephical Setting. There are small prairies in the extreme

eastern part of the county. 1In other sections thers are large tracts
of black jack and post oak timber used for fuel and posts. The farm
land varies from red clay to sendy loam and black bottom land.

The chief crops are: winter wheat, corn, cotton, grain, sorghum, .
peanuts and pecens. In the animal industry there are many beef cattle,

.
dairy cattle, hogs, chickens and sheap.h
Negro Occupations and Population. The chief occupation of the

Negro in Lincoln County is agriculture. There are epproximately forty

1 Montgomery, T. T., Mosier, Lottie and Bethel, Imogene, The Growth
of Oklahoma, Economy Co. Publishers, Okla. City, 1935, Ch. XVIII, p. 1306
2 gession, S. L., Laws of Dklahoma, Economy Co., Publishers, Okla.

City, 1897, Ch. XXXIV
3 Census Bureau, County Recording Office, County Court House, Chandler,

Lincoln County, Oklehoma

L Black, T. H. County Agent, Unpublished Recordss Chandler, Linceln
County, Oklahoma
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school teachers, a smaller number of maids, chaffeurs, janitors, and
mechenics in small tomms. There are four small cefes and one barber
shop owned and operated by Negroes. As for lawyers, doctors, and other
business end professional men, thers are none.lt

The entire population of Lincoln County is thirty-one thousand.
0f this number, one tenth or thirty*one hundred ares Negroes. There are

four hundred ferm femilies, end seven hundred school boys and girls be=

tween the ages of six and sixteen years.

The Development of Education in Lincoln County.a In 1889, when the

separate school law was passed, and the Negro schools were being esteblish-
ed, the Negroes were sparsely settled; there were no cities, there was

need for only one-room rural schools. They were supported by the county.
Funds were limited, and the school buildings and furnishings were very

erude.

The schools were directed by local boards composed of three white
men in most instances. The exceptions were those casses where the

colored school was the majority school; then the board was colored.
There were no college trained teachers. Most of the persons used
es teachers were eighth grade graduates. There were others baelow
eighth grade training. Thirty dollars e month for seven months was
the maximum salary.
The conditions remeined prectically the same for the next decade,

except that there were a few schools added during the years as the

Negro population increased and moved into new locations.)

1 Black, T. H.,County Agent, Unpublished Records, Chandler,
Lincoln County, Oklahoma.

2 Johnson, W. L., Lincoln Count L&wyer and Pioneer Teacher,
Unpublished Records, Chandler, Lincoln ounty, Oklehoma

3 1bid.
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After Oklehoma was admitted as a state in 1907, the populetion
of the county increased repidly. Farm lands were cleared up, agricul=-
ture boomed, towns and villeges grew up repidly, and the people were

prosperous. All of this brought an increase in the school fund and e
groater demand for sducation. The teachers' salaries wers reised;
teachers came from Kensas and other states. Hence, better qualified
teachers were secured. They demended better buildings end equipment.
By 1920, all log buildings hed been rsplacad.by freme ones, and all
teachers had at least e high school education. Meny of them had some
college training.

By 1930, there were thirty-four one and two-room rural elementary
schools and two high schools for Negro children in Lincoln County.
All teachers had completed as much as two yeers of college work, and

the minimum salary was sixty-five dollars a month for eight months .

At present, there are nineteen one esnd two-room rural elementary
schools and two high schools for legroes in Lincoln County. These
schools are organized under two units of administration: the county
schools are under the direction of the county Superintendent of Public
Instruction, and the independent districts are directed by the local
boards. They are also under the direction of the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction and the State Supervisor of Rural Schools.,

Financial Support. The funds on which the puﬁlio schools of

Lincoln County operate are apporticned partially by the State Board

of Bducation eannually from epproprietions made by the Legislature

for this purpoaa.2

1 Denyer, T. H., Eerly County Superintendsnt of Public Instruction,
Unpublished Records, Chandler, Lincoln County, Oklahoma

2 gGrable, A. .., State Superintendent of Publiec Instruction,
School Laws of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, 1941, Article XXXIT, Sec. 543
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After the apportionment of State Ald has been made by the State

Board of Educaetion and certified by the County Treasurer end County

Excise Board, the County Excise Roard mekes en additionsl or supplemen=
tary epproprietion to the amount so apportioned to finance the minimum
progrem and for other legel purposes that the governing body may request.l

Statement of Problem. The state has assumed the responsibility

for sezing that fres public schools are established for white end color=
ed children with like accommodationsend impartisl maintenance. In mek=
ing its appfopriation, the state aims to provide equal sducational
advantages to all races of the county. Knowing that the state has made
an effort to provide education for the county, the writer is ettempting

to determine; (1) What is the extent of evailebility for education to
the Negro girls ana boys in Lincoln County? (2) whet are the factors

involved in this availability that may make for improvemaht of educa-
tion for Negroes in Lincoln County? (3) What can be done to meke these
improvements?

Purpose of the Study. The county contributions to the school

funds of the white and colored schools ara supposed to be equasl, and
the stete contributions are equal. But, the plants and equipment of ths

white schools are superior in meny instances. The white schools do not
have better trained nor betiter paid teachers. When the law passed, pro--
viding for the establishment of separate schools for colored children

in Lincoln County, in 1900, the white schools were already established.
The Negro schools beceme established during this yeer in log cabins,

which were equipped with log benches for seats and practicelly no

1 Grable, A. L., State Superintendent of Publie Instruction,
School Laws of Oklahoma, Oklehoma City, 1941, Article XXXIT, Sec. 2
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other furniture nor equipment end with an aeighth %rade graduate as
& teacher. At present all Negro school buildings are frame or stone;
more than 75 percent of the teachers have Bachelor's degrees; 15 per=
cent have done advanced work toward Masterts degrees, and all others
heve at least sighty hours of college work.l

The purpose of this study is to find out "o what extent improve=
ment has been mede in the field of education over a period of forty-
two years among this small group of Negross". Suggestions for fur-
ther improvement, when possible will be offered.

Previous Studies. There have been no previous studies of the

availability of education for WNegroes in Lincoln County, but the
Educetion Comnission of Oklahoma made a study of the education of
the state in which they found & great need for curriculum revision for
the state of Oklehoma. From this study they presented the educational
set up as it is, then offered suggestions end recommendations for the
changes they thought necessary. From this study some light was given
on the possibility of sducation in Lincoln County and will be referred
to in this study.

Ambrose Celiver, Specialist in the Education of Negroes, wrote
an article in Volume 25 of School Life entitled "Elementary Education
of Negroes™., 1In this article he diseusses the following problems as
they are found in the Elementary Schools for Negroes: Teaching end
learning; Administration and Supervision and Curriculum Development.

He points out that the most important sducational problems of Negroes
today are found in elementary schools, and that a large percentage

lThomas, Je We, County Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Unpublished Records, Chandler, Lincoln County, Oklahoma, 13941-42
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of Negro pupils attending school are in the elementary gredes, end

that problems which are common to all groups and levels of education
are usually accentuated in the elementary schools for Negross. He
also states that thorough training in the essentials of elementeary
school subjects end the development of an appreciation of their rela-
tionship to each other and to life outside the school are fundamental
to the personal growth of individuals and to the gensrel welfare of
society. This is particulerly important for Negross since education

received during the elementary school years is all that the majority

of them ever raceiva.l
Dr. H. A. Bullock of the Educational Conference Committes for

Negroes in Texas made & study of vocational opportunities for Negroses

in Texas and the charaecter of the Public School Curriculum in 1936.2 =
Dr. Bullock states that this study was made for the following

purposes:

1. To discover the nature of the shifting occupational pattern
for the nsetion, and for the state of Texas as it fits into the
National picture.

