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CHAPTER I 

It,tRODUC!ION 

Revolutionary ehan e is one of the ost intereetin phen on 

in the study of social ci nee. Th purpose of this p per, which 1• 

attempted a a part of very interesting reae rch, is to x ine 

the Civil Rights Mov nt oft 1960'• in the light of odem Re 

lutionary Th ory. This writer chos this topic bein aware of the 

any ottonal opinion gi on th Civil Ri ht ent. This 

researcher f els that an obj ctive and technical vie oint bould 

be included on th variou lit rature concerning the issue at 

h d. Thus it is hope that thi study will be i port tin exposin 

new aspects of the Civil bta 

THE ....,:PR_O...,B...,LE._M .... 

Opinions vary as to the revolutionary pect of the Civil Rights 

Mov et of the 1960's. Many authors, scholar, and writ rs r fer to 

it•• a revolutionary phen enon but other clai that this 

is not a revolutio. Bennett clai that at the point he lo k d at 

the question in 1964 that it snot r •olut 

Tactics, strategy ob ective ! All point to a p tit re olution 
str•inin on theed e of open confrontatio, but the ov nt. 
10 far has not solved the two b sic probl that wold eke it a 
real revolut:10 i the or aniz tion of a eustained n tional re­
sistance mo,wmll\nt and the ob111zation of the so-call d under­
class in the reat concrete ghettos. or this reason and otlier•• 
pr arily the li itation of the e ro situ tion• it would be or 
accurate to c 11 the upheav 1 a. rebellion. turning ay fr • 
a givin out of - a bee n .1 

1 
Lerc,ne nnett, Jr. lJL Negro Mood • (Nev Yorkt Ballantine 

ook, 1964, P• 45). 



Herndon feels that the Civil Rights Movement is too formal 

to be revolutionary. "In word, the reedom Move ent has be­

come institutionalized ••• how my one evaluate the current 

wave of Negro protests as a revolutionary mov ent? The answer 

ts inescapable. There is no black revolution. 11 2 These are th 

general bases for the opinions th t the Civil P. i hts ov~ment of 

the 1960's is not revolutionary. 

2 

In contrast to the above opinions contendin that the Civil 

Rights .tovement of the 1960' s is not revolution, there are 

many who feel that it is revolutionary. Robert Warren based his 

premise in his book l'!h2, Speaks .£.2!. ,ili_ Negro? on the assumption 

that it was a revolution. "I have WTitten this book because I 

wanted to find out eometbing !irst hand, about the people, so e 

of them anr..,ay, who are mal ing the Negro Revolution vhat it is -

one of the dramatic events of the American Story. " 3 

Time Magazine ade the stateU1ent that " 'eek by week, the u. s. 

Civil Rights Revolution burns ore intensely, hifts into be­

wildering new directions, expands fiercely in its dimensions. " 4 

Wish contends that "Long before the egro . evolution of the 1960's, 

American Negro leaders had fiercely established a persistent 

2calv1n c. Herndon, " There Really a e ro Revolution?.'' 
Negro Digest , XIV, December, 1964, P• 15. 

3 Robert P. Warren, fil:!.!?. Speaks !£I. .!J!!. Negro? (New York: 
Random House: 1965, p. 1). 

4
"The Rig Five 1n Chri Rigbts ," ~. Vol . 8 1 No. 26, June 

28, 1963. 
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tradition of resiatance--to ·sl very. to schemes of Afric coloni­

zation and to social d:t crim ation." These e.amples re repre ent .. 

tive of viewpoints th t the Ne ro Civil Ri hts tovement i revolution ry. 

I considering the Civil hte ove t f . t 1960's tec.hritc lly, 

a proble of od is involved. To x 1 e its co aU.bility th 

the concepts of odcrn revolutionary t,eory, an alo ous study 

must be attempted. "An an lo y if:1 a c011parison which, on the basis 

of certain pointa of rese bl ce between two case• sua ests the 

exist nee of ome further resembl ce lected because of ita · 

relev ce tote purpo e oft C riso "' • • • Thi writer ii 

aware of the 1 itation o such a study. 11 t e t an .a lo y can 

only suggest plausible conc1usiou w os v lidity ust then be 

establf.sh.d on other grouuds. 116 

as ntioned• have ad the Many pers 

Civil Rights ve t ts a revol tion• but few ha looked t tt 

objectiv ly to dete ine it validity. It ie the purp of thla 

writer to provid concrete evidence to rove or disprove t e 

pr is that the Civil Right t- nt 1• r lly revolutionary in 

the technical sense of the ord. In order to xamine the probl • 

the followina questions will be con idered: I the pres nt Civil 

Rights Movement r volutionary in th technical aenee of the word? 

Can one apply th · conce~t• of definitio •• procea ee or sta s d 

5 
Soci 1 Science Research Council• Theoq and Pr 

Historical Study: !. C ttee port .2£. the itt 
llistoriograph1, Ne Yor • P• 108. 

6tbid. 

ctlce ~ 
eon -
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d causes of revolution to this o nt. If these question can 

be answered in the affirmative, when did the Civil Ri hts 

become revolutionary? To attack the proble at hand these are the 

pertinent questions to answer in carryin out this~ aaarch. 

The reaea~cher i ,s aware that it 1 virtually i po sible to make 

a completely objective comparison of pa•t vents with vent of the 

present. This• as tioned earlier, le one of the proble s of an 

analogous study. Thus, it is necessary to include so ·of the 

obstacles det~imental to the writing of a co let ly objective paper. 

The first probl stems from the princi le th teach scholar 

included in any study i I' r o uct of h t1 • That is, in 

writing about my phenoillenon• they wer or th likely i fl need 

by problems that weTe predominant during their own t • In con­

sidering scholar s this researcher is co izant of the f ct th t 

each ay be shaped by his training and the ide s that a.y be 

preval nt during his period. The s princi~le applies to news• 

papers and magazines used as sourc s; this r ae rcher 1 aware 

that they are usu lly slanted to particular editorial policy. 

Secondly• in an attempt to be objective. this writer acknowled 

his o prejudi ces and biases aa an "American Ne ro" 'Who i living a 

part of the problem di cussed. Thi 'W'l'iter is impr sed with th 

etas struggle • a p rt of the~ volution.ary ph u and the 

role of economics on the relationship of various roups. More 

important, this researcher is deeply 1 pressed by the suppre sion 

of individual d roup ed ex ined by Pitiri'lll Sorokin 
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aa bein t key to any of the robl s discussed . The abo 

ntlon d factor a uplaiu to ext t y plete objectivicy 

i not cla din che c pletion of this ppr. 

Revolutio , acco-rdtng to Lubazz , i "Gen r lly a aw epin 

1 ehan e tu olitical o antzation octal structure. 

con ic roperty control d the pred in t ~th of a social order, 

thus tndicatin a jor break in th continuity of develop11ent. "7 

te vill b ex lored more eltten ively in Chapter II but for all 

practical purposes this definition i • what suitable. 

g ner lly r fers to or iz d action by TOup or ing ccno rted ly 

towards 

note 

e ·· oal . Often when it is posed to revolution 1t co -

sort of r dualt • 7Tdal noted th t ' .or to the d ht of 

the s en r . T up w: s the N w • ro o s :What defined 

term to de c.ribe outburat of tntellectu 1 and artistic acttnty 

d tendency to lorify thin a Ne ro in a creati · way. "8 Th 

te "Civil Right" 1 • et s us d b tbe court in a broad 

nse of ri ht enjoyed and protect d under poeitiv. unicipl law. 

Often it is us d in a ao-re narrow sense to denote the le al and 

social ri hts of the e ro 1n th United Stat•• In the C reesion 1 

7Heinz Lub sz . evolutions .!2, ModeJn E9!;:gpe History ( ew Yor : 
Mcl!alliana 1966• p . 1) . 

8cunnar yrdal , !B. .,r:l,,C8J1 Dill 
McGraw- Hill ook Company, 1964, p. 763. 

Vol II • New Yor 1 
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stature in 1866 it as d fined as "eny f the civil i uniti s be­

lonr,in~ to white per ons. includin the ri,ht to ue. be parties, 

and ~ve evidence . to inherit, n rchase, le ae. sell , hold and 

convey real an personal pr erty . d to hav ull and qu 1 benefit 

of all las and proceedings for the security of person 

including the constitutional Tight of b ariny, a a."9 

d tate . 

The hypothe is of thi s archer i that th Civil Ri hts 

ovement of the 1960's is a revolution in the technical sense of 

the uord . . This mtcr contends 1:h t an analo ou rJtud7 in the 

phas of revoluti ary development m.11 pro _ o di rov the 

~""'lise stated above. It 1 t 

teat positiv ly t e alidity of 

revolutionary pr totype. 

o e of this research r to 

i 11 Rirhts Mov nt a a 

The m·terial scope -o~ this p er will include various as ects 

of the Civil Rights ovenent uch as the inte 1 ctu 1 phase. This 

includes t£e various l iteratu • e itorials 

the status quo . Tnc ne~t phase cons ered 

d s eeches denouncing 

11 ether 1stanc 

phase , 11ch includes peaceful onstr tio s as the it-ins, picket• • 

ass marches and t er passive means o< egro actions confrontin, tl 

status quo . ~in lly the activists p riod will be cov red bich ~ill 

be c nt red a·o d -the violent street, riots, atta son police and 

assassinations which have been so char ct risti.c of the Civil ights 

Movement of the 196 's. 

9 
Milton R. Konvitz•. !, Centur;x ,!! Civil Bights (New York: Columbia 

University Pr ss, 1961), p . 49. 



The t ,.e sc pe of thi,. paper " 1 b 

te or ry perio o bo•1t 1959 to tl1e pre 

ra n inly fr 

t. T.t :ts this 

7 

tb con­

it r ' 

contention t1 t t~~ st rt f h~ Civ 1 i ht r v~lutionary 

character can be in ointe thP. lat er pa•t of the 1950's. It 

was the point at which egroes be an resiatin~ the de tivation of 

their rt hts .in by tternp s to ehallen~ the t t I quo throu h 

peaceful de~«m trati ll!l<l fln lly to violent r ctions of the 

1 60'n t hat the mov ' :_e t in :r Lty ec . r volu iona~ • 

_!.2a..2.f (!tudz . 

