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INTRODUCTION 

Oft n ad finitiv explanation of . it r 1 to be 

found 1n th bet ors b ha itten. or in those rk 

in ob at tll v -.ry touch, in a greater or 1 s er d gree. 

vi V1dly portr y the p r on i ty h verily 1 • But thi 

study seek to find tb rk in the • 

Thee is much belief that ex nder Pop did. pe it 

hi persono.l fe ling to diot~te hie literary orit ria 

found in hi Possibly, thi O led forth th full-

n a of the po er of Al xand r Pop a 11 terary geniu of 

bis e . But to be ura that Pop ' s lit~r y cr1t1oi 

w r th r ult of his er on 1 f elin , it ll b ell 

to study t lif d lit r y relat on ~ips of Ale. der 

Pope during his • Th.rough this · tudy, one eeks a. b t -

ter µnder tandi of Pope and hi plaoe in Engli h liter 

ture. not only s poet , t o as a oritio and a.s 

p rsonality upon h1B lit r y oritioi 1n th leoted 

rk u ed in this study. A d ,termin tion of the p rsona.l 

origins of his o~itioie beoome th r for the foou of 

th p:re ent study. 

To aohiev this purpose* a thoro b x nation of 

Pope ' a life a.nd r 1 neo s y . The inoi nt nd de--

tail used in . thi tudy a:re taken trorn t~ :rks of reoo 

nized.critios , from Pope ' s oo~respondenoe, a.nd from hi 

poems. 



OH.APTER I 

BIOGRAPHICAL CKGROUMD : INFLUENTIAL FACTOR O AL ~ANDER 
PQPE 1S ENTRY IUTO THE LITER Y FI LD 

Unfortunat ly, the d te of l x der Pope 1 s birth and 

the pedigree of his pa:rent have been and still e cont:ro-

versi is u s . Pope ' s biographers bave t .. ted "This la.Ok 

of kno l edge aonce ing hi birth and p enta ay be ac

counted for 1n two a.y : (l) the par1 h register d i d not 

ta e any oo izanoe of th baptism of the children.of the 

Roman cathol1o p enta during t);lat ti e : (2) Pop , th:ro h 

the habit of revi i , alt ring, and onbining various p -

r1od~ of his writing , and •ing one epistl .. out of t o or 

more, often let hie own lines cloud the fact of his birth 

- and anc try . "l Par~aps it ts no f ult of Pope ' s t hat the 

literature o his e may h ve some 1nac9ur""te info ation 

reg ding his life and orka . Certainly. a. time el e ent 

controver y doe not necessariiy a.n a. srepresentation 

by Pope. A Dr. Griffith said, "B fore 1752, man 

free to choose b.et r h houl oon ider h i n y . 

beginning on Janu ry l , . or 

sued bo9k •• • Janu y , 

roh 25; if a publish r 1s

b:ruary, or. aroh of. the s e 

ye 1733, h could ate it eit r 1732, or 1733, th 

much f aot and truth Qr one dat 8: a for t 

1 Rob rt O rruth rs , The Life of 
E tion, London: Henry 9. Bohn, 1854, 

2He.rvey R. Griffith, Po • A Biblio 
London : a. • B t uret and Oon;> 

other. ••2 

der Pope. S oond 
3-It:, . 

• Vol . l , 



Oarr~ther . quotes o. en Ruf head, 

as saying, "He. Pope , was born in London, 31, 1n th 

me .or ble Y of the Revolution , 16ss. n3 Ruffhea.d ' e opin-

ion as based on manuscripts concerning Pope tat ere tn 

tbe possession of W b rton. Pope ' 8 frien d , 001?,lfflanta.tor, 

and literary ex outor. 4 Oa.r the points out, ht "Speno , 

friend and a.dmir ;r of Pope , g v in hif? ' Aneodot e ' 

th sa.m date and place of birth fo:r: the poa t , and the co 

bine~ testimony of ffhead a.nd Spence s r ther oonol 

siv . tt5 

It app e a that Pope's parent war of "gentle blood" • 

hiob is t e expres s ion used by the poet himself in d~->cri · 

in them. 1 r.rote 1n is 11 Ep1.stle to D~ . rbuthnot" , 

Of gentle b1ood, (pa.:rt hed in honour '' s cause) 
ile yet 1n Brit n onour bad ppl.au , 

Ea.ch pa.rent sprung, w t fortune. Pr Y1 
nd better got , th Beetia•s from t _e t one , 

Born to no pr1de , inheriting no strife, 
Norm rying discord in a oble wif . b 

In his oontrover y 1 t Lord Hervey , Vi9e Oham'berla.in 

1n th Court of Gorge ll, and Lady ontague , Pop ot 

thes impres 1 ve line.s in ans e to th ir oous tion of th 

3oa.:rru her , 2n , oit . , p . 530. 
q. 
Ibid,, p . 531. 

5tb1d. , p . 561. 
6 

Alexander Pope , '' The Ep1 st l 
Co!Elet furk of exander Pop . 
!1.jl!M-393. 

to • Arbuthnot" , The 
Globe d., London : 9, 



lo• birth of hie p nts : 

••• I think it nougb, 
That ray p enta , euoh they ere, 
Kever oo t m a bluahJ 
And that their on. suoh a. he 1 , 
Never coat th m te .7 

4 

ooording to Pope ' s biographer , his p enta w r of 

the middl ol as d were embers of the Roman o t 110 

Ohuroh- hi f ther by conversion and hi moth r by h redi

tary taith. 8 

Of Pope ' • r mt a.noe try very littl 18 known. Hil 

arly biographers h ve not been ble to trao hie p ental 

11n a furth r th h1 grandfath r . ~ Oddly enou h, ooneld-

ring the pope~ of th descendants, his andfa1)her • a 
olergyman of the Establi h d Ohuroh in Hemp hir . Pope ' s 

father 1 r corded in lit rature being linen merohant 

who <_ieal t th HollandS ole ale , and had cumulated by 

16SS, a e 1 fortun of 10, 000 pound.8 . . bout be y 

1700, h retired trom London to B1nf1eld, in indaor Foret, 

about nin mil from indaor. 10 

Oonoerning Pope' moth r , Edith Turner Pop• it 1• 

known that "Sh • one of a f ily of ven children; her 

7oarruth rs, o,p , 91t., p . 5. 
8Tho Do 1nooy. Blriir lhioal a r•. (Bo■ton1 

Tiokn r , R td, and Field•• 153 , p . 103. 

9Ib1d., p . 104. 

10oarruth rs, QP, 01i ., p. 30. 
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father, 1111am Turner, a a m l la.ndown r in Yorkshire. 

Sbe as the seoond te oft poet' f ather. She urvived 

11th other member of th Turner family and experienced 

the :rare joy of ing her son - her only ohild ~ crowned 

with the highest lit ra.ry honors , and boo. e the ohe.mpion 

of nobles, the first poet of hie ; and mo t of 1, she 

enjoyed his g1v1 

affeotion.•ll 

to her re peot and inoere and generou• 

Th poet often revealed in his various poem h1 un-

bounded affection for hi mother . A very fine.ex ple of 

tbiS iB en in his" ietl to Dr • .Arbuthnot", 

Oh Friend l may eaoh dome tio bliss be thine ! 
B · no unple ing melanoholy mine s . · 
Me, let the t nder offioe long engage, 
To rook the ore.dl of r posing age, 

th lenient art extend mother 's br ath, 
Kake l our smile and smooth the bed of d ath, 
Explore the thought expla.1n the ing ey ,.. 

nd ep a while on parent from the aky.l~ 

The oiroumstanoes ot Pope ' early 11f were in many 

ways peoul1ar. Boyn ton stat a, One of the in reason• 

for the family' choice of living in B1nf1 ld was that 

numb r of Rom n O tholic t lies lived in that neighbor• 

hood, and they formed little et uffioi ntly ag% eable 

for sooial purposes J but 1f to be a Oa.thol1o meant to move. 

Ulbid~ • p. 10-13. 

12Pope, "The Epistle To Dr . Arbuthnot", ll. 406-41;. 
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into narrow aooia.l oirol s , it also c ried with it a mor 

serious limitation. Oatholios ere b red from publio 

schools and universities . 1113 Thus , beyond the int cti n 

afforded by the am 1 Cathol1o schools hi oh Pope attend d 

until his twelfth yea:r , Pope had no form~l eduction. Ac

oo:rding to Oa:truthera , p nee said11 "Pope's first eduoa.tton 

w s extremely looa and disconcerted. The family priest,. 

Ba.nist r, taught him the aooidenoe and fir t part of r 

m by a method u ed in Jesuit school of teaching L tin 

and Greek ~ogether; hen xt attend d a Oatbolio Se nary 

t ford, ne ino ester,, here after t elve months he 

received a severe flo ing for lampooning so e faults w ioh 

he found in the schoolmaster, and for ic log ing his 

indulgent father, bitter in res n ent, took youn Pop out 

of school . Pope a at thi time s~nt to inohester to a. 

Lon¢on school , kept by Tho Deane, a v in oont+oversial-

1st, under whom Pope • s progre~s was also 11 tad. nl4 Car

ruthers quotes Pope as saying, t1on lea.Ving this school ~ 

sonly able to construe a little of Tully's ' Offioes •.15 

Thus Pope ended his period of exposure to publio sohool 

and dilig ntly sumed his tas of self- tu1 tion. Car:ruthers 

13Henry • Boynton, editor, The Oomolet Poetical ~rks 
of PoEe• Boston: Houghton if flin Company , 1931, p. xi . 

l4o ru~h rs , .lllo..., __ .:..::. 
15t b1d., p . 21. 
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r ool' d Pope y ng. , 111 beg n 1 ti v ,: . f th r 

b th~ I oan r. Ogilby' r l· t 

was one of the fir t lal'g oe I I th P but 

ght ye old. Thi led 

liked xtr ~Y an o I , d1 

t S dy' 

" ...... ,1;11 t.1on o 

hio ? 

t 0 

_ ad h n I t l ; I ot 

ot o t d by o 

d 1n 11 11 y to hav 

kind of play 1o I 

lo ",16 POP . cla.1 

Latin, Fr noh1 d G~ V qu1 d 

ledge o 

d .1lo 

b t yn on uot • 

ing told I n 

ook to :r a n y n1o I 

a.nd t u i • p 1 

v ry f y s. I dipp d 1nt:o a gr t D\1111b -r of 

noh, It i , L t1 d 

h ri ta, 

t 

, 

ut any d ign but na.t of pl 

ag by untin ft 

lf, d I got 1;he 

tor in ev ral. u hora I 

r er tn t 8 

0 y Volt tat 

ent. Pope oou d not • ob l.e - ene 

henoh la.n ag • • $ t ollo n r a: ona 

to so t t Vol air n in hi d o1 ion oonoern-

tng Pop • not bing l o,: ad n • (J.) "Pop 

16ou:uth • op, o1 t ., P• 5)0~ 
17Boynton, oi2. oit • • ttin ~duot 1.on11 , p . x1-x11. 

1gI>e 1no Y, op, c11 ,, p. ll~ll~. 

n tu-



r lY hes1 tated to speak a.loud language that h had no 

oooasion to use in the real i.nt oour e of life; ( 2) the 

extensive uo that Pope a.de of 

the •Iliad'; and (3) th oritio 

am Da.o1 • labor on 

rea.di 11 o.de of hi 

own ' Essay on lll 1 ; ' Ess y on Crit1ois ' d' ' Rape of th 

Look ' requir d som no le e of F noh. 119 

Pope ' f i ghted par nt re ize early th remen-

doue f:f'eot t a.t seciusion could ha.vo 011 Pop • peroonali ty. 

ey moved to ,in or Fore t · cau 

a h tt • r nvi on nt Ol' a. c ild o 

they felt that 1 t 

1 natui- • Pop 

very you 

and h soon 

hen h oved to ind or Foret with hi 

m.th earn st de ir to the t 

8 

nts, 

of 

studyin o · of years . 20 In h e o 0 

ho, he oonduotec. 1 study in indsor For st . 11 

he told 

m9rnin s 

er occupied 1th desultory a le t o ~ng11 h , L tin, 

Gre ~, and It lian lite~atu:re; ft9 noons 

lo alk ei th r " one or ~,1 h my dog, ,h11e I ould med1-

tata on hat I h jus ~ 

~tempt to educ to • iti 

1 ination. u2l 

~9.bid., p . 114. 

