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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Curriculum development 1is definitely and markedly on
the increase and interest in this movement 1s nationwide,
To support this sweeping generalization, the writer of this
study presents the facts of contimmed end increased offort
in curriculum~bullding on the part of city and state departe
ments of education,

Recommendations for resolving the manifold problems of
curriculum development will probably be meaningful only to
the extent to which they are based upon a thoughtful con=-
sideration of the present status of "eurriculum thinking" in
the school systems of the country, There is only one point
from which an attack on these problems can intelligenily be
begun in a given locality. This point, obviously, is
largely defined by the nature of the views concerning cure
riculum problems which are held by teachers, supervisors,
and sdministrators in the commnity under consideration,?

There is apparently a rapidly growing conviction that
the fundamental basis of the curriculum is to be found in
experience, and that school experiences should, so far as
poasible, be broad as those of 1life itself,

The Problem
The main purpose of this thesis is to analyze and com=

'Edith ¥, Baber, gb.al., Ihe Changing Curriculum, p. 1.



pare the curricule of ten of the leading colored high
schools of Texas end to propose practical procedures for
enriching them, This involved three minor problems:

1. To point out the functions of the high school cur-
ricula in its attempt to educate youth through
modern trends in education,

2+ To show the extent to whiech the seecondary schools
should contribute totally to the develcpment of
social welfare as well as to individual competence

~ through i well=developed curriculum,

3, To compare the curricula and propose suggestions
and 1llustrations for reorganizing and improving
them,

Heed for the Study |
During the past tem years, the American public school

systems have been subjected to eritical serutiny, Many new
points and proposals for curriculum reorgenization to meet
the needs of new social objectives have been advanced by
workers in this fleld of publlic education,

Today, everywhere, there is a challenge of old aims
and purposes and objectives, and a marked tendency to ree
shape the school to make of it en instrument expressive of
e larger democratic purpose, In particular, has the ecenter
of gravity in instruction been shifted from subject to the
pupil and his needs as a momber of scclety,

A study of the curricula of ten of the leading colored
high schools of Texas was made and revealed that the center



of confusion literally lies within the field of soclal
philosophys Chiefly, becsuse of the confusion erising from
disagreements and mlsunderstandings at these two centers in
philosophy and psychology, our efforts at curriculum develop-
ment are marked by contradictory, conflicting end inconsise
tent thoughts and practices, These are to be found in
every phase of curriculum worke-in deciding upon the funce
tion of the curriculum, in plamning 1ts evolution., For
these reasona, 1t 1s apparent that there 1s a need of a
study to show that if the curricula are to be kept abreast
of the times in a changed and changing society such as ours,
and 1f the doctrine of formal diseipline 1s to be repudiate-
ed, obviously, the basic content of the curriculum muat be
altered as soeisl changes ocour,
Delimitations

This problem was limited to the ten leading colored
high schools of Texas as have been evaluated and classified
by the State Board of Bducation, No aschool has been con-
sidered thet 1s not of the "AA" clasa, Tt was limited to
the study of the curricula of these leading colored high
schools, No other feature of the school was includedj this
was considered to involve a separate study, This problem
was further limited to a study of the present curricula of
each high school, No attempt was made to survey or inves=
tigate the curricula of past yearse-as the writer's alm
was to compare the present curricula of the high schools
with the modern-day curricula developed by the State Board
of Education and suthorities in education,
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The curriculum of each school was presented and each
curricula was considered separately except in a few ine
stences. The reason for this was that 1t would require a
separate study for each school's curriculum.

Pefinitions

"Comparative" es used in this study, means to bring
together in face and examine the reletions they bear to
each other, espeelaslly with a view to ascertain agreement
or differences one to another,

"Analysis" es used in this study mesns a consideration
of the separate perts of the material and thelr relation to
each other,

Beview of Related Literature

J¢ Paul Leonard, President of San Francisco State
College, in March, 1946, published his book on Curriculum
Develorment.® He sought, in his book, to bring out the
relaticn between the program of the secondary school and
the soclal problems of each major period in our history.

Hollis L. Caswell anmd Doak S, Campbell, based their
volume, Cuppiculum Dovelooment,® on extended field experi-
ence in curriculum program and cn the extensive study of
specific problems of the eurriculum, Out of this experie
ence and study have developed considerations, conclusions,
and practices differing in wvarious aspects,

1J, Paul Lecnard, Dovedo o Mur leonderr ol 1
urrioulum, Chepter V, pp. .

®Hollis L, cnﬂnn end Doak S, Campbell, Curriculum
Development, p. vii,




A similar study wes made by the committee of the
department of Supervision and Diroetors of Instruction and
the Soclety for Curriculum Study, The title of the book is
Ihe Changing OCuprpioujum.® The purpose of the book is to
meke aveileble en upsto-date summary of thought and prase
tices It includes the thooretical bases of the curriculum
develorment,

Recent periodicels afforded related materieal on the
writer's subjects : The artiele, "The Curriculum for Learne
ers in Our Times"® by Floremce B, Stratemeyer, et. sl
point out that the curriculum should be centered around
the pupils! needs; interests, and the community in whioch he

. 1lives,

The Netion's School for June, 1947, published an artie

ele entitled, "A Student Suggests Curriculum Changes,"® by
George Austin, The author gave facts to prove that the
intrinsic obligations of the educational system is to endow
the youth with certain widely applicable skills and to make
available to him a comprehensive program of vocational
guidance,

Other books and periodicals were used that are not
mentioned but will appear in footnotes on the preceding

1Baber '

'Florax':og'nﬁ .%i';atmyor gt.al., "The Curricnlum for
Learners in Our R, m&:l g]iggg necard, Vol.
48, No. 7« P» .