As atated, t1is writer u tend to gi 

viewpoint of h Ci il ni hts 

a obj ctfv 

a 1960' s. n 

d technical 

alo y will 

ha tt pted to v luat 

wit y of tb t chnic 

eth r the Civil Rights ve nt is c patiable 

c nc~pt of r olution ry his 

will include co cepts o do initi n • ta~.s, nd cu s of revolutioo-

ary paeno enon. Various actl iti s, vi let d on- iolent 'hich 

have o curred in t~1e Cl v! 1 · t , t 

det ~ e if. t y re r oluti na 

t 11 b ex i1ed to 

J if they a· c• hov revolution-

ary are they in the t chnic 1 sens o the word. 

Chapter I · ill be devoted to a n r l ntrod c'"i of the 

p per, It ill 111clud the pur1"1 oo of t WTit r an th import ce 

of s c1 a stuc1y. Also inclu 1 i a t te ent of tl:.e proble and 

th thotl use to attac the pr~blem, the definition of k y t s• 

the -iypothesis and scope -d the plan o study. In ad6ition to th 
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probl m the re ~archer vi 1 incl dP. analysis of the obst clo 

i.c ~ke c te o ec iv ty oss ble. e of them jor 

oat, o the new octal sci ~c is tor co nize ne•s o 

rejudices and biases . 

Chapt r II is conce ed with t e ev lo 

th ory as p r. of the a~ social sc ence • 

nt f revolut onary 

The iter will give 

v r ous d tio s eta "1 ical c ncept of revoluti a contributed 

by l :tdin 

will att p 

nol rs and c ools tho1.1 ht. '> coujly t 1e writer 

the v3rious r ccsoo r t g s 

revol tion ;is e"ponded b, c ,oln • n tt_ t to disco _r the various 

causes of -avol tion will· be th in 1 det inant 1n 

rcvol tio. ~ i~ lly the cycl. c 

c . has ze d . 

o~ this stud ~ 11 be 

In Ch pt r I T t a rit r ,,ill ex;m ue va ious phases o. the 

:f.vil Right ::iov ent to dete 1 e to w1l t xtum:. the , can b 

consi ore 

lee u 1 

re oluti nr•. .e ph~ 

se• tho r si t.mcc pl1a c. 

i clu e will be the intel-

n t e. activi t6 11 se. 

on the ·indin h~re, it nll c11a.hle t e . ' riter to ten-iine if 

the ci 1 rightn mcvernent i revolutionary in the techil!cal sen 

of th "Ord. 

l"inally, apter 1. 7 ,;,fJ.l ,h s , ry of tie ~per. The 

ased 

s ary nil include a brie 1iscussion ,of t~ couce ts uncovered 

in this pap-r . T · .. e researcher.' s co cludon will reveal whether the 

hyp ':hesis stmd in th~ li~ht o historical research. 



CHAPT R II 

WHAT UAS B'!7E ! Tl OP REVOLUTI ~fAJ• 
THEORY 

Throu hout the history of civilization an has baen concerned 

with revolutionary phenomenon. The irst r2corded int rest in 

revolution as a reality nt back to th ti of th early Gre k 

civilization. Aristotle stated an ri ci lea that are still being 

consi ered by many conte _orary cholar1. Even Thucydid s wa a ar 

of the aeemin ly 1 P-vitabilitv of -revoluti a. Tb 

'ob a , oussea • and Locke even durinf;( th.air ti 

s Aquinas. 

<'bowled ed 

their occurrences. Even thoul'!h the or cntioned phtlosophei-s 

'11d not deny revolutions• tl1ey had any v rying opinions concemin 

revolutions . their eanin , proc saea or ata a, and causes. 

"Thucydides describes both violent and no -violent revolution 

i the alternations of ocracy and oli archy i the Constitution 

of the Gree Cit· StatcG. t,lO Hot cocplet ly contrary to this view. 

Aristotle felt that revolution ar effect d or c rried out int 

w11y , one b f o c and one by fraud . he e thinkers see to feel 

th tall revolutions did n t devote violenc • Th opposin view 

ssur.iea th t revolutions can only occur with viol nee . obbea 

and Lo ke felt that revolutio ant war and is inseparable fr 

violence. Th01'11 s Aquinne lso aee d to rel te revolution with 

ar and trifa. 

r at l e, ~ t i . I •" ( ic 
Britannica, Britannic, Inc. ; 1952). P• 626. 

: -ncy:clope,dia 
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S e contemporary scholar feel that revolutions are recent 

phen no in history as Are dt. "Historically, era ar ong 

the oldest phen ena of the recorded pat while revolutions • 

properly sp akin • did not exist prior to the dem Age . In 

contrast to revolutio , the ai of war was only in rare cases 

bound up with the notion of freed , and while it is true that 

aTlike uprisings qatnst a forei invader h e frequently been 

felt to be sacred• they just h ve been recognized in theory or 

practice as only wars . "11 But what ver th case, in the develop­

t of revolutionary theory , these bave been the philosophers 

and scholars who have laid th foundation for dem revolutionary 

theory, 

Basic Uy• revolution ans "a a epin , fund nt 1 ch ge 

in political organization, social structure • conomtc property 

contTol . and the pred in t myth fa soci 1 order• thus indicatin 

jor hr akin the continuity of develo nt . 1112 y vari d 

opinions have iven as to the real anin of revolutions . re-

quently labels have been attached to the concept of revolution a ch 

as political revolutions , social r volutions, po ular revolutions 

and many other • But all of these are atte ts by v rious scholars 

to define it in the realm of their own understanding. 

11u nab Arendt , ~ Revolution, (New Yorks The Vikin Pr s • 
19S3) , P• 2. 

12 
Heinz Lubaaz , Revol'!tions 1:!!_ Modem Eut'opean Histoq, ( ew 

Yor a Mclfillan Compeny , 1962), P• 1. 
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The concept of revolution expl lned by Rob rt Hunter 

attempts to point out tbe c rehen iv nesa of the term. 

Although a ft.md ntal chan e in the political or ani­
zation of a nation ha been accepted for an enerationa as 

1atisfactory definition . it is quite ob ious that in one 
day it has come to an ore than that. ince the Bolsheviki 
c to power in Russi e have been forced to think of revo­
lution as a fundamental change not o ly in the political but 
also in the econ ic or anization of society. Political 
revolutions are sudden. violent , and often of short dur tion; 
but those which destroy an old econ ic chine d install a 
nev one exhaust the energies of any generations . It will b 
necessary to ar in ind that re lution , as the te i used 
here , is a force tran fer of power within a nation fr one 
class roup or individual to another- a tr sfer ufficiently 
pennanent to enab e those who ha e obtained posses ion of the 
at t to ak.e basic changes in the soci 1, military , and 
economic positions of the aev rat clasaes. 13 

Everett M rtin see• ~ressed .with Arlatotle's idea of revo­

lution hich states that all revolution• produce a chang fr one 

fo of government to another. But even he et so far as to state 

that there as a second antn of the concept of revolution. "Th 

term revolutio is used to denote any far r aching cultural cbang • 

aa for inst ce we speak of the Industrial Revolution •• .. 14 • artin 

defines ore specifically th t "A r volution occurs hen a faction in 

the c unity without sanction of law r sorta to a ed ho tilities in 

an at tempt to constitute it elf the oveming force in a society. "15 

13Robert Hmt r , Revolutions Wby1 How, When? (New York: 
Harper and roth rs , 1940) , P• X.. 

14 
verett Martin , Fare ell !2. vplutiqn (New York: w •• 

Norton and Company, 1935) , p. 24. 

15Ib1d -·· P• 24 . 
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Pitiri Sorokin also recognizes the depth and inclusiveness 

of the concept of revolution. He contend that the c on but 

sup rficial definition of the term in essence state a change of 

society realized by violence . To him. one cannot adequately de­

fine revolution in reality without including several of its 

characteristics. 

First of all revolution is a chan e in the behavior of 
the people on one hand and t ir phychology• ideology• belief, 
and valuations on the other • • • 

Secondly, revolutions signifies a chan e in the biolo ic 
composition of population and of the reproductive and selective 
processes in the midst . • • 

Thirdly, revolutions repre ent the defomation of the 
social structure of society • • • 

1nally, revolution means the chan e of the fund ental 
social processes. 16 

As mentioned, various labels are often given to the term 

revolution to either narrow down or make ore specific its aning. 

George Petter contributed flve different labels to the term revolution. 

The first type ~e calb the "private plac revolution" which is 

similar to the as assinationa in Shakespeare's plays like Macbeth. 

Anqthet' type of label he calls the "public place revol,iti.on•" 1-iich 
\.·,.,· 

' happens on a lar er scale but fail to make any fund ental changes 

in the type of govermnent. Petter aHociates thee types with the 

cpup !'@tat in many Latin erican countries and South Vietnam. 

Stran ely enou h he includes as a third type of r volution the 

r.ebe 1 lion of one country against the rule of gov nt of another. 

16 
Pitiri A. Sorokin , .'!h!. Soeiology ,2! Revglution 1 (Philadelphia: 

J . B. Lippiniott Cottlpany, 1925) , P• 11. 



Thu the attempt by North Vietnam to change the overn ent of 

South Vietnam ia cortsidered re olutionary. The f urth type he 

places a great deal of e phasis on is what he calls the "gi-e t 

national revolutions . " 

13 

The o ti portant of the reco ized types . howe~ r is 
the type of which the French and the Russians are the claesic 
examples . They may be called the great national revolution ••• • 
Her have a a• phen non . a people rejecting its gove ent 
and a ruling cla88 . It oves by plan but the events constantly 
coatridict the plans. , and the result• can be asured only long 
after the event . The social an,ci political structure ii 
drastically reorganized • • • the process in a respects 
is like th business cycle , a as ction by a great 
of individuals with the course and outc on a ba is th t 
statistically and historically logical but not understood 
by the participante. 17 

The final type of revolution is labeled as the y tematic r volution , 

The "syst referred to ia not the internal. social , and politic 1 

syst ; rather , it is the syst of state org ization, the type 

state for a wtd r human area than a single state. ulS This type 

rcfera to World l-lar II which pitied th idea of dictatorship 

d world conque t against democracy and aoveY 1 uationa. 