; and eaoh d clo e th an 

the thoughts th t oro ed rrq 

20oa.rruth rs, .9~P~, ...... 9i.;...t., p . 23 • . 
alAlexand r Pope, orks. Vol. V, new ed., (London : 

John rray, 1g71) , p . 15. 



c ruthere foou e att t1on on the ple ant environ-

ment that Pope enjoyed in ilnd or or st . 

pre 

His ecollectione of ',indsor Forest, and of 
t e orninca and sunseta , h enjoy d with1~ 
its b oad oiro ereno of ade, or o 
the II stately b:ro tt of 1 t iator1o heights , . 
maY b t:r c ·~ like th fr sh r en of 
spring along the fie,:y cours of hi tie, 

t o h t e az of i etep y 1o . 22 

11e livine in in sor Foret , Pope lad hi t 1 

aiv oontaot 1th natw:e . He eventu lly :re ached the 

9 

op1n1on th t t 1 poets ould not copy n ure a. he found 1 ~, 

but that his art as to lp ~ ture it perfeot1on. 23 

In his "Ode to olitu It one ee 1m ch i hi I 

parent m.t po tio t nt d affection t tne s , 

and oont . l a.ti a 11 of 1 isu e d study in his for t 

oli tude·. ?4 
Thu , the education of Al xande:r Pop form on of th 

oat 1nfiu nt perio in his 11f a t . Tho so-

oi ly d civilly restricted nd mot entir ly 

o ted, e ao 1 v d sue a at th young ag of sixte n. H 

oontinu d is litera y and beoeme 001 et to 

any of i omin nt lit r y f~ien • Oritic have t -

t hed muc 1 pot no to th 

poet . (1) It eve a both t 

lf- uoatio of t hi s min nt 

~noerity o p nts • 
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tho htfulne s 1n oving to indsor Fo.i.;est in order that 

t ir physically an civilly dioo.pp~d child 1 ht 

quire th 1 · ning best s 1 tad :fo hlm, a they bel1 v d he 

was destine to olute ooial seolu ion ; (2} 1t incre s s 

a student ' s app eoi· tion fo Pope aa a. ohil poet o d :pt-

ed genius to the sch me of solatiQn cho n for im by his 

parents; and (J) it sug'" e ts a. comp tivo t dy oft 

vantas of tho school ystoc for t.e gift indi Vidu • 25 

The si n1fio nee of Pope ' self- duo,tion 1 revealed 

in his 11 and ,o k in t lea t tr ay . (l) Hi mind 

as not .so fertile 1n orig1n t oughts it 

i th en a qui 1 te sen e o:f form nd or er, nd 

s equipped 

ch n 

ture req i:cecl the concept ions of ot .ers to t1,.mul te 1 t 

d v lop nt . (2) Hie lf-tu1tion o:roed : i , as h said, 

"••• to rea.d for en~e , he ea sc ool bo enerally r 

for J"ords •tt 26 and so 1th hi f - I judg ent natur ly strong 

a.nd p n t:rating, a.nd hi.s duoation self-direct d , fop • 

t stes and discern ent ere ac oely evex at fault . () 

The early denial of group class o_ mu t have 1ncr ed is 

determination to cultivate the origin po ers • ioh 

felt sti ring t in , and to ne l ct such st dies as the 

· 258 !'\ el Johnson, ·T e Life of Pope , Lo don . G. Bell & 
Sona , 1753, .P• 10. 

26p0pe , O;Es cit., { ~ay Edition). p. 10-ll. 



thousands could pmsu no lo~s suooo fully than h . 27 
One finds Pope •s predilection ~or ati em 1 a tad 

very early in · li- • It was bao at Twyford , h n he 

l 

lampooned b1a teacher, that Pop 

a critic d sati ist . 28 It i 

sumed the oh ctr of 

true that Pope never ned 

distinotion scholar. but the p is o hi oon~empo-

raries net t: ly a ., ened n im a lo ing for fa.me , tho h 

he lao~ed th t bao1 ground of the class oom ich might bav: 

onabled him b tter to meet his 11tera.ry oo petitor . Jo 

one doubts th t uitb ab tter ducation Pop . 10 ld h va 

oh1oved a distin i h d ol 10 bao- round. is no 

to have found <;> elf- tu1 tion unsui tad to tb lee 1.n of 

modern lan a , 1n 'hioh pronunciation 1s such n esaen-

tial elern nt , an~ to h ve eon in h_ 1fte nth ye to 

Lon on to le n F ench and It lian. His progress int e 

subj eta j. o in Lon n is not ef'iniv ly no . but h » 

told Spence , 0 Fro the d t o:f retur from ondon to 

1ndaor. Forest , I pe t seven ye a.rs unlea n I1 what I had 

le nod, and th t was t eh p 1e t tim of my 11 e. tt29 

Pope united the geniu which he . reoo iz d within hi 

a 1 to h ro o p....,tieno nd 1n utry~ and achieved e:rm -

nent plac n gli h literatur as an ethio d s t1:ri-

27ne noey. 5212 • oit1 , p . 119. 

2~ ar:ruthers 
. - 9lh oi t.,, p . 2 24. 

29lb1 •• pp • 21- 2s. 
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o poet, Ootttthop points out, Engl1 h eoo1 ty and 

·••peo1 ly men of l ttera owed Pop the tribute of g ner

ou adm1ration.•30 

Aooord1ng to Boynton, wna..tev r may hav been th :lm• 

porianoe, . for good or for 111, of Pop• ly thod of 

eduo tion, a fra r pot nt faotor ind termining the oon

duot of b1s life and the natur of hi work lay 1n hi 

bodily 11tn1tat1ona.Jl ~'l'he Pop whom th w9rld knew 

stunted to dwa.rfi hne , thin to m o1 a.t1on, orool_t d d 

t eble, o that h had to ar tays, nd. padding, an wa 

all of his life subj ot to se! re bodily pin; his rel 

tions 1th n re seriously aff oted by tb1 oond1,1on.•32 

Pope bell v d, a ex.pre sed in th lines th t follow, it he 

wrote, be would be help d through hi long ~1 e se of. lif 1· 

The muse but s rve to e e om friend, not wife, 
To b lp t u gh th1 long disease, my, life,33 

Al.though Pope w phya1oa.lly h dioa.pp d, h ay, 

oh . d th household by bis gentlen ss and na1bil1ty. 

and, 1n oonsequonoe Qf h1.s w et vo1oe, hi p rents oall d 

b1m "the little nighttngalett . 34 

30•Introd.1,J.ot1on•, Pope, gp, git,. p. xi. 
31Boyn1u;,n, QP, oil,•, p. x. 

)2lb1g.;.. p . ~-

33Pope, 'EP1~tle to ~ Arbuthnot~, 11. 131-132. 

34oarruthera, AP, oit., pp. 19-29'. 
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Pope's blographto b kground r ve tht vna 

oh1ld h h d a profound inter st 1n literary att i ents . 

Thi inter twas tiv ted fir t by hi i mmediate f ly. 

Pops• f&ther did 1n 17171 th poe~ • . id of hi f th r•• 
death in the• i tl To Dr. rbutbnot•, 

Hi lite though lon .. to ioknes p se unkno,m 
Hi death w in tant, nd w1thouj a groan. 35 

nd in a l t ,ter to Bi hop Atterbury, Pope wrot s 

It i tr..2 , th t I h :ve lo t a p ent 
For bom no gain I oould m e 
ould be qutveJ.ent . 36 

Hi• mother 9,1 d 1n 1733, 

the day of d th, 

d he ot to oh rd on on 

I thank God her de th w e y her life 
inn cent ; it oo t her not groan; . 

nor . ev n s1gh . Th r ta yet upon h :r 
oount nano uoh xp1" ion of tr qu1Jlty, 
nq, ost J2l aaur . that 1 t 1 Bbl · 
to behold 1 t . 37 

Pope fur h r reque t d of iohal"dson, 6 d.J:!a.w 

ortr t ' of hr b fore th1 nt r !lo r 1 ta d. •31! He 

er oted at T111o nh onurohy r l g obeli sk in me ow 
of 1s rev red par nt and on h p destal w a 1nsor1bed. 

:,5Pop • op. cit., n 1 tl To bUtbnot", 11. 402-
4o3. 

• 

:,6._bi S•• p. 1 62. 

~71bi d~1 p. 303. 
3! l b1d., p . 304. 
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i rvm 

Val 39 

Bl' :ti b 

t n. for h 

d .. e • :tathe,r ho d ne't r b 'I. rgot, 
h~ pro o1oue on• arli tori 1o, o 

read. his t nil.ia • d po1n d u whe:r h1 

f ul. t la,~ 11 4o en he told Po , 'r e t .. .,..,._ l1ne 

reua.r~:r them unt11 the • ,.4-l 

His nt,. o m t ., g l.ad' ~e pot 'tiali-

tie: • ao h to m too. She 

him ht f1:r: t .lett :t and enoour ht r ad.t be 

0 lit r tur • 8 e bo t 0 fo:r h tor d, and a 

h r de th hu library of th best tin, G%e • d Freno 

work ll ~o Pop • 42 .. 
Pope h s eooi ted with s :t 11 erarr ti 

t hi • Be id a 

aunt•• . n •r t 1n 

hbo% an eldel!'lY -z 

f er• Ott and h1 

od fo:rtun to v 

io t, Sir llli T 

8 

39 i Oh th, 
the b et 
worthy 10 

JJo . o. • ~'I..IUA 

i I :1:.ion 
41 

p. 19. 
4a 

.;r,,:;:;,=-a--• p,. ;6 • 

n, oh. how 



15 

bull, ho encouraged m to te the P.astorg:1. . Pop ci~ 

oulat d among men of et bli ed lite. y reputation, uch 

a.e Sir Samual th, ~illiam Oongrev , , lliam .oherley 

and illiam Walsh, and such p trons of letter . a G o.r e 

Gr ville, · ir G o_ge H if , nd John Som r . To al.sh . 
i n partioul Pope after ard p:ressed hi bl1 ation. In 

a 1 tter to pence the poets d, "He usu to encourage me 

much a.nd used to tell met ere only on a.y lef~ of x-

oelli J fox though e have h d v ~ tat pot , 

n v r had any one eat poet t t as corr ct . ~3 nirou h 

al h , Pope a.a introduced to yoherley, dr tis~ , ho 

not only read through ope ' poe and tran let ion , but 

al o introduced the young poet to liter y ooi ty in Lon-

don. r o th yo poet coul h dly · av .... :unohed into hi 

po tical caree under bett in lu noe . 44 

Pop ' orks may be div1d d into tbre p riods . Th 

first p .rio includ d tbe rly piece i tt n du.ri th 

rei gn of e n nn , th . ..,.;;,:; ....... =..=::..11 "' say on Criticism, 

}!ape of the Lgo , a.rd . lnqsor Fore§t, (1709 - 1714) • . The 

econ~ period i- mar d by his r slat1on of Ho er, (171 

172S)~ And, his final period i th one ~n w 1ch his gre t -

eat ork ~e produoe - his ...,;:~=-.,;,;r,;;.=~ and Satires . 

4; Boynton. op, oit., _p . xvi . 
44 Brodri bb, op , qi t ,., p . 10. 



Orit1oa ar fairly well agreed s to Pope's Plaoe in 

the lit rary fi ld during his t!me. He as oonsidered the 

11 terary, dictator of bi age, a.nd the v ry esseno of ~11 

th t w s in th ta.st a and ide of th Qlleen Anne •• 45 
From tb11' tudy of Pope 's biographic b ckgi-ound, one. 

g tller th t his parental gu1danoe, his de ult9:,ry educ tion, 

the env1ronm ntal oondi t1on in 1ndsor Fo~•st . h1 p ~ on

al des1r fo:c fam , his bodily l1mi ts.t1ons, and the enoou► 

agement of hi friend h d grea~ bee.ring on Pop • entl'Y 

into th literary f1 ld. Oonor t evidenoe of thi i a en 

ln The "EP1stle To Dr. AJ:butbnot", when Pop ked, 

Why did I wr1 t ? at in to . unknown 
Dipped in ink, par nte, or my own? 

yet oh1ld, nor y t a fool to f . , 
I lisped in nuimers, for numbers o~e. 
I l ft no o ling for thi 1dl trs4-e, 
No duty broke. no fath r di obeyed, . . 
The ea rved to ease ome f:r1end, no1t wife. 
To help me through thi long dise e, ray l+fe, 
'rhe second, buthnot ! thy art and oar • . 
.And t h the b 1ng you pre erv d, to b • 
But- why th n polish? Granvill th polite, 
And knowing Wal h, would t 11 m ! could 1 teJ 
ell natur d Garth inflam d W1 th ev ry prai, a , 

And Congreve loved, nd s ft endured my 1 y · a 
The oourtly Talbot, Somer I Sh ffi l.d r ad, 
E' n mitr d Rooh , te; wou1d nod the head, . 
And St . John*• elf (g:reat Dl'yden• f:rienda betore) 

th open d and received one poet · re.% 

In the l tt r lin on vi wa hi ant1o1pat d reoep.. 

tion into th lit rary field. 

