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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The thousands of children and adults using playgrounds,
beaches, pools, and parks each summer illustrated one of
the striking developments of American life ••. the rise of
recreation as a major element in the national scene.

With

more leisure, higher wages, and greater mobility, Americans
have devoted a greatly increased share of their time and
money to relaxation and recreation. 1
Probably the greatest spur to recreation in the past
century has been the increasing amount of time made available for it by decreases in working hours.

A hundred years

ago, the average work week was about sixty-eight hours, and
only about sixteen hours a week could be devoted to leisure
pursuits.

With the average work week now about forty hours,

leisure time has almost tripled, totaling nearly forty-four
hours a week.

Earlier retirement and increase of the life

span, moreover, have added leisure years to the later
periods of life.

If these trends continue, the average

man is likely to have more spare time on his hands and an
increasing need for ways of using it constructively.
1
National Recreation Association, Recreation and Park
Yearbook of 1961 (New York 11, New York: National Recreation Association, 1961), p. 1.
1

2

With this increase in opportunity for play has come
recognition of the value of recreation to a healthy
society.

The role of play in good physical development

has long been lmown.

More recently, psychiatrists have

come to realize that recreation also helps to create sound
mental health by supplying desirable outlets for impulses
which are fundamental in human behavior. 1
Public recreation has followed a course somewhat
similar to that of public education, developing from small
programs serving only a few to large programs for people
of all social, economic, and age groups.

Opportunities

for recreation are now being provided by hundreds of
municipal and county governments.

Most states offer as-

sistance to local programs by maintaining state recreation
areas, such as parks, waysides, fish and game reserves,
beaches, and museums.

"The many Federal agencies that

provide recreational opportunities to the people of the
United States afford evidence that the Federal Government
recognizes recreation as a phase of the general welfare
for which it has a basic responsibility. 112
1 Ibid.
2

Robert T. Deland, Public Recreation as a Municipal
Service in Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama: The Alabama
League of Municipalities, June 1961, p. 23.

3

Federal agencies carry out a variety of
recreation functions in serving the general
public. Several of them control properties
such as parks, forests, wildlife reserves and
reservoir areas, which contain facilities
used for recreation. Some provide advisory
service in connection with the planning, operation and maintenance of federal, state and local
recreation areas and facilities, whereas others
serve through the publication of literature and
cooperation with national, state and other
agencies. 1

NEED FOR STUDY
Recreation is now an integral part of the educational
system, adding a fourth "R" to the traditional three ...
reading, 'riting, and 'rithmetic.

Youth agencies such as

boys' clubs, Four-H clubs, and Scout groups, have recreation as an important, if not major function.

Churches

have been active in recreation for children and youth,
and many of them now sponsor adult programs as well.

In-

dustrial recreation takes many forms, ranging from an
occasional company-sponsored recreational event to a
year-round program for each member of the employee's
family. 1
In view of the universal need and desire for recreation in its diversified forms, it is not surprising that
a multitude of agencies are providing recreation opportunities of widely different types.

Some of these agencies

serve only their members; others serve the entire community.

Many are concerned with a single form of recreation,

while others offer a wide range of activities.

Some

agencies exist for the financial profit which accrues from
1Harold Meyer and Charles K. Brightbill, Community
Recreation~ (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1964J, p. 461.
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providing the public with recreation, while the sole pur1
pose of others is the enrichment of life.
A simple and logical grouping of these agencies is
offered by Butler 2 under the following headings:
(1) governmental agencies, which include the various ones

created and maintained by federal, state and local governments; (2) voluntary agencies, which are supported primarily by private funds but which are non-exclusive in
their membership or afford recreation opportunities to
individuals who are not members; and, (3) commercial agencies, including many business organizations, which are
catering to the public demand for leisure-time activities
and which have developed commercial recreation into a
billion-dollar industry.
In spite of all the afore-mentioned agencies which
are contributing to the growth of recreation, there is
still a large gap between the recreational facilities
which are available and those that are needed.

Writers

in the field of recreation related the progress being made
to close this gap, but very little attention is called to
the advancements made in private recreation.
1

Boy Scouts of America, "A Study of Boys Becoming
Adolescent," (New Brunswick, New Jersey: National Supply
Services Division, 1960), p. 18.
2

George D. Butler, Introduction to Community Recreation, (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1960)
pp. 26-27.
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While working as a playground supervisor in the City
of Bryan, the writer observed weaknesses in the organization and conduct of the recreation programs in which she
worked.