%george Austin, "A Student sts Curriculum Changes,"”
fe * June, 1947, D 37




peges and in the biblicgrephy of this thesis,
Hetheod of FProcedurs

The writer collected the curriculum of each of the ten
schools,® A careful study of esch curriculum was made,
with an analysis of each sourse orfond in relation to 1te
eredits, importance and whether 1t was required or olece
tive ., |

The next step was to set up a standard currieulum by
using information offered by the State Board of Education
and viewpoints of suthorities in the fileld of curriculum
study. Zach school's curriculum was compered with the
standard currioculum to show the deficlenciles in 1t,

The finsl step was to make suggestions, illustrations
and regommendations for reorganizing and improving the
curricula,

‘only seven of the ten responded.



THE FUNCTION OF THE CURRICULUM

A belief that educaticnal theory and practice should
be thoroughly in harmony with the social philosophy of dem=
ocratic living was reported ss charscteristie of all but a
very few of the more than three hundred teacher populations.
This 1s not surprising in view of the J,.ong-poaji:nlqﬁad and
oft repeated declaration that the chief purpose of the
school 1s to prepare good citigzens,.*

It has been argued frequently end persuasively that
public education cannot effectively discharge its obligae
tions to society if it 1s made a cloistered enterprise
remote from and indifferent to the realitiea of everyday
life. Practically all elementary and secondary teachers
subseribe to or incline toward the view that the school
should come to grips with reality and that the pupil should
be introduced to the strains, stresses, and tensions of
contemporary life.

The function of education 1s not mere working of point
of view or opinion, Its validity 1s rooted in the deep-
seated relationship between social processes and the emerg-
ing socletal values,®

lBG.b.I‘. Ope e¢ite, pe 5.
'M'l Pe 6%7.
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There have been several kinds of changes in the tradie
tional subject curriculum, Probably the first of these was
the addition to the existing subject offerings of those
which seemed to be appropriate to the changes in purposes
of the pupils who went to schoel. The voeational subjects
were Iintroduced to meet the demends of laboring men for a
utilitarian school end those if industry for trained workers.
Heme economies ceme in with the opening of schools to girls
and with the utilitarien eoncept of edueation, Subject
after subjeot has been added tut with each mew addition
there was not an accompanying reorientation of the total }
offerings or a bdbaslc consideration of the unity of the totnl
pattern,

¥hen only a few subjects were offered to a selected
student body, all pupils were reguired to pursue the same
subjects, There were no electives, But as the range of
subJects increased and as the interests and needa of the
enlarged school population became more heterogenoous, there
grew up a2 need for selection in terma of groups of pupils,
This led to the division of the secondary curriculum into
¢laagifications based upon the purposes which the subjects .
night serve: (1) general curriculum, (2) academic curricu=
lum, (3) commereiel curriculum, (4) scientific curriculum,
(8) vocational curriculum, In different communities dif-
ferent nomes were used to indicate these divisions, but
these five represent essentially the manner and extent of
orgenization, All these led to high school graduation,
end as a general rule all had a few subject requirements in
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Gommon, such fnglish, mathematics snd some history, Col=-
lege~bound people usually pursued either the scademis or
the sclentific ourrioulaj pupiis entering the trades fole
lowed the vocational, and youth going into business took
the commercial ; those who wanted a liberal education, end
did not malke voeational decisions early, followed the gzen-
eral curriculum,?

The existence of academies depended upon their ability
to attract students; hence, it was but naturel for them to
offer instruction in eny subject for which there wes e
demand, HNany excellent teachers devoted their energles to
the academy,

In contrast te the Latin Grammar school, whose curricus
lum ran parallel to the elementary school, the academy built
upon the curriculum of the common school, It received pupils
who had completed an elementary education, and gave them a
secondary education which fitted them for active participa-
tion in the affairs of daily life or for entrance to cole-
leges The academy spread throughout the country., In 1850,
according to Inglis, 6085 such schools were in the states
that comprised the Union. Yet, educational opportunities

were edequate to the meeds of the genmeral public,”
g _the sdueation iheories of the Currigulum

There 1s a theory that the function of eduncation is to

—

S e

1lecnard, Op, cit., pp. 142-145,
"A. 7, Inglis, PErincirles of Sccondary Fducation,

Chapter XVI, ps 175,
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train the mind, or the intelleot, or to train youth to
think, Hobert M, Hutchine claims that 1f we tesch youth
the cultural heritage of Western Furope, we will by the
process glve them "adjustment to the environment of 19851,
bogcause the liberslly edusated man 1is prepared for any
world that comes,"?

Secondary education should be determined by the needs
of the soclety to be served, the character of the indi-
viduals to be educated, and the mowledge of esucational
theory and practice avallsble, These factors are by no
means statie, Society 1s always in process of developmentj
the character of the secondary school population undergoes
modification; end the sciences upon which educational the-
ory and practices depend conatantly furnish new information,
Secondary education, however, like any other established
agency of soclety, i1s congservative and tends to resist
modification, PFailure to make adjustments when the need
arises leads to the necessity for extensive recorganization
at irreguler intervalsa, The evidence is strong that such a
comprehensive reorganlzation is impevative at the present
time ,

There are three kinds of changes that the school must
recognize in building 1ts mrogram: (1) changes in sceletys
(2) chengee in secondary school populationy and (3) changes
in educational theory, under which they mention individual
differences, formal discipline, apprlication of Imowledge,