2. To discover the attitudes of Texas employsrs toward Negro
labor.

3. To discover the attitudes of Negro students toward specific
occupations and the people who engage in them.

lj. To discover the extent to which our public schools and

colleges ara placing emphesis upon these occupations that are in

accord with the National and State occupational trend.

1 Caliver, Ambrose, "Elementary Education for Negroes", School Life,
Vol. 25, 1940, p. 243

2 Bullock, Henry Allen, Confersnce on Education for Negroes in Texas,
Prairie View State Nérmal and Industrial College, Prairie View, lexas,
Chapter III, p. 13, 1940
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Robert Andrews made & study of the aveilebility of education for
Negross in Waller County, Texas, in which he attempted to show the
extent to which education is available to Negroes in weller County,

Texas. He included in his study all educational facilities for both
youth end adults in which Negroes participated.l
These previous studies all differ from the present ons but will

be used a&s references in soms instances.

Scope of Invsstigation. The writer aims to give a brief histori=

cal account of the education of Negro girls and boys in Lincoln County,
Oklahoma from the Pioneer days down to the present, and to give a de-
tailed mccount of sducation in Lincoln County at present. <+his study
will not include adult education, nor any agency other than the public
schools.

Method of Procedure. The writer procesded by meking a survey

of all schools, by sending questionneires to all teachers asking for
such information as was needed from their schools and communities.

An investigetion of old Superintendent's records was made. Fioneer
superintendents, teachers and students were interviewsd, and reference

was mede to the Oklehoma School Law, State Law, end Course of Study.

1

Negroes in
Ardrews,Robert,The Availability of Education for Neg
Waller Coun&y.’fexnépz Naster Thesis, 1940, Prairie View College,Texas




CHAPTER II
THE MODERNIZATION OF THR FHYSICAI. ASPECTS

OF THE
RURAL: SCHOOL

Along with the development of progressive education and the
medernization of living conditions, there should elso be an effort
to modernize the little red school that sits on the hill in the
rural district, The little red building with the four windows in

north and south sides and two doors in the east &nd west _end -

is "no longer- the center of attraction for the youths of its
community. With the modern, well equipped school just over the wey
in the village, the farm boys and girls are no longer inspired by
the old red building with its antique furnishing end equipment, yet

parents and school esuthoritiss seem to be content with it.
Foght seids

"Time has dragged in the rural districts since
Whittier seng his immortal In School Days: ---

'8till sits the school house by the road,

A ragged beggar sunning;

Around it still the sumacks grow

and bleckberry vines are runningl .....

Is it not sad that communities which use excelleant
business sense in other matters refuse to ses that
the school building where the young are initiated into
all that is good eand beautiful and most worth living
for in life must be in hermony with these teachings and
not devoid of the very attributes which the teacher
strives to make part of the child's life."

lLewis sets up the following criteria for modernzing the rural

school. He saysi

"There are five major phases of the school equipment

1 Poght, H. We, The American Rural School. The MacMillan Company,
New York, pp. 178-180
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problem. (1) the grounds, (2) the school building,

(3) the school furniture end equi t
buildings and (5) playground and aquipment."f

According to Lewis, the ground for one room schools should be at
least one acre large, should be properly loceted (the location should
be determined by the population distribution), well dreined, relative=
ly level and free from obstructions, wisely laid out into lawn
and play ereeas, judicially planted in trees, shrubs esnd flowers.

The building should be attractive, convenient, substantielly
construcbsd, propsrly lighted, adequately heated and ventilated,
supplied with e sanitary water supply and the one-teachsr schools
should have two or three small edjunct rooms, opening off into class=
TOOR. |

Furni ture and equipment should include seets eand desks, cases
and cebinets, lockers, pictures, end window shades. All of these
should be of the best type and kept in good condition.

For teaching equipment Lewis recommsnds four types:

1. Books

a. Reference books end dictionaries.

b. Books to supplement the material found in text-
books and definitely suited to broadening and deepen-

: ing the learning processes that go on in school

¢. Books of general interest suited to the advancement
of children but not provided as definite teaching

material.

i Lewis, Charles D., The Rural Community end It's Schools.
American Book Company, New York, 1957. P 118
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2. Maps, globes, and charts

3. Musical instruments
Lis Constructive materials
&. Scissors
b. Good colored crayons
¢. An abundance of cheap paper for writing
d. Clay for modeling end soap for carving are valuable
but not essentiel.
The teacher should assume the responsibility for making the
school room as attractive es possible, <*he use of pictures is
& very cormrion means of decorating the school room eand when they
are selected with discrimination and artistic skill it may be re-
flected later in the life of the pupils as a correct standard of
living.1
The teacher should be concerned ealso about the appearance of
the yard. It may be mede as attractive as the school room, snd with
even less expense. Native shrubbery properly planted and cared
for will usually make & very attractive school ground. Care should

be taken to plant the shrubbery at such points as to not obstruct
the use of ths play ground.

Mueller seid:

"If children are daily surrounded by those
influences thet elevata them, that make them

clean and well ordered, thet meke them love flowers
and pictures and proper decoreations, they et lsast
reach that degree of culture at which nothing else
will please them. Vhen they grow up end have homes
of their own, they must havs them clean, neat, and
bright with pictures, end fringed with shade tress

- Lewis, Charles D. The Rural Community end It's Schools.
Americen Book Company, New York, 1957, Pp. 307=31L
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and flowers; for they have been brought up to
be happy in no other environment."

The size of the room will depend upon the number of pupils for

which it is intended. It should provide at least fifteen squars feet
of floor space for each pupil end should not measurs to exceed 32 fest

in depth by 26 fest in breadth. Some authorities hold that no roon

should exceed thirty fest the longest way, nor to exceed twenty-sight

feet in breadth as fhey‘deem these measurements satisfactory from the
standpoint of heering and seeing.
Proper heating and ventilation are very essential factors for

the school. Provisions should be made in every school for an adequate

system for purifying the air and heating the room, with fresh air at
an even temperature. This cennot be accomplished without celling
ertificial means to our assistence. The method of window ventilstion
is very'good at recess or other intermissions, but is positively dan-
gerous while the children are in their seats and should be reduced to
a mininum of practice.al
Correct lighting is slso en important faeetor for the school end
care should be taken to see that the lighting is correct. The glass
surface should be messed on one side of the room only, and seats ar=-
renged in such a menner thet the light will come from the left and
over the shoulders; the window sills should be set high snough to be
above the level of the eyes of the largest pupil when seated.
Blackboards should occupy all available wall space except on the
lighted side. Pupils should never be obliged to stare at blackboards
set between or at the side of windows, as the direct light rays from
outgide heve & tendency to make them squint-eyed and otherwise injure

the eyasight.3

1 yMueller, Alfred, Progressive Trends in Rural Rducetion. The
Century Company, Wew YorK, 1574

2 Wofford, Katie V., Modern Education in the Small Rural School.
MecMillan Co, New York, 19303, Cch. XV

3 Ibid. Ch. VII




CHAPTER IIX '
A DESCRIPTION OF THE TWENTY-ONE NEGRO
SCHOOLS IN LINCOLN COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

Dougles High School. This is the largest of the two high

schools in the county. It is located in the suburb of Cheandler, the
counbty seat, which is the 1argest'town in the county. Chandler is
located centrally in the county. Dougles High School has three
buildings on its cempus: the home sconomiecs building, the

high school building and the gymmasium end grade school combined.

The high school building is a one-story red brick structure;
it has six class rooms, two bath rooms, & principal's office and the
school librery. There are only two out-side entrances to the build=-
ing. It is heated with gas and lighted with electricity.