This factor motivated her to engage in research

in order to adequately analyze the recreation program
and to suggest possible improvements.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
This study entailed an investigation of recreation
personnel, facilities, equipment, attendance, participation and use of playground equipment, and budgeting in
four selected recreation programs in the City of Bryan,
Texas during the summer of 1970.

Upon the basis of the

findings, the investigator offered suggestions which may
facilitate more effective administration of the Recreation
Programs in the City of Bryan.
DEFINITIONS AND/OR EXPLANATIONS OF TERMS
For the purposes of clarification, the following
definitions and/or explanations of terms have been established for use in the proposed survey:
A.

Recreation:

Agreeable activity by which persons
refresh themselves mentally or physically. 1

B.

Leadership:

The ability and readiness to inspire,
guide, direct, or manage others. 2
1.

Recreation Leader:

One who directs play

activities. 3

'carter V. Good, Dictionary of Education, ed. 2,
(McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1959) p. 425.
2

Good, p. 451.

3Good, p. 425.
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C.

Personnel:

Individuals connected with a particular

institution considered collectively whether employees
or students. 4
D.

Contractual:

Pupil transportation provided by an

individual or corporation in accordance with a
written agreement. 5
E.

Maintenance :

The repair and upkeep of tools, equip-

ment, and property. 6
F.

Leisure:

That which is done for relaxation or amuse-

mentor is guided by interests other than those relating to educational or vocational obligations. 7
G.

Voluntary:
.
8
t ion.

Something that is done at one's own voli-

DELIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
This study was subject to the following delimitations:

four selected parks located in Bryan, Texas,

270 boys and girls who participated in the survey; the
objectivity, reliability, and validity of the survey
instrument and the degree to which the subjects were
representative of the populations from which they were
drawn.

4 Good, p. 393.

7Good, p. 443.
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5Good, p. 128.

Good, p. 445 .

6 Good, p. 327.

PURPOSES OF THE STUDY
The purpose of this survey was to determine the
extent of participation and use of playground equipment
within four selected parks, and to analyze recreation
departments in the City of Bryan, with respect to personnel, programs, facilities, and budget.
Listed below are some questions for which answers
were sought.
1.

What is the range of ages of participants at
the four playgrounds?

2.

In terms of population, to what extent are
playgrounds and parks used?

3.

Are the facilities and equipment adequate to
meet the needs and interests of the participants?

4.

Is adequate and qualified personnel provided
to handle attendance during the various sessions?

5.

Is the personnel being paid satisfactorily?

9

SUMMARY

Probably the greatest spur to recreation in the past
century has been the increasing amount of time made available for it by decreases in working hours.

If these

trends continue, the average man is likely to have more
spare time on his hands and an increasing need for ways
of using it constructively.
In view of the universal need and desire for recreation in its diversified forms, it is not surprising that
a multitude of agencies are providing recreation opportunities of widely different types.

Some of these agencies

serve only their members; others serve the entire community.

Many are concerned with a single form of recreation,

while others offer a wide range of activities.

Some

agencies exist for the financial profit which accrues
from providing the public with recreation, while the sole
purpose of others is the enrichment of life.
The present study entailed an investigation of recreation personnel, facilities, equipment, attendance, participation and use of playground equipment, and budgeting
in four selected recreation programs in the City of Bryan,
Texas during the summer of 1970.

10
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Definitions and/or explanations of terms were
establ ished, purpose of the study and sub-questions were
outlined, and delimitations were given.
In Chapter II of the thesis, the investigator will
present a review of related literature.

The discussion

will be categorized into six divisions:

(1) Recording

a ttendance at parks; (2) Maintenance; (3) Money spent for
recreation; (4) Need and scope of outdoor recreation;
(5) Leadership and personnel; and (6) Management and

choice of recreation.

CHAPTER II
SURVEY OF THE RELATED LITERATURE
A review of the literature revealed that this study
did not duplicate previous studies, and that it is unique
with respect to scope, purpose and content.
Despite the increasing need for research regarding
the field of recreation, relatively little is known about
parks and playgrounds with respect to attendance, scope,
and management.

A review of research findings related

to each of these factors will follow.
The related literature has been categorized into
the following divisions:

(1) Recording attendance at

parks; (2) Maintenance, (3) Money spent for recreation;
(4) Need and scope of outdoor recreation; (5) Leadership

and personnel; and (6) Management and Choice of recreation.