Also in thi class would be the atteinpt by the C:omllWli&t to 

conquer the world through revolution . 

17
carl J . Friedrich, _Re_v_o~l.u. t.~1.pn ....... , (New Yorks 

1967) 9 P• 15- 17. 

18 · 
IW,. , P • 17. 

Atherson Press, 
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The C unist ide of evolution takes it to the v ry extr 

as pointed out by arx and other believers in the Communi•t doctrine • 

• • • e olution for Marx is a socialf an economic , a 
technological , political, a legal , and an ideolo teal 
phenomenon. It is ven , in its way, natural phenomenon , 
for it involves the ppropriati011 of the an-produced orld 
of aterial objects ••• Furthermore , revol tion eans 
transfo ation o an him• lf . Marx said that the whole 
of history is nothin but a continual transfo ation of 
h an nature. He ls esp cially a continual transfo ation 
of h an nature that look to the future communist revolution 
as the source of radic 1 trenafo ation of man •• • the 
whol e of his theory of revolution is set in the fr e of 
the aterialist conception of history. His theor of soci ty 
is a theory of soci ty in history and his theory of revolutio 
is a theory of the transfo ation of society in history, a 
theory of history it elf as process of Marx'• revolutionary 
evolutio . 19 

To the C unist the entire id a of th develo nt of an 

i tied up in r volution . Thus, the rld Yill not bee e stabl 

until the c lassless world societ 11 fo ed . 

Ch~nes C unis is often contras •d to the Russi 

brand or the iarxiat brand becau it was ahap d to appl to 

an a rarian or easant society. "Under the correct 1 adership 

of Chairman Mao• the universal truths of Marxi -Lenini 

have been inte rated with the particular require nts and 

c acities of Chinese• society. "20 But a in all brands of 

19Ibid., P• 219 . 

20 
1111 Peteraon , The Realities of World Communi , 

(Englewood Cliff• • J . z rentice llall:-Iuc., 1963), P• 125 . 
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co uni • revolution is very uch a art of th ir syste . 

On the one hand , the Communist leaders are 'true 
believers' who take th doctrines riously and who 
have fou 1t a lifeti eon behalf of a cau e to which 
they are totally devoted. gun in one hand. arxian 
scriptures in the other They have discover d 
ult ate truth and con equentl • the ha e the s 
fundamental aelfassurance • proselytizing ze 1 d 
fixation toward ends that r 11 .n ho h ve 
been fully converted to a cause. But by the s 
easure. these leader are practicin revolutionarie 

who by painful process of trial and error ar con­
tinuously discoverin what will ork in China and 
what will not ••• Th i ese C unists cl i to 
have c e to po r because of their ility to 
understand the peasant and to obilize h effect! ly 
on behalf of revolution . 21 

Revolution is a very o prehensive t point d out by 

any ccholar and schools of thou n~ • . One must 
' . . . o dee r th 

the ide th t revol~tion eans a sudden and far reachin chan e 

in he continuity of develo ent . cannot r ally under tand 

the concept of revolution ithout pointing out th t these chan ea 

ny be either olitical, oci 1, econo ic• or cultural d often 

contai several in redient. ocially, any chan es occur in 

the society which involves the ne relation hip of roup1 and 

the social structure of societ. 

~01t revolutionary theorists take the position that there 

are definit and cyclic3l sta es that occur in acb revolution . 

1toat a ree if not loosely• that there are occurrences that 
I 
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characterize all r volutions. This researcher is of the opinion 

that history does not repeat itsP.lf in thP. strict or literal 

eanin of tl1e word but contends that similar occurrences can 

be present to connote a recognizable phenomenon. 

"I there such a thinn as a natural histoey of revolutions? 

Nation differs · nation, and age £ran ar,e, but there are 

some uniformities in human nature, some natural sequences 

recurrently presenting the elve in 1 an history. 22 

Many scholars in lu e several st soi periods in the 

process of revolutio, ut in ost cas s thy contain si ilar 

charact rfstics. Soro in divid s revolutiona rocesses into 

two sta e : 

22Jobn Franklin J son, !h!_ American Revolution 
Considered.!._.!. Social Movement , (Boofou: Beacon Press , 
1956), t>• 10. 



A quite different icture is presented ~o us in the 
first period of revolution. Like a dibiliated or putre­
fying or :mis , the structure o the ocial a regate 
suddenly becomes weak, formless , and crumbles to ptecea. 
Social horderlines sudd nly disappear. The mechanist!' 
which used to re3ulatc the circulaties c nse~uently 
bec0t:1e 1 Anarchial'. No brakes exist any loner and 
the individuals are carried off by the flood of 
revolution at d more about without plan or syste • . • 

The second period of revolution is that of re­
buildin of a new structure of the aggregate. The 
turbidness disz.ppears little by little: the cut lines 
of a social roup a•ain become visible.23 

A.lonr; wt. th his period Soro i r.._ also includes thei r charac­

teristic~, the traits that distinguished the revolu ionary 

period fr~ no al times. Fol owing are the differences 

in this respect between revolution&ry and noma· times. 

17 

23 Sorokin , Sociology .2! Revolution, p. 234. "For sake of 
brevity , the proble of the composition of the social a re ate 
is outlined here in a most general Md not very accurate way. 
For the same reasons I w&s compelled to use occasionally figura• 
tive terms like 'organism', 'or an,' 'tissue,' ~tc. A detailed 
analysis of the compositio of social re ntion and of all of 
the proble s connected with it will b found in tbe second volume 
of y s;xstem .2!_ Sociolom, ('Russ) and will be iven in my book 
(now in the process of re!)ar .tion) • " Althou h in an analogo a 
study comparisons of scientific occurrence~ and social changes 
shouldn't be used, Sorokin points out that be used theu rely 
as a devise to si lify explanation and not bee use he is trying 
to compare the occurrences. 



1. The processes 0£ chan e in the c position 
of social groups and of circulation of individuals 
in the first period of revolution o o:i rauch quick­
er and affect a lar,e n ber of eo le . 

2. The amplitude of fluctuatio sin the 
volut1 of social group is much wi er. 

3. Old groups are extin uisheJ and new 
ones re formed. 

4. The mechani s regul ting the l ction, 
distribution, and circulation of individ als re 
different and its operation lead to a <li(fer n~ 
r ~ult a far as the dis~ribution of individ ls 
i the system of social coordinates is concerned. 

5. In the second period of r volution we 
notice a "return to the ol order" which finds 
its expressiont (A) in the reverse circulation 
and the tendency of the transposed tndividu 1 
to return into their pre-revolutionary state; 
(B) in the contraction of the amplitude of 
fluation; (C) in the re toration of the old 
mechanism of selection and distribution: () in 
the fact that th structure of th a gre ate 
approaches the pre- revolutionary .... ~e althottgb 
it does not coincide with it . 24 

l 

Robert lunter felt that t ere are usually five mov ents 

of revolutio . ·estated that th cycle of e olution be-

gins with the do fall of the ol 

point of equilibri in the new. 

and continue to the 

u~ he failed to roup the 

comm~ claracteristics o esch stag . 

24 
:ibid. -



Crane Brint n took great pains in tin up the stages 

of revolution she saw them ba ed on hi observ tion of the 

rench Fevolution. lie called th . fint sta • of revolution 

the disaffection of the intellectuals; this is th oint 

when the writ rs of an er or country be in to denounce the 

conditio s that exist in their soci ty. The utte-pt to 

publicize any of its faults nnd de and reform. The next 

eta e he calls tbe intimidation of t te ruling cl s~ by the 

re oncers, which is clarncterized by riots, assassination 

'and iolence ste in from public diss tisfaction. The 

rulin grou i& forced to make 2 c ncess1on9 t various 

ti s. The third sta~e hP. r~ r"' to as the transfer of 

power from the ruling roup to the fomers. At this 

19 

point the derates unsucce full tr to control the revo­

lution and the radicals take ov r the re lutionary nch nery. 

Stage four is characte iz by ivil •1 r be w n the old 

group and the radicals forte control of ,ov rnment. In 

ost cases t e adicBls e re ictoriou. The fifth sta e 

~r nton call the ri t o on» lcy h reas the revolution 

eases u nnd a e re ime i esta lis ed. finally the 

revolution ends, 

which tums to i 

ccording t 

eri li t 

Brinto with n new r gi 

it ice~. It at be 

noted that e ry sta~e or characteri tic rinton's 
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analysis of st es ay not be tnie in v ry revolution. Just 

as Jameson conten ed that nation differs from nation and age 

fro age, so thes variaticms ust be kept in mind hen look­

ing at an sp cific st pin revolution i:y procea ea. ·v n 

then Brinton takes into ccount that usually there a exist 

difference within the r i volut:ionary group itself. . point 

of internal revolution was also considered by Jane on. An 

iJlportant concept in revol tionary theory is th t you usually 

have a moderate and radical group, the fomer ot willing to 

cmpletel disarrange the status 

wide and structual changes. J 

uo and· the latt r . desirin -' .. . . 
sou also c ten, that there can 

be no controlled' or 11 ited revolution. "The stream of revo-

lution could not be defined thin narrow banks. but spread 

abroad upon the land. Many econ ic de ires, any· soci 1 

aspir tions, were set free by th political tru.-. le , many 

aspects of colonial society profoundly altered by the f orces 

l et loose . "25 

The stage of r volution depicted by Ceor e ettee 

resembles nr·nton •· in several ch ractcristic • Pette starts 

out with what h calls a pre-revolutionary society. In this 

25 
J eson • The erican Revolution Conat_dered ,At!.!. Social 

Mov went , P• 9. 



society he points o•.it the following: 

The state structure has failed to chan e with 
the times; and re~ions nd cla ses alike fe.el an­
tagonism to the government and to each other ••• 
The state o society i one eneral frustration or 
cramp. The system of laus and administration does 
not ake it easy to do constructive thin~s. ,nter­
prise is stifled ••• The society is ready f or 
greater economic and cultural rogress and needs a 
better order. Meanwhile the overt syopto s e r e. 
including the transfer of the lo alty o the intel­
lectuals• ex r.essed in s trife and criticism ••• In 
the same period before the r volution ••• vario s 
efforts at reform are made.26 

It cau be noted that this period resembles Brinton'& 

disaf feet ion the intellectual stage. 