"Bducation for Freedom,"

irobert ¥, Hutchins
Atlentic Monthly, 183:512-526 (October, 1941).
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and eontimuity in pupil development, The mein objectives
of secondary education are hm'u the Seven Cardinal
Frinciples®«~health, command of fundemental processes, wore
thy home membership, vocation, eivie odmtion. worthy use
of leisure, and ethical character, These aims of edusation
were the first ones to be skated by a national committee
orgenized to ahﬂy the secondary curriculum in terms of the
activities of individuals in a demoeratic society rather
than in terms of subject achievement,

The funcbions of the curriculum are to be based upon
& concept as troad as life itself, and 1f the totel learne
ing experiences of youth are to approximate the needs of
social 1living, the curriculum must then have an anthropoe
loglcal and soclal foundation in the timeless metivities
of living, To secure this type of function there need to
be made surveys of human experiences which have been cone
tinuous throughout history snd which actually represent the
major functions of living.®

A currliculum based wupon this framework of needs will
be as broed as l1life itself end will give the teacher ample
opportunity to cheeck constantly the activities of the
classroom to keep them close to realistiec experience, Such
a scheme keeps the curriculum vital and contributes to the-
development of those skills and attitudes, information, and

W, W, Charters, Qurriculum Construotion, Chapter IT,

Pe 1
i ."Leonard, Op. ¢it., Chapter V, pn, 163-165,
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epproclations needed o function suceessfully in a demo=
eratic scbiety., It enables the teacher to tile together the
meaningful experiences and meterisls from every subject
field and gives purpose end direction to the activities se-
lected or those which may be available for cholce,

Another function of the curriculum is to enable the
school to plan at some time in the child's experience an
introduction to 811 of the important 1life experiences with
which he may be corntinuously confronted, It reminds the
teacher of her obligation to show the relationship of knowle
edge and principles to the social functions of living,
rather than leaving these to chance, It should also provide
for more even and balanced dlstribution of time and atten=

tion to the éntire germt of humen experiences.®

‘Mo Pe F70,



CHAPTER IIIX
PLANNING FOR CURRICULUM DEVRELOPHENT

The first step in curriculumedevelopment is to decide
vhat specific educationel results are to be produced.

The results to be produced shonld be stated in Iman
torms, Moast of them are human abilitles of ome kind or
another, Operating within these as factors are personal
qualities and characteristics of many kinds, The objectives
should be stated in definite terms, When so stated, 1t is
poasible for educationists to lmow with certainty at what
they are aiming, It 1s also possible for parents and stue
dents %o understand,

Curriculum=-development must find gulding prineiples
which will lead 1%t with all the certainty that 1s possible
in the right dlrections, It is helpful to begin with the
gimple assumption to be sccepted literally that education is
to prepare men and women for the activities of every kind
which make up, or which ought to meke up, wellercunded adult
lifej that 1t has no other purpose; that everything should
be done with a view to this purposey and that nothing should
be included which does not serve this purpcse, “hen we lnow
what men and women ought to do along the many lines and
levels of humsan experiences, then we shall have before us
the things for which they should be trained,?

Franklin Bobbitt, How o Nake & Currioulum, p. 7.
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) , Good Planning in Curriculum Vork
There are thirteen distinet steps in the organizsation
of a curriculum, They are as follows:

(1) The eduecation of the superintendent of schools bo
the needs for such a program,

The education of the superintendent of aschools is the A
most fl.lportant firat step in curriculum development since
his spproval 1s ebsolutely necessery for the establishment

of a sound program,

(2) The education of the Noard of Fducation in order
to scquire legel and finemeinl support,

Any poliey or type of procedure which involves the
organization of a new department appropriate funds and
personnel must be approved by the Board of Hducation.

(3) The selection of a curriculum director.

As the curriculum director is to be the responsible
head of the curriculum orgenization, he should have a hand
in setting up the machinery of his department end in deter-
mining the principles which shall gnide the econduet of the

program,

(4) The selection of a curriculum upacs.uist.l

The curriculum specialist acts as an adviser to the

*L. Thomas Hopkins, Curriculum Princivles, pp. 358-44,
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superintendent and 'tq the curriculum director in relation
to all problems involved in the entire curriculum program,

(5) The formulation of pelicies governing the organizes
tion, iy |

Such ‘polieies should include 2 statement of the aims
of the program and a statement of the ceriteris underlying 1.

(€) The esteblishment of the actusl organization.

Some of the most important factors which determine the
type of organization to be set up eare:
ay The alms of the program.
be The general policies agreed upon for
~ the ation of the program.
¢+ The sige of the school system. :
d, The amount of work Wrzaken'at any one time,
e, The amount of money availsble,
fs+ The mumber of yeers over which the work
is to be carried one, _ *
g+ The number of pesuliar local factors which are
to be considered,
{7) The education of the members of the educational

cCOrNsS.

The edusation of the mombers of the educatlion corps 1a.
exceedingly important for the success of the curriculum
developments In the same way that the teacher attempls to
bring her pupils in readiness to act in relation to certain
content, so the school system mmst educate the members of
the corps toc the point where they are in readiness to act
in prelation to the curriculum program,

{8) Te selection of the personnel,
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The persomnel should have at least a four-year college
education or its egquivalent, They should have hed experie
ence in teaching to be famtlier with elassreonm problems and
methods, but enough to produce erystallization,

(9) The development of general and departmental aims.

The aims committee has assigned to it four major duties
for which it accepts full responsibility., These are:
2¢ To set up the aims of education,
e Tg d::gnlm the aims of the various branches
of s
e. To dote'n‘iae the progream of studies,
d. To settle questions of coordineation end
articulation which out of the aims
of education, the eims of the various

branches of study end the ram of
studies, = e

(10) The production of courses of study,

There should be an aim of education anslyzed inte a
program of activities with aims lmom as ideals and & body
of content growing out of these activities from further
anelysis, which would begcome the course of study for teache-

ing, .