45Boyn1;on, op. oi t. t "Introduo,tion~ • p. lf:Vii. 

46Pope, "Ep1stl to Dr. butbnot", 11. 125-142. 



Ha;ppy m, tudies when by he e ~roved 1 
Happier thy uthor wh n by 'the ·f b loveQ. ! . 
from the, e tbe world will j'tldg of men 4 books 
ot from the Burnets, Ol&n~xons, · d Oook ~47 

17 



CHAPTER II 

THE OH CTERI~TIOS O TH AUGUSTAN E 
.ABD POPE ' S REL TION TO I .T 

During the da.ye of Em.pe1tor Augu tus , Ro had bad her 

great t period of literatur . The writers of the en 

Anne Age in England wer h hl.y impr s sed with t h1S per1od 

of Rom~ 11 terature . ln an effort to im1 tate the Roman 

writer , Pope and his oontempc,:ra.r1e ref rred to th m,e1v a 

e forming a new "August Age" 1n English 11 t ratur • 

Th oonform1ty ov l'oasting the 11._ r :ture of thia 
penod m e 1 t f :i-ly e y to summ rize so · of 1 ts gen
eral. ohar ote~1 tiQs . Th resp ot for oiti , b1oh b -
gan in th . Ren aanoe, re ohed i ta height at t is time 

r sult of th n w importano of indu try. Th Augustan 
writer oon id r d it oat trophic to be fora d to 11v 
i n the country ay from th lnt ell otuaJ. xo1 tem nt of 
London. ount n oenery and th sight of the me dow o:r 
brook re only a bore to them. n they tol r ted 
nature at all, 1 t wa only wn n it as tam d 1n the 
garden of V r llea in n ighboring ranoe. 1 

•Pop and hia cont mporar1 ah d llttle in re t with 

th oono rn of 1ndiv1du •1 thy er f more intere tad 

1n th ner la of conduot tor urban soo1ety a . hol . 

1th th 1r prouclly ra. ionalistio vi w of the world, they 

tended to b oh1 fly intere ted 1n sat1re a. form of %-

pression. for in a.ttre on tt ok d tho individuals or 

i n titutions w ioh did not oonform to th order of oo1ety . 

1 1lliam Long, A Hi tory of Epglish Literatur . Bew 
Toi-kl Ginn Oompa,ny, 1919. p . 112. ~ 
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Wlt a a:1. pre ; god arm~ aqu1.red 1n 1 in 

at 1n nduo • d dih they 11 

oonoe:rna of c 'n°tt,111)0l1 7 life-~ their 1 t n•t. 

ay r ol 101 l'ilY !.n t • not t t y 1 1ta 

th$ lit ,:a.-ry for ot h oi ts . Th i ubj 

,, y \ life o:f' theil!t o 1 a. 112 

fh lit ra;ry o Po •• as on• of 

, . p :riod on of h 

ure; the prose 

:w n d , 

li h 11 r tuxe. 

1ddle gr n ;1 t en 

11cent1ouaneas . 11' 1 wo~k t lions 

• o ion 

e an ien 

orlgi tty 1n he 

t. b u- 1nt Jrest in ord.e1r, r l 1 y. 

t :ti ty i no a The v ..... -c... 1n4! 

on a ot of~ n 

t:han 

•a 1 

0 t 

o.1t1oD 

ol. 

t ll.eot r tber th d th t 1ne 

ti and p .. .1 1 gh b 

pol1ah d. ) X oth % word ~ th •f not he hor o 

ot to J ,o t n • to• t 

2 
ohn nnis. Lo don G. B ll A Son 

l7l.2. p. l~.:.O 

'~- - p . 21. 
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The general tendency of the l1teratur6 of . the age of 

whic~ Pop •s literary oa.re r formed th ax1s was. thertt

tcre; to 1ook e. lif o:r1 t1o · :l.Y and portr~y i · problems 

in preoise and elegant diotion. 4 

Th 1de of 1 01 s 10" in P •• . was modi.ft to 

niea11 'tb or1 tioa.l intell otu· p1rit of 1t _r; tt meant 

th fine po;U.ah of hel'oio couplet or th legs.nee of• their 

expree ions . Cr1 tio · of tht ag did not s 

bl.8.Jioc, ' trh1ch thair . orks bor& o th tradi t onal or ru 

olasai liter tur . 5 
Popa as orn dm,:1 . the H nu 

, oa.uo d a ' ne p lit o e 

a.b111e • 

an it ' 

ich ln,. 

fe.t 

. to the d nt Oa.tholio • h r 11 :ton of Pop ' :rem11y 

ma.de 1li s a el\181on from t mo r_ 1d. Aooord,.,. 

tng to D 11n1s,. "O tholles r ha.:r by le 1 lat1on 

whioh would be co~d ed by an de:rn ··and d 1ntol-

e:rably tyrannic , :A Oatbo1io not only a. m m r of a 

bat d . 1no 1ty reg ~d by t re t of hi oountry · n aa . 

r resen ing th evil r1nc1p1 1n p.olitio nd 1: lig1on, 

t 1 "Orou ly e,., luded from y publio and from 

ove:ry poo1 tion ot 1onor or nthortty. In tim of exe1t 

m nt ·th 1 we 1ght b ut in force . lblio 

. ¾:mil Legouia. eii . al. Ihe g1s;to1v ~f En!liah Litgrg.-
ture, e Yo~ :J,la.n Oomps.ny, 1928• p . 50-660. 

5tegou1, op, Oil. , p. 352. 
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oise o:t th · o tholia ~&11gion a forbidden! To be a Oatho-

to be p~edisp sed t th vartous J~obite 1nt:ri ee . 
whloh t1ll had ma.ny ohano s ln their favor~ Th 

p:rool t1on , h OP 'bh ht de e"J!'( 

th oppe anoe of Oat olio thin t n mil ot Lo 

don. ,6 0 iihOlidS ad t-o Pe¥ doubl- t e 

ring r ~ p;rop ~ty ! Th Pop ~ ch 

belong1 to a eo thus 

h e d d 

If w ere o ju{lg Popa ! :r:ly, the t~ f ~urea 

o:f t b &Pt in n t ( ) oha.r ot of olltt• 

0 tl' fe · tn t os {2) pol1t1 .-r lation o n 

of lett .; (;) p 1tie of men of l tt 

'1'h " :ugu tan s pr m ently an 

e. th g v rn n l o t 

ttl a. in tb ly y of er na.l n ohy• but 1t 

ae polioy ~ath ~ tb n force u o~ 1oh ei d p n d for .. 
k ep ng th 1r po 1 tion~. S oondlY., en of l tter :e 

mittod tot inn r o1~ole of 1nt~1gu as t ey h n e 

b · n bef o and a. tb ba.v nev tnoeJ and the 

°Dennie. 92.·1 i oi t.,. pp. 30-41:~ 
' ~ 

7Ht%1%Y B~ynton, "Xntroduo ion" · 1n Tl}a 0.o~J, ,le Paottl
gal , orka o~1Mexande~ . Fop.-. Boston~ l!oughtou 1rn1n 1 

(k)mpany, 193 -. i>. i.' - - . . . 
gBnJio1o¥na.eMa. &',1.t_a;pnJ.01; e. Vol~ 1g, Ohio of 

oyol91>a · c,. 



A-ugWltan state men pa1d th 1r prinoipal lit r~ cha.:mplone 

with ~oeial p:d.vil.eges a.nd bonora;ble publio appoint nts~. 

Hanoe, men of lett r ,ere di:a otly a.ff c, d by he l • ot 

political morality of th~ une ttled t1 s·. 9 

Dunng p •a fir t f&&:r 

prob~blY k:ne Rioba:rd . St el 

ls • Tl:rtough Ste l _ • be w 

of London exp neno ; ht 

moie 1ntimat ly tb o"ne 

p,:, ent d to A . + s d 

later b o a. f:t n 

lo d 'hims l.f to assoo1a.t f'lt ely :with the 

·had no iptention of ta.king? nk as 

a.int th . Swif~ and joineO. t So:Pibleru 

Club •. along th Jolln Gay. Johll buthnot, Wf.lll 00~ 

8~ rve, . Fr oi Attet'f:>u;y,. n Tho~ P ell,. .re all 

t'on a;lO tt-T amusing t mg uout 

t have.o 

'fiokell, . and A ,:ose Philips" wbotti h la.ter ttao ad 

blttarlY'"- ttll 

The •f1~ 1 ~ly n . spe_pe.r, the~..,r....::~=ac:Wl'.I e 

• !n London 1n 1703& t e ~ ~ ~ ..... jO'tU'n to · wbi h 

n_,_ .. on s h oontr1buto:t , ppe ed.. in l7Ut the 

pp e4 n 171e houa • Wb.1oh 1fere the 
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center ot oolab11ity in~ p Is day, . up by the thou.-

• n .En l ·' . Under 

on t publioation of book• 

11 V J 

print and 012oula 

govel'!unent mo 

Ao · 1:d.l 

aonal1t1 

f 

1.!U. e.nd .r1ot1on• 

p . t • and n r eJ;."e 

:to not onl.y tb.i • but to 

'!'hey ooU1 b :1 th 

b of ton.13 

of e on 1-

• her t t rm per-

that people 

ot l tter o:, in th · !L ter 

een of -otf n i ve mar out pe:tieons. it wa.e oh and 

Q:tten u · d t rm. •14 J:n au th ioh cono m 
Age• pr ona11t1a 1n 

a ta.i:ge. aau:ee m.onapQl1a d att ntio 

~ ed that non o our jo aut o-1rs oomp , d · ~h Pope in 

ot, Mp tty o~et :te p obl s-. al.5 

i 83: ry soul of h oont mpo% 

nent of t n l t of Jl'IUt• 

th · bitternes of p son 

121,,_ oui ., ...._-....i:r.:;:..r." • p . 16o. 

. l) • L. aoDonald, f,.o)3e Sd Hga ,Op11tS.os. 
• Dent & S~p• l.t'l'D. 1951, pp. 5►5 ... ' 

1~~ P. z. 
isD1st:. p . 6 • 

. ' 

York : .r;. 
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apite whioh an1m ted political diSOtJ ions • . Sollngbrok , a 

supe:rb pamphl t er of the :ugu t e. ob erve , •rormeri,y 

ori tloiams w l' muoh rnoz about r> r on .th about thinge , 

or t l a t about p t1oul point ln 1oh an 8'C:1!"•81!misnt 

oould e ily av b n r oh d if per on 1t1e had h 

1 8 ple,y. n16 

Th obi f a1m of th an p bl teera s def 

tion, P r onalit1 s wer gaining popula:t1ty over prino1.

pl e. 17 id. no e ot tbi e n 1n Boiin :brok ' unr . 

1111tt1ng :tt ok upon W pole in--=~~=-::.::~••• And Swift , 

prtno of th , frequently ~e ke o~ th 

pron ne s of Dnno1ple to ink in:to p r on the 

other 1de of th pol1t1oal f nee, "Addi on d lor 4 the 

animo 1 ti of faction whioh 1mp 1 a man to wr1 t of r 

o nt d oea. d f:d. nd or .en my 1n t s 1:r1t of p 1 

sbiPt he aompliln d tbe.t ne1 th r a ig nor 

p rmitted ,by h1 politio oppo 1te to h v th 

fen bon t m . ttlt! 

Hi tory of 

1t1ea 

a stinguiah d. pl o in th d v lopment of for-

Pr on ity aoteriz tlon. Aft r th public tion of 

16.D!.4.., p . 36. 

17 Ibtd. ' p . 37 • 

lSJoee h di on, Free older, o. 35, in or 8 ·ted 
by Hurd. Vol . v, p . ;o. 
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Clarendon ' s ark. no Au stan history rs oomplet without 

1 ts set of p r on• ohal.'acter dram. s . ;9 

Bishop Burnet • s Hi ,Pory O.f l.ty ~1me • l'-k Clarendon ' 

great ork, t o light on the u tan ' s abso:rption in 

the elves and their oonte o:rarie . As Burnt as revis

ing his autobio aphy for publication, Olar ndon ' s Uiston, 

ma.de its appe · anoe and prof oimdly a.ff oted net ' e plan. 