12
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Recording Attendance at Parks and Playgrounds
According to the findings of a study of summer playground attendance conducted by the Advisory Committee of
the National Recreation Association 1, it was determined
that no single attendance index is applicable to all
playgrounds.
At the outset, the committee made the following
assumptions:

(1) the visit is the most feasible and satis-

factory attendance unit; (2) an actual visitor count
throughout the session is impracticable; (3) a peak count
is taken at most playgrounds at each session or period;
and (4) a modification of the peak count is necessary to
record all visits.
Based upon a report prepared by the National Park
Service, 2 at the request of the National Conference on
State Parks, over 273,000,000 visits, including 21,000,000
overnight stays, were recorded at 2,792 state parks and
related areas embracing nearly 5,800,000 acres.

Attendance

increased by 5.6 over 1960.
1

"Summer Playground Attendance Formula", National
Recreation Association, New York, New York, April 1961,
pp • 191 -1 9 2 .
2
"State Park Camping Facilities", National Recreation
Association Journal, New York, New York, May 1961, p. 154.
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Day use accounted for 91.1 percent of the total
visitors, an increase of 4.5 percent.
Maintenance
A study of the cost of maintaining facilities in
recreation and park areas was made in 1959 by a subcommittee of the National Recreation Association's National
Advisory Committee on Recreation Administration . 1 Lorne
C. Rickert, superintendent of recreation in Wicomico
County, Maryland was sub-committee chairman .

The sub-

committee's report was based upon replies received from
126 cities (many supplied only partial information).
Respondents' cities covered a population range from
4,000 to more than 2,000,000; only three, however, had
populations under 25,000.

Replies were equally divided

between recreation agencies and park or combined recreationand-park departments; eight reports were received from
school authorities and a few returns from other community
agencies.
Three-fourths of the agencies indicated that they
had their own maintenance division.

Eighty-two percent of

the park or combined recreation-and-park agencies had such
a division, 70 percent of the recreation departments, and

50 percent of the school authorities likewise had one .
1
Lorne C. Rickert, "Maintenance Problems", National
Recreation Association Journal, New York, New York,
March 1960, pp. 133~134.
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Maintenance work was usually handled by park or public
works departments when the recreation agency was not
equipped to handle it.
Less than half the reporting agencies kept performance records of individual maintenance men to ascertain
how much time each spent on such operations as mowing
grass, lining ball diamonds, and so forth.

Three-fourths

of the agencies indicated that they did not record cost
of such work as scarifying and matting an area or keep
performance data, such as the number of diamonds scarified
and matted per day.

Likewise very few agencies kept cost

records of maintaining specific facilities.
In 1964 Marcel 1 conducted a study for the purpose of
analyzing selected private non-profit recreational clubs
in the Baton Rouge, Louisiana area.

The recreation clubs

included in this study were termed "selected" primarily
because they were isolated for study by the exclusion of
other private non-profit recreational clubs which were
controlled by national fraternal orders, religious groups,
labor organizations or other national organizations.
The analysis of the data indicated that:

(1) private

recreation in Baton Rouge was varied; however, swimming
was the most popular activity, and it accounted for the
1

Norman Anthony Marcel, "A Study of Selected Private
Non-Profit Recreational Clubs in the Baton Rouge Area,"
"Thesis and Dissertation Abstracts", 26: 7065, March 1964.
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largest part of the money spent for recreational facilities.

Each recreational group had definite requirements

for membership, including the submission of an application
to a membership committee and the purchase of a share of
stock, membership certificate, or some other evidence of
membership; (2) the cost of the recreational facilities
in this study ranged from $4,650.00 to 185,000.00.

They

serviced membership groups ranging in size from eight
families to over a thousand members, at monthly dues ranging from $2.50 to $12.00, and an initial investment ranging
from $10.00 to $700.00; and (3) the eleven clubs in this
study represented a total annual income of $181,000.00.
In 1967, Swanson 1 conducted a study to determine the
amount of money spent by overnight visitors in Washington,

D. C.

The findings indicated that:

(1) of a total of

140,000,000 National Park System visits during 1967, 25
percent were omitted because valid assumptions as to their
spending behavior could not be determined; (2) average
expenditures per person per day of park visitation were
$15 . 12; (3) the average park visitor spent approximately
4.0 days in or near the park; (4) gross outlays by tourists
were $6,350.00; (5) from this figure, 30 percent was assumed to be direct personal income generated; (6) a "recreat ion multiplier" of 2.5 is selected to convert to total
1

Ernest W. Swanson, "Travel and the National Parks",
Journal of Leisure Research, Washington, D. c., January
1969, pp. 78-81.
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(direct plus indirect) personal income generated: 2.5 x
$1 . 905 million= $4,762.5 million.

This figure, capital-

ized at 4 percent, yields $119 billion as the "value of
the National Park System".
The fallaciousness of the Park System as a "generator"
of national income has been made clear.