The inside is painted gray, and the average size of the rooms
is 20X30 feet, with six windows to each room. In four of ths rooms
the windows are on the left side of the building sccording to the
arrangement of the seats. In two rooms the windows are in the bsck
of the room achrding to tie arrangemsnt of the seats.

The primery rooms and gymnasium are made of frame, heated with
ges and lighted with electricity. %“he class rooms are white inside;
the windows are in the back of the rooms and take up the entire back
end. The rooms are heated with gas and lighted with electricity.

The homs eoonomics cottage is a two room gray native stone
building well equipped for teaching practicel home economics. The

rooms are well lighted with windowm on two sides.
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The campus is not nearly so attractive as it should be. The
grounds are unlevel and rough, end though efforts have been made to
beautify them, {ﬁey areg still far from attractive.

In the opinion of the lWriter of this study, the equipment for
teaching the adedemic subjects is iradequate, but the faculty ie well
treined. The principel has & Bachelor's degrse, end twenty hours of
greduate study toward e Master's degree in the field in which he
teaches. He has had fifteen years axperisnce es a teacher, and sccord=
ing to the statement of the school board and superintendent, he has
made & wery satisfactory principal. Eech of his teachers has com=
pleted four years of college work, with majors in the fields in
which they 'l:eea.ch...l

The curriculum of this school is limited in scope and per=-
heps does not offer the most needed training for it's environment.

The majority of the high school students come from the country, from

the farms, but get very little egriculturel training and vocational guid-
ancé. This is a vioclation of one of the mims of progressive educa-

tion, "Teach the child the things that will develop within him the ability
to meet the present needs of his society."

The enrollment of this school is one hundred sixty-two.

Junber High gchool. The Dunbar High School is two milss north
of Wellston, in the west centre)l part of the county. There are three
buildings on the campus: ths high school building, & seven~-room red
brick building; & Home Economics snd Agriculture building of red stons;

and a gymnasium, a frame building.

1Thumas, J« W., County Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Unpublished Records, Chandler, Lincoln County, Oklahoma, 1941=-42




15

All buildings are heated with wood and lighted with delco
lights. The inside of the main buildiqg is painted white; the aver-
age size of the rooms is 18X24 feet. There are five large windows to
each room. The window space is large enough to furnish & sufficient
amount of light, but the arrangement is such that the light does not
come from an angle that gives the best effect for study. There are two
modern sanitary outdoor toilets at the back of the campus. The gymnasium
is & frame building with two large dressing rooms. The Home Econumica.and
Agriculture building has three large rooms that are well equipped. The
campus has a more pleasing appearance than that of the Douglass High
School, *and the curriculum is mcre pfaetieal in that it inecludes vocat-
ional agriculture and manual trajining as important subjects.

The enrollment of the Dunbar high sechool is one hundred five.

The faculty is well trained. The principal lacks only one summer
of having his Master's degree with majors in the field in which he
teaches. All other members of the fzmculty have Bachelor's degrees with
majors in the field in which they teach.l

Carver Schoql. Carver School is a two-room elementary school on

the Southern suburb of Davenport, Cklahoma, The building is of native
stone and has besn built within the last four years.

The rooms &re approximately 18X24 feect and have five windcws each.
The windows are along the east side of the building, and according to

the arrangement of the seats, they are on the left side.

T : :
City School Board, Unpublished School Record, Wellston,Lincoln
County, Oklahoma
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The building is heated with gas end lighted with electricity.
According to the stendard set up by Lewis, it is far from the

- requirements of a modern school.

The two teachers, a man and his wife, have Bachslor's degrees
with majors in slementary education.

The enrollment of this school is fifty-three which is too meny

for the size of the rooms.

Dudley School. There are thres buildings on the Dudley school
.

campus, the primary building, the upper grade building end the

teacherage. All buildings are of white frame. The primary building
is white inside. It is 30X36 feet end hes six windows, three on
each side, and two doors, which are on each end, or in the front and
back. It is equipped with & sand table, matetiels for word, letter,
and number drill, primery cheirs end seats, wall pictures, end &
nodern teecher's desk.

The upper grade room is tan and brown inside. Thess colors ere
beeutiful but vary from those suggested in the standard. It is
3Lxl0 feet end has eight windows and two doors. The windows ars on
all sides of the building, thus making it inconvenient to arrange the
seats to get the best lighting effect. It has a fair library, well
maps, globe, ard other mate: ial for teaching verious subjects.

The cempus of Dudley schoo} is well selected in that it is large
and level. It is well decorated with short season flowers but much
could be added to its be;utification by giving it a permsnent beauty
of trees and evergreen shrubbery. It lecks playground equipment.

The teacherage is a four-room, two-story house, with a besutiful

flower yard during the summer months.
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The teachers' training is very adequate. The principal has
a Babhelor's degres and fifteen hours toward a Master's degree; the
primary teacher has her Bachelor's degree. Each of them hes had
more than five years of experisnce as teachers in the elementary
school system of Lincoln County. The school enrollment is sixty=-

two.

The Fleasant Velley School. The school is ten milses south of

Chendler. It is & two room frame building, white inside and outside.
The rooms are 18X20 feet and have five windows, all on the east
side. There are two outside entrances, ons for each room.

It is heated with a box wood hsater. There is no source of
light except from the windows. It is egquipped with & sand table,
primary taeble and chairs, meterisls for word, letter and number drill,
story end reference books, wall maps, pictures and a globa.

The building presents & pleasing eppearance outside, but the
furnishing end inside decoration are poor. Lhe cempus is of average
size, level and clean, but lacks playground equipment.

The teachers are well trained for their work. The primary teacher
has e Bachelor's degree with & major in elementary educetion, and the
principel teacher has done more than eighty hours of college work with
mejors in the fisld of elementary education. Each has had more than
four years' experience as teacher in the elementary schools of Lih-
coln County. The school enrollment is forty-six.

Lincoln School, It is five miles south and one mile sast of

Chendler. It has been built recently of red native stone. The

entire inside space is 68X22 feet; this includes the space that is
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occupied by the cloek-rooms, lunch cabinet, and library. It is gray

inside &nd has nine windows and three doors. The windows are in the
east, doors are in the north, south and west. It is heated with & box
wood heater.

The primary room has & sand table, primary tables, materials
for teaching word, letter and number recognition, story books, primary
seats, wall pictures, etc. The upper grade room has: a library, wall
meps, globe, and & set of reference books. Thera is a sufficient
amount of interior ;rt and decoration, but it is poorly planned.

The yard is ons acre square and is cl?an but not equipped.
‘he building and campus make & pleasing appearance, except for the
leck of playground equipment and shrubbery.

There are two teachers in the school. The principal, & man,
has his Bachelor's degree and fifteen hours toward & Master's degree.
The primary teacher, a woman, has mors than eighty hours of college
work, with & mejor in elementary education. Lincoln school's enroll=
ment is forty-five.

Golden Valley School. This school is thres miles south &and one

mile eest of Stroud. The school building is a whits two. rcom frame
structure 24X 60 fest. It is cream and brown inside and has eight
windows on the north end south sides; it has two doors, one in the
front and in the back of the building. <The enrollment is thirty=-six.
The primary room has no tablee for the scholastics, but the
teacher has e good collection of materisl for teaching primary sub=
jects such as flash cards, print set, word chart, ete. The upper class

room has & wall map, & globe, reference books and other mataerial for
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teaching the subjects thet are taught. The cempus is an acre sq nere

and is cleen but lecks equipment and shrubbery. <+‘he building gets its
heat from e box wood heater.

Dumas School. The Dumas school is on the southern suburb of Stroud.
The building is white frame with two rooms. It is creem colorsd inside
and the rooms are 15X15 feat; this includes the space used by the
cloak rooms and lunch cabinets. It has eleven windows in the south
and east, and has two doors in the east and west. It is heated with
a box wood heater and lighted with elsctricity.