{11) The tryout of tentative materiels and courses,

Analyze the content and method of each subject included
in a branch of study to discover toward what phase of the
activities of life the work is being directed, Then, study
other content end methods which might be included, to see
if this branch of study counld malke a greater emount or a
different type of contribution to the activitiesz in 1ife,
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(12) The installation of the new courses of study, ‘

The eriteria upon which subjects should be included in
& program of studies are:
te They must have a direct relation t -
= y Hg lation to the aim
be They must have a direct relation to the
major activities of life,

¢e They must make direct contributions to the
eims of the branch of study,

(13) The establishment of a eontinucus-revision progrem.

There are & mmber of possible errors which may oceur
in a course of study even after all of the units of which
it 1s composed have been given an experimental tryout, The
first place to which committees shounld look for these is
the outcomes, If the experiment shows that pupils are not
achleving the outcomes desired, the assumption is that the
aims, content, and methods of the course of study are
sound, but that the outeomes are poorly selected,

If the outeomes are satisfactory, they shounld stand,
but if they are not, other factors should be turned to,
Such feetors are: methods of teaching, the aontent, the
time allotment, or the alms of tho subject,?
Eloments in Effeotive Plaming

Since the individual learns from everything to which
he responds, the learmer'e total curriculum must be con=
celived as all the situations with which he mst deal,

ATbides PPs 350-351,
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Educative experiences reside everyvhere~~in the home,
sehool, church, street, library, the press, industry, radlo,
movies, and in many other places, All those with whom the
child comes in econtaet are potentielly hie teachera, He
bullds his attitudes toward euthority through his family,
the polliceman on the corner, the mincipel of the school,
the teacher, the news reports of orime, and the like, He
loarns about new uses of technological resources through
new equipment in hls home, the advertisements in newspapers
and megazines, the dlaplays In local stores, and other
., medla, Agemiéa other than the school play an important
part in the education of children and youth, therefore the
school's curriculum must be organized and set to include
these factors,®

"hen the perscnnel and its organizetion for the cure
riculun making program have been determined the next cone
cern of the responsible officlal is the procedures which
ghall be employed in order that certain elements of the
program may be brought to successful completion and develope
ment,*

The Association for Supervision and Curriculum Devele
opment of the N, B, A, gives as 1ts belief of elements in

effective plamning the following:

‘Stratmye!' » ﬂp ﬂo » QR. m.. Pe 457.
*Eawin S, Lide, Procedure; Cur,
Pe s
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Pupils, teachers, and administrators grow

in understanding whal 1ife is all ebout
has a chanece to test for hin-olr

vhat ia t and vhet isn't,

Youngsters learn by making choices and
seeling how they worik,

Youngsters have a chance to think and
talk about our social structures and decide
how 1t . be improved, oyt

that ens in the school is determined
by what boys and girls need individnelly and
in groups, now | tomorrow,

The curriculume--what boys and girls deo in
;ghoo%:-h:s meaning and significance for the
er -
oo;mm&ty egencies, including our
homes and schools, work together for better

education, ]
There 1s mutuel respect and confidence
a8 we work together to ve our schools.

School programs are contimually be
welghed and improved in the light of t=s
ways of workiﬁ.

Parents citizens are helped to undere
stand what thelr youngsters need to learn and
how it can be taught

State and rederai eld goes %o goummitiu
vhich cannot pay for good aschoola,

e Assoclation for ervision and Curriculum Dovele
cpment, N.E.A, Wmmmm Vol, IV, No,s VI,
Merch, 1947. Dp. .



CHAPTER IV

GRITICAL ANALYSIS AND COMPARISON OF THE CURRICULA
OF TEN .OF THE LEADING COLOREBD HIGH SCHOOLS IN
TEXAS

Any curriculum repregsents the point of view of the
individuel or group working upon it at any given time, If
the progrem is made solely by the teacher, the curriculum
represents his vhilosophy, modified by the pressure of
extermating eircumstances influencing his activities, If
the program 1s prepared by a group, it 1s msually o come
promise among the existing members, and reflects a fusion
of the points of view acceptable to the majority., Chenge
from time to time comes ebout only as the result of intel-
lectual or practical dissatisfection with what exists or as
the result of outward pressure by those who are dissatise
fied.

Educational research has csused us to realize the
inadequacy of our educational program in fixing skills, in
imparting information, or in establishing desirsble be=
havior, We have had to abandon our faith in the general
transference of learning from cne situation to another,
Changes in our cultural patterns, our mores, our points of
view, and our system of values are mede slowly, in con=
trast to the rapidity of the strides of Industry and sei-
ence, Thus 1t has become obvious to almost every teacher
that if the school does not keep pacé with changing condie
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tions, suddenly we shall wake up to find our existing pro-
grem of education out of gear,

Raquimmnts ror graduation: Pour-year high schools
should require at least sixteen academic units for gradua-
tion., The following eredits should be required for gradua-
tion from a four-year high school:

1ﬂh SRt ssevennnes 5 units
ros 1o i B el ol B o YRR
es e ] : can

His and Oivi ’