"Still another

graphic indication of the National Park System's economic
impact is its 46-to-1 return per dollar of annual appropriation."

The 46-to-1 ratio is meaningless at this

point, but even if it were valid, use of the method might
yield considerably higher ratios for other kinds of government expenditures.
Need and Scope of Outdoor Recreation
In 1967, Reed 1 made an analysis of current statistics
on population growth, vehicle and boat registrations,
license sales and tourism business on government land in
Texas.

These figures show an unprecedented increase in

money spent by Texans and out-of-state tourists for outdoor
recreation.

Today, about 3,200,000 acres of land and

water are administered in Texas for outdoor recreation by
four federal agencies, the Parks and Wildlife Department,
river authorities and special water districts.
1
navid J. Reed and Leslie M. Reid, "An Analysis: Outdoor Recreation on Government Lands in Texas, "Outdoor
Recreation on Government Lands in Texas," (Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, May 1967), pp. 5-7.

18

According to the outdoor Recreation Resources Review
Commission 1 , age is the most important factor influencing
outdoor recreation activities.

Youngsters engage in those

activities that require much physical energy; activities
like swimming and bicycling are mainly for the young.

Some

activities are held throughout life, such as camping or
fishing or sightseeing.

A person who acquires a taste for

these in youth is likely to keep this activity throughout
life.

Other activities, such as walking for pleasure,

start off high in youth, then drop during the retirement
years.

Boating is an activity that tends to sustain it-

self, so do hiking and nature walks.
Another important socio-economic factor is income.
In general, Outdoor Recreation Resources Review Commission
surveys found that participation in outdoor recreation
rises as income rises.

This was generally true for summer

activities.
But participation in outdoor recreation over the whole
year was highest in income groups between $4,500 and $8,000
per year.

People with family income over $8,000 per year

are obviously taking their recreation in some other way
or these may be the professional people who are giving
themselves only a little leisure time.

1
Richard L. Dury, "Socio-Economic Factors", Proceeding
of Recreation Management Institute, (Department of Recreation and Parks, Texas A&M University, College Station, Texa S , C • 19 6 7 ) , pp . 51 - 5 3 •
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Gans 1 pointed out in an Outdoor Recreation Study that
11

•••

there have been no reliable empirical studies of the

relationship between outdoor recreation, mental health, and
mental illness." In fact, a lot of confusion exists. A
study 2 of 23,000 boys and girls "in Chicago revealed that
delinquents spent more time in recreational projects than
others." Menninger 3 points out that the healthy, welladjusted person recreates much more, and more intensively,
than the ill or maladjusted person.

He pointed out, how-

ever, that because an individual has a hobby it cannot be
interpreted to mean that it necessarily keeps him well.
He offered no evidence that recreation makes the ill well.
In a survey conducted by Bucher 4 at New York University
where it was found that the leading characteristics of
happy people were:

(1) interest in work; (2) interest in

hobbies; (3) interest in others; (4) lack of interest in
material things, and (5) rendering a service to individuals
and groups.
1Herbert J. Gan, "Outdoor Recreation and Mental

Health", "Trends in American Livin and Outdoor Livin
Outdoor Recrea ion", New York , 22: 23 -242, Apri
2

and
2.

Max Kaplan, Leisure in America, (Wiley Publishing
Company, New York, May 1960), p. 281.
3William C. Menninger, "Recreation and Mental Health",
National Recreation Association Journal, New York, November 1961, p. 82.
4charles Bucher, "Need for Recreation in Modern-Day
Living", Foundations of Physical Education, (The C. V.
Mosby Company, St. Louis, c. 1960), p. 186.
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Leader ship and Personnel
Sound personnel practices which are appropriate and
equitable for both the employee and the employing agency
are an important phase of modern, organized recreation
services.

Practical personnel policies must be estab-

lished and understood by everyone.

The agency must see

to it that the best interests of the organization, and the
public it serves, are protected.

On the other hand, gains

made by the agency at the personal sacrifice or expense
of the employee are not long-lived.

Well-conceived and

attractive personnel practices are an aid in recruiting
and retaining competent personnel and improve the quality
and effectiveness of the service.
Personnel practices must provide the answers to many
of management's problems.
promotion be made?

Upon what basis shall staff

How shall work performance be evaluated?

What kinds of "leave" practices should be established?
What shall be the salary schedule?

How and under what

conditions should employees be dismissed?

Employment con-

ditions are of real interest to the employee.

He, too, is

looking for information on which he can depend and which
affects his employment.

"What are my chances for being

promoted and getting a salary increase?
week do I work?