The primary room has & sand table, primary tables, seats, material
for letter, word and number drill, story books and other eguipment for
teaching primery subjects. The enrollment of Dumes school is thirty-thres.

The upper grades room has a library, wall maps, & globs, refersnce
sot, and other material for teaching the upper elementary greades.

The campus is an acre squere; it is clean but lacks equipment
and beautification.

There are two teachers in the schkool and the principal=teecher,

g man who has & Bachelor's degree end three summers of advanced study
toward a Master's degree. The primary teacher, & woman, has & Bachelor's
degres, end one semester's study of advanced work toward a MNaster's
degree.

Douglass School is in the small village of Fellis; the building

is & two room red brick, size 30X30 feet. It is cream and brown inside
and has nine windows and three doors. The windows are in the north,
east end south sides of the building, and the doors are in the north,

east and south.
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The building is heeted with & box wood heater and lighted with
electricity. The primary room is equipped with a sand table, primary
tables and chairs, material for teaching word and number recognition,
cloek rooms end a lunch cabinet,

The upper class roomhae a library, well meps, & globe, reference
books, and other meterial for teaching the upper elementary subjects.

The yard is an acre square, is clean, but lacks equipment and
beautification.

The enrollment of the school is thirty-five.

The River Bend School is one mile east and six miles south of

Stroud. The building is & two room white freme, but bacause of the
decrease in the number of students during the last ysar, it has only
one teacher end therefore only one room is being used. The room that

is being used is white inside, is 18X2l; feet and has seven windows in
the west end two doors, ons in the east and one in the west. It has

s well built cloek room snd lunch cabinet.

It is equipped with a sand teble, primary seats, material for
teeching primary subjects. It is heated with a box wood heater.

The campus had one and oﬁa half ecres but is located in a
very low area near & river. This causes an unusual dempness most of
the time, and often high water.

The teacher, & women, hes a Bachelor's degree and thre? years!
experience as teacher.

The enrollment of the school is twenty-ninse.

_Sweet Home, snother school that has formerly hed two teachers,

now hes only one. It is a white frame building, with fiftesn small

windows in the east and west sides of the building. The doors are

on the north, south and west.
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It is equipped with single and double seafs, & primary tabls, ]
sand teble, primary chairs, blocks, flash cards snd other material for
teaching primary subjects. It also hag wall maps, & globe, library, and
other material for teaching upper elementary grades. The enrollment of
the school is twenty-five,

The cempus has about one and one half acres, and has several
pleces of playground equipment.

The teacher, a lady, has & Bachelor's degree with a major in

elsmentary education.

Galilee School is ten miles south and three miles west of Chandler;

the building is a white frame building size 18x24 fest with eight win-
dows in the north and south and two door; in the east and west.

It is heated with wood and equipped with double ssats, refersnce
and story books, wall maps, a globe and other materials for teaching
primary and upper elementary grades.

The campus is about an acre square, and rough for a playground.

It lacks playground equipment and beautification.

The teacher is & woman who holds & Bachelor's degree. She has had
approximately fifteen years experience as teacher. The enrollment is
twenty-one.

Prague School is in the town of Prague; it is a one room netive stone

building, approximately 2LX30 feet with six windows and two doors. It
is white inside, is heated with gas and lighted with electricity.
It has a sand table, primery chairs, materiasls for teaching

primary and upper slementary subjects.



The yard is small, but landscaped, snd'lacks equipment, The

building presents & pleasing appearance.

The teacher, a woman, has her Bachelor's degree. The enrollment

of the Prague school is twenty-one.

Red Oak School is three miles west and two miles south of Chandler.

The plant is white frame about 18%x2l, fest and has six windows on .
the' north and sonth sides. It has two doors in the east and west
ends. It is equipped with wall maps, a globe, material for tesching
primary subjects and upper elementary subjects. It is heated with
wood .

The cempus is ebout en scre squere, and is clean but is not
eguipped nor lundecaped.

The women teacher holds a Bachelor's degree and has had two yegrs'
experisnce &s & teacher. The enrollment is thirtsen.

Dunbar School is three miles west of TWellston on U. S. Highway 66.

The building is white freme with six windows in the south side, and
two doors in the south and west. It is tan and brown inside, is
heated with wood and equipped with a sand table, flash cards, beads,
scissors, toys and other materisls for teaching primary subjects;
wall maps, & globs, reference and story books, hsalth charts and other
meterials for teaching the upper elemsntary grades.

The campus is epproximetely one end one third escres, is beautifully
landscaped, end makes & very pleasing eppearance although it lacks
playground equipment.

The teacher, & woman, has a Bacheslor's degres, and twenty-five

hours advanced work toward & lasbter's degree. She has six yesrs!
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experience as teacher in the elementery school system of Lincoln
County. The enrollment of this school is sixtean.

Midlothien School is two miles west and five milss south of

Chandler. It is e frame building, white outside end inside. It is
approximately 18X2l, feet end has eight windows in the north and south
sides, end two doors in the south and west. It is heated with wood,
and equipped with a sand table, primary teble, blocks, cards and other
meterial for teaching the primary gredes. it also has & wall map,
a globe, library, end other material for teeching upper elementaery
subjects. <he globe, end meterial for teaching primary and upper
elementary subjects, There are ten pupils enrolled in the school.

The yard is approximately one acre sguare, is cleen but lacks
landscaping and playground eguipment.

‘he teacher, a woman, has done ninsty hours work toward e Bachelor's
degree, and has had ten years' experience as teacher.

Great Hope School is in the extreme northwestern part of the

county. It is & white frame building, size 20X2L fest. There are
two doors in the south and east. It is heated with wood and eguipped
with primery teble, sand teble, blocks, wall mafs. e hloﬁe, flash
cards and other material for teaching the primary and upper slementary
grades.

The yard is sbout an acre sguare and is clean, but lacks play=
ground equipment and beautification.

The woman teacher hes done over ninety hours of collegs work and
has had fifteen years' experience as teacher. Greet Hope has an en=

rollment of sixtéen pupils.
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Dunbar School is & large two-room frame building but because of

the deorease in the number of students there is only one teacher and
one room in use., The room is craam and brown inside, is approximate=
ly 18X25 feet and has five windows in the south and east sides,
and two &oora on in the west opsning into the other room end one in
the south. It is heated with wood and equipped with reading table,
primary sand table, blocks, flash eards, a librery, a globe, wall
meps, &nd other mate-ial for teaching all elementary gredes.

Ths yard is ebout two acres squere, is clean and well kept,
but lacks playground equipmsnt.

4‘he teacher, a woman, has ninety hours of college work and
ten years of experience as a teacher. There ere thirteen pupils en=

rolled in the Dunbar school.

SUMMARY OF PHYSICAL FLANTS

1. There are twenty-one schools in Lincoln, including the
two high schools.

2. All1 buildings ere kept in good condition.

3., There are five frame buildings for rurel elementary schools
thet heve been built within the last five yeers. There are four
netive stone elementery buildihgs. There is one brick elsmentary
school. The two high schools are brick, native stone and freme.

Li. There are two elementery end one high school with
electric 1ights. One high sohool has dalco lights.

5. 1In ell schools the window space is large snough to admit
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sufficient light but in most ceses they ere not arranged to give

the best lighting effect. In those cases where the windows are so
errenged, the seats ere not. There is only one school in tie ;ounty
thet has e seat and window arrangement thet gives the students light
from the right sngle.

6. The heating system provides an edequate amount of heet,
but it is not distributed properly. There is really much nsed for
improvement.

T. There is need for additionel instruoctional meaterial in
most of the sghools.

B. There is great need for playground equipment and in
nany ceses yard baautifiecation.

9. All schools have nins=-month terms

10. All teachers are paid on the basis of their qualifications
end their salsries are the same as those of the white teachers.