Labora ry Sciame es 1 wmit
Two years of Vocational Training may be taken in lieu

of laboratory sclence,

last Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year

English 1ish Englicsh English

gmient s BT Hﬁem History American History Egiga (1/2

ory or co=
i m:r:ld Hist sies or nonies

Civies Wm o m Chemistry

Occupations

General Scie Foreign Foro!,g

ence Biology lenguege T

Algebra I Algebre IT Flane Gecmet 50114 Geom=

AR w etry 1/2

Physical Physic

Education Education »(\i-ig t:!,e

+husic +Music +Music +lsie

+iusic mey include choral music or band,



II. Standerd Commercial Curpiculum

ht Tou- Year Year 4th Year

4 N sele)id p . 100
mmmgy Civics Typevmll -+ raphy I o &-—

Occupations Typewriting g&;o%:}c )

General Mathe- Algebra or Flane Ceom=
fca or Commereial etry mpbg II
Algebra Arithmetie Ameriecan
General Science Vorld Hiatory History renrnl
s
( ’
Ko es
(1/2
I1T, Stenderd Vocational Cuprdenium
1lat Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year
English Fng1ish Engl ish English
Jr. Business World History imerican 0111?0
Training or Art History
or General Sci-
ence or Commer- (°13 ;
clal Civies
Algebra or Art or Soiom; Plane Geom= Public
General Mathe- or Alsom ) etry or 8 Ing
metics mccm:xi g/e) Modern (1/2 ge
6 <
o (17%)
(1/2
Aercmautice Aeronaue
tics
Homemslking 13 Homemelking 13 Homemaling 1
Vocational Vocational Voecatlonal B
Agriculture Agriculture Agriculture 1 or
ern
Language

A1l courses in Music with the exception of Applied
Yusic mast de regularly scheduled within the dally program
end must be taught not less than 45 minutes a day, five days
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gor woek, 36 weoks per year to receive one unit of eredit
tudents who intend to major in Musie 1 28
.”uliﬁ Ip II: III- Singe IJ!D atudent :lynﬁcmonggﬁs%&dfmtm

eredites in mmsie, ne ‘
1isted in the bullet h!l(:}ool will have more than four units

Spdighs All students should be encouraged to complete
four units of Languege Arts, The fourth unit may be satlise
fied by devoting & full year to a study of gremmer, composie
tion and English Literature, or & full year to speech arts,
or & full year te journmalism, Work to represent the courses
in Fnglish should be:

Speech I: Fundamentals of Speech 1/2 unit.
Speech II$ Oral Interpretation of Literature, 1/2 unit.

Speech ITI: Dramatics, 1/2 te
Speech IV: Radio S 'ohu 1/2 wit,

Speech Vi Public palklng 1/2 unit,

Speech VI: Debate and Par lmtary Practice, 1/2 unit,

Journalism, The course should cover a school year of

nine months,. each of the four units
including nine weeks of regular classe
periodsn,

Soclial Studles should be: one year of either American
history or clvics, or a half year of each should be required.
Each high school pupll before graduation shall have had
gpecifiec instruction in the State and National Constitutions
end shell heve passed a satisfactory examination in each,
This study may be incorporated with either American history
or civicss One year should be devoted to liodern history and
World history.

A1l sociel studies should be taught in the light of the

Yigicp, Builetin of the Ntate Department of Idvuca o,
s 1943-1944, pp, 50-54,
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present day happenings, For this reason, current soccial
ecanomic, and polltical problems should be studied and
x-alated. whenever possible to subjects teught,
rel puanes: The state furnishes texts for the
first two units in Czech, ¥rench, Germsn, Latin, and Span=

ish, The amount of such material should be greatly increas=
ed in the third and fourth year classes, _

Because of the great interest in building cordial rele-
tions with our Latin American neighbor, 1t is suggested thﬁt
emphasis should be given to a study of the language, of the
llterature, of the history, the music, the art of these
gountries rather than of Spain, |

. Sglenge: OGeneral Sclence ha.a been deaignni:ed as a

flrst year subjects It may not follow any other scheme,

General Biclogy has been designated as a second year
subjecty It should not be offered to students who are regu=
larly onrolled in the senior year,

Physics and chemistry should not be taught below the
third year,
: Botany, Zoology, Physiclogy and Aeronautifcs are one
year coursos that aim %o breoaden the concept of 1ife and a
fund of information which will enable him to understand
and adjust himself better to the environment in which he
1ives. It should lead him to the study of the problems of
“healths of thé conservation of natural resourcesj of the
interdependent 1ife; and of the improvement of the rece
through high ideals of 1living.

Mathematlcg: Schools offering General lMathematics for
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the first time must give Algebra II during the introductory
year to accommodate the students who have had Algebre I,
Algebra I should be offered in the 2nd year following the
introduction of General Mathemetics, The mathematics work
of the fourth year may be made up of the gourses listed for
the fourth year,

Mathemetics should be approached as a series of meane
ingful 1life experiences involving various types of quantie
tative thinking and menipulative technigues rathor than as
& series of mere techniques without definite meaningful
assocliations, i

Commercial Subjectg: VWhen schools are organized on
hour poriods, 150 mimutes per week ocutside preparation will
be required, 3plit periods may be allowed, Poolkeeping
students who have not previously had elther CGeneral Math
or Commercial Arithmetic are required to take Commercinal
Arithmetic during the first semester in which bookkeeping
is taught., A mininum speed of 30 words per minute is ree
gquired for the one-half unlt course, the same as that ree
quired for the one-unit course, Two unite is the mexirmm
eredit which & pupil mey earn in typing. Yo student may
emroll for Typing IT until an average speed of 30 words per
minute for 15 minutes with meximum of five errors has been
achieved.