How many hours a

Do I get an annual vacation and how long?

Am I protected if I become ill or am injured on the job?

21
Is there a retirment plan?"

These and many other matters
.
1
are a part of personne1 prac t ices.
Organized recreation demands trained and competent
leadership.
personnel.

There is no substitute for well-prepared
The professional quality of the trainee must

continually improve to meet advancing programs methods and
techniques and changing conditions.
Until recent years no university or college offered
satisfactory training opportunities or recognized the
place of recreation in the curriculum.

Today there is a

general movement to create some type of preparation for
recreation in institutions of higher learning, both large
and small.
Training a recreation leader demands complete devotion to the problem, and the curriculum must grow out of
the needs of the profession, based upon sound fundamentals
and cooperative relationships between the universities and
the community agencies.

A

closer unity between the two

will bring results and assure organized recreation a continuous flow of leaders, as is now the case in medicine,
law, social work, and teaching. 2

1Harold D. Meyer and Charles K. Brightbill, Recreation
Administration, A Guide to Its Practice, (Englewood Cliffs,
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1960), pp. 240-241.
2 Ibid., pp. 219-220.
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In 1969 Hanson 1 made these comments on playgrounds:
(1) even if we consider one of the poorest objectives of

a playground as that of keeping children off the streets
it must be admitted that the streets have more interest
and appeal than most of our public playgrounds today;
(2) the children of today are not and will not be attracted
in large numbers to the old iron swing, slide and jungle
gym.
It should be stressed, however, that well-designed
playgrounds by themselves are not the complete answer to
a child's play needs.

Experience has shown that good

leadership is essential if any playground is to be completely successful.
Management and Choice of Recreation
According to the National Recreation Association 2
based upon material in Food and Merchandise Sales in Public Parks these considerations were made:

(1) protection

of the public against possible fraud and exploitation;
(2) number of hours it can be made available; (3) type

and variety of merchandise to be sold; (4) maintaining
proper attitude and relationships between employees and
1

Robert F. Hanson, "Playgrounds and Parks", Journal of
Health; Physical Education, and Recreation, Washington, D.
C., 19 9, Vol. 23, pp. 35-36.
211 concession Management", National Recreation Associa-

tion Journal, New York, New York, November 1960, p. 395.
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customers as park patrons; (6) providing sufficient staff,
or at least having them on call at all times to handle
emergencies; (7) maintaining standards of structure and
equipment repair; and (8) maintaining reserve stock of
merchandise.
Studies made by the National Recreation Association 1
in 1963 have repeatedly shown that what people say they
want for recreation and what they will choose, given the
opportunity, are not always the same.

Certain types of

recreation have more prestige values than others.
It has been ascertained that:

(1) people tend to

choose the kind of recreation with which they are already
familiar; (2) people will choose even a new and untried
recreation if it somehow captures their imagination; and
(3) a certain proportion of our population seeks activities

with challenge of skill, even of danger .

Along with the

latter, it should be noted that people, in increasing
numbers, seem to prefer recreation that families can enjoy
together .

111 What People Want For Recreation", National Recrea-

tion Association Journal, NEM York, New York, January
1963, pp . 7-8.

SUMMARY OF RELATED LITERATURE
In summary, the writer found few research studies
closely related to her study on evaluation of parks and
playgrounds.

A study by Marcel on private non-profit

recreational clubs were closely related to the study on
evaluation of selected parks and playgrounds.
In the National Recreation Association Journal there
were a few studies made on playground attendance, professional preparation for recreation and park personnel,
facilities and maintenance problems.

Although great

progress has been made in recent years, provisions still
fall short of the needs, particularly the needs of people
in small towns, rural areas and congested city slums.
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CHAPTER III
METHODS OF RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS
AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS
This study entailed an investigation of recreation
personnel, facilties, equipment, attendance, participation
and use of playground equipment, and budgeting in four
selected parks and/or recreation departments in the City
of Bryan, Texas during the summer of 1970 .
In this chapter of the thesis the investigation will
discuss sources of data and procedures followed in the
development of the study.

An analysis and interpretation

of the findings will also be presented .

A summary of the

chapter will follow.
Sources of Data
The data utilized in this study were gathered from
the documentary and human sources .
Documentary sources included books, pamphlets, and
periodicals related to all aspects of the study .

Theses,

dissertations, and other unpublished and published reports
of research pertaining to the study were also used.

Human

sources included 270 park participants and selected authorities in the field of health, recreation, and physical
education.