11. None of the schools measures up to the standard set for
modern rural elementary schools.

18 fha fectors meeding improvement most ere: iﬁtarior decoration,
heat, light, ventilation.

13. In most cases the buildings are too small for the number:

of students.



CHAPTER IV
THE RELATION OF THE SCHOOLS TO THZ COUNTY SCHOLASTICS

High Schools, There is a lack of high schonl availability in
certain parts of the county. Only those scholastics living within walk-
ing distance of the six routes over which the six buses from the two
high schools travel have access to high school, This does not inelude
more than half the colored school area in Lincoln County,

The two high schools in Lincoln County are not located conveniently
for all scholastics in the county. One is in the extreme western part
of the county and the other one is in the center, leaving all those
students in the extreme east, northeast, and southeast without any
possibility of attending unless they stay away from home or furaish
their own transportation,

Elementary Schools. There are twenty-one Negro publie schools in
Lincoln County, Two of these are senior high schools; six are two=room
elementary schools and thirteen are one=-room elementary schools. The
high schools offer training for the first through the twelfth grades,
and the elementary schools offer training for the first through the eighth
grades,

There are 778 students enrolled in the public schools for Negroes
in ILincoln County. This enrollment figure includes all normel, un~
married, school age Negroes of the county. About 66 percent or 520 of
these students are enrolled in elementary school, and 34 percent or 258

are enrolled in high school,
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The table on the following page shows the number of Negro schools
in Lincoln County by name and district number and the humber of '«
6#°students in each.

Changes in School Population. An investigation of the records
shows a great decrease in the number of schools and students in the
county during the last decade. In 1930 there were thirty=four one and
two=room rural elementary schools for Negroes in the county., At present,
there are only nineteen, What has become of the schools and where are
the students that attended them?

Iocation of Physical Plants, The one and two=-room rural schools
are located in the communitics that are most thickly settled. In
communities where there are not enough children to support a school,
they are transferred to the school that is neareét. The two high schools
are consolidated and the students are transferred to the school that is
nearest.,V The two high schools are consolidated and the students are
transferred by buses. These bus routes cover a large aree and transfer
only-hiéh school students, leaving those who are in the elementary
school to attend the elementary school in their district.

The Availability of the Schools to the Students. This availability
2lludes to the location of the schools to the students in the county.

Figure 1, a map of Lincoln County shows the location of the schools
in the county, and indicates whether they are one or two~room elementary
schools, or whether they are high schools.

Douglass High School is on the side of U. S. Highway 66 near the
junction of State Highway 18. This is an advénxage because of the buses,
Four school buses go in each direction, covering an area of about thirty

miles, They do not follow the highway all the way, but the count,
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TABLE I

Negre Schools in Lincoln County and the Enrollment of Fach

Sehool e oy Nzirig' ' Total
Dougless T 88 T4 162
Dunbar C-2 57 AR 105
Dumas 54 15 20 35
Carver -3 27 26 53
Douglass 43 14 21 35
Dudlsy 105 32 30 62
Sweet Home 58 13 12 25
Golden Vale 65 15 21 36
Lincoln 72 25 20 45
Galilee 119 15 6 21
Pregue 103 15 6 21
River Bend 71 16 13 29
Payson 106 19 27 46
Rock Spring 36 6 8 14
Dunbax 126 11 5 16
Red Oak 66 5 8 13
Kickapoo 117 6 4 10
Avery 137 5 5 10
Great Hope 140 1 5 16
Dumas B 9 4 13
Midlothian NG, 6 e 10

Total 411 367 778



FIGURE I

A MAP OF THE INCATINN AND IYEE OF SCHOOIA

IN LINCOIN COUNT
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roads are kept in good condition during the school season,

The buses pass through several of the elementsry school
districts, but transfer only the high school students. This
mekes it possible for the students who finish elementary school
to continue to live at home snd 20 to hHigh school,

Dunbar Bigh School ie in the-wéstern part of the county,

two miles mnorth of ﬁellstou.which is two miles off U. S..Highway
66. 1t is located near the center of the area from which 1£.geta
its student population. There are four buses used for transpor-
tation, but due to the condition of the roads, there is a great
attendance problem. The roads are not well kept and when it rains
they are impassable until they have dried, causing the dbuses to
have to step, and those children riding thewm to be absent from
schoole

Carver School ie located on the southern suburb of the

1ittle town of Davenport where it cets most of its students.
Ite other studente live seversl miles out in the country in
a community bhas beeﬁ closed because of an inadeguate number

of ctudents to carry on. These students are transferred by bus.

29

The roads are kept in good conditian and there is little (1"

difficulty in traveling in rainy weather.



30

Dudley School is located three miles west and a miia north of
Carney on poorly kept country roads. It is located near the center
of the distriect but géts & number of its students from a district that
adjoins it. These scholars are transferred by means of bus; however,
there are a number of students living within the district that have
too far to walk to sehool. The district is large, and the bus transfers
only those that come from the district that has been consolidated with
it,

Pleasant Valley School is one miloc off State Highway 18, on a
poorly kept dirt road which is impassable in rainy weather. All of its
scholastics live within two miles of the school and walk to and from
school, However, it is rather difficult in excessive rainy weather,

Lincoln School is four miles off the nearsst highway. It is near
the center of the area from which it gets its students, Thirty-five
of the scholars have less than two miles to walk, and ten less than
three. . ;

Golden Valley School is one mile off U. S. Highway 66, is located
centrally in its district which is about nine miles square. There are
five males and three females tha® have more tlan a distance of three
miles to walk to school., The roads over which one must travel to reach
the homes from the school are dirt roads and make for difficult travel=-
ing in rainy weather,

The Dumas School is located on the suburb of Stroud, the third
largest town in the county, and is easily accessible to all its students.
It is about a mile off the main highway on a city road which is gravel

and is easily traveled at all times, Only six of its students live
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more than one mile from school and they are tranaferred by bus.

The Douglass School is located in a small village of PFellis which
is well off the highway. Most of its students live outside the village.
Three of them have more than two miles to walk and three have more
than three miles to walk to school.

River Bend School, This school is two miles off Highway 66, but
mos t of its students are farther back off the highway., The only way
to reach the school or the homes of the students is by traveling over
two to four miles of dirt roads which are difficult to travel in rainy
weather, The school is located near a river and during heavy rains it
is waterbound for almost a mile. Several times during the last term the
water came up in the building and no school could be cerried on for
several days. It is located near the center of the distriect and only
two;students have more than two miles to walk to sciool.

Sweet Home School is five miles off U, S. Highway 66 and can be
reached by traveling over five miles of dirt roads, but because of the
extreme amount of sand, traveling is easier in reiny weather than in
dry weather, The district is small, but the population is dense com=
pered with the other districts in the county, None of the students have
to walk more than one mile to school,

Galilee School is in a favorable location for its students. It
is located near the center of the district which is small. None of the
students have more than two miles to walk to school. The roads are
poorly kept and impassable in rainy weather,

Prague School is located in the colored section of Prague where it

gets all of its students, none of the students are more than a mile
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from school. It is easily accessible at all times as it may be reached

by pavement from two directions,

Dunbar School, which is right on U, S. Highway 66, is five miles
from Luther and three miles from Wellston. Tt may be reached at all
times because of its nearness to the highway. It is loceted near the
center of the district and none of its students have more than one mile
to walk to school.

Great Hope School is about five miles from the small village of
Fellis., One must travel from five to eight miles of dirt road +o y
- reach the school. It is located near the center of its district which
is a large one compared with the other schools in the county,

Dunbar School is well off the highway and is difficult tec reach in
rainy weather, It is six miles from the nearest town which is the small
village. of Davenport. It is & smell district, and only four of its
students have more than one mile to walk to school.