The commercial rrogram should contribute to the soclal,
personal, and vocationel avenues of o child's 1life through
the development in & practicel way of an understanding of
some pertinent concepts coneerning the orgenization, prin-
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eiples and problems of modern business, It provides opDOT=
tunities for reacting to situstions which will onplms!.so
the need for ethieal thinlking in the business world,

Home Feonemios: Homemelking 1s plenned as a basic course
for girls in senior high school who have had neither Foods
I nor Clothing I in junlor high school, ‘The two courses
are plenned so that the student who may have the oppore=
tunity to eleet but one unit in home economics may seeure
the basic informations which will be of most use to her in
the homemaking fileld . |

Homemalring I stresses important facts concerning rue
trition and methods of preparing food to conserve food vale
uwes, Fractical problems of purchasing food for familiea at
the various income levels are also worked out through the
laboratory work in cookery.

One~half wnit for each course constituting 1 unit for

high school gradustion 4s required.
Foods I 1s a course in the selection and preparation of

foods.

Foods II 1s & continuation of the study of the familly
foods, noeds, and the planning and preparation of meals,
with special emphasis upon dinners, '

Foods III stresses the study of mutrition,

Foods IV is deaigned to give further practice in cook-
ery in order to develop increased skill,

Clothing I 1s a basic course in the principles of

clothing selection and construction,
Clothing IT continues the study of color, line, and

design as an aid in selecting eclothing vhich is becoming and
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and in good taste,

Clothing III stresses the identification and oare of
fabrics so that better cholces of materials for clothing
can be made,

Clothing IV is en advanced course in dressmaking,
especially planned to develop skill in handling more diffie
cult materials and patterns aa well es to glve opportunity
for some originality in designing olothing,

One~half wnit offered for eaeh sourse for high school
greduation, , i

fhysigcel Fducation: A ome unit course is anthorized
in Health Education which may b6 placed in the Junior amd
Senlor year of high school,

A two unit course in Physfcal and Nealth Education is
suthorized for Senior high schools, The same student may
earn separate orodif:s in Health Eduecatlion and Physical
Education, or may earn two oredits in Physical and Health
Bducation, The same student may not earn credit in all
three,  Two units is the maximum credit in Physical and
Health Bducation which may be earned by any one student,

The curriculum of “heatley High School of Houston,
Texas falls short in comparing 1t with the standard ecurricu-
ium, Yo edvanced arithmetiec 1s offered in the curriculum,.
This course should be include:d beceuse it gives a serles of
meaningful iife experiences involving varicus types of
quantitative thinking end manipulative technigues, YNxplena-
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tiona and drills in the development of a clearly understood
end effective technique for the solution of very specific
problems in a 1life-like setting are a part of the course and
every high school student should be given an opportunity to
learn of these,

Journalism is elective in the curriculum of the school
when 1t should be required. This course should be required
and emphasized in all high schools because of ita i pore=
tance in the English Department of the curriculum, The aims
and objectives in Journalism give a view of its important
role in high school training:

1, It gives the student su.aatmtion end practice in
writing correct English,

2+ It develops literary style and accuracy of state-
ment.

3. It gives some knowledge of the newspaper and its
place in the present social system, its history,
its growth and its power of moulding public opin=-
ion.

4, It serves as a medium for motivating and demonstrat-
ing ideas and plans for & school newspapers

5. It gives an opportunity to "learn by doing” and 1s
one of the centers of liveliest interest to the

student,

Under the Soclal Studies, Wheatley does not offer Com=
munity Civies or Oecupations, World History nor Economics,
These courses aid in formmlating the basis of the area of
humen ectivity. Theose activities are:
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1. Gotting a living,
24 Protecting one's income from non-profiting goals,
3+ Expressing religious, aesthetic and national
impulses,
4+ Cooperating in social and civic sction.
6+ Choosing a vocation,

In all other respects, the curriculum of Vheatley
High School comperes favorably with the Standard Currioulum,

The curriculum of Jack Yates m@ School of Houston,
Texas, falls short of the standerd currilculum in these
courses: Secretarial training, boolleeping, commmity
eivies, and occupations,

Secretarial training should be a course that offers 2
units for graduation, the curriculum only offers 1 1/2
units. Bookkeeping 1s not requiredj it is elective to the
students in the commercial department, The standard cure
riculum offers bookkeeping as a required course in this de-
partment, Community civica and occupations are considered
as courses that should be included in the commerclal departe
ment, These courses are not offered in the curriculum of
the school, If a student chooses the commerecial field to
specialize in, enough courses that will prepare him to suf-
ficiently master the work should be taught and emrhasized,
These courses contribute to the social, personal and voca=
tional avermes of & student's 1ife in the following wayst

1. Through the development in a practical way of
an understanding of some pertinent concepts
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conecerning the organization, prineiples, and
some problems of modern business,

2+ By providing opportunities for reacting to site
uations which will emphasize the need for
ethical thinking in the business world,

3« By directing capabllities in commercial skills
into flelds of activity where the maximum
service can be rendered to soclety.

4, Through preparation for entering junior wage-
earning positions at the end of the secondery
school period.