25
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Preliminary Procedures
Preliminary procedures used were:

(1) development

of a tentative outline; (2) development of a questionnaire;
and (3) collection of data o
Development of Questionnaire
Because of the wide range of information needed to
complete this study, it was first necessary to prepare a
questionnaire which would be used in the collection of
data .

The questionnaire included an orderly arrangement

of questions designed to secure sufficient information in
the following areas:

(1) age; (2) name; (3) equipment and

facilities; (4) participation; (5) time spent in the park;
and (6) playground movies o
The participants were children ranging from the ages
of six to twelve.
Collection and Treatment of Data
Data were collected from 270 park participants through
the administration of questionnaires, and from weekly
attendance sheets.
The responses of each of the subjects were needed as
soon as the information came in o

Frequent tabulation and

distribution were completed on all items o Treatment of
data included:

(1) determination of the percentage of

27

responses in various categories; and (2) determination of
the mean responses in various categories.
Final Procedures in Developing Thesis
This study entailed organizing and presenting the
data in appropriate tables; analyzing and interpreting
findings, drawing conclusions, summarizing findings,
making recommendations for further studies, and preparing
the final written report .

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS
The data pertaining to the major aspects of this study
will be presented in tables.

Interpretation of the data

will appear simultaneously o
Inspection of Table 1 shows that 25 percent of the
participants attending Williamson, Henderson, Tanglewood
and Thomas Parks were six years of age and undero

The

data also reveals that 13 percent of participants were
seven years of age; 9 percent of participants were eleven
years of age; 9 percent of participants were twelve years
of age; and 9 percent of participants were over twelve
years of age.
Inspection of table one shows combined totals for all
four of the parks selected in the various categories o
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TABLE I
This is the combined totals for all four of the parks
selected in the various age categories o

The percentage

figures are for that age group visiting the parks and playgrounds .

TOTAL NO o VISITING ALL PARKS

PERCENT

6

65

25

7

35

13

8

33

12

9

29

11

10

35

13

11

25

9

12

23

9

Over 12

24

9

269

92

AGE
under

TOTALS
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Table 2 reveals that 44.5 percent of the participants
included in this study visited each of the four parks at
least once per week while 134 . 3 percent visited the parks
at least 2-3 times per week.

Table 2 also reveals that

157.7 percent of the participants visited each of the four
parks at least 4-5 times per week while 54 . 4 percent of
the participants visited the parks at least 6-7 times.

Six

percent of the participants visited the parks over seven
times.

TABLE 2

Frequency of Visits to Parks
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6

15.0

16

18.0

8

10 . 0

1

1. 5

44.5

2-3

10

25 . 0

25

28.8

29

36.0
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44.5

134.3

4-5

14

35.0

38

42.2

28

34.6

29

49.0

157.7

6-7

8

20.0

9

10.0

16

19.4

3

5.0

54.4

2

5.0

1

1.0

0

0

0

o.o

6.0

over 7

I

Totals

40 100.0

I

89 100 . 0

I

81 100 . 0

59 100.0
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Analysis of Table 3 reveals that the wading pools,
swings and flying ponies were used most .

The see-saws,

slides, whirl and merry flyer were used occasionally .

The

Earn-A-Slide was used least.

TABLE 3
Ranking in Order of Preference of Play Equipment
in All Selected Parks Combined
Most

Occasionally

Least

Wading Pools

Slide

Earn-A-Slide

Swings

Swings

Swings

Flying Ponies

See-Saws

Merry Flyer

Slide

Whirl*

Climber*

See-Saws

Flying Ponies*

Whirl*

Jack & Jill

Climbers

Flying Ponies

Merry Flyer*

Merry Flyer

Slide

Whirl*

Jack & Jill

Jack & Jill

Earn-A-Slide

Earn-A-Slide

See-Saws

Climber

Wading Pools

Wading Pools
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Table 4 reveals that 68 percent visited Williamson
Park when not supervised, 53 percent visited Henderson
Park when not supervised and 58 percent visited Tanglewood
Park when not supervised o

TABLE 4
Visitation of Parks When Not Supervised

%

No

%

Park

No. Respondents

Yes

Williamson

40

27

67

13

33

Henderson

89

47

53

42

47

Thomas

81

12

15

69

85

Tanglewood

59

34

58

25

42
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Table 5 reveals that 75 percent of the participants
visited Williamson park and 25 percent visited other
parks.

Table 5 also reveals 91 percent of the partici-

pants visited Henderson Park and 9 percent visited other
parks.

It was also found that 85 percent of the partici-

pants visited Thomas Park (Negro) and 15 percent visited
other parks .

Ninety-five percent of the participants

visited Tanglewood Park and 5 percent visited other parks.