In his second sta e• Pettee describes it as being 

after the defe:it of thP. maje,r r formers. "A revolution may 

have been predicted by this stage; yet the real start co s 

una,.1nounced. The incapacity of the s t te to deal with some 

simple fact brin s a crisis; the dem d that som thing be 

done reveals that SOtlle 1e-w agency ust be er ted and 

suddenly en know tl1at n revolution has be un. "27 The third 

period he calls the "~ra of Good eelin ." 

26Friedrich• t ~volutton. P• 19. 

27 
J.lli.•, P• 20,. 

21 



"Enthuaiam and opitimisn and riendly feelin and utual 
, 

congratulations on the happy state ot affair 

on all sides. This lat until ur ent pr ble 

rt! expressed 

p-re ent 

them lvea, e controv rsies e er,o and the stru gle for 

policy turns into stru o le for po ,er. n28 

22 

T next period in this r,_vo uti ary proc a he describes 

as an extraor~inarily e cr~etic 1deolo&ical p riod • . 
. ' 

'l'b.c rev~lution has all o..: t e marks o: bein 
highly doetrainaire • •• Tn retros ct th re is 
far more than nough doctrine d an 'ctive, · 
intellectuall kinetic Tif inr, of ide • The 
ideologi l life s rvcs the purpose of examining 
all revel t ideas exoer entin with an os­
sible s stem .29 

l'ettee •. next otep r·eseml,lc clos ly Cran Brinton' s; 

he follow suit with several coup d'etat or hifts in power 

that usually ccur uring the cour e o . the r voluti.on, the 

ci il war sta e and finally a period of forei n ars. He 

conclud s his steps in tll e revoluti 

cscri· in at he calls t h e ost-r 

"The n ..., ... c ,1. e i securel f cunde 

to ake ~ood 1 po~ .. r by f rce. n 3o 

2 1!?.!.sl· 
29r. ·tedrich. nevolut oo, p. 20. 

301.lli· 

-es by 

society. 

roven its ability 
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h Cocnnunist ota~ in r volutionary proces. uccor'ing 

to 11arx d hi ioll uers only find tl 1 : c d when the state 

has been co1 1 tely destr eel 

In d picting foe · ost g-,.mcr l pit of t c dcvelop-
ll'ent of the roleta ·· t e tr·ce~ tbu &ol'e r les veiled 
civil war• ra in witi1i11 :isting s ciety, up to the 
point 'Where , r br out ut ope re rolution d 
where th viole t ·he H . .>U .-.eoi i la s the 
foundation for the prol taria . 

>le have se n a ova the ,. il." t t p h tl.e r~volution 
y the wor'·in cla s i to rai e (literally pr ;1ote) th 

proletari · t to the 1,osition of rulinis cla · • to _stablish 
d ocracy. 

The roletari·t will u e it politic 1 au rc~acy 
to wrest uy th dP.r,r es, all apit l fr t e bour eoisie, 
to centralize all i tru:nent of pro uct o in the hands 
of the state, that is, o~ the proletariat or~aniz d as the 
rulin claas and to increa e the t t 1 of pro uctive forces 

s rapidly a~ possibl. 1 

" s was men .. io ed earlier , l!no Tse-T •..,. and the Corur.nmist 

Chi.ne e have do ted C uni t an grariau s ciety, there 

fore i ls natur 1 £rt eir t ..ecry of. p c ss to differ ram 

t he c ,. vention 1 li rxists an us i n brand of o unism. n32 

1v. 1. Lewin, .,tate ~ .. evolution• .. la York: International 
ubl!shers, 1943), ?• 21. 

32w,. eterson, ....!fllities EL ·world Co. "During 
the years up t > 1952, a m:ma"'ed and a-=-re~cM revo-
lution w s co1tducted th ouphout Chin • • • 

The •!"O 1.ut on cy overn e t thug apon ored op-0n-air accusation 
e tins in eveTy r a involving illions of peaaants . In th 

nl etin• s landl rds • er e w,1re recito and unis nts assess d . 
Thi constituted the raost blo d _ , ruthles pl e of the re olution. 
Th . wide- pre d use of tcrrori scrv .d oth to le..-.,e,l the entry 
and c itt in s fashion , the peasautry ••• Thus i a ril.-ulture 
as elsewhe1.-e the C uni t thought in te s of COillplete revolution . " 
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Baaed on the followin discussio it is concluded th t 

there are s basic, reco izable , atte • 1n t th ory of 

revolutiODary cycl • • 

ay occur in any gi 

ut it uat be oted that many variatio • 

revolution; tber for , it 1• oaaibl 

to dta any ri ed rincipl a characterietic of all 

lutiona . Thi ie d to th pr ise that a e ay differ fr 

e an aociety fr society 

Inc aiderl g revolution ry theory one of th reateat 

fallaci a 1a to conclud th tall revolution• ust ove to the 

left ~ardlesa of how satisfying it y se to state thnt 

revolutions seek to obtain fr ed or a wider gr of po 1 • 

it is impoasi le to loo at revolutions obj ctiv ly without 

conaid ring the revolution to the right, The oat widely kn 

ri htist revolutions ~ those of the fascist• in Ge y and 

It ly for orld ar It. "Pasci i one of th two 

gr at authorit ri 

t ti th century in cmacious opposition to the iddle cla • 

capita i sti lvilizatio of th nineteenth Century. "33 

fascists d cieved the people b er atin 

,UWll~uulst r volution.34 

extr fear of 

33n s Kohn, -!.. 'Ment!eth Centuq. (Ne Yo : The ac­
ai lllan C pany. 1949) 1 p. 146 . 

34Ibid., P• 146. cl t itself in 1~ n 
situation ae a bulwor of octal order a ainat octal re•oluti 
a ainst M rxi and the proteler it and could i a different sit atio 

c th propa dist d spearhead of a rolet rsit r voluti 
against con ervati and wealth. • • " 
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The fascist completely rejected liberal de ocracy and attempted 

to put thetr own syste into operation. · 

regards itself aa a rejection, a complete 
and unc r istng denial of the principles of liber 1-
i and democracy as elaborated and realized in the 
Anglo-Saxon and partly in the ench Revolutions of 
the eventeeuth and 1 hteenth Centuries . It is abov 
all totally alien to the spirit of the British Re o­
lution of 16 ~. with its i rsi tftr ce upon the d cratic 
process of discusaion . c<>mpromise and toler ce and its 
emphasis upon th ri hts and dignity of the individual . 
It is a retum to an authoritarian order based u on the 
subordination of the individual and the authoritarian 
control of thought . The liberty of the individ 1 in 
favor of the state . the actual inequality of lll8n is 
proclaimed as 1 utable and beneficial . 'The hour eoisie 1 

achievement which liberali had secured fr t t 
of the English Revolution of the eventeenth Century 
on are not only abandoned but derided d combat d. 
From the beginntn ascis has acted s the i laci bl 
enemy of de cracy d the rights of an. Society ta 
to be built strictly upon a hierarchic order; th leaders 
are not to be elected nor ar they to be responsible to 
the leaders , whose ppointment depends only upon those 
above the•• Military discipline and blind ob di ce are 
pe eate all civili life. 35 

Another fo of Pascist or rightist revolution was the 

, National Socialist or the azi takeover of Ge my. This 

revolution is often referred to as r volution of Nihilis, 

which atterrapted to destroy 11 for th conventional ideals 

and create a totally new syste with the stat inc plete 

control of the individual • 

• • p . 150. 
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National Soci lism h not only d stroy d the achiev t 

and th past po r oft working class, a fact might ju tify 

it& deec~iption as count r-revoluti t; it has also 

de troyed the politic 1 d social po r of th capitali ta 

class and of th former ruling classes of the ocl ty. It i 

lso preceedin to the tot 1 d irrevocable deatructi n oft 

con ic po f.tion of th cla sea• 36 • • But ba ed on t 

tactic• and thods used to achiev th ir oal•• tb rightist 

revolutions would hav: to be c sidered jut s revolutionary 

a th Bolshevik or any oth r twanti th Century revolut1on. 37 

36i-i an uschi 8~ IL!. ............................. .2f. ______ _ 
th Wea,:• (New Yorka Alliance or 
and Com any, 1939), P. 56. 

37uer.man Rauscbin , .I!!!. Conae ative evolution,, (New Yorkt 
,.. P. tnan Son11, 1941), P• 90. The la t phas of th Ge 

volution, Haztam, 1 eu r lly reg rdetl as a direct continuati 
of Pan Ge i and ru sian Militari • Thie ia as one-aided a 
view as that of the Rus ian Revolution, a rxiats, and COmllaunists. 
To it fin 1 azi phase n Ge an olutiCJ s just as ch a 
re lization of Mani ts th ories as of nationalists ides. Only 
the supporters of Marxists theories and ne dle , of Nazi • 
refuse to admit the fact ••• 

Therese bln:nce bebfeen the to is due to th ir c n sbar 
of the ..,.eneral conception of Marxism. The similarity in the thods 
of do ination in the t o countri s is due to the nature of that 
dormtnat.:iou. tl e dictator hi. by means of vhich the new order ia to 
be enforced. The f atur - that distinguiah th r the G rman and 
,ussian iational el nts. arc 1 Ford r 1 ,Ia evolution i!. .2!!. 
( oston: Bou hton-Miffin Company, 1940). st of us w re avare 
that there ~fas a revolution marching on fter the w r of 1914-1918. 
But identify this revolution with th Bolshevik regi in Russia. 
Naturally the Soviet re ime was a part d parcel of th revolutio. 
But it was not t e whole of the revolution. 

Fasci d Nazi m er counter•revolut1onary app rttion and 
people did not realize that counter-r volution y be p rt of a 
wider r volution r:y p~oceas. • • 

Erbe W. R. Bank~ T.ih-r<>-• 



Even though any neglect or fail to ention a revol tion to 

the right it mu1t be acknowledged and phasiaed. The ai 8 

it stlll make• a definite challen e to the •tatua quo and 

if •~c · ~ished, it constitute a break in t he continuity . 
of devel~pment. 
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Causality is also i ortant to the tmd ratmidin of 

revolutionary theory in ord r to evaluate what really $et it 

off , Wh t iugredients are needed ' to start th revolutiouary 

achinery to _rolling? Saveral scholar• have conai·dered t ia 

point and ha att ted to de i ate cauaa or aeveral causes . 