Se Finally, gaining information about conditions,
opportunities and requirements for success in
various types of business organizations,

The curriculum makes no show of chemisiry as & required
gourse in the Seience Department, Chemistry 1s importent
in a high school curriculum, consequently, it should de
required of ell high school graduates, It gives the stu-
dent an understanding of chemical phenomena which affects
the delly life of the student and some knowledge of fundae-
mental laws, theories, and facts of chemistry. The value
of chemistry applies to milk, water, cooking materilials and
corbinations, soils, common plants, and other chemical
phenomena about us should be stresseds This subject should
tie up with the enviromment in which the student lives,

The underlying purpose in building this curriculum for



this high school was to plan one thet would best serve the
needs of the early adoleacent child,

Henee, the originel progrem has been revised from time
to time, retaining those subjects which are essential in de-
. veloping fundamental skills and disseminating knowledge,
yot including those which give the individual an opportunie
ty to follow his own interests and to discover his own
aptitudes and abilities,

The curriculum has these deflciencies in it: Nodern
Hlstory, World History, Community Civies, Occupations,
Junior Business Training end Vocational Agriculture are not
offered. Each one of these ecourses is included in the
standerd curriculum and should be included in the school's
curriculum, The explanation of the importance of these
courses hes been given under the analysis of the other
schools? deficiencies,

The curriculum of the I, M, Terrell High School 18
planned and executed on the seme style of the curriculum of
Jack Yates High 3chocl with emphasis pleced on the sub jects
in the speciasl flelds,

There is one aspect of the curriculum that 1s differ-
ent from the Jack Yates' Curriculum and thet 1s the Voca=-
tionel Depertment, which is not included in the Jack Yatesn'!
curriculum, 7The Vocational Department includes the follow-

ing subjects?

Machine Shop Mechanical Drawing Clothing
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Inasmuch as there are students who are anxious to
prepare themselves for manual lebor and Home Rconomics s the
makers of this school's curriculum felt the necessity of
ineluding courses in voecational training to meet the needs
of the students and the commmnity as well,

Texas History, Ancient History, Cormmunity Civics, m-d
Feonomics are not offered in the science department of the
school's curriculum, The place and importance of these sube
Jects have been previcusly mentioned in the thesis,

In the commercial department, two of the main courses
are not offered, They are Secretarial Training and Junior
Business Training, These courses serve as basic courses for
those puprdls who wlll choose the commercial field to special-
ize inj; therefore, they should be offered and required of
all students who are in the department,

z pf Cherlton=Pollard High School Curriculum
The curricalum of 'chnrltmorouard High School is based
mainly on subjects as are of the traditional schools' cure
riculum, Very little change has been made in the curriculum
for several years, For the past school session, 1946-1047,
typing was included for the first time, No shorthand, sec-
retarial training nor bookkeeping are offered, Thoae
courses make up the commercial curriculum and should be of-
gered in treining students who choose this field to speciale
ize in,

There never has been a Forelgn Language Depertment in
the school., Latin, French, end Spanish, es in the Noore
High School curriculum are not ineluded. The writer has
previously stated the plece end 1mportance of these ocourses
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in & school's curriculum. The seme holds true for this
school, :

There is no Vocatlonal Training in the school, Menuval
Treining, 1ike Home Eeonomics 1n the school has no courses
that are interrelated with it,

The schoolts music departments are very good, bub nét .
from the stendpoint of teeching fundamental courses that
will prepare the studente to choose music as s career,

The writer suggests that CharltonePollard High School
includes more of the courses that are required by the
gstandard currlenlum 1in its curriculum,

318 03 The «0jomon-0oles High Sehool Luriiculim
The curriculum of Solomon~Coles High School is quite
gimijar to Charlton-Follard High Schoolts curriculum in
several instances, In the commercilal department, Solomonw.
Coles only offers bookkeeping. The other commerciasl
courses thet are needed and should be required are not
included, In the Socisl Studies Depertment, these gourses
are not offered: Modern History, Commmity Civies, Occupa=
tions and Beomomics, In the Mathematics Depsrtment, Gene.
eral Matherstics in not offered and in the lModerm Lemguage
Department, French 1s not offered. ' |

These courses are included in the standard eurrliculum,
therefore they pley an important part in the training of
students. The writer suggests that they be included in the
curriculum, if the school 1s to adhere to the objectives of

eduncation, ) ,
fike Charlton~Pollard High School, Solomen=-Coles High
Schooll!s curriculum does not include enough of the courses
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that are offered in the standard curriculum., A wellerounde
ed program of reorganization and improvement should be en=-
tered into by each school,

rsis of the Moore High School curriculum
The Moore High School curriculum 1s set up under a
framework that is similar to the one that the criterias
eurriculum is set up under, The three main divisions are:
Academic, Commercial, Vocational, The subjects however are
distributed unequally as to the years or grades of the
pupils. For instance, history is elective to a student
untll he reaches his fourth year, when it should be
required, History or some subject of the social studies
should be taught earlier in the years of high schools They
relate to the present dsy happenings with a background of
what has happened in various countries, including our own.
It serves to give the pupils a basis for the knowledge to
discuss and leern of the current social, economic, and
political problems of the world in which he lives,

The curriculum of Moore High School does not place
enough emphasis on chemistry nor economics., Chemistry 1is
offered in the fourth year of the academic durriculum as an
elective with only 1/2 unit required for graduation when
one whole unit should be required and it should be offered
at least in the third year of high school,

No French is offered in the school's curriculum, Since
we are stressing the study of a language as a means of
communication, and beceuse of the great interest in building



ecordial relations and attitudes toward foreign countries,
it 1s suggested that emphasis should be given to a study of
the language of French as ﬂn as that of Spanish, The
literature, the history, the music, the art, and the living
conditions end resources of the countries should be teught
to give the pupils & better knowledge and a more intellie
gent understanding of his neighbeor countries,
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CHAPTER ¥V

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The primary funetion of the secondary school is to
maintain and improve the democratic state, The school,
thvs should serve as the chief institution of scclety for
the development of men and women who have the knowledge,
the skills, and disposition to work for the good of
demoeracys As such, its function is primarily social, but
the results of its endcavers ave revealed in the character
and the abilities of the boys and girls who pursue its proe
grem to completion. If the school is to discharge its ob~
ligations to the state and to ite citizens, i1t must see
¢learly the purposes for which it exists and seek through
every mosns posniblo to achieve the goals for which it was
esteblished,

The study, analysis, and omarimn of the schools
revealed the following:

1« Ho one of the schools meagsured up to the standard
curriculun in every respect, '

£+ That three of the seven schools that were included
in the study offered a curriculum that emphaslzed
‘most of the subjects thet the eriteria curriculum
emphasizes. . it '

%, That the schools do mot reveal thm@ the units
offered end required and the subjects that are
elective snd those requirved that enough emphesis is
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Blaced on specific training through the commer~
edal end vocetionel subjects.