Specifically, hi dct.ed ob aot :r: sketohae as the oooasion 

uose. S 1ft said, "Burnet the most perti 9f all the 

tan i teratt . l3Urnet ' b oenaure , wift say , ay be 

attributed to personal malice . wift oriticiz .d h1s lo 

diotion, ol&imed his history was generally a up of 

ooffee-hous s.o al or , t the best , fro . reports at 

third, fourth, or fif t he.nd and S ft s d , t•Bu:rnet fr 

quently v nted his spleen 1n epithets lie ' vil Soot rogue • 

and •scotch dog '. 11 20 Pope• s line : 

11 And publio fa.otion doubles Pl'iv t ha.ta" • 

cert inly trikes a keynot here . 

One sees t a.t personal oh oter n, W 8 domin t-

1 . oh ct ri tic of th Au tan • 
T s interoh ge of n1mo it1 , typio of the liter 

ry belligerency, oh cteril the orit1oi of Pope for 

almo t two oentUJ.'iea . Ho ver; Pope ' itings oonnel)ied 

l9oeorge S nt bury• ~ ~i-to:cy of 1>Jgl1ah,0~1tio1a 1 
London : • Blaok _od d one, 1911, p . 115. 

20Ibid,- p . 4. 



w1 th person 1 ti s d not stand alon ; 

oonv rsant th the first b f of the e1 

wae etruo~ 1th personality enta.ngl ment. 

veryone who was 

tenth oent,n-y 

Pope y 
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parallels, but it is b 11 ved by oritioa that Pope excell-

ed his oontempor ies in 1 &t1rio appro o For at 

least a o ntury and a half, the or1t1oia of the ~ugusta.n 

poets y of th apeots of an ob ta.ol raoe , the go 

of hioh a pre.nun ly, t e appraisal of Pop • p try; 

The ma.in hurdle a the personal1 ty of Pope d t e obat 

ole• mult1pl1ed as the or1t1oe on ter anotb r entered 

into the oontest . Te oompl int as often been he that 

ori t101 reacted to Pope' poetry aaoording to the. sympathy 

or hoat111ty th :t they reg ded the poet as a man. It 1• 

reasonably clear th t th unoi. vil. thi s that the writerl 

of the ".&.ugu tan •" h d to say a.bout ea.oh other. r fVeal. 

aomethi of the oh e.ote~s of the men them8elv a, and it 

should be apparent to even those who h ve not ~ adv ry tar 

ln th orit1oiem of Pope ,ht this o din oharaoter1at1o 

of the ugusta.n Ag 18 dieolosed 1n ~im by th ohurliah WB¥ 

in whioh he spo of his tagonists. 



OHAPTER lII 

AL.l!;XAND POPE : ORIGINS OF P 10NAL LITERARY OllITIOISllS Ill 
SELECTED RK 

Aeoord1ng to oDon x nd.er Po not often 

able to divert hi elf of that 1tt1 table degr e of s naib11• 

1 ty or va.n111y which make the poetioal aae mis ,:,abl nd 

:tidioulou • Th reoor of Pop • • lif ol ly show thai 

his. atti tud towe..rd ome . n of le'Ut ~a 

1t hould h ~e b en. In on r peot , the tudy of Pope •• 

hoe noting bett t th his t1%1a 1 tum 

ot mtnd. On t oth x- haJ:ld, Pop • :f':r1 nd hip 1f1 th any ot 

hi oont rnpo~a:r1 shows th the ooun1 ong hi friends 

some of the g~ at st m n of his ag . Poper aot d to hia 

oonten;,o:ra;ri po try aooordin to hi fri nd ip W1 th or 

his boS'bility to d. t 1 -ter. 1 8 t g dle a to hi r 

1e.t1on hip 1th h1 ftt!l,lo ci- ta en one fin rose most 

ev '1:Y er1t1qu , long o.r ort . th l m t of hu per on-:-

1~ outs de:r Popa t lit or1tio1 

POPE 

The P . oral. wer the a.rl1 t poe of Pop ioh 

000 1oned oon rov r y, tt>. oont over y n t mpQrt t in it-



,elf, but sufficient of the spreading ~d 1ntensify1 of . 

person 1t1e in the Popea.n or i~tsm • • 2 _ em Pytoral1 
; 

oa,lled fo~th Pepe's earlieat. p r on31 or1t1oi8m8. In 1709, 

Tonson publish as 1 cellanY •hieh contain d to 
i -

Pastol'&;l(. On set as 1tten by Pop a.n th o h r set 

was i tt n by bro Philip • Pope com ended Ph111pa 1 ,a 

Pastoral and even aid, "Th r re no b tt r eoolo ea in 

the English l.angU • . tt) Joseph Ad.di on prin1i d an 

extended oopy of the two set _ of .;w::__.:.=,.:,;:w;::,;;:-. w.rltt n y ope 

and Philip 1n the • peota:Uoi£,, a.nd Addison p:ronounc the 

second-rate pot, Ambro P ilipa•e Paa;tpJels the b tt rot 

th t11"0 sets. ~ 'l'hia ~ for Pope the re ting of h cri't-

101 m.. His ~doJr 1'a. so wh t oooled, and oonv ftt 

- ............. t.:r.o, .. :t took. Ha to a cold rage by the poe1t1on which 

beoame both jealous and re nttul of the a.pp~ s of 11-

ipa ' s Pg.storalsJ he p:romptly aent an nymous . p p r to the 
' 

Gua:rdi1al'\ 1n mock p:raise ot Philipa•• fyto~al ,,, eedle • ;o 

say• the p:raJ.se wa ironio&l from the beginning to th em.·5 

2 • o. Brodribb. Pop:!I H1• Fritnd.shiJ? and H18 1oet11. 
London, tion Hom .Re ng Union, p. 15. 

. 3tienry • · Boynton, ed.1 tor ppmpl, te Po t1o§l o:rk Of,· 
Ali xan&!tr ope. Boatonf Houghton ffi1n Co. , 1931. p . xiv. 

w., P, xv1 • 

. 5DaV1d P trick, ,C~bU••• &noYolopa,edia of Englia}\ . ' 
!1 te:raturt• New Ed.. • 11 elphie.t J._ B. Lippincott Oo. , 
902, p. 2)9'. 
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He quot d l of hie rival's worst P ss es for his b t, 

and he placed byte ide of the is own.fin•~ l~n • whioh, 

ooording to the Enoyolopa.ed1a Bl-1,tannio , be said, "wan, 
rustioity and deviate into downright poetz,-.•6 Pop damned 

Philipa's Pastorals by :tulso e pr 

Guardian's pr1no1plea.7 

e and ridiculed th 

Pope, ever faithful to the ma.xi th t a man n ver fo>-a 

giv s another hom he h injured, oont1nu d to pursue 

Philips with hateful d satiric line. videnoe ot th1• 

1 seen 1n the Epi tle to Dr, AZ'b;Uthno'b. 

The bard hom p1lfe1' 1d Pastor l ~enown, : 
o turn · a pers1 an t f o: ha.lf- crown, 

Jut writes tom e his ba.rrennea ppear, 
d strain t~om hard-bound brains i • t 

linea . a ye J 
He who till wanting, tho' he lives on 

th f~, 
St s muoh, penda 11ttl, yet b notb1ng 

lef°',8 

Pope further show d his di&l1k for Philip by ob 

te11.~1ng him as a •slow• poet in these ver es in the PYR::: 

0184. 

She e • slow Philipa creep 11 e T te•• poor page,9 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

6f.lozo101?a.ed1§ f71timP,19t lal., Ohio noyolop 
dia Bri ann19a Ino., ~68, p.23. 

7182.d,, p. 223.- . 

SAl.exander Pope, "Th J:piatl To Dr. Arbuthnotit, in 
The Complete ork of Alex~der Pop • Globe d., Londonc 
John urr&¥, lo/Ol, 1~. 179- 85. 

9pope, gp1 oit., •The no1ac1•, B. l, 1. 105. 



She ijnatohed a sheet of Thul& from hr b d; . 
Sudden he flies, and belma lt o'er the pyre1• 
Down sink the flam s . and. with e. his expire. O 

Oboe more. in the es.me ork, Pope ote a. pa.ro on 

Philips •s lines in hi · l tte% to Copenhag ns 

Sil noe,. y wolves, le Ralph to O,n h1a. ho111 , 
d mak night hi<;tfUG! 

Answer him ye owls! 

30 

Th ae xo rpt Ul'UEltra~e how Pope permitted ~e per

sonal fe lings to en'I r into h1a ori tica;L judgment. 

One finds tt e:$tremely ffiault ot read Pope• . P.!rs

j;o:rala without giving ome thought to Jo eph Addison, fo~ 

1 t 1s 1n th1 oonn otion that the first of a long aeries of 

personal enmities wh1oh embitter d Pope• . life and o~ttt

oisms began. AS 1 t has b en pointed out, Addison printed 

an xtend d oompar1 on of Pope• and Philip ' Pastore,;J.s in 

the Speqtgt,o;; he ex,prese d hi preferenoe. for Phili s•e 
.Ji -

Pasto:rala to those of Pop • Pope res nted th1 dep:reoi 

tion of bis. po tll7 by Ad son a,nd tlut "subtlety d 1ngenu-

tty of hi method of z tort w inter st1n 1nd1oatlon 

of his di i rganuousnes which beo e 

h1 !tings. 12 

lOPop ' 9P, oi,t •• •"The 01 " 
11 

I 

~ pa~ QH•· siii •• "The nc1a4", 
12 

Patrio • OJ21 git., p. 10, 

ttle quality of 

Bk. 1, 11. 258-260. 

Bk .. 111. 11. 1614-65. 
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Pop' 

auoh a , sh 

d by hi fnen , 

oh rley. He wa , ho ver, xp~oting 

gr at commend t1on from the memb~r of the dd1eon coterie, 

but so lit l as said about the P them that orl-

tio• h v oonolu<i d th :t ther con pi y of ail noe 

by the Addi on ooteri to ;proh1bit Pope frqm g n1n too 

oh public r oogn1t1on.13 John on tat d, "It oould h dly 

be doubte th :t th 1littl ena.te • t Button• Club w 

1ntlueno d by th ir pol1 tioal. loyal.tie in their judgment 

th :ff Ph111ps•s ytor§l:a showed superior rit to Pope' 

Pastoral. Philip taunoh ig Party 1t'h11 Pope 

mOTed only bout the periphery of th oup and • . n . aho d 

aom 1gn him lf fro 1 altogeth r. It was 

in this oonneo ion th t Pope's links tt oh d to the Tory 

Pam b oam tren t ene • Nl4 

Howev r, up until 1714, whatever 1rr1t tion Pop fel 

to d Addison, he took it out on h1a follow rs r th r ·than 

ddi on hi self. In 1711, ,Joseph Spenoe r oor .d Pope 

s 1 , "I like Ad on 11 I d o y , and I am 

Ve'1f1 fond of hi oonv r at ion. ttl5 Du%1n th 1r e ly o-

13 D , op, g,t., p . 35. 
14samu l John on, Tat L&f e Of Pone. London: o. 11 

& Sons, 1753, p. 70. 
15 · · s, Observe,t 



:,a 

tal'loe b1Pt Addi on' rka r~ f equ ntly q-µoted oz 

lud d to in Pop ' po t:CY'I ll . • wi n 1 s J.f • ho d 
. 

th t Pop like 

tion for 

son. Pop urthe~ exp~ oa~su ·•1• 

oontrlbut· on o t · e ..,., . ......,m.;.:;;~;:., ..:~=-r.=~ 

d...,..;..;:.;;.;:::;....___. lett tte. du 1n · h ?! r of 

(1711 .. 1;)'. In yll abou ian in 171}., 

Pop e 

'!/ the 

to Broo 

e nee 1 "·•paper i oa.u 

d 0 I a.s 1 tanoe. ·11~ in 1t1ng • ant of 

1,171, Pop 

publi had 1 no y to 

o no sor of putatto 

ot 

d n t 

nt 

. e.t 

but a p P.l' 

o h op 

On 
ad 

\Yi th o country g n le e ho 

fo a itioi m O- pol te. i n • 
t tt18 • 

Pl9o:f'oun resp £or di on~ 0 tic 
.. 

e le e • H rui a o ... "bl oom ent 

tha.t -·. on on th " aa.y On 

~, ......... o • I 

oond tion, I b . gl 

hat you t 1n vis bl ~,19 a i o 

16 • der Pop ·. 
thope, Lond i:i1 H nry o--.~~~~:;,;.:~ 

l7ib1d., p. 107. . . 
18Ibid.; • 141. 
l9tbtd:, p. 141-42. 