J son felt that some revolutions are cau ed by the 

political and • social syst m in a country "Th rench rose 

in a revolt a ainat both a vicious political ay te~ and a 

vicious social syate ."38 The C unist t nd to feel that 

revolutions rov out of the cla~• tr gla. They contend 

that the upper c~as cannot and the lower class will not continue 

the old system • . etter feel that the cause of the rev lution 

can be found iu his pre-revolutionary socl ty. "The state 
I 

structun: has fail d to ch ge with the times and clas ea lik 

feel antagmif.s to the overnment and each other. 0 39 

38 
eson• ~erJcan _!!vo!'!tion Cona1dere2 ....!. .!. Social 

._Mo....,v ,_e..,;;;,;11.., ... _ • P• s. 
39rreidrich, Revolutl,on. P • 19. 
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' Sorokin is prob bly e of the 1f>r t profound scholars 

when it c s to depictin the c s of re olution • He 

reco ized that there must ba sever l causes to recipitat 

any event even thoug hes rize it into one major or 

i di ate cause. "The i cause of revoluti i 

alway the growth of repressi n of the•• in tinct of 

the ffi$jority of society an the i oesibility of obtaining 

for those instincts t necess ry 1dni f &8tisfactio •• 1140 
• 

Un rlying this cause he felt that th re -re several instincts 

which ha . to be satisfied OT the coul ev ntually constitut _ a 

cause fo~ ~0 volution. g ~hose he incl~ded tb need fr self~ 

pre ervation an rou securlt✓ •then ed or housin ;clothing, 

a nee ssaey temperature and Gex and finally the need for self-

ex ress:lon and individual ·t s the freed 

action. e even then does not consider these 

of 

C 

eech , and 

lete list 

I 

of cau es. "This is not . compl. .te list of causes; we have 

e .ely tried to oint out the ost important i pulses whos 

'repression ' eds to ravol tionary catastrophes and also the 

ain roups ,of re r $sed individ al b who ds the old order 
. 

is to be overthrown and the banner of revolution be hoisted 

u "41 . 

40sorok1n ~ 

p. 235. 

• 235. 



Sorokin ' • last premise conte~ds that besides a lffliversal 

restriction of fundamental instincts there is another 

condition necessary in order to bring about revolution, such 

a condition is insufficient and incomplete 1:esistance to 
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the revolutionary outbreak kindled_ by the restricted in tincta . 

Sorokin' s last pr i e of cm.rs is not contrf.dictory to 

Martin~• belief that revolutions are not inevitable. Martin 

contends that 11There h '~ubtlessly n v r be revolution 

which could not hav be n pre~ nted h d t ose i authorit 

been able to recogniz a revolutionary situ tion in tim d 

they had acted wisely. 1142 Therefore there is s belief that 

the cause ?f a iev-,lut~on ay be r edied befo1; it is 

actu~lty necessary. terone Bennett • like other sch lers , point 

out: that revolutions re cau d by number of op resaive 

conditions that accumul&te ov~r a long period of time. "Revo-

lutiona do not sprin full- lo from th head of. Zeus or Martin 

Luther King jr. They re the products of a slowly ace ulatin 

• chang a in· the never pla tt of individuals . 0V r a long period of 

time• di content builds u • ace ut tes and strains ag inst the 

dams of social habit the explosion that follows ia a product of 

actlon d 1 ck faction• the increasing pressure of discontent 

as well as the cou terp essure of the daxas . n43 

42Martin • Farewslt !2, Revolution. P• 24. 
43 

LeTone Bennett Jr., The e o Mood • (New Yorkt 
B llantine nooks , 1964) , p . 2 • 
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In order to c rry ut a c rlic 1 atudy of the egro 

Civil Rights Mov ment as t relates tor volutionary theory, 

a theoritical scheri,e mu t be arran ed. Thia che is b ed 

on the theory thus far di cu sed in this c ter. . 'Po 

re-e hasis and to en ble this esearcher to ex ine the 

revolutionary aspects of this movement, the sche e will 
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consist of three phases, the intellectual phase, the re istance 

phase 1 and the activists nhase. Again it mit 

that revolutions end societies will diffe and here i o ans 

of ri idity classin the va ious st g 8 o r volutiona~ 

processes. It is difficult to indicate exactly whe the 

revolution oves fro one ta e to the next be µse the 

ata es may overla • 

In general the intellec t ual perivd contain characteristics 

mentioned Brinton , . tt , GoAoki , and others in their sta e 

of revolutionary d velor>1:nent. One of the Nore fo idable 

accounts was iven by rinton who s wit aa the disaffection of 

the i nt lectuals; this i s : the point when the vriter of an era 

or country began to denounce the conditions that exist in their 

society. The attempt to publicize ty of its f ults d demands 

i what -.:he intellectual tries to accomplish. Pattee points 

it out in his pre-re olutionary society ae a transfer of loy lty 
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of the intellectuals expre sed in u ·ife and criticiBtll. 

• •• Arlon the i~portant observation• is the 
£ ct: , tfl.at there is not le s . but re wealth than 
fomerly. though leGs than there &hould be . Ther 
is also ~ore. talent d education than fo rly 
thou h les that there should be and less well 
employed th it should be • . The societ~ i ready 
for econ ic and cultur 1 pro ress and needs a 
be~ter order. Meanwhile th .overt sym tO!J[ emer e. 
including the tran fer of loyalty of the· intellectual• 
expressed in satire d eritici • The Cahiers 
of 1789 and the e1ections £or the Third Eet,te 
eJ!CPressed the downr ht de th of fcelin •44 . 

The rest tance period is characteriz d by a direct 

confrontation with the status q • irst th refo rs 

a Brinton call~ hem• peac~fullY, try to ain c.once&sions 

. fr01a the rulin group tnro\l h inti idation·. ots, 

ass ination and violence o ten occur as result but 

s e c ncee~dons are rant d. 

The years jut preceedin the ctu 1 outbr ak o 
revolution witne $ a crescendo of pTotest again t 
tyrmmy of the government, a h,.U of p hlet • la s, • 
s.dclresse , an outbur t. of activ-ity on the part of inter­
ested press re groups . t _tyrannous att ts at 
suppre sing the rebellio s opposition my fail because 
t t c~position is too tro , resourc ful , and vir­
r uous; or its ntt mpt~ ay fail because they aTe 
carried out half•heartcdl t.tnd inefficiently b 
gov rm ent agents mo1·e than b · if won over to the 
opposition . 45 

44Fr-i dd.ch, .evolution, p . 19. 

45»rirtton. , 2J?,. £.i.t,. 



Pettce lik se contends that : 

"In the sn:ne period bcfor the revolution• when the 

need for refortn is widely felt and widely recognized • 

various efforts at refo are made . nut t he issues involved 

32 

are 001nplex and controver ial . the sources ff vorabl power 

are pre ented fr makin the nece ary chan es . Needs re 

not clearly fo ulated or their fo ulation gains little upport . 

l'oliti cal 1 nde-r of l."eat talent and en rgy appaar • but they 

lose tie support of ruling groups and in turn the support of 

the form~l source of authority. 1146 • • 
In the activists stage the revolution moves to a high 

level of violence te ng from public dissatisfaction, 

At this point mass rlot3 occur, assassinations take place 

and 0 ener 1 disorder over a uidc area of country bacomes 

Tecognize~. At this point • ~ett e ooa f rt.er to explain 

4 



that "The incapacity of the state to deal with some si , le 

fact brings a crisis. The de and that something be done 

·eveals that some new agency must be er ated and suddenly 

men know that a revolution has begun."47 Pettee 's period 

(which is similar to that also be included in the activists 

phase.. "Enthusiam and opitimsm and friendly feeling and 

mutual eongratul Hons on the happy atate of affairs are 

expressed on all sides. this laats until ur ent problems ', , 
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present themse~ves, n w controversies e rge and the struggle 

for policy ~ms into a struggle for power." 48 At this 

point th internal portion of the .revolution becomes ore 

apparent. The moderates try to 'control the revolutionary 

machinery but the radicals a~te. pt to take contTol and ' 

eventu lly succeed• As Jam.coon poi ts out• it is almost 

impossible to restrict a revo'tution in narrow banks. Once 

started it tends to go fa beyond 1 roit .of iddle class 

objectives. 

' 47 
Ibid •• 20. 

48IJ?id. 



Brinton handles this point very w 11: 

oder tea, once in power, tum dot to have 
le 8 ho eneity and party dlscipli 8 th th y Seiitmed 
to ha e wen they were 1n th oppo 1ti • They wer 
f cad with the difficule tuk of~ fo in existing 
i titutiou aki ~ new constitut101l 1 and takin 
care t the ti of the ordinary ork of ovem-
iu. They re lao confront d with a d enemi • 

d fo d th elves enga ed in a foreign or civil 
war or both to e~her The found a ainat th an 
tncr a inly stron and intran.s1 e t roup of radical 
and extr iata who i stated that the oderates re 
trying to stop the revolution, that the7 had betray d 
it, that they wer u bad aa the rul re oft e old 
r 1 - indeed• ch worse since they re traitors 
as well as fools and scoundrels. After period• 
brief t Russia• ton er in France. d En land, th re 
c show of force in any ways quite like that 
earli r one b t en the old 'A"""•~t and the o-
lutioaieta d the mod rat re b aten. Thy fled 
into scaffoTd, gullotin OT firin aq d, or if they 

e lucky or obscure enou h• they dropped out of 
si ht d ere fo otteft. The ext tsts i th ir 
tum took power.49 

49 Brt to, p. 129. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT OF THE 1960'S: 
HOW EVOLUTIONARY 

In order to examine the Civil Rights Movement of the 

1960'•• it is necessary to examine it in t~e light of aodern 

revolutionary theory. As mentioned, in order to look at 

various aspects of the current movement the revolutionary 

scheme will be utilized. The sche~e devi ed to examine the 

revolutionary prototype include the intellectual phase, the 

resistance phase, and the activist phase. The hypothesis 

stated is that the Civil Rights wvement of the 1960's is a 

revolution in the technical sense of the ord. It is the 

purpose of this chapter to give evidence to support or in­

validate t his premise. 