Kickapoo School, which is two miles off the State Highway 18, is
five miles nort.h\ of MeCloud, It is in the extreme southern part of
the county and is in the center of the district. Seven of its students
have more than two miles to walk to sehool. The roeds are a mixture
of sand and clay and are kept in good condition,

Avery School is in the extreme northeastern part of the county,
three miles off State Highway 18 and can be easily reached iﬁ all weather,
It is & =mall district; the school is centrally located, and only two
of its students have more than two miles to walk to school.

Midlothian School 1s six miles off the highway on poorly kept
country roads which are impassable in reiny weather. It is a small

distriet, and only two of its students have more then one mile to walk
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to sehool,

Method of transportation, There are nine buses in Lincoln County
to transport students far five schools, two high schools, and three ele=-
mentary schools., Often a bus will be unable to make its route because
rain has rendered the road impassable, As z result, the pupils riding
that bus ere sbsent from school,

There are & few cases of the students having to walk a mile or twe
to meet the bus, These are exposed to rainy and cold weather,

Generally speaking, the roads in Lincoln County zre poor. There
are several state and United States Highwaeys that pass through some of
the distriets. ©Other then these, the roads are poor and often difficult
to trevel, This makes it difficult for pupils who are transferred and
thoge who have to walk, and is the greatest cause of absences.

Table II on the following page shows the distance the students

have to walk end the number walking that distance.
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THIS TABLE SHOWS THE DISTANCE THE SCHOIASTICS HAVE
TO WAIK AND THE NUMBER WALKING TEAT DISTANCE

Number Numbexr [Number Number
Walking Walking alking Walking

School One Mile two miles |three miles |four miles
M F T Nipe R . S M F E

ﬁouglaas High

School

Dunbar High

School

Carver

Dudiley 6 6 12 20 19 39 & e

Pleasant Val=-

ley 6 812 4 16 20 5 5

Lincoln 10 1.0 20 10 10 3 G

Golden Valley 4 4 9 12 21 11 11

Dumas 2G 3 < 4 4

Douglass 3. 2.5 7 714 3143 122

River Bend 7 71 il 4 4

Sweetb Hom‘e

Galilee

Prague

Red Cak

Midlothian

Avery 12 12 4 4

Kickapoo LT e

Great Hope A

s 1535 10 O T B R



CHAPTIR V

AN ANALYSIS OF THE CURRICULUM OF THE TWENTY=ONE NEG?0 PUBLIC SCHDOILS
IN' LINCOLN COUNTY, OKLAHOMA WITH SUGGRSTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT

In most of the rural elementary schools of Lincoln County, there
are eight grades. These eight grades study sixty-four subjects,
which the teacher is expected to teach daily, The school day is eight
hours long, Two hours of this time is used for recess, and six hours
are devoted to class work and other routine duties, Dividing the six
hours into the number of periods that there are classes will allow about
8ix minutes for each class, This includes also the time that is used
for meking fire, preparing the lunch, cleening house, ete.

In the two=room schools, these duties are divided between the
two teachers, but in elther case the time is inadequate to cover the
amount of work that is expected of them,

Lowth says of the one room schools with eight grades:

"There is likely to be a multiplication of classes in which

time is frittered away over trivial mattera. Class after
clase is called to the front, but the work dons is super=-
ficial and in no sense educational. Attention is given to
unimportent, unrelated textbook material. There is no

true socialization and no attempt at individualization of
instruction, but if the teacher will stress study end not
the reci‘ation she can easily reduce the number of classes

to not more than fifteen z day, ind even allow twenty to
thirty minutes to some classes.”

According to Lowth, there is much need for curriculum revision

in the elementary schools of Lincoln County. There should be an

Ik

Lowth, Frank J., Country Teacher at Work. The MacMillen
Company., New York. 1934 p. 135
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assimilation of classes end subject matter., The failure to have done
this is not due to the lack of training on the teachers pafts, but is

due to the co;nty ruling or custom of hearing so many classes so many

times & weelk,

The writer suggests that the traditionel deily program which is
outlined for all the teachers in the county be ignored and that the
teachers be given the privilege of assimilating and coordinating the
work around the needs, capacities, and interests of the pupils. She

should be allowed to make eny deviation from the textbook or any other

definite outline of work that she finds necessery for child growth and
community development.

The curriculum must be built upon the needs and nature of children
and not upon & group of facts that has been outlined by an author that
has no lmowledge of the childs personal life or environment. Dunn
said:

"Children are not classified in closely homogenous groups on
e basis of achievements of skills or factunl knowledge, but
work together as people do in life outside the school on
enterprises of common interests in which he participates
according to his ability. .... Some are clever with their
fingers, others show peculiar abilities of finding and
bringing interesting objects for the group to use, there
are others who contribute clippings and pictures, and others
search the librery and report what they read, Some paint
and draw, some conirive mechanical devices, some write poems
or plays and still others take the lead in Ehe organization
and conduct of school clubs or group games.

1 E

Lowth, Frank J., Country Teacher at Work, The MacMillan Company.
New York. 1934, pp. 136=38

2

Modern Bducation in Small Rural Schools, Ieachers College Record
Volume 32 (February 1931), p. 413
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It is generally agreed by leaders in education that the curriculum

is a product of five essentisl factors:

"51; The philosophy of guiding principles upon which it is based;
2) The student group for whom it is made; (3) the environment
control which eonditions it; (4) The group responsible for its

construction; and (5) The technique of its sdministration in
the classroom,”

Generally speaking,

"the curriculum is really that large mass of material that has
been handed down and materially increased from generation to
generation, and which we call our 'social heritage'. Curriculum
bullders take this social heritage and se tematize and
crystellize it so that it can be brought into the reach and

understanding of those for whom it 18 intended, Different
methods of preaenting the meterial or prineiples are devised

from time to time,

If our curriculum is originally a crystallization and systematization
of subject matter, then it is surely necessary and possible that there be
further crystallizetion and coordination to f£it the local situation.

Melvin has proposed ten modes of human activity as the basis of a
reorgenized curriculum throughout the life of the individual, He ad=
vocates that the modes of human activity are to be used as substitutes
for the reorganization of education in terms of well known school sub=
jects. The writer agrees that these modes may be used as an efficient

basgis upon which to reorganize the curriculum of the elementary schools

of Lincoln County, Oklahoma,

|

Wofford, Katie V., Modern Education in the Small Rurel School,
p. 229, The MacMillan Company, New York, 1938

2

Mueller, A. D., Prog;egg;g‘ ¢ Trends in Rural Education, The
Century Company., New York, 1926, p. 128
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The modes are:

1. Growing. The mode of growing concerns itsslf with many
affairs, such as eating, sleeping, and the process by which the in-
dividual turns food into energy and waste, the process of-antabnlizing
and metabolizing.

2. Homemaking. A1l humen beings need homes for normal existence.
Children come from homee and go to make new homes. The art of home=-
ma%ing is one which the normal human being is concerned with throughout
life.

3. Producing. The natural world in which we finml ourselves states
the proposition that man must produce in order to live. This prodnetion
alludes to all the products of all groups of society. The farmer, the
poet, the teacher, the prnfegaional end business man.