Udg n 

on the 

l!.eh 

on h 1i 

d hte 

· t 

'1 i rt y 

trik out l line 

y pr e 

1te by John Oou~ 
20. 



th !i••BY on Cr1 tioiam in the Speota.torJ 
' . 

me re, re ponaible for the 

It w so t th1 tim 

uoo ful s 

he wa, in 

a of 

th t Pop wrot one of th 

large _ 

noble t pr olo a in oul: 1 age fo; d1son' s 110ato"; and 

in co enting on the pl Y. Pop s id• 

It draw tare from my ya in ever pl o • 
Espeoi ly p t of the fourth and fifth aote, 
where the be uty of virtu pp al" d so oh ngly 
that I b 11 v if put on tbe st ge, th :udieno• 

uld enjoy th eate t ple ure an x ad soul 
could b oapable of enjoying ' a view of virtue 
itself dress din per on, ooior, and otion. The 
motion h1oh the mind will f l f'rom this ohu-

t r, an th ent1 ent of humanity ich t 
d1stre s of uoh a person -a to" will etir up 
in us mu t neo a 11~ fill and udie o 1th eo 
glorious di no 1tion nd ov reign lov of vil:'-
tu that 1 tion 1f any play h ev r n 001►--
duoed o inrnediat ly to moral as thi•. 20 

Suob in eff ot Pope' early cr1t1oal view of Addieon. 

Later, however, Pope's or1t1oal judgment of Addison 

changed a.nd 1 t gr u ly gr w intensely bitter. 

of this 1 een in Pope's pol1~1oal ork, suoh a, RJM>t 
Qf Th Look 11)d r Forest, wh1oh have no diat1not pl e 

in the treatment of thia pa.per ainoe this d1 oms Jon 1 oon

oerned only with selected or1tio l work. However, Pope•• 

oompl tee tr n ment with Addison did not oo. until Po •• 

translation of the Il1ad. A nor incident oonneoted with 

the translation of the ll1a4 led to some miaunder tending 



34 

b t11\1len th t a,nalator d ddl on; n · 1 t gave r1 to the 
I 

p :,son nmt tle hi nad b n br wing for number ,of 

y bet en 1ih • ope• a · ti-a.ilty of constltution 

a.si y l hi to mut!~tfy tm:,l l.l into ount n(t t and 

u op 1bil1t1 ere painfully 

relation with A on had a1r ady en train d 

N22 Bil 

dd.1-

d d 

w brou ht !o 

T1okell ' (l .6-17 ) , 

gard d . pro pt , 

n 11. by 

publ1 had, 

by 

unfortunate ooin,. 

riv v rsion 

no unna tur 1,:,, r,

for t };lis • plu the oullll:llr t1 ve r Sult of Pop ' 

And, 

1~ v10 • 

llY, -bu't over a p~r1od of Ye • h ~,ng d hims 1! by oru 

elev rly, portr ylng dd1s~ 1tAttioue•. ght n y 

fter dd1 on• 4e th2} ,thia, portr t found 1 t final Pl o 

. 21 o o • Vol . 221 w Yo~k: 
Am noa.n ctorpo tton, 

aa Ibid., p . 35s. 

2't1pon th f th of Sp noe 's neodote b pp. 1· 11+9. 1 
. as long held that Pope., in his first a.ng . r - t~ c;\diso:ri h 
otually s nt these ltn to him, but th1 1s no11 b ld no 

to be probe.bl • Oourthope •a Lift of .Paa~, 1~9!f • 161, in
clioatee t a Spenoe• nt11'e account is oonjeotured to b 
fe.briQation by Pop ising out of his desire to e ta.bl teh 
beyon doubt that -'\ t that . th cha.~a.ot "Attious · 
oreated not after Addi o~• dea~h. but dUr1ng hi l1feti ~ 
tn any o , Oourtnop e.y~, • Att crue ' 1s dreadful r s 
blenoe, of th or!gin • 



ln 1ihe prologue to . the S tir , T.h 1 11?1&-tle To, Dr,, buth

W.• 2~ 

Peace to all uoh J but were there one whose firt• 
7rue nius kindli,a and fa.tr ram 1nap1:ree 
Bl se d with ea.oh t ent and &Oh art. to pie se, 
And born to ite, oonVi r • an 11~ with e ea 
Should auoh ma.n too . fond of rul &1Qn$• 
Bear like 'the Tur I no brother n ~ th t one1 
Vi him wtt soo~nM. y t jaal.oua y •. 
And hate for ts that o :u 1 4 himl~lf to rlse; 
Damn taint p%'a1ae, ea en th oi Vil le r • . 
And without neer1ng t aoh other to sneer; 

111ng to wound, and yet raid to atf1 , 
Just hint a fault and h s1 tat d1sl1k ; 

1 er ff•d the bl a or to oo nd, . 
A t1m•roua toe• and a u pioioue triendJ 
Dre ding ,v•n fool by flatt re b se1g ~. 
And 80 obligi th t h ne' :r obliged 
Like O&to, give h1s 11 tl Senate lawa, 
And it a~tent1v to his o • plause; 
1h11 t an T mpl v•r, sentenoe raise, 
And wonder w1 th fo911ah taoa of pr a .. 

mu t- no laugh 1:t uoh a. man ther bet 
o would not nep. it Atttou er h, 25 

35 

UaoDoneJ.d point d out the.t there is so e t:ruth 1n the 

cha:rg Pope made' again t Addison relative to hi teachin -

others to neer ! Tb.ea n r• ma.1n1y aonoerned Pope 1 e 1n-

bility to tra.nalat Hom r_ and Pope'• ohie:f oompla.1n't

againa'b the en era ee ed to h :ve lain 1n t f a.ot that 

Pope believed that Addison 1n tad and aided Thomae 

'l'iokell in his t:ra.nal :t1:ng the f1;ra, book of the 1115 nd 

publish d it B1mul.taneou ly th Pope• tJ:an l&t1on.26 

24mAoyolop9t <Y,Jh Axnt%.l oa,n , p.,e, 2R, oi t,., 111&,..149'. 

25Pope, "The Ep1 tle To Dr. Al:bu'thnot 11 , ll. 193-214·. 
26 aoDonaJ.d, op, 01 ~-, p. 26. 



is ma.f or may not be tru • but modern c~1 tio1am b 
" " . .. . 

failed to find any vaJ.td g~oun for the suppo ition that 

Addison ·ao~ ly 1nfiueno•~ Tlck,U 1n hi ublicat1on of 
• I 

t 11,1 d • !he real i ifioano of the bol pi&ode 1 • 

an int r t1ng inter,pl y of persone,J.11rl pointing dir otly 

t the f a.ot tbat in :the AUgust n e" p -r anal bias vae the 

oh1ef element 1n oritioaJ. th~nklng ihen the poet~y of 

Alexander Pope wae oonoe;rn 27 

One till se • a oont1~1 y of p rson and.mu 1.n Pope 

for AdcUson 1 :te a. l7JS. _ ope ha.d d commendable 

:thing to dd1son ab t hi pl.a.y ucato1 in 1713. n 1t w 

f1rst writt,n and n h an Addi on er on frl n ly tar • 

But in 173S, Joseph Sp noe quoted htm a.y!ng quit a d.!f-

tel'ent th1 • l , Pope, ga.v 1 _. ~dd.1 o •. 'l1r/ opinion that 

l • -~"'••r,n b t t :r: not aot. ,, it , • 0a o • • an<! that he 

:woulQ. get ·. enO'J h r put tion oDJ.-y by pr1nt1:p. 1 t . Thi I 

&aid, thinking 11n' t "' e well 1tt , but not thea.tn-

c enough. • i on • d.• 'hi• opinion w · 
I 

the s rn1n& but om p twl fr1 nda of h1J \lbom 

he oould no di obl1g 1ns1sted on 1t b ing aoted ' • and 11' 

was · th th r at et appl.aU Pope al•o II rt d. th t t , 

l ov p · t of the Pl Y c: ju t .fl in ~o ooniply w1 th the 

pc>pUl d ta te ef tho a.udi noe;•ag 

271ormen·Ault, o • London s Uethu n and 
Oo a.ny , 1949, 1.· pp. J79--l z • . 

2Ssp noe, iR• o~t., o. v. p. 173; 



YI 

Int DUnoiad, pe t 1 • to szey- of 

od queen , r p _at the jest in. 
d p , of h . r G:ru tre t 1 , 
li . 1· ~ ve , Ad ison and ior; 
ne ilkine, :run: d! lusi ve t• o 

ope plao ·i on i the oourt of 1 

not r quire 11 ne -s 1 to iv im oo ~h attention because 

£el th .t suoh it rs Oon e e, di on d 

ould re aoh po t ri ty and h ple ded · th D\: ln s o pr 

ceed th those nom h f 1 t uld of ec si ty b 

ridiculed. 

V r 11 

It is tho "~t by SQ e of t e 

atnc r on John nnis war 

u.nfavor :bla rem - a made by nn 

itio that Po • 

o occa.s .o ed by the . a 

on Po 1 ~::;:..=;i:c.:.:~s . 30 
"'" 

:Penni • 1th 

vaitt _n l:)y nh Th O-µ:t of t 

bitter onsla; ht :fo Pop - s, according to nnis, "Pop ' 

effort ra.bly f i.l in ev ri; lin of th o !eon • ._31 

Aooordi · to O ruth re, 11 re then t » th1 d of n s • 

rein.aw a d vot d to hyperbolic l pr ~se of 

tread t e dignity o tyle 

29Pope, "Th~ noiad" , B • 11, 11. 1 2:;- 26 
JO acDon""ld, 012 . 0~ t,., p • 73. 

. 31 . 
John Denni , T e Of Pou • Lon ni 

Son , 1712, p . 260 
G. 

e llo 

a1 t 

Bell an 



the trivialitie o ope I e P stora:ls,. 11 32 Because o,f the 

sla.ahing appro .... o w ioh nnis employed in r Vie n the 

---;;;..;..~-1 .... s , Pope provok done bitter perso~al ene in 

Denni I t e author o ginia, by d oribing 

him as " ppiue" in t y On Ori"Gioi m. 33 . 

Appius d n at ea.c ord you sp ak , . 
And stares tremendous with threa.t'ning y , 
Li e some fi re tyrant in ol t p try. 3 

3 

Popa a.g n too occasion for rev ng in the say by 

directing his desori tion oft a pro res 1v 

of letters to Dennio in the follo ng ver e . 

oline of n 

In e oh of wit the o loo th i oo 
And then tum c,ri tic in th ir own def noe; 

aoh burns ali e , ,o can or o · not it . , 
Or i th rival• or an eunuoh' 1 te . 

l ools still a.ve an i toning to ide , 
And fain ould be upon the lau hi aid . 
If aevius so:ribbl in ppoJ.lo s opi t • 

, 

There a.re ho ju e still orse than e o write. 
Soma hav a.t fi st or its, then poets paee ' d; 
Turni critics net and prov ' d ~lain fools t 

l t . 35 

Dennis had great ac1.mi tion fo Aristotle , and in 

hie Prefao nd Raf ormat1on Of Uode,:rn Poetq, 

he . explained hy h preferr done of t e Grec1tu1 tr die • 
as, for example , Qa 2us Ibi~ King of Sophool , to an ng-

32Robert O rut er , nder Poe S cond 
dition, London : H nry G. , , • • 

33Ed a.rd li 
Atij:x nder Pope . 
1 • 

ee , 
York : 

The Poetry Ot 
Henry Holt and Oomp y , 19011 p . 

YtPope , . op , oit ., "An BS y O Critioiamu , 11 . 5S 5gg• 

35!...!,g., 11. 2 27. 



39 

liBh tr edy, a, for ex pl• the iul&u 
' 

s of 

ape Dannis oonolud.ed t t all er "sot and foo1e 
• 

bo dep t from the 18 otlean rul • 36 Pop ridiculed 

Denni 1 ide th t w:riter hould be oonfined by l w to the 

Sta.g1%1te . H s 1d, . 