TABLE 5
Parks Visited Most By Respondents
Park

No.
Respondents

Visit
Most

Williamson

40

30

75

10

25

Henderson

89

81

91

8

9

Thomas

81

77

85

4

15

Tanglewood

59

56

95

3

5

269

244

Totals

%

Other*

25

%
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Table 6 reveals that the recreation department in
the City of Bryan, Texas budgeted $9,500 for a park recreation director and a recreation supervisor and a recreation
department paid $56,523 for skilled labor.

The city of

Bryan also paid out $12,000 for labor operation.

The

total expense paid out for personnel during 1969-70 was

$78,023.
TABLE 6
Personnel Schedule

Position Classification

A-1

A-2

A-3

Administration:
Park and Recreation
Director
Recreation Supervisor
TOTAL

Salary
Range

555-700

Skilled Labor:
Public Works Foreman II 414-529
Equipment Operator I
310-394
Grounds Maintenance
Worker
294-375
Recreational Leaders
Dramatics
Track and Field Director
Basketball Supervisor
TOTAL
Labor Operations:
Recreational Leaders
Laborers
TOTAL
TOTAL

No o

Employees

1
1

1969-70

Budget

$ 9 500

1
4
6

41

1
1
1

$56 523
12
7

$12 000

$78 023
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It was found that the average age range of the park
participants was nine.

There boys and girls chose as

their playground preference (equipment and facilities)
the wading pool.
It was found that Thomas and Henderson Parks were
visited most because they had wading pools.

SUMMARY

In this Chapter of the thesis the investigator presented an analysis of data, and interpreted the findings.
Methods used in the analysis included:

(1) determination

of percentages; and (2) determination of the mean .
In Chapter IV of the thesis, the writer will present
the summary and conclusions of the study .

A discussion

of the findings and recommendations for further studies
will also be presented .
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS,
CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
SUMMARY

Probably the greatest spur to recreation in the past
century has been the increasing amount of time made available for it by decreases in working hours o

If these trends

continue, the average man is likely to have more spare time
on his hands and an increasing need for ways of using it
constructively o

In view of the universal need and desire for recreation in its diversified forms, it is not surprising that
a multitude of agencies are providing recreation opportunities of widely different types o

Some of these agencies

serve only their members; others serve the entire community.
Many are concerned with a single form of recreation, while
others offer a wide range of activities o

Some agencies

exist for the financial profit which accrues from providing
the public with recreation, while the sole purpose of
others is the enrichment of life o
Public recreation has followed a course somewhat
similar to that of public education, developing from small
programs serving only a few to large programs for people
37
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of all social, economic, and age groups.

Opportunities

for recreation are now being provided by hundreds of
municipal and county governments o
The present study entailed an investigation of recreation personnel, facilities, equipment, attendance, participation and use of playground equipment, and budgeting in
four selected recreation programs in the City of Bryan,
Texas during the summer of 1970 0
The instrument employed in the collection of data was
a questionnaire which was developed specifically for this
study .
The investigator sought answers to the following
questionso
1.

What is the range of ages of participants at the
four playgrounds?

2o

In terms of population, to what extent are playgrounds and parks used?

3o

Are the facilities and equipment adequate to
meet the needs and interests of the participants?

4 o Is adequate and qualified personnel provided to
handle attendance during the various sessions?

5o Is the personnel being paid satisfactorily?

DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS
The findings will be discussed in relation to the
questions for which answers were sought.
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Question 1
What is the range of ages of participants at
the four playgrounds?
It was found that the ages of participants ranged
from 6 to 12 and overo
Question 2
In terms of population, to what extent are
playgrounds and parks used?
In terms of population the parks and playgrounds
are used 60 percent during the summer months .
From September through March it is used 30 percent
and from March to May the parks and playgrounds
are used 45 percent. The population of Bryan is
32,891 0
Question 3
Are the facilities and equipment adequate to meet
the needs and interests of the participants?
According to the survey that was made, it was
found that the facilities and equipment isn't
adequate to meet the needs of the participants .
There are no buildings to use in case of bad
weather or indoor activities .
Question 4
Is adequate and qualified personnel provided to
handle attendance during the various sessions?
There is an adequate number of personnel, but
they aren't qualified personnel . Most of the
personnel workers don't know anything about
recreation or physical education. Some of them
are college graduates but they are in some other
field . The recreation department in Bryan also
hires many of the white high school students
which don't know anything about supervising
recreation programs .
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Question 5
Is the personnel being paid satisfactorily?
It was found that the personnel workers aren't
being paid satisfactorilyo The wages that the
personnel workers are getting paid now is what
other recreation departments in other cities
were getting paid five years agoo The recreation
department in Bryan is paying $1025 an houro