4. Technifving. The mode of technifying has reference to the use
of tools, guns, machires, etc.

5. Communicating. This is the mode of the various weys of man's
communication with man.

6. Socializing. Socializing is the mode of living with others
rather than living alone.

7. Thinking. This thinking is confined to "a function of the total
personality,” for we think all over, not mesrely in & local brain, but

throughout every organ cell,

8. Teaching. In this teaching one¢ makes others in terms of
himself.
9. Energi « This mode has to do with the receiving of energy

or power; it is eating and breathing o wntinuelly replenish the

energy with which he was born.
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10, Originating. Originating is the highest mode of human action,
for by it new things come into the warld.1 |

Modern education requires the perents and teachers to revise their
traditional concept of education as separate from lifs. Recent trends
in course-of-study construction require for successful administration
the utilization of local rescurces. In the past courses of study were
worked out with specific pages in text books ic be considered, This
practice 1is changing to that of making state courses of study in the
form of principles with suggested practices, leaving to the faculty the
selection of local material to be used for educative purposes.

The American Association of School Adminisirators states:

"The modern curriculum is not a fusicn of subjects or a

correlation of subject matter, but rather an attempt to solve

problems and promote school and community enterpriseSc.cev..e

A community curriculum provides opportunity for ad;}uatmeﬂt for

the handicapped child and for the gifted child as well,”

Training should be provided whereby slow children may find tesks
where real contribution to human welfare can be mede, and gifted chil=-
dren may find real life problems with enough clinllenge to bring out the
use of the most complex mental funetion.

Embree lists five articles which stand out as being the kinmd of
preparation children need for rursl living. They are:

1. The ability to read and write clearly and understandingly.

1

Melvin, A. Gordon, The Activitated Curriculum, The John Day
Compeny, New York, 1939, Chapter XI, pp. 96-12

2

American Association of School Administrators, Schools in Small
Communities, Washington, D. C., 1939, pp. 120=122
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2. Knowledge of farming, ineluding some understanding of the
biological purposes and appreciations of mture.

3. Some skill in the use of figures.

4e Manual dexterity, especially in the handling of wood, febries
and other materials, and in simple mechanics.

5« Health,

He states these as "self evident" necessities for any successful
1life in the country. Reading is of course the first commandment even
among the three basic "R's", If a child can and does read he can care
for the rest of his education by his own effort., "The difference between
educated and uneducated people is almost entirely the difference in
the range and understanding of their reading."l

Ability to deal with numbers and figureg is another of the essentials
of modern life. The goal is not of special traditional tricks of formal
mathematics, but a general understanding of the concept of numbers as a
tool, together with skill in handling the usually very simple problems
of every day life.

The five subjects are submitted as the essentials of the elementary
school in the rural district. "If children gein competence in these they
may live happily and suecessfully. Surely the I arning of five broad
topice are not too much to expect from six to eight years of common

2
school,

1
' American Assocciation of School Administrators, Schools in

Smell Cormunities. Washington, D. C., 1939, pp. 120-22

2
Ibid., pp. 120-22
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In recent years the Jeanes Supervisors, through the use of the
Anna T. Jeanes fund have made an approach to the educational needs of
the southern rural ﬁegro youth, They werk directly with the sch501 in
such a way as to reach the lives of the people. They aim to inspire
them to improve their homes and their living conditions generally.
They appreciate knowing that they have inspired a family to become am=
bitious for screens on their windows as much as they appreciate knowing
that & new textbook has been adopted.

"Since the fall of 1939 two Negro institutions have been
assocliated with the cooperative study of teacher education
sponsored by the Commission on Teacher Education of thre
American Council on Education ...... Several of the public
school sye teme associa ted with the cooperative study which
have large numbers of Negroes in the constituencies have
been pertially elert to the needs of their Negro teachers
and sent them to Work Shops and other types of confeérences
and meetings ..... Through the assistance of the General
Board of Education, Prairie View State Normal and Industrial-- .
College in Texas started a novel project during the summer of
1941, Fifty persons came together for three weeks of study,
Among these were farmers and their wives, teachers, school
supervisors, and business and professional people. The

group consisted of ten representatives from each of five
communities., A eross section of each cormunity was secured
go thet new ideas sbout living and schooling would have a
better chance of being incorporated in the life of the
community then if only the teachers had comesess. ‘

Several truck loads of home and schopl furniture that
needed refinishing and machines that needed repairing came
with these people, The members of the "class" were taught
how to improve their way of living by practical demonstration
of how their own beds and mattresses could be repaired, how
the school rooms could be made more attractive, how the farmers dollar
could be made io go farther, and how the soil could be mede to
produce more."

Considering the number of problems in Lincoln County and the

consisteney with which they remain it is quite evident that there is

X

Sutherland, Robert L., Color Class and Personality. American
Council on Bducation, Washington, D. C., 1942, pp. 126-28
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a weak fibre in the educational system of the county. The fact that
Prairie View and other educationsl institutione have found methods
of solving the problems of their rural communities is evidence that it
can be done, The writer suggests that the edueational authorities of
Lincoln County become more concerned about the problems of their county
and in the light of the examples givern in this study, or by some other
method, at least make an atitempt to revise the school curriculum so as
to train the students to meet the needs of the community.

The writer does not mean to say that the use of books should be
excluded entirely, but thet they should be used as guides or foundations.
After all, "it is not the aim of education to give the child knowledge
of the three "R's" end let him go. It is the duty of the school %o
train the child for citizenship which necessitateé the training of the

1
child for and about life around him."

1
Department of Education, State of Oklahome, & Guide to the
Study of the Curriculum, 1941, Chapter VII



CHAPTER VI
TEACHING PERSONNEL

Number of Teachers end Their Training, The state has employed
for Lincoln County thirty-eight Negro teachers to provide instruction
for 778 Negro students. This gives an average of twenty=one pupils
for a teacher. This average is far below the state average of thirty
pupile for a teacher,

So far as college hours are concerned, the teachers are adequately
trained. The teachers training is as high as a Mgster's degree, and
none below eighty hours of college work.

In order to teach in Iincoln County, one must have a collegiate
certificate in the field in which he teaches,

Table. IV on the following page shows the distribution of training
among the Negro teachers of Lincoln County by sex.

Experience of Teacherg: Table V shows the mejority of the teachers
have taught for a period exceeding eight years.



TABIE IV

DISTRIBUTION OF TRAINING AMONG NEGRO TEACHERS
OF LINCOLN COUNTY BY SrX

Training Meles _Females Total
lasterts degree 5 5 1
20 hours advanced study '
beyond Bachelor's degree 2 1 3
10 hours study beyond _

Bachelor's degree 3 2 5

Bachelor's degree 5 14 19

70-90 hours college

work 1 ) 10

Total 11 27 38
TABIE V

TEACHING EXPERIENCE OF THIRTY-EIGHT NEGRO PUBLIC SCHOOL
TEACHERS IN LINCOIN COUNTY

Years of Experience Number of Teachers
17=20 3

13-16 10

9=12 8

3-8 10

14 7
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There are seven who have taught less than four years, and
according to the report of their supervisor, have given satisfaction
as teachers. Twelve have taught for a period of Pifteen wears. Seven
have taught more than fifteen years. |

Ieacher-Salary Schedule., The following scheduls is used as a
bagis for calculating teachers' salaries in the minimam Programs:

(2) For each teacher holding a first grade elementary certifi-
cate issued on examim tion, fiftg-five ($55.00) dollars per month.

b) For each teacher holding an elementary certificate issued on
forty (40) hours .of college work, seventy ($70.00) dollars per month,

(c) For each teacher holding an elementary certificate issued
on forty (40) hours of college work, seventy-five ($75.00) dollars
per month,

(d) For each teacher holding a State Certificate issued on three
(3) years of college work, eighty ($80.00) dollars per month.

(e) For each teacher holding a State Certificate issued on a
Bachelor's degree, ninety ($90.00) dollars per month.

(£f) For each teacher holding a State Certificate issued on a
Master's degree, ninety-five (£95.00) dollars per moﬁt.h.