Ono , La a:nob&'s km.ght, they say, 
Ao rt n b rd naount'rin on the WfV/, . 
Disoour 'd in ter just, th looks a -e; 
AS e' er oould D nn1, of tbe oian at a. 
Oonolu ng that 1 were per te ots_a.nd foole-
Who durat depart from .A:risto'bl •a rule. ,, 

Dennis r torted in 11 Refl ot1ons Upon A Late Bhepso~y" 

-••• in 1711, abu ing Pope for many thin • , pa.rtiottl.uly, bi~ 

person deformity;~ PQpe never forgot tb1a brut tt k. 

Dennis had so attao d Pope•s "Prolo to di.son•• 

Oa.to.· Howev r, Pop made no 1 te re ' iln1 • He 
. 

ve7fl • naibly took the pos~tion· in 1 oorrespondeno th 

(Jaffll, "!ft e p oould not· a.n r for its lf o the pub,.. 

3~eed. We oi t, • • 164. 
37pop , •An esq On CritioismK, 11. pp . 67-72. 
38Le s t an six e ks aft r Pope ' s ttaok on nni• he 

retaliated w1 th RtiCl og2ns yPoi I La.t§, Rhapsody. r lle9 f. e•a,Y Upon Or1~1oilm. e attao Pope m on Denn int e 
Q w igb'.ed so h avily on nnia I a ind that in his Ren c-

i_i~ Mres himself in is ueual butohery t hion to 
i'iil"eve the pressure·. Peraonal l te oa.ua d Pope to oens'Ul" 
Denni I Denni • impelled by anger, ~ t liated by vilifying 
not only the po m, but tbe poe1 .well. The animosity in · 
Denni q~io to find we ness sin hie enemy'• ment , 
but after probi defeats of lo o, the nr d o~1t1o at
t ked first , the physio d.efor ty of the hunoh •d,.,.b k •4 
toad', and so hi& Jaoobite pol1t1oa, suggesting th t Pope 
w a grooming himself for po t-la\ll' :t ship ag n t the P:re
'tend r. 



110 def n .• it futile.•39 Donni• on 1 :ught h b _en 

of th ost violent ktna., ven 1 poin d or1 t1o 

tleot1ons h d 'be n incident to th deep personal h ti: 

he h di pla.y d . Pop • b ~ng ure of hi per1o:r1 ty. over 

an n,my at om the o:r1tio 

duoed, two year· late:r, one of th o::m.t le t sa.-~ire• th t h 

eve~ wrote, Tl}e N(;\?'r@itiv Of Dr, o;t>ert l~orri, 1 Copgerning 

'l'h StxanS! An . Deplo,rable F:renzi Of _ ,• John ,Denni • 4o 
I 

Pop's v !n of h ~red for John Dennis o run through 

tb J!jp1.atle To r , .A:rbytmi,ot. In th& 11n s . Pope ref r-

red to tb . ori t1oi m tba:t nni h d nr viou lY 

his :rke , 

Soft ntY number ; o oould t of'fe~oe, 
1le nure de ortpt1on held the plac of ense? 

• •• Y t t en did D nni :r v 1n fur1oUJJ fr t 
I nev r s r - I • rtot in debt.lJ.l 

of 

· D nnis, in hi old ge, a pov r'ty- trio n and 4 ..,. 

titute. Three eks befor i de th a ben fit 1 y w 

giv n in bis int~ u. Pope not th Prolo to th play, 

39Pop , 21?, oe.t. • •oorreapondenoe "• p. 7~l;. 
40sa.muel John on, 1n the Life Of Pop 11 , aid. !''l'hi p 

phlet w th ore deva tating b ca.us 1 t wo.a 1 tten 1n 
train of g n r good u or ,t_ . o out, o tb t ho eve~ on 

may symp thize with the old o:r1·t10. one o n not foxibe 
la.ughi with Pope a.t ~ e hil iaµ fun h h :t Denni • 
expens • The moat r1dioul1n o.n umoroua touoh i tn the 
p s e in . ioh Dennie repr s nt :the victim . s ~ead1ng · he 
l•sa.v On Or1tioism in Lintot•a boo . hop, an finding himself 
att ked in ~he verses wh1oh d soribed the pro e ive de. 
ollne of men ot l~tter rom ts ••• to pl in fool. "Br God 
he me s m 11 , yelled Dennis, in ury h dash d th • 
book on the -floor. 

41Pope, u 1stl To • buthnot 11 , ll. 1q.7 ... 1t,g, 153-514-



41 

d he oould not rafr n from introduoing 1 1n o 1o 

1us1 n to his ol e ; 42 It 1 int is oonneot1on t 

ope comment don D nni 

not. n t Dennis I lif coming to a. d1 "t e tul olo , -
Pope till pr tt d h pr on~l f eli s to oooupy pl 

in hi oritio l vi of D nni. 

Y t of by n dup than i 
Sawbo aan tall a.n bit; 

1· dl' ded tirlst enn1 ill oon 
10 to i pri , but friend to 1 di ,43 

r ult of t a oumul tiv o n re nn1 m on 

Pope's person d for 1ty, 11 1tin , Pop 

nn1 a.rnon the little t on th t ne of" 

th 

And l tr m nni ag 
Sbovld nni publi h you h tabbtd YOU% broth r , 
Lam;poon ' d your ,monaro~. or deb uoh 1d your Dk>th r; 
Say, h t r v e on D nni s o h d? 
Too dull fo au ter, for reply too mad: 
on on o poor, you could not t th l J 
On on o olcl, your s rd you oorn to . aw, 
Unoag d then let the h ml n t r ragtt. 
Seou:r in u1n ee, madn sa , ant nd age. 114 

Pope expr ed b1tt rly hie oontempt for iters . who 

produo d rely because they h d to et unp bills . 

poet who w:rot for ult rior t 1 vi w rthy of ridicule 

42ae d, op. oit., p . 212. 

43J?ope, "Th Epi tle To Dr . rbuthnot" , 11. 36 371". 

44Pope, "Te o1 , " Bk. 1, 11. 106-114. 

1 



by & who nev r "set geniua as e",45 nd Pop declared, 

" oh of • Dennis • wor · ff'ord d us not :ble ex 1 of a 

poet wr~ tin for ul te:rior reasons. ttlli6 , 

H th t ould pun. would p1ok pook t • 
Here one poor wo:rd un r ol o ee m e.47 

Pope's tt x on ennis. wh tb r innocently or i-

s t in 

an Detmi••· a.- VAHF

of p rsona.11 tie 

r Pli 

ioh 

te ttently bet en th ·t until nnis' de 

t e 

' Rich rd Bently, th famou m ter of Trinity and e en-

d r of Horao a.nd ilton; • on o! Pop •s ~st provoo tive 

oontempora.ries . 

Re d quot B ntley :y°1ng, h in d Po t Pr-

on oritio ea U:8 e po n t . bis 111a4.lll! Brod.-

ribb reoo ed Bentley ha.Vin old Op I "A pretty poem 

r .. Pope , but you ust not o l !t • tt49 Th1s vexctd 

op , 1n the D>i@ le To Dr,l A:rbu.thnot, Pop v•ngefullJ 

ait ked Bentley• e tion o lton, ic published 

64. 



43 

S.n Bentley 1 s old e ai literary our1o~ity. Pope •a t-

tack i mplied th th blind po t , lton, had employed.an 

amanuen is, who had ad numerous involunt 

an editor who not only di likewise, but 

interpolat db d ve~ eG of hie own. 

mistakes, an4 

o deliberately 

J'rom 11 ning B ntley to Piddling Tibb&lds : 
oh ght , who r ade not , but aoans and spells, 

Eaoh word-o toher th t 11v a on syllables . 
E'en suoh small ori tioa o regard may olaim 
pre erved in l ton' a and · hakespe e 'a n • 50 

Bentler' or1t1o1 m on the Ilia.d,, as not e t a 

oondemn tion,51 but Pope did not reli hit ; d yea.r• afte:r--

we.rd& , Pope ag n too reve e by plao1ng B ntl y . ong t 

11 ttle W1 t in the cou:rt of Inlnes 1n the Dunq1ad. 

To lull the sons of ar et nd Ola.re - h~l, 
er B ntl y l t tempeatuou wont to sport 

In troubled waters , but now &le pa in port. 
Before them ohed t t a.wf'ul 1 taroh; 
Plough1 d. with his front i~h many a deep : markJ 
Hi hat , 1oh n ve~ wa1l 1d to_ human pride, 

alker with reverenoe took. nd l 1d aside. 
Low bow'd the rests he kingl y, did but nod: 
So upright quakers plea e both man and God. 
• atre 1 dimias that rabble from yo\11' throne ! 
Av t: is Aristarchus yet u nknown? 

hty ohol1 at, whos unw ieet pain• 
Kade Hoa:roe dull, and humbled l ton' a strains. 
Turn What they will t veree, their to11 · is TainJ 
Ori tio like me sh l mak 1 t prose ag&1n. 
R an and G1;ee G; ar1an• J Know you be,te:rJ 
While tow1r1ng over your pha.b t, like Saul, 
Stand for digamm , nd o'er top them all. 

50Pope, • 1 'tle To Dr. ~buthnot", u. 164-1G8;' 

51Brod%1bb, op. oi t., p. 14:,. 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
, .Ah, think not, , m1str a 1 mor true dulne, lt. • 
In folly' o th dom•• ~ disguJse. 
Lik · bouys th t never sink into th flood, 
On l arn1ng ' surf but e 11 and nod. 
••• For th e we dim the yea, and stuff th head 
with l uo rea.d1ng w n v r readJ 
For thee expl in a. thing till a.U en doubt 1,~ 
And te about it, dd• s, · and about 1 t; 
So spin the 11-worm em l 1t slender store, 
And labor till 1 t olou 1 t elf all o' r. 5 

; 

s, on s a so e truth in t tatement 

th :t Bentl y bout Poe w n h fir . t ta.oked bT 

him - "Th port8Iltous old oub n v r fo •• tt 53 
Th pr tic of ded1o ting a po m or work to eo 

body of note had egen rt d into y of buytn the f ~or 

or the pt on of th p on to bom th po 

oated. Pope ri o led this r otioe exero1•• of 

1tiokl1ng"J 1t in.this oonneotion th the n as-
J' 

Sailed Bentl y in hie l 
I 

Hi honor • meaning n hu expreee'dt-
1 Be n hi p tron llbo tickle best• 
H• ohinks his pur • d , of ,._ate: 

i r h di or · 
No tt%oua t noe, 

1 , l th.. l~t,ed •en•e l 
o wanton o'er his f aoe; 

r o , d f eota er 
Roll the hr to hi e oon 
Then hi taate dir ots ou~ op rat 
Bentl y, outh with ol&J io tlattel"J OP.~P. . 
And the puff ' d 0% tor burs a out in t:topee.54 

52Pop, "The naiad", •B • xv. 11 ~ , 2~2511;. · 

53Ree 01?• o1t., p. -206. 

'4Pope, llTh Duneiad", Bk. 11. 11. 196-206.· 



rrom the e severe tt ok waged on Bentley. 1 t i e ily ob,.. 

8 rved tha, Pope's p rsonal b1tte~nes consta~tly oond1tlon• 

eel h1S ori tioal judgment of Bentl.ey as poet.-

£OPE AND LOUIS !HE-OBAJ,D. 