THE INTELLECTUAL PHASE: HOW REVOLUTIONARY 
1940-PRESENT 

As a result of an examinatio1 of revolutionary theory, 

many scholar feel that its initial phase ts the dessertion 

of the intellectuals in a society. Crane Brinton explains that, 

"Intellectuals we may define it out undue worry over preciseness 

as the writers. artists. musicians , actors and teachers and 

preachers."50 These are the people who speak against the spoils 

50crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution. (New York: 
Vintage Books . 1958)• p. 44. 



and evils of the statu• quo. Brinton ob ervs s that: 

In odern ti es e expect intellectuals to 
disagree on tl selvea. and certainly to a 
degree with the non-intellectuals• the vul ar. 
the Philistines. tbe bbitt. or what ever other 
name the intellectuals y coin for th • More­
over• for an ber of reason•• writers• teacher•• 
and preachers are to a lar e de ree c itted by 
their fUl\etion to take a critical attitude toward 
the daily routin of b an affairs. Lacking 
ex erienc of action under the burden of responsi­
bility, they do not leam how little new action 
is usually possibl or effective. An intellectual 
as satisfi d with the world or hila lf ould 
simply not be en lntellectual.51 

The Civil lgbts Mov t of the 1960'• culatnatea 
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th ork of a vast. array of intellectuals all dis atisfied 

with the status quo. As in all r volutionary tmoapheree, 

opinions. aoald and t& tics tend to vary. Therefore it is 

necessary to examine a cross-aecti n of th any intellectuals 

who sense the urgency of the Ci~il Right• probl • It ls 

s what impossible to include ' all oft e intellectuals in 

this period but those selected are prototype• of the vari t 

of intellectual approach s to ,the problem of Ci il Ri bts. 

or classification purposes the intellectuals will be classed 

into four cat orteu conservatives, oderates, liberals-. and 

radicals. In all cas a the claas1fications are r lative; any 

would tend to classify radicals as eraons who advocate violence 



37 

to enact chan e in the at cua quo. Tb r.n1.t r feel that: 

the cl ssification goes deeper than this. Aa ntioned, the 

p1:obl at band is c cemed with civil right which in the 

inal alyals is nlated to ''white p r" and th apect 

e rac a thee t t to which black intellectuals •ho 

alle ience to or ali ation fr that p r. 

inetee hundred aisty-three rked Che o t-
break of an rlcan revolution which had lon 

n • ld ring. e ro citizen throu bout the 
nation resorted to action that d clear what 
their many words had ot! That they would not -
could not it lou er for full dese atioo and 
equal opportunity - that no. i,rice too hi h 
for the oal the aougbt. 52 

he also points out that the "• •• five ge eral charact ristic 
. 

of life on the bl aid of the searegation all are d 

handic~p•• inconve 1 nces, h liations, d tiooal stress·. nS3 

In classifying intellectuals the crit ria used 11 be 

_based on two principles; how much they ej ct th status q o r 

the inflecting of white v lu~s on the e ro race a a ol 

d t chan e they sense •hould be de i order to enforce 

S2sarah Pattern oyle. ,!2t Hum Beinsa ~. ( ew York: 
Seabury r ss, 1964), P• 17. 

53 
.!lli• , P• 18. 
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full equality It ·vould be . an .av r i plification to classify 

t only on the basis of whether the end could be accomplished 

throu h violence. As ntioned, based on Brinton's theory, in 

order to b6 considered an 1ntellectual1 there ust be a 

degree of disaff ction or dissatisfaction with the status quo. 

To classify an intellectual as conservati e i 801':lew'hat 

d licat: u ually a conservative wuuld be a person opposed to 

cha e or atisfied with the status quo. ut to keep this in 

line with our definition of an int llectual we ust potnt out 

th t this person is dtssatified with the status uo but as far 

as accomplishing it he feel• that h is botmd to achieve hla 

oala within the fr strikin ex ple of the 

conservati•e viewpoint i obeTt eaver. Be observe• that 

My r ~ onaibtlitiea as a Negro and an Amerlc 
are part of the heritage I received from y pa~ nta -
a herit4ge that (nclude-0 a wealth o U\Oral and social 
values that do not have anyt ing to do with y race • • • 
Ours ta a middle• elass society and thos who fail to 
ass e ost of its values md its eneral beharior 
are headed towards difficulties. • • What are the 
respon ibilitiea of Nero leaderehip? Certainly the 
first is to keep pressing for the status of first class 
citizenship for all - inevitable goal of those who 
accept the values of this nati0t1. Another is to en­
courage d help Negroes to prepare f r the opportunities 
that now and vi 11 be open to th • 54 

54
r.cbert c. Weaver• Ih!. Negr:o .!!. _ erlcan, The 

d for the public, Inc., 1963• p • 3-5• 



A od rate would b in Una with classification• one 

ho bel! cs t.at in tha ·ov nt on ~ust occ sionally 

ov outsid the fr or" of law d white criteri to 

obtain civil rt hts for the e ro. ut this t e o 
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intellectual usually believes in non-violent resistance and 

trusts the oral valu of the white to ovet,.tually rant 

his rl !its. Tbc od r te desil: s o drastic chan e i the 

status quo ~ ls sati "'l: d middle clas oala t 

equ lity. ~o point out th position, th late r. artin 

Luther Kin Jr. was a veey oo illustration of mo r te. 

Re describe the role of the e ro in his att 

his rights a follows: 

t to n 

Th e ro• once hel less child• ha now rown 
up politically. cult rall , and con ically. The job 
of the Nero is to show the tat they have nothin to 
fear. that the Negro \Dld rst nda and for lves di• 
ready to forget th past. He ust convince th white 

an. that 11 he se ks is justic for both hi a lf and 
the white ._ 

_The non-violent resister .can a arize their ssa e 
in the followin si pl te s: We will tak dir c.t ~• .sz.tion 
against injustice without aitin for oth r a encie to act. 
le will not obey unjust laws or submit to unjust parties •• • 
'e adopt eans of non-violence becaus our end is Cotmlrunity 
at peace with itself. Te will try to persuade ith our ords, 
but if our word fail 'Will be wilUn to per1Uade th 
our acte •• • 55 

55 
,a ry Cub n, !h!, egro .!!, flea. (Gl nview Illinois, 

Scott, oresm • an C pany 9 1961). P• 166. 



To classify the liberal in the Civil ~ghts Mov t 

we st judge hi on the de ree that he rejects the white 

values and atandards as to how he should ace pliah his 
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ri ht. The changes and met ods uged to increase rights also 

,point out the standards of a liber 1. The liberal intel­

lectual also oes not believe 1n a complete chnge 1n the 

erican society• but he doe depart fr the idea that 

white v luea and culture are superior to black value• and 

, culture,., e also rejects the that Negros ust i rove ,,, 

'f-. d pr pare tbenuselves in ord~r to beco e inte r ted into 

, the white society • . Pinally• the liberal does not co plet ly 

reject violence as a ns of obtainin the goal and often 

y fe 1 that it. c tributes to the avano •• of the urg c:y 

. oft e civil rights pro 1 s to th w tte part of our 

oci ty. To illustrate tbia sition Bayard Rustin atated thatt 

t want t e rt ht foT t e Nero fully to share the free-
dom responsibilities and the obligations of this societ •• • 
I want to ft~bt beyou.d sere ation and diacri ination• mid I 
want to build allies with labor. with church forces and liberal• 
to de and the. followin five oint prograu ull ploy-
ent; national economic plannin to train people within this 
tanning for e.xist.in jobs; a federal aubeidy for education 

which is our most important industry today. And finally a 
30 billion. work. ro ram to hel absorb the unakilled Ne ·ro 

1 hor. Her • s wh re the ro c a in. Bein the least 
tlled he could first be put to work helping to construct 

these new roads, schools• hos ltala; then be ' trained to ta~ 
hi place as a pe anent orker in ide tbase 1.nstitutions.56 

56McClennan, Grant• Civil Right~. Ne York, The Willon 
Com. any, 1964, PP• 34•35. 



The radical roup of intellectual• unlike others in 

any cases. denand sweeping chan in the st tus quo or the 

American . social . system. . dicala uaually reject all to­

gether white aociety and culture and often thy offer the 

contrary opintcm of lthite aupremacy with that of black 

superiority. To cruaracterize this vie oint • the typical 
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radical in genera_l ~ould fir tr ject c pletely th rican 

ayst as a possible sol~tion to the civil rlghte problem 

and would offer an alternative to the syat • This intellectual 

as mentioned would offer the llegro rac an w f elin of black 

pride or bl ck nationali inally, t e e ro radic 1, in 

some ca ea. wuuld encoura~e itevolutionary t•ctica a a ans 

of attaining a solution to the. civil ri hts roble. The 

radical vie oint are expTess din various waya aa Malcoln X 

once did when he stated,, "America is white country• 

They took it from the indiana. built it on the labor of bl ck 

folk; your tbles will nev r get better until you make t 

better. It will take fire to strai hten out th white ; it 

will take fire to strai hten our hell out - fire f God!"57 

57 
Cu.ban, .Qe.. c15., P• 111. 
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Another view ie offered by the uni ts. Gus Hall points 

out that "A the peuple or the it State unitedly atru le 

against poverty. ins curit • Ji Crow, and war, the will 

eventually arrive at a point where they too will decide to 

discard the eVil system of 

recognize ur count 's econo1uic life 

itali and will 

socialiat line n58 
• 

The tt:slack Power" vie\7 expressed bl ck radicalh C michial 

contributed th phrase · d idea to the ~ ro Civil Ri hts Mov ent . 