(g) Provided that five ($5.00) dollars per month for each yesr of
experience, but not to exceed two years for teachers without standard
“baccalaureate degree, not to exceed four years for teachers with standard
baccalaureate degrees, and not to exceed five years for teachers with
T;lastaf's degrees, shall be added to the monthly schedule to be used as a

1
basis for apportionment of state aid.

1
Crable, A. L., State Superintendent of Public Instruction. Oklahoma

City. 1941, Teachert!s Salary Schedule.
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Table VI shows the salaries received by the thirty-eight Negro

teachers in Lincoln County and the number receiving the verious

salaries,
TABIE VI
SALARTES RECEIVED BY THE THIRTY=-EIGHT NEGRO
PUBLIC SCHOCI TEACHFRS IN LINCOLN COUNTY

Amount per TYear Number of Teachers
$ 1200 2
1100 i
1000 25
800 10

According to the state law regarding teachers' salary, the teachers
are paid on the basis of their qualifications., The table above shows
the salaries of the high school principals, teachers with Masterts de-
grees, teachers with bachelor's degrees and teachers, ‘whose training

is less than a bachelor's degree.



CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY AND CONGLUSION

Summary: 1. There are twenty-one Negro public schools in
Lincoln County. Two are high schools, six are two=room elementary
schools and thirtesn ere one room elementary schools,

2. There are seven brick and native stons buildings and four-
teen frame buildings.

3. There are thirty-eight Negro teachers in Linecoln County,
eleven of whom are men and twenty-seven women.

4. Generally speaking, the men have ths bettef training; of
the nine teachers who have done advanced study, six of them are men,
although the only one having received a Master's degree is a woman,

5, ©Of the eleven men teaching in the county, only one deces not
have a Bachelor's degree., Of the twenty-seven ‘women who are teaching
in the county, only eight do not have Bachelor's degrees.

6. There is only one Negro weman principal in the Lincoln
County Schools,

7. The school buildings are kept in good repair, but there is much
need for reconstruction of all the buildings,

8. None of the schools have adequate playground eguipment,

9, The teachers are paid according to the State .salary schedule,

10. A1l Lincoln County teacters have as much as ninety hours of
college training.

li. The condition of the roads in bad weather is the greatest cause

of absence among those students that have to ride the bus to school.



12, The health conditicn of the schools was found VEry un=
satisfactory because of improper lighting, heating and ventilation.

13, There has been ;a. great decrease in the number of schools
and students in the county during the last decade.

14. There are 778 Negro scholastics in Lincoln County: all are
enrolled in school., Seventy per cent of them are enrolled in ele-
mentary school,

15. Vocational agriculture is taught in only one Negro school
in Linccln County.

16, Home Economics is taught in only two schools in Iineoln
County.,

17. There are nine buses for transportation of children to five
of the schools in the county,

18. In msny ceses the children have too far to walk to school,

19. There is not a Negre lawyer, doctor, or prominent business
man in Lincoln County.

20, There is great need for coordims tion end assimilation of
subject matter on the part of the teacher in the one=room and two=room

elementary schools in Lincoln County.
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Recommendations. GConsidering the facts revesled in this thesis,
the writer hereby offers the following recommendetions and suggestionss

1. Tret the buildings be reconstructed and built on the pattern
set up as the proper style for modern schools.

2. That more recreational and instructional equipment be provided
for the schools.

3. Tt the heating systems be revised and modern circulation
systems be installed.

4o That gsome means be provided for a cook and janitor in order that
these duties not be performed by the teacher,

5. That a drive be put on to improve the roads.

6. &%at the high schools put more emphasie on voeational agriculture
and othor subjects thet will meet the community needs.

7. That in cases where it is possible, two or more of the small
one~room scliools should be consolidated using the teacher of each school
to meke up the faculty,:

8. That there be an effort made to attain a werk shop course or
gome other method of trel ning that may eerve as a solution to the many

problems of the county and communities.
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Conclusion: Educational availability in Lincoln County is in

proportion to the development cf the following factors and will be

improved in proportion as these factors are improved:

1.
2,
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8,

School buildings

Beautification and improvement of school grounds
Declining population

Curriculum

Eguipment

Libraries

Heating, lighting, and ventilation

Transportation
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Adens, B. B, Mr..

Austin, Leslie, Mr.

Barnett, L. M., Mps.

Benford, R. L., Miss

Black, T. H., Mr.

Brown, W. J., Mr.

Busby, E. T., Mr.

Cooper, J. H., Mr,

Cunningham, Chas., Mr.

Denyer, T. H., Mr.
Eakers, J. J., Mr.
Flowers, Myrtle, Mrs.

Gaines, Mrs, Luisa

Greer, L. V. Miss
Hall, Deisy Ray, Mrs.
Johnson, W, L, Lawyper
Jones, Eva L., Mrs.

PERSONS ‘INTERVISNED
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Early teacher

Prineipal Golden
Valley School, Stroud

Pioneer Student

Principal; Dunber
Scheol, Stroud

County Agent

Present County Super-
visar

Princeipal, Douglass
figh Sehool, Chandler,
Cklehoma

Principal, Lincoln
School, Chandler

Pioneer teacher

Pioneer teacher
Early superintendent

Principai, Dumas
School, Stroud

Prineipal, Galilee
School, Payson

Pioncer Student

Gounity Home Denon=
gtration Agent

Frincipal, Prague
Sehool,; Prague

Pioneer teacher
Early superintendent

Principal, Donglass
School, Fallis

Principal, Carver
School, Davenport



PERSONS INTERVIENED
(Continued)

Leach, Mattie, Miss
Marshall, Violette, Mrs.
May, Peerl Lee, Mrs.

Mukes, Gecrge W. Mr,
Sawner, Lena L., Mrs,

Sneed, Helen, Mrs,
Thomss, J. W., Mrf
Williams, Mary, Mrs.
Wilson,; J. Be, Mr,
Woodard, Cephes, Mr.

Woodard, Dollie, Miss
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Principal, Red Ock
School, Chandler

Prineipal, Pleasant
Valley Scliool, Payson

Principal, Kickapoo
School, MeCloud

Pioneer Student
Early teacher

Principal, Midlothian
School, Midlothian

Pregent County Superin=
tendent

Prineipel, Great Hope
Scliool, Merriek

Principal, Avery School,
Avery

Principel, Dudley School,
Garney

Principal, River Bend
School; Stroud



QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Name of School
2

+ Distriet Number

3. Ioecation of School

Le ' Size of District _ Miles

5. Number of Studente: Male Female

6. Number of families in districts

T+ Number of homes from which students come

8. Number of students walking 4 miles to school Male_ Female
9. Number of students walking 3 miles o sehool Male Famale
10. Number of students walking 2 miles to school Male Female

11l. Number of students walking 1 mile to school Male Fenale

12. Number transported Male_. Female

13. Iist occupation of citizens and the number engaged in esgch

14, Idist businesses or professions of Negrees in your community

15, IList all m terisl and equipment used as teaching aid

16. IList all articles of furniture

17. Describe seats and desks

18, What ig the inside dimengion of your school reom

19, What color outside Wha t color ihside

20, How many windows Size What direction are they?



2L,

22,

23

24‘.

25.

26,

27

28,

29.

30,

14

32.

Whet is the condition of your building?

Does it need repairing?

How large is your school ground?

List the kind of playground equipment

Hor' is your room heated? Lighted

Ventila ted .

Do you have hot lunch? Who prepares it?

Do you have a janitor?

How many old age pensioners in your district?

WP workers Other government dependents
Does the high school bus come through your community?
Please draw e map of your community showing location of' homes and school,

Indicate the types of reads = Gravel Pavement Dirt
The distance between the homes and school

What is the condition of the roads for travel? Are they ever

impagsable? Comment

What conditions do you think need improvement in your echool and

community?

How ‘much teacher training have you had?
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