Pope's •Sha.ka peare11 appeaJ:"ed 1n th year 1725~ and the 

tollo~ year Lou1 Th obal.d published hi §a$ke.s2ee1 Rt , 
atored, tbe ful.l title of llhioh was ~Jl e,s12ea:re Restortd 21 

A Specimen of tJ! MW Err9.1a, A8 Wt,11 _Oq,mmitttd• All UnamtDAr 

I~ bf Mr, Pope 1n Hi a 1~at1 l!!(ij.t12A of t9e Po 't. 55 Pope found 

a :rigorous or1 t1o in Theob d, a.nd his resentment xpreese<l 

its lf cha.ra.ota~1 tioall.y. "In 1728, Pope brought out a 

second edi t1on of his own 3 bakeape,g_e 1n hioh h inoorp(tl'► 

ted the greater part . of Thf.tObald's b et oonjeotures and reg

ulations of thtt text. ~56 In the JiPia:tJ1e To Dr, Arbuthnot 

Pope said of 'l'heob d, 

"• •• p1ddli~ Tibbalda t 
Each w1 t, who r a.de not, and but scans 8:Qd 

spell.ti, • 
Ee.oh-word-o toher. that live• on syllable•, 
E'en suoh ame.J.1 or1 tioa some reg rd may ol , 
Preserv d in llton•a and Sb. esp ••~ nam r,_57 

In the ea.me yea:r, aa oarryover of Pope•• 1nd1gnation, 

he sav ely avenged htm.aelf by not only r1d1oul1 Theobald 

55Re•d• op, oit,, p. 2.07. ; 

5601otione.ry of Np.t1onal B1op§Rbz,. "The Life of Theo-
bald", edited bf Leslie Stephen, Londons 1gs5, p~ 266~ 

57Pope, •~1stle To Dr. Arbuthnot", 11. 164-6S. 
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in th B thoe "skimming, sallo , iter , b t he 0 

made hi t he h ro in the orig ina l d. 5S Aft r Pope 

, made Theobald hero in th 11 Dunci~d 11 and placed him on th 

t rone of Dulne a, be gave him ore it for havin no origi-

n 1 bility for 

pl 1ar1st . 

iting and t ereby , ol ssified h im 

Thus, 

All t t on folly fr nzy could be et • . 
Fruits of dull heat , and sooterkin of t . 
ext o ' r his books hie yes began to rool, 

In plea.din memory of l be stole , . 
Ho h re he aipp d , ho t re he plunder~d snug, 
And uok ' d l o ' er, 11 an 1ndustrio bug. 
Here l ay poor etcher ' h f - eat soene, ~d her 
The frippe y of or cified oliere; 
There aple s h peare , yet Tibbald or, 

eh1d_he ad blotted for himself before: 59 

Tibb d 1 l t act to f· 1 le pin Dul.n s • lap. 

tin her te le 1 s 
On Duln s 1 lap th' 
H1 ~lo es e curt 
And soft besprin~l 

last reoes inoloeed, 
a.noint ' d h d r po e 
ned round i th a ol.)r 
ith Cimmerian de . bO 

bl e, 

J ea Moo~ myth , 61 'the obj ot of Pope's impl o ble 

5~ ed, op . oit ., p . 203. 

59Pope, 11 The Dunciad" , Bk. 1 , 11 . 12 134. 

60.ru_g., B . lll, 11 . 1-4. 
61 J a the son of thur bore. Hi t rn 

gr d.father , mythe, at d ath. left his fort-µne 
to J es 1th. t otion t a t hould t ake th e 
S the for h1S n e . In ing bout him, , at 
times referred ~ oore , nd r ti a omyt e . The 
ref renoe made o hi n· e t th sis 11 b d plio te 
copies fro the uthors q ot d. 
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hat:r -~ ot oome y o led t ttd 
• 

at d 0 " l n 

of n:r,- Q8 0 

th" on ent 0 tlP %8 1: 

la,d e1' 1 t. 

h 

·. 1hat .. ~-
ouely 1n ., 

but: d :-eply to , f o e 

' 
:, A on oft D th 

II tl to 

t h ono rtfply'l64 

1f 0 bu:!Jhnot () lf 

al .0 •~ry de t: l1>op&. 

1~ t tr1 n t • om Pope 

o cl.o elY Ont1 int&n · tn. ...-o 

j OU t myth 1 ... • 

of thtt Bl.o op St 11 

62 

1lUl' d 1n 

• Ail> tbn t" l.l. 3~37 

...... ~ ..... • p .. 71 



by ao undisolo d :tron or 1njuey. Ye a wQ,,&;u-.1 

th plot . n t Smythe 1n Pop ' ind w U~ folded in th 

enl ged edition of the ~~~· In 3.729. Smytbtt b o \he 

, antoin66 of the ~~~• _. and Po fil a. o e, of pl 

gi •m eg n t i on t e b 1 at tbe uaed tbe igbt 

111'.189 of is po :try after he• Pop • bad Wit.na.::1:•a 

misaion·. Pop n ver forgave S · 'the for thi a:ct J evid noe 

of this 1 een 1n tne f ollo'ffing line• 1 

pty , he g :ve.. and ounding · au. 1n. , 
B~t e~ lea • lif es; i l vold• nd vein 
Nev r we. da~h'd out, at one luo hit, 
A f ol, so just a copy of nti . 
So like that, o:ti t1oa • 14, d oou:,: 1 n a ze, 

wit i , called Phantom oor .67 

POP 

The eaDl t not tion o op· ing p son c:ri 'll• 

olams of Ooll y bb r 1 s n 1n the ...... m.-..w:wi:.....::.:...~-....:~~t:::: 

W• . 
~el' ( th at ) W/ whol 

e play ·:r a.n l al" , •,lUOkily, 

Thi& person tt m t for Olbb %'1 d 1t 

661n h " os. " oore la referr d t 
oore" whlo~ m ana that oo~e do s not :represent 

eon, but :,: th : so eth1ng . e.bst at - or l 
of plagiary, 

"The Dunoi&d• , Bk. 11, :tr. 45-;o.· 

oaus 

Ph tom 
:teal per

~h f'o11y 

67Pope, 

68pope, 1 The p1 tle To Dr . Arbuthnot"• 11. 6()..61:. 
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itt n by Po , 
• 

Y, end b,.itb.not. ThiS pl , : oed on th · at 

t . the Drury Lane Tha :te.r • . f . . i the 

ae;e:v, as connid :red , f l.ur n hi s o f t e 

tag • 70 o t import t r sul t of th1 unfortuna.t pla:y 

s he faot tha 1 t led to :the arr 1 and n y be · 

ope Oibbe!', .4,. t b d only by P •s d &.t • 

Qib er w • the die or o:f the Drury L The ate1', d h• 

w oo to d to ma.k.1 sru!.'lre tion r g din th alter 

ttons of ply pr sen~ed ~ th 

f11otlon beg • Pop an k:no 

This ia Where the 

d m t oft b1ghe~ 

for . of a.rt. had. avert lo opinion o i;he tor ' s ju 

ment, . and lln an int rv w th O bb r• Pope mad thi 

known.·71 

Oarnthe quot Oib r a 

Pop t l t ng h atUityt 

a.ti th obi f o u e of 

I or1t1oi 
ma.nn~, 

d.1 noe* 
$11d in th 

011 r. 
11pa and 

69Th1s pla¥ JI' e.ily not one of ho aeleoted works d. 
ll 1 o at l 'th; but it o ot overlooked 

1 n oonn otion that op ' b1tt rest oen-
• rs t 1n hi r vi g h · 

pl o1pg Oib on of Duln s a. the hero. 

70Re 4,, :Jc1., P• ?()2. . • 
71'1'h =-=..:;..:;:~.;:.....:::.:~~~~eo~u~s:,,e ·Vol._ 111. 

Lo Ol'lt I 784 P• 67. 
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cor ingly fell upon m 1th 
1 t e foul lan th~t a wit ou~ of his 

sens oould b oa.pabl of . • • en he altn:) t 
ohoked th the fo am of his p aion, I enough 
reoove:red rom ement to e him thi r -
ply : • ope , you are so peytio,ul ., A m n. 
that I t b h d to eturn your la.n e a.a 
I ought to do; but ince you h ~e attacked me.in 
so on tro a am ne , is you m d pend upon, 
t at as long s the play oontinues to be aote , I 
will nev fail tor p t the a. or over nd 
over ag in'. Pope f o nd tha I pt my rd 
sev r days follo in . I am a aid thct Po de-
cided that his p n sharp :r ea.po~ than t1is 
to to tru t is revenge 1th; and ho ver 
just th oa.u e may b fo h is doing o, it i • at 
lea t the only cau e my oon('!oienoe oa.n be ob ed 
with. 72 · 

This feeling of animosity for Oib er continued throughout. 

Pope's lif and in his o a or a p riod of thirty ye 

It oulminat d in Pope's revi ing the Dunoiad in order to 

make Oibber tbe hero. 73 

ong th 

embellished th 

y n pieoe of 11 orit1oal f1.1rn1ture 11 hioh 

ngiad in four .Boo , of 1743. ther 

essay entitled , " oardu Ar1Bt ohu 11 • oa.rdu t 

hero of tne poe . In these lines 01bbef becomes o rd s . 

Th good or1ble:rus, indeed, nay, th orld it
self , might b . o don. in tn late puriou 
ditions by all Io •t t 11 ht Sha h ro, or 

phantom; but it a not o easy to im ose on hi 
whom thi egregiou rro m:> t of l concern : 
for no oon r hnd the fourth boo~ 1 id ope th 
high ands lling so ne, but ha r oognized hie 

72oarr th rs, op , oit ., pp . 157-5 . 

73oeorge a.intsl,ury , A Hi,' tory .Of O:ritioism, 
London: • Blao , o and -:t!-o•n;;;;,,;;.., --:1~9~1~1~.;..;;;.p .... ~~;.=:-....:::.:..::~~~ .... 

n 



wn o1c 
• of 
b r d 
off 7 

and wh n h o 
her l ur t on olin 
lion and, ri dloa. d h1 

51 

r • 

On eee h r t e springing of th tr p o Cibb r 

on the thron of DUln in th 

'1'h eo nd lu ion to 01bb r in t 

oompa.r ._1vel1 un · ortant . 0tbb r hag. devot d muah t1m !n 

defending th L1Qen 1ng Aot75 of 1737, ure whio fop• 

had per onal ll a poll 10 ~a,~~0 for d1alik1n . In 
L1ne 497 h voiced hi d1 a,pprov , nd oonolud d with a 

moo .. aeriou r 

him from reprint 

t ta o rt n o1roumstano • p% v nte 

11 that the obl uthor" 01bber 

said on t ubj.eot . 

In Lin 97n of bl Dunoia.4 0ibb r 1 r fer%ed to a

gin. thi time nd1 eotly. In num r tin tho 'Whom 

up th oourt o 1 , Po inolu ed tho e patron wh 

1 om fool to fool t l :ur l of oro • " a rutber• 

l 

t&t , "Fool t fool terr d o Cib 

Fo 

-r at by th Du 

of ewo s'tl • tt7 

GP 

au . den; th 

A,O f on, and the 

em to ha~ for-

gotten Oibbetr, ot unt11 Lin • 315 doe• n ton hlm 

75'I'b Llo 
thy r-ote. 

76Pop, • 
77Ib1d. 

1ng t p rmi t d. po 

76oarruth rs, sm, 011., p. 20;. 

to publi h What 
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ag n. In th line w r told that the typical fashion-

abler k of the day _h , 

much et te. d prinoipl and t. 
A8 J s-n, Fl- tw,-d• o-bb-r • h l think tit. 79 

To the 1 t line th following not w 

Thr e v '1!Y eminent person , 1 :ra of play; 
who though not gov rnor by profea ion, bad aoh 
in h1 way oonoern d themsel ve in th eduo tion 
of youttul , and r gulat d t etr ts , th ir 
or their f1nanoee 1 t period of th ir ge ioh 
is mot 1 orta.nt, their entrance into th polit 
world. &> 

Lt r in th poe Pope pok of thos o rh d for 

hir d patronized for pr1de. Thoe writers who sou ht 

t vora o e 1n for their Sha.re of ridicule. And when one 

reads th history of 1ght nth o ntury liter tur · d a 

to hat ext nt th1 pr otioe ad grown, h t la.that Pope 

w justified in his as.tires of it . a e~ st 

Oibber 1 a repr entat1v of this Ql s . H was 

l aur 18 as. a re ult of uoh a. f :vor, 11 lb. 

Thou, · 01 bber ! thou, h1 laurel sh t upport t 
Folly, on, h till a friend at oo~rt . 

pot 

Lift up yo\11' tea, '1 prince , see hi o • I 
•••• Light- d with points, ant1th pune :g2 

79 pe , op, oit ., .•The Dunoiad• , Bk. IV'; 
~ Ibict,, Bk. IV, p. 291. 
81Reed, op, git ., p . _89. 

g2Pope , "The Duno1ad1 , Boo l , 11. 297-302. 