Towdrd irprovement and develorment of the schools'
‘eurriculum, some of these major goals in secondary educa-
tion, then, will suggest the direction in which our schools
might move: ' '

(1) fecondary education should give primery attention
to development of citizens competent and willing to make
every needed sacrifice to make democracy work for all men,

{(2) A concomitant of this priﬁry responsibllity is the
task of developing a consuming desire for that kind of pube-
lic behavior toward other nations which produces peaceful
international relationships.

{3) Secondary education should develop & reaslizetion
that we have adequate resources to meet the economlie and
social needs of all our people and that these resources
mist be used for this purpose,

(4) Secondary schools should make youth consecious of
the fact that successful living depends upon adequate pere
sonel and public health, upon physlical fitnesa for employ-
ment and upon satisfying social end family relations,

(5) The secondary school should help youth to undor=-
stand that Americats traditional economie system of private
enterprise must serve the public good and that, if neces-
sery, it must be regulated by government.

(6) Youth need to learn that all men must work to pro=-
duce for individual snd group welfare and thet opportunities

for work must always be available,
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Finally, if these goals are to be attained, the firat
step should be taken by the high school in training these
youth through a well-rounded curriculum thet will reach out
to touch every chila.

The secondary school should see that each youth has
the knowledge he needs to improve his soeial and economie
status to the 1imit of his capacities, that each occupational
level carries ita own rewsrds end affords esch individual an
opportunity to enrich his 1ife without striving to rise to
levels where he cannot succeed,

The secondary school needs vast irprovements to make it
the kind of institution 1t can becomo, In o democracy, we
canmnot ask whether a child 1a the son of a laborer or of a
captain of industry before we admit him to a secondary school,
and we should not ask his color or race or future vocationsal
goal before we deside whether he should be educated, That
decision has already been made., We oducate ALL youth. The
gsecondary school must HELP all youth to live effectively in
& democracy, must prepare well for future study those youth
who can profit by a college educetion, and train for imme-
diate ocoupationsl employment those who lesve school at the
end of the secondary period,

imerica possesses the money, the equipment, the phile
osophy, end the leadership to make 1ts secondary schools
the most powerful institution in the world for building a
netion where men may live together peacefully and without
fear of want, BPut to accomplish these goals we must act
in hermony with the issues of the times,
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decommendationg

In view of the material gathered from the schools in
this study, their analyses, their comparisons, and their
eriticlsms, the writer offers the following recommendationst

1.

3a

4

That we must build a program to teach the meaning
of democracy sco that ': catech the idealism, .
enthusiasm, end loyaltlies of youth end tie them
to the competencies necessary to make the prine
eiples of democracy operative,

That we must teach the tools of soeisl and personal

living so that th will be competent to dlse

covVer new ts and truths end to solve their

g::blem. The school has traditionally teught the
ic skills, but many times these have been so

isolated from the life of the learmer that we have

lé;d to rely entirely upon memory for their reten=

on e

That we must teach youth that one of the most
hlgortane akills © ¢can lesarn is the unse of the
sclentific method. is can be done by emphasis
on courses that deal with such, The great shorte-

in the spplication of the scientific method
is found in the field of the social sciences,

That we must make avallable to all youth a

of lmowledge and one of prevention and trea t

that will enable them to maintain kaalth and

Wucd fitneas thrangout ife, The school
alth program should have five bases: (1) infore

?ngion necessary to maintein personal heslth,

2) information and attitudes necessary to
maintein gomnleamuth, (3) ogportunluea to
develop ecal fitness and meet recreationsl
needs, a4 service to prevent end treat.
disease, and {5) maintenance of healthful condi~-
tions in the commmity,.,. Stroesa on these pointe
o:.;: be made through courges in health educa«
L Ne

Thet we must grovida opportunities for all {:nth
te secure whatever trai they will need
enter a productive occupation as soon as they
leave school or to continue their‘atuqy toward
profeasional tgrcgrarm: or careers,® Vocationesl
programs in the school shouid be planned on the

‘Iomrd, Op. git., po 880,
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basu of the ohlng u-m%m by modern teachings
liore of m include a vocauo;ﬁl'
program in their curriculum,

6+ That we should give all youth l[dance in meeting
their pomcnul, aoo!nl, educationel and occupa=
tional problems, OCuldance has a specialized and
a general rmntim It relates to the curriculum
in that it directs youth into certain areas where
their needs may be met, It reaches beyond the
gchool inte the home and the communi I.n 1!:3
interest In personal and social adjus

7+ That we should give more attention to the t.gso-
of e ence where skills are required, T
more before, mathematics is becoming a r
ing sun, for more and more facts are being gi.m
to us through the use of statistical data, MNathee
maties is primrﬂ a tool, and as such f

ap*glieah:lgn othor subjeots, particularly the
asclences,

8+ That we should broaden the fleld of research in
curriculum development and study as the story
of the aecondw school enrriou!m from the
founding fathers to the pruont. is a story of
the currents or dominant eultural thought and

m.l

30. T, Wilson, 'The Socul end Business Usages of
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