He ·sums it up a follo s 

Too often t e al inter ti~ h ~be. bullt on co te 
acceptance of the fact in order to have a · d scent house or 
ed c tion , roe fflllSt: ~o into ite ei hborhoods or go 
to a w ite school. What does thi ~an? lrst of all it 
re.inf.orce on both e~r s d ite the id as that 
white . is ut tically better and black i definitely in- . 
ferlor • •• Such ituaticms will not · ch e. until e ro s • 
h ~ political po r - t control their o school bards , 
for example. With th achi ve: nt of such· c trol• Negr 
em become truly equ l - and 1.nte r ti is then relevant.59 

58cus Ball, Neg,5:0 re,ed~ .!!. .!!!. the Inter t .:?J. very 
.b!9[ican , ( ew or : '1:1 Current blf.she s, 196 7) , P• 16 . 
It is necessary to note that Gus lall is a whit tat lectual. 
'lhe res archer uses hi heYe because heist e typical 
ex ple of the Negro edic 1•s ·11ne who ould follo the 
COtnmuni t line o thtnkino. On tri 1 for hi p rt in the 
MiMe polis riot• Hall testified that he would be absolutely 
villin to ov rthro the vernment of the United tates . taking 
up arms agaiust authoritiee wh n th t1 e comes Harry and 
Bon ro Overstreet. • "Ho t:o t lk about COR!ll11uni IV n A 

uni.et .llaa , talked about It•" The I' . T. • Magg:l;mh Vol . 57• 
Ho. 4• Dec ber , 1962 • p- 11. lfuen clae ifying int 11 ctuals 
only ''blaeksn will be used• ther fo Claud Li tfoot 11 
illuetrat the t teal ir c:~mmist view. 

59 
Ne,K~ek• LXV!I• No. 8, August 22, 1966, l>• 36 . 
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Th five categoric set up ao the criteria for xamining 

the disaffection of the intellectual follo no rigid stand rd. 

Th classi ic•tion of t1ese intellect ale is ba ed on their 

r they er al( 1: a inst the •tatus uo 

and de, and or raqu st eform. One mu t b car ful to not th t 

int lcctual ' ' vievpoi ay change fr e viewpoint to 

anot1er. ~or ex pleat one tine in ht lif Bayard ustin 

was a membe~ of the COtJlll.uni t nr y whicl we could classify as 

radical, , but presently he discontinued his bershtp in the 

party and nov takes a somewhat: Uber 1 standpoint. Thia 

chan e ay occur in varying directions •. A liberal ay beco 

a radical• a moderate y become a con rv tive or vice 

versa. In t1is stud the researcher has intentionally ex­

cluded t e white view as an .1 te .1 ctual, but this writer 

is cognizant o the fact that some white articulate well the 

probl o" the egro in erica. lliit intellectu ls 11 e 

Walter Uppman, Nat entoff, and illiam Brink• all have 

expressed the need for re!o 

this country. 

of the Negro•' situation in 

At this poin it is n cesaary to scan through th various 

views of intellectuals to detemi e if the groupie wide 

enough to ~onstitute a revolutionary clt ate. Baaed on the 
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a reed definition of. a cons 'CV tive intellectual, so e that f 11 

into thi cate ry incl de Ro er u ~. Palp che, 

d ackie 

binson. The con~ervative tt . te to a tain h G ~als 
, l • 

within the frsme. ork of l and ii t crit ri. Th 1st 

intellect to be discussed will he lwbert r,e ve • 

• obert Weaver, at present• ia be first Nagr to be 

appointe to a cabinet po itio 

the Department of Ilous1.n3 .m Urb 

He ts the !Jec'ret ry of 

_ elo·pnent. eaver 

is the grca.t•grandson o a slave rncl th sane of n postal 

work.er. Weaver rew up in se regated flashingt n, D.C. Re 

bas received three de recs fr Harvard which included the 

Ph.D. in Economics • lie fee ls that the Uegro should pre are 

for equal:tty t rou h etlucation,. le see.a in hie own life the 

affitntation of the yth of unfettered op~o tunit : 

'il<Y.-reve't', i emphasis upon ent :f.s em-
ployed indtscrimMetely by enro lead rs. it 1 sized upon 
by white suprtw.acists and the r apolo is~o to aup ort the 
assertion th -sroe • en the mean 11 l r s, re not 
red or f 1 citi%ens 1. Thuo, beca se often ture of 
our ociety• N gro leadership r.:ust continue t:o stress r i r ts 
if it i tor cieve ht? ring or programs of elf- pro ment. 
Sophisticated whites r alize that the tatus o e rosin 
our society depends not on . on what t e Uegro hi lf doe 
to achievo hi goals ond to prepare himself for opportunities, 
but even mor on what all America does to ex and these 
opportunities.60 
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ollowing in the s e Ildratio A~ger tradition is our uext 

intellectual . Ral h l,u che . alph Puncbe• 1ke w a ~. i 

also the ranaso of all American slave (vith mi~co<l Indian 

blood) . R vae born in troit , gust 7, 1904. lle lot 

both pareut at early age and oved t: C Ufornia wher 

he worked his ay th· ugh u. C L. A. -le received h th his 

aster degree and h . D. at H ard i overnment. ln 1948 he 

vo the Nobel ' Peece riz by pr~ otin o case-fire in the 

'iddl at Crisis . Pre ntly Bunche hold• the position 

of nder-Secretai: of the United Nati 

position s follow: 

• He explains his 

•• • But I know what! who have been for fifty-
oeven ye rs erican f egro anceetry want and 
hou I feel . I do n t doubt that my vanta and feel­
ings are fa1Yly repYesent tive. of those of o t of y 
rac • I 1ant to b6 a m n the basis and level 
es any white citiz n . I w t to be as frae e th whitest 
citizen I want to exercise . and in the full the s 
right s the white rl.can • •• But this hould 
be re d by anyone to ean that ! want to b white; or that 
I au "pushy" seeki to go wher I am not wanted. ar 
fr it , I uui a proud of my race as one could be . • • 
I really should close on word especially for youth. Al­
though I do not c r very ucl\ fo Jiatinc ions· on people 
even n the ba is of a e. · White or black,. old or young. 
the real test c. s it.\ what you have done oi- can do, In a 
c p titive world ou ust xise to t the competition. 
this means preparation • . It also means building up con­
fidence on th ba is or demon trat d performance.61 

61n ~ y Wlsh, !h.., Negro Stece Emanci:patiog. (Englem,od 
Cliff • / ,. J.: Prentice !1 11, Inc. , 1964), PP• 139- 141. 



ThQ.r ood Marsh 11. i one of the big st ran ing fl 0 roes 

if the fr8t!le o of 1-r.e icl"ln ov nm nt II r entl • he 

As ocia.te Ju tice on the e Court of tbe Uni ed 

tat • "The t1 cces ory of Thur ood Marchall is per 

Ul'llHll" lleletl 'fn r hiAto • 'J'he son fa pul 

t art e bn, ~ht ere fr 

in nltir, re d Ne~ or 

6 

8 

City with pre ec no etter th toe of hi Nero 

lassmates. an of those "'hOM failed to fin sh ht.,.h school,.i*'62 

M shall got off to an indifferent sta , at incoln Uni ersity, 

but he picked up moment d went on to raduate with honors 

d led his law chool class t Foward. lie says of his uccess, 

"I ~ot the hos~• arot.m out of my yst 

!'ere to ig in so I du ,, ay dee • n63 

"Car. T. iR.o an wa bo in 1925 at 

• I heard law books 

vin~croft. Tennessee; 
' 

bQ st1.u it!d t Tent esse 5tate Jniversity, Washburn Colleg • 

Oberlin and the Univ-t'oity of U.nnesota fr 
I 

hich he rec eved 

a . A. in journal!$ • • • u64 

26 , 

62 u. s. !.!U!!. an4 World Report. LXII, No. 26 • June 
1961, t>• 12. 

63 
Ibid.,.• p . 12 . 

64warren. 1&,. Cit.• P• 305. 
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He has been a di tin ui b d journ list, he is the author of 

fi~ books and a public servant . He has be n Deputy 

A sist t Secret ey of State for Public Affairs. He bas also 

held the position of Ambas ador to Finland and the Direct r 

of the United States Inf-omation Agency. Rowan is a con­

servative and feel• his ·success in itself aids t Civil 

Rights move nt I e explaiu this poaitton a■ ollowss 

I pointed ou~ to him that ev ry egro in a position 
of responsibility who does hh job ell is aidin i -

asurably ln the Civil gbts struggle because he is 
carrying alon with hi a se nt of public opinion - of 
white public opinion. Now one of the thing• that 
distresses se bouts of these people ho $tyle 
themselves then w ilitants, who are replactn the 
NAACP and the Urban League d so forth, is that they 
would have you believe that s how or other by their 
militancy lone they can force a solution to this 
business. ell it just ian't fea•1ble in a soci ty 
where the Negro represents a ten per cent inority. 65 

Willi Henry Hastie was bom in oxvill • Ten ess e, 

1930 and admitted to the baT th s e year. He 1 g with 

Thurgood Marshall re the ubject of uch spectulation aa 

to their possibility of hetn elected to the S preme Court. 

Jude Haetie like Marshall strictly follows the c servative 

view. He observes that: 

PP• 305•306. 
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One of hia (Negro) reeponalbilities is to deal 
with his fellow en u indivtduals 1 just as the white 

an would have the amne respon•ibility. The e ro 
will have to come out of hie protective shell because 
there ia no queation th t today you find aany situations 
in which me111Der of the white c unity are willing to 

et er • ore th halfway in hum relation hip 
that eneJ811 i ore race yet find Ne roes ot re• 
sponsive. 6 

Jackie obtnson ts considered one of the re test players 

in the history of baseball. H wa the first Negro play r 

in the 

and chat 

jor league. obinson is pres tly insurance executiv 

of the Board of Harl ational Bank. "Be conti 

to set ex lea for othe1.' roes; h alao frequently 

Governor Nelson R.ockerf ller a hand 1 dealing th touch 

raci l proble • Fr the start Robineon c 

to the fi ht for civil ri hts."67 

itted h 1elf 

his faith in politics by st ting the followi : 

I honestly believ th~ the two party-ay t is the 
ans T to our oci 1 n ds and I w t veTY much to support 
the Republican P•rty. Rut I cannot d vtll not support 
any group that cares nothin about and y p ople. e 
n ed eotte one who can brid e and not widen the ap be en 
blacks d whites. ho can instill a• e of hope d 
unity• ho can provid a laaderahip th t c lUke rica 
a society where every man and omm can re•liz his or h r 
full otentia1.68 

66Ibid. • • 275. 

67New week , ol. 71, o. 59• Mar~h 18. 1968• P• 54. 

689!,!c,Eut<> Daily Defender, J ly 20-26• 1968• P• 14. 