Th . last us1on to 01bber 1n t e no1ad oomes in 

Line 520. Pope told us th t Dulness · ent to e oh of hef 

Va%1ou oh!Lldren whatev r qual1 t'i they e d to 1 k, 

&8 follow•: 

Firm 1mpudenoa, or _atup f otion mildl . 
And st~ait euooeed•d, le ving h e no room, 
Oibberi n forehead• or 01 eria.n gloom.g) 

53 

None of the Engl1 h poet exo1ted so oh of Pop•• 

adm1r tion a.s did John Dryden whose geniua i akin to hie 

own. This ad r tion was w ys xpr ed in f ot1onate 

terms. It began hen Pope boy and tt ended the thee,., 

ter where he aaw D2.7clen • a plays produoed and perhaps s w 

the poet hims lf. Pope told pence, "I saw Dryden when I 

wa t elve years old. I reme be:r d hi :t oe well'. I look

ed upon him even t en 1th venera.t1on.•84 Pope waye oon

Sider d Dryden a tru poet and he valued Dryden•• authority 

bove th t of ·t enty ori tioe or oo entator • 

Pop •a r tion for Dryd n 1 d h1 into a m1m.ite 

1tudy of Dryden•• worka. Am re looki through the index 

of Pope I s works will show how well Pope kn w Dryden and how 

often he bono d and oopied from hi• works; Thia ts ,_ 

very gQod 1nd1oat1on that Dryden• a tastes ple ed Pope·.· 

g3lb14.,.Bk. IV, p. :,01. 

~panoe, oe, a,t., p. 100. 



Because of Pope ' person 11 for yden, it hard 

for Pop to a.gr 1th ori tios • o ori t1c1z d. any of D;y n• 

works - parttoula.rly, h1s dram • Pope s 1d to Sp no , 

•D:eyd n 1s not o bad a di'amatio 1ter ae you t nk he is. 

There are many things fin ly s id in 1 play 

one else's play .•g5 · Thu,• l For Love" in whioh Dryden 

tmit tes the styl of Shak p •• but the d:ram t1o teoh~i

ques of a French trag d.ian, is giv n first plao by P~pe . 

The •Span1 h Fqar" whioh i bright and a.mu 1ng tnsp1te of 

1ts oeareenes, reo ives oo nd tion by Pope . "Don Seb 

tian• which wa written 1 tr and sho no pro ea in 

eith r style o~ dramatio theory, 1 t~e thi d pl~y th t Pope 

mention among D:ryden•s ben.g6 Pope, on th othe:r h cl 

or1t1o1ae Dry n for writ1ng with oontempt of other dram••· 

"The !.ld Gallant",j wr11iten 1n D~yden' youth 1 not thought 

to be a good pl~ by Pope, but Pope thinks that Dryden n.a 

too young When he wrote the pl y and he di t,niasee 1 ta worth• 

leaaneas on the 'oundS of the author•a ege·.87 In Pope• a 

pref oe to HomeJ he praises Dryden d give hi :r eati-

mate of Dryden• a translation of the "A n id"~ Pope sp aka . . 

of it a.a "The nobl and excellent transl tion by • Dryden. 

It 1 the most nobls and spil'ited translation 1n anr 1 nguage 

g5Ibid., P, 101. 

g~rod%1bb, 8Ps 01)., p. 35. 
67ll!!I,., p. 36". 
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and had Dryd n giv n tranala.t1on of the • Iliad' I woul 

n ver hav b en induced to attempt one. ,gg In ~ope •• final 

or1tioal. att.mat of Dryden, he h this to say, "~den~• 

fire 1 like th un• shin olear st toward 11; setting. 

0th r wit that have r1sen s1noe Dryden•s day are bui like 

th tars a;pp aring hen the un is set, th t twinkl onlr 

in Dryden • a ab noe nd w1 th the rays they. h :ve gott n 1'rom 

hlm. 1189 In this a.ooount of Pop and Dryden, 1 t is apparent 

th :t Pope•a cn:ltloal judgm nt of Diydtn was oonel1 t1oned by 

hie personal reg 4 for him. 

POPE ANP THOJdAS PAR L 

Thomas Parnell. So:ribleru m&mbe:r of both geniua and 

scholarsh1P, . wrote the i,&Sfll: On ijgm11 for Pope '• translation 

of th Jliad. and h was fr qu ntly oon Ul ted by Pope on 

v ioua diffioult p sagee during his transl tion. Pop . 

trusted both Parn 111 s olas ioal knowledge and f~1end hip.90 

Howard Will1a.m8 st tee that. ll'Pope prai d Pe.rn 11 1 8 PapdorA_ 

and th Eoologu s yPon Hesltl} 1n l tter to bim in 1716 a.a 

two ot the most be ut1.ful 1hinge he ev : re , and he would 

like to see Parnell' a Zgi1U9 along with hie Pe;y1g1:).iµm 

Venenls both whiob were 

38Jb141 • p ., 37. 
g9lb!,d,, p. :,!f. 

terpi oe• of theii- kind:~•91 

90oa:rruthere, op, 0,1 •• p. 10~· 
91Howa:rd Ull • i,ns.ish L tt era and Writ re of th9 · 

glght ent~ Oentm. London: G. Bell and Sona, 17g9, p. 65~~ 



Oau-rutheX' . reo(?rded . Pop a fl)S.YiQg, "The t1'anslat1on 

of Pa.rn ll • • Bat g9homugma. ia an exotll n .pt oe d n- °"-
body knows 1 t . Ther~ 1 not one man of • t . t doea not 

approve of the hole, an ? my elf l k 1 t . I am mor :ln 

P ti 11 •s d b11 than th r at of t wo:rld b o :u it had 

b en done t nry 1:r 1 •92 

.out of Pope•e p rson fri n b1p d r g d fo~ P~ 

nell, Pope di' d leoti n of bi wor 

11ebed.1n 172 d 1n a 1 tt r to J . ,:v 

ioh w re pub

n 1718, Pop 

stat 4, 1 · the, Parnell~ g ~ to publish was but 

l pa.rt b t he l t beh1n¢. but it 

POPE 

ooor 1ng to O rut r •John G y t o t oongen-

ial and b at belov d of fope' 11 tera.r, a.ssooiates. Th ir 

friendablp began in 1711, and it e oemen ed by Gay ' • 

praia , of Pope•a worka . •94 

In d1 otta 1ng Gay with Sp. no 1n 1737-391 Pope o p11., 

nt d Ga, "For b 1ng a man who o just ht h t ugh , 

and at he spoke, he . tho ht it . •95 

R d •tat tb t, 11 i'op wrote pl • in oonjunotion with 

92ouruth rs , pJ>, , oit. ,. p . 106. . 
93Pope, Ooi-napondence• iJ>· 01~,., p. 96~ 
94oarruthets , op, cit, , p. 5S. 
95spenoe, op, g1J1 , p. 112,. 
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G :y · d :rb hno • d ope alway f'oun G y to be an 

going, tn nt, n bo had a most profoun r s at 

for him. H turther· t , that . th J.'e on th :t P 

very f w oritio1s :1 _ 1:t' any, on G y' rk wa o 

tt d bi lf to Pop , and G y too, w 

-on of th 

ope, in oo nting on th d th of o _of hi 11 

a.ry fr" n 

t G V y i liv • 

th g o t l or thos th y t i 
they l ft : for th y 1 f 't me Oay; ~t 

Carruth~. qUot Pop in his M-.~vu- of . 

Begg •s Ope:ra, and it upple nt, ..-.-.... s yl , tt'rhe e 

orks of G · ne.bl d him to h1n in eilv · loops and gar-

ments blu • 98 
I 

a :ruth ~• al o ~ oorded Pope Yin in e. l.ett er t o 
I 

Swift pertinent to th d ath of G , 

ould to God, the man have .3ust l ost bad 
ot en 10 a.miabl no o ood l t t a; 

1 wish for our own not for hi s . 
Su f 1nno r ty o r 
happlnee , 1t . be 

Th$& line 

Pop liked Gay . 

av ry good t t1mony 

9~ •d• 88• cit ,, p. I I 
208. · 

97P p ·, " 1 l To ·• but 
9 O rruthe .-.:..~~·-, p . 9J; 

990 ~zuth , QP, · 191 :t"., JOO. 

to bow much 



ALYSIB or TH STUDY 

An analytloal study of the que tion of the extent to 

hioh Ue~ander Pop permitted hi pr onal feelings to di~ 

tate 1h literary or1ter1a found in h1 work r val th~ 

Pop • a 11 t 11ary dictator of his a.g , was not t re vad. 

from the petty l aJ.ou 1 s, n ti , and antmoai ti a the.'O 

so often rk men of les er lit ra.r, attain nt. From thie 

study, one finds that Pop l1be~atel1 ober1ehed and oul

tiva~ d h1 v nom against th 11-ttl wit of hia ag • How

evey, not only tne l1t\l wlt of hi age h ed his bitt r 

a ttre, but anyon . who w loud 1n .hi pra.1 ea of another 

pot•• work proferable to tb ork of Pope w l1kel.:y to 

fe l b1e uat:?i. 

Ha.v1ng achieved distinction a an out t nd.1ng poet and 

or1tio of hi Mei and believing h1s judgment to be jut 

nd 1:e sonable, Pope posa1bl.y m1n1m1ze the eff'eots of per

sonal ele ent on h1s or1t1oism. But the study rev ale . 

1ih t the presence of the e el ment did to a gr at extent, 

affeo th nttre statu of hi 

je " ousy and petti hne , hi qu 

o%1t1o1 m. Pope•e natur 

rel omene sand inability 

to stand even un1nt.enttonal . tta.oks, hi lastingly hostile 

ttitud towa;rd certain of his contemporaries ~e d~fini te 

and majo~ f aotor, motivating bis per on ont~oiem, Pop 

we.a D10rb1dly aensit1ve d personally spiteful, but, aoqo:rd-

1ng to this study6 the oomb1n t1on in him of t and venom 



pro ted th moat uaoe eful per onal at1:re 1n ngliah 

11 terature. 
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It ia evident from th1a r earoh that Pop llowed h1a 

critical judgm nt o! hi fello ora!t en to b conditioned 

by hi likes or pi di like from th m, i ter wbo Pope 

liked p rsona.J.ly, w re eldom. if ever; he.r hly oenaured by 

him. On th other h d, writers ho he did not like, o~ 

had spoken unfavorably about h1s work reoeiv d sev r atrto

tmee and o neur •• Oonoret evidence of Pop •a re t1on 

to bis oont mporariea • poetry a.ooord1ng to his fri nd ip 

with or bia ho tility tow the 1t r is en in Pope•• 

rel tionahip th d1aon. 

In thia r••ea:roh, one finds Pop b io ly subjective 

in his critic l judgment. He always anted his work to aurw-

P as the works of ot r po 11 • H wa n v r ble to div rt 

hi ms lf of th :t ittitabl degre of sensib111ty or vanity 

which m • the p rsonal.1 ty of the poet unh py and v1nd1o

t1 ve. 

The study sho t at Pope w n yer a h ppy man. He 

lived in period of pol1t1oal atr1ft, literary ant oniem 

and intrigue. Pope '• sens1t1v1ty nd vanity led him tnto 

exo ea of oritioiem of his inferior tello ore.ftamen and 

indeed he did aa,y som bitt r things, but when 1 of hil 

referenoea to any one poet • brought togethr, thy Will 

be found, with f w exceptions, to oh oteriz the iter 

fairly. If Pope'• judgm nta a.r read in th light of one 
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another, in the light of the aooepted prinoi le of ori 1-

oism, a.nd w1 th a thorough kno 1 dge of his e, they do 

not e m_too xoe s1v . Bein t mper ~ntally o ful in 

hil ork, p oi'illY bi vr 1f1o t1on, Pop oon e-

quently ex oting in h1a judg nt of oth r ; and thee o 

qualities ooupled th the faot t hat ~op a the v ry epi

tom and perfeot r fleotor of his age, gave him an _ nt1%► 

ly diff erent st dar d from other it ra of his age. 

The an ysi of t hi res oh l aves little doubt th t 

th origin of t he literary or1t1oia of indiv1du writ•~• 

of England ' a tan Age e by th aio poe'J;, 

xande~ Pop, h t eir beg1nn1n , for th . t p t, 

1n p rsonal feeling . Perhaps it a pride, perh pa vanity. 

or perhaps even an inferiority oompl x Which touoh d ott 

tb pen of Pope . tever the o e w , it al.ways oall d 

for seve;e ton e-las~ing or an most fulsome prai e by 

way of pen. 

ether 

personal f ee11 · 

agree or d1s ree w1 th PO!Xl for allowing hie 

to ply auoh an 1 ort t part in hia 

role as a literary oritio, we ve thee feelings to thank 

for ome of t he b st o! liter y or1tio1s 

l iterature-.-beau iful 1n tyle, oon 1 tent 1n form. d 

weal th1 in information and quot,ation■ • 

It 1 definitely apparent that the a:ritioaJ. works of 

Alexander Pop even I hough mo'\1 vat d by h1a person f ei_.. 
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t ng • placed him 1n a. eta.tu of unqu stionable pro nence 

ng the et or1tioe of th rld. 
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