CONCLUSION
The strength or success of a recreational program
within a park or playground can be determined by how well
it meets the needs of the people o

Therefore, in order

to determine if the program or equipment meets the requirements of the people, a few concluding thoughts should be
made concerning the information presented in the tables o
The heaviest age grouping of the respondents surveyed
occurred between the ages of six and teno

The average age

of the children visiting the parks and playgrounds was
nine years of age o

These figures are further emphasized

by the results of Table IV in which the majority of the
respondents did not visit the parks with their parents o
The average number of visits to the park per week was four
or five times o

This information ties in with that of

Table IV in which the majority of respondents did not visit
the parks when they are not supervised o The park which
was visited most by the respondents were those in which
they filled out the questionnaire o

There was a small por-

tion as indicated by the figures which indicated another
park as the one they regularly attendedo

This further

indicates that the children attend or visit several different parks in the course of a week o The average
41
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distance the respondents traveled to the parks was from
two to four blocks, although in Thomas Park, more than
one-half of the children came over six blocks to the park
and playground o

This could explain why the average time

spent in playground at Thomas was so high in relation to
the other parks and playgrounds o

This also might explain

why the children are not returning to Thomas Park on the
weekends when the playground isn ' t supervised o
In the portion of the survey which concerned preferences of play equipment, the wading pools were expected to
rank rather high.

This is only natural since the wading

pools are a major attraction during the summer months o
These wading pools are also an integral part of the summer
recreation program in Bryan .

The Earn-A-Slide was expected

to rank rather low in preference to the other equipment o
The ranking of the other pieces of equipment was surprising
thougho

For instance, the Merry Flyer, a popular piece of

play equipment in most parks ranked seventh in most used
and third in least used o For example, in Henderson Park,
Tether Ball ranked unusually high in preference to other
games o

Therefore several Tether Ball poles should be erec-

ted for futher use by the children.

The information from

these questions will prove very useful in planning future
parks, playgrounds, and summer programs.
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The Summer Recreation Program which is presently
under way in Bryan provided a basis for conducting this
survey .

It is hoped that this survey will in turn

through successive interpretation provide a basis for
a wider and more diversified summer program in the parks
of Bryan .

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR IMPROVING THE ADMINISTRATION
OF PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS IN THE CITY OF BRYAN
In light to the findings of this study, the following
problems seem to invite investigation:
1o

A comparison of parks and playgrounds of the
city of Bryan with other larger cities o

2o

A need for more qualified personnel o

3 o A need to organize, direct, and supervise

social activities such as arts and crafts,
dance, music, games, nature, and camping o
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PARKS

&

PLAYGROUND SURVEY

QUESTIONNAIRE
1o

Name

-------------

Age _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

2.

How often do you visit the parks and playgrounds

3o

per week?
---------What park do you visit most?

4o

Do you visit these parks with your parents?
Yes

5.

------

No

How do you get to the park?

------walk
------ride bike
with
------come
parents

How far do you live from the park? ___Blocks
6.

What play equipment do you use most frequently?
Indicate by using 1-2-3. (1) Most; (2) Occasionally;
(3) Least frequently
Swings

-------

See-Saws
Merry Flyer
Slide

-------

Earn-A-Slide

----

-------

Jack and Jill

7o

Whirl

Flying Ponies
Climbers
Wading Pool

How long do you spend at the park at one time?
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ minutes _______ hours per day
Do you come to park in?

Mornings

-------Afternoon
------Or both

--------
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8.

Do you participate in playground games?

Yes

No
9o

What games do you like best in playground program?

Do you return to park when not supervised by playground
leader?
10.

Yes _ _ _ _ _

No

Do you attend playground movies?

Yes _ _ _ _ No
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CITY OF BRYAN
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
WEEKLY PROGRAM ATTENDANCE REPORT
PROGRAM;.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
WEEK OF_______1 9 _

LOCATION_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
SUPERVISOR

--------

DAYS
OF
WEEK

Participation
Children Adults

Spectators
Children Adults

GRAND TOTAL

SATo
SUNo
MON o
TUES o

WED.
THURo
FRio
TOTAL
ALL

REMARKS

(Report all activities, contests, etc o and include pertinent remarks concerning condition
of play area, equipment, safety hazards, etco)

(ADD ADDITIONAL COMMENT ON BACK)

FORM TO BE TURNED IN TO PARK & RECREATION OFFICE BY MONDAY
OF FOLLOWING WEEKo