• 



In surmnarizing the views of the conservativ Civil 

Rights intellectuals• in general, ~ost of these tend to 
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share the a . Horatio Alger tradition of moving fro rag 

to riches. Therefore it ta impos ibl for th to belie e 

that the Negro cannot ossibly move out of the gh tto d 

gin his rights. The1e intellectuals are not alienated 

1th the syste of whit authority. Since they were 

able to achieve uccess under this syste they feel that 

other Negroes can achieve aucceas under thi syat • 

Conservative intellectuals see no eed for the ilitant 

attitudes of s of the Negroes. and f el that preparation 

and education can be th key to th g inin of equality 

and rights. 

The moderates, as reed by definition, are tho e 

intellectuals -who feel that the ctvil rights mov ent must 

occasionally ove outsid the framework of white crit ria of 

r1 hts for the Uegro. Characteristics of the moderates are 

usually that they re of iddle class ori in and education 

can verbalize a rogrm:n. Their alie ation ta to the practice 

that deny full citizenship• but th till b tie 1u the 

·spiritual compacity of th s st to sol it. Typical of 

thts point of iew are iartin Luther King. 

armer, A. Phi lip andolph. John Bop 

oung. 

y l illd.n • J es 

d litney 
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One of the ost rofound and oat rs ected oderates 

of all races a the late Dr. Martin Luth r King Jr Dr 

Kin waa born in Atlanta, or 1 • in 1929. He was ". • • 

The son of an ind pendent ind d aptist preacher d a 

schoolteacher other. After gradu tin fr Atl nta'e 

Morehouse Colle e , he decided upon a inisterial career, 

took graduate cours s 1n liberal art• at Boaton Colleg and 

Uarvard Universit and was ordained in 1947. 069 He led 

t firet succeesful bu boycott in ry , Alab •• 

and aerved as founder of the Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference. It wa King who populariz d the idea of non­

-violent resistance. Kin was assassin ted in April , 1968, 

for the cause of non-violenc • King observes a the o ls 

of the Negro mov ent t followin : 

The strug le for ri hta is at botto a strug le 
for opportunities. rn asking for so thing special• 
the Negro is not eeeki g charity. H does not w t to 
languish on the welfar rolls any ore than the next man . 
He does uot want to be lven a job he cannot handle. 
Neither , ho ver , does hew t to bet ld that ther is no 
place where he c be trained to handle it. So with equal 
opportunity ust com the ractic 1, realistic aid which 
vtll e.qutpt h to ime it. Givin a air of hos to a 

who has not learned to walk is a cruel jut •• • 
find noth1n stran e about the Marshall Plan and technical 
a sistance to handicapped p ople around th world and 
suggeat that we can do no le for our people.70 

69 
iah, .Qe.• .£!!..• • t>• 147. 

70Martin Luther Kin Jr•• E!!I, 
Harper d Row, 1963), P• 141. 
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Another widely re pected and publicized mod rate in 

the Civil Ri hts ovement ~a Roy Yilkins , Executiv Secretary 

of the tational Association for the Advanc nt of Color d . 
Peopl ilkina wa born in St. Louts in 1901 and was the 

randson of a Mis issi pi slave. "His other died of 

tuberculosis and because his father waa not able to k ep 

the family to eth r• Roy was reared in St Paul by an Aunt 

and Uncle."71 He was reared in racially ixed nei hbor­

hood and worked hia way tbrou h the Univeraity of Minnesota. 

Hi• early life in Kansas City had a marked ffect on his 

life; he . as reatly moved by the Ji •Crow laws and equalities 

he saw there. Wilkins fits into the criteri et for the 

oderate but is not deeply concerned about bef.n called so. 

He sum it up aa followa t 

ear not seekin to overthro a ove nt or to 
et up a ne ove nt. e are here trying tog t th 
overnment as expressed by a majority of the people to 

put into ractlce its declared objectives ••• I knm, 
I've been called a moderate but l always reply that our 
ositio ha spo ored the ost radical idea in the twentieth 

century - the idea of eli inatiu racial -sear• ation, 
So I' not concerned particularly "1th the labels th t 
these 1 tter-day crusaders br1n upon us.72 

71.rtme, ol. 82, o. 9, Au ust 30, 1963, P• 10. 

72 
Warren, .Q.e.• ~-, pp. 151-152 
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James Farmer 1s the former director of CORE (the 

Congress of Racial Equality) and during that time it may 

have been possible to label him as a liberal. But ven 

then it would have been somewhat difficult. "Farm r is a 

World War II conscientious objector, and describes him­

self as a disciple of Gandhi. I feel very strongly for 

nonviolence." 73 Farmer observes: 

In Plaque ine (Louisiana), after polorization 
became complete, the Negroes thought all whites were 
against them. I made it a point to send some of our 
white secretaries to work there. It succeeded in a 
subtle way - these individual white persons were 
finally accepted by the white community - in a sense 
removed from the white race. About one young lady I 
heard some Negroes say: 'Well, yes, she is white, but 
she is the blackest white woman you ever s• ••• ' And 
then one of his (the Negro's) chief responsibilities 
is to pr~pare himself to live in an integrated aociety.74 

One of the oldest moderates is A. Phillip Randolph, 

one of the truly enuine Nero leaders. He was born in 

Crescent City, Florida, in 1889 and moved to New York City 

where he was educated at the college of the City of New 

York. Randolph was the or anizer of the Brotherhood of 

Sleeping Car Porters. 

73 ~, Vol. 81, No. 26, June 28, 1963, p. 19. 

74warren, .QJ?.. f.!.!:.•, J>l>• 201-202. 



His prestige roge in union ranks. especially 
after he had ublicized his refusal to cooperate 
with Communist tntiltrated elements within the CIO; 
by 1957 he rose hi her than any Nero had ver done 
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in the labor ove nt when he bee a vice president 
of the AFL-CIO or~ 1 ation. 75 

I.t was andolph o or ized and created the idea of a 

march on Waahin ton to act a pressure roup on the 

c~nscience of Con res : 

Tb• March on a bin ton ov nt 1• eaaentially 
ove,nent of the people, It is a Ne ro and pro- e ro 

(not anti-white) ••• For th lan of prot st march 
has n~t b en nbandon • Its purpose would be to d onstrat 
that rican N ,roes ar in deadly earnest, and all out 
for their fttll ri hts. No power on earth can cause th 
to abandon th ir fl ht to wi e out ever, vestige of s cond 
cl~ citizenship en the dual standards th t pla u the. 

comr.:tunit i d ocr3tic only when the humble t 
and weakest person con enjoy the highest civil, economic, 
and ocial i ,ht th t the bi et and oat powerful 

B £1 btin for their ri hts now• ric 1 

roes re helpin ~e rie 1110ral and spirit 1 
ar enal of democracy. Their fi ht a ainst the poll t 

inst lynch law, s ,rer-atiou ·and .Jim Crow. their fig 
for economic, political, and social e uality, this be­
come part of the lobal ar :or fre-edom.76 

one o · t1e lesser lmo 

ov nt is. ohn TTope 

noderatcs o the Civil Ri hts 

onethel ss, he is an · 

underosti ated m v r .orce in the · dr quality. r 

75 . l 
l.S 1 , 

lin 
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o the University of Chicago~ was educated at both Fisk 

University and Harvard, the latter at which he earned 

both the Masters degre and the Ph.D. Re bas also studle 

at C bridge University in England. Fr klin observes 

that "Almost invariabl the Negro pro re e only to the 

extent that the white r.:i.in advances in understandin that 

a human being i a h an being . There have been Negroes s 

t tented as I before but they could not yet get wh re I 

have because the white man was not advanced enough to let 

the . '177 

Whitney Young is one of the younger• well•known 

oderate intellectual leaders in the Civil i hta Mo nt. 

Youns as born in Lin co 1n Rid e • Kentucky• in 1921 and w 

educated at Kentucky State College, Massachusetts Inetitute 

of Technolo y and the University of Minnesota. H is the 

Urban Lea ue's Executive Director and conceives the role of 

thi or antzation to compleuent the work of other or anizations. 

Yotm contends, "I do not see why I should o to jail to 

prove my leadership ... 78 

77"Jobn Hope ranklin at CmabTldge," Ebony. XVIII• 
No. II• P• 160. 
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ranklin further . xplain: 

The ipnific c of the e ro evol tton is that 
America is now forced to look at the egro. But I 
think inereastntlY ,it -rica, en it' confronted 
with the tragic consequences of indifference, with the 
cons~quenc of con idcrin r c rel tions s ectator 
sport• will find themselves on the ri ht sid. • • it i 
quite true tb t the le r today no \on er considers his 
oal in life as simpl a replicatt n of white society. 

He 1s now eonce1'rin of 1-n epration or a a synthesis 
than a complete dropping of all th tis Negro. He is 
ayi g that 11 that s white is not .-.ood or els ue 

wouldn't have been kept in slav ry all these year .79 

~1~y of the d r te intellectu ls conslder~d tend to 

share a somewhat iddle clas background and education. 

'l'herefore they tend to strive for iddl class oal• as far 

a Civil f.. hts is concerned The Moderate roup is not 

completely alienate th the structure of white authority; 

they want to achieve their ri hts within the fr ework of 

the law and orderly society. Thou h mal\y feel that non­

vto1$11t resistance is prop-er ar, inst unjust l s, they want 

' no rapid chan es in the hAsic iddle class capitalistic 

structure. They feel that all of thi can be achieved throur 

the o~al un.derst din ot the white race. 

Intellectuals who are usually conaidered liberal r ject 

the white stand rds or criteria, that ta, th trad1ti0l\al, 

normal channel that he is ex:peeted to go through to attain 

his goals~ The lib ral doeff ha ea arked amount of 



alienation for the hite ower structure and feels that 

possibl more extr ~e ethods ~ust o taken to mak the 

whites aware of the dri e and the ?ush for equality and 
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· Negro rights. He favors rapid change but is satisfied 

with capitalism and does not . desire any radical chan e in 

the st~-ucture of the American society. Those included 

as liberals include Bayard Rustin, Lerone Bennett Jr., 

Kenneth Clark, Ralp. Ellison , Elijah Muh ad, chard Wright , 

Langston Hughes, and James Foreman . 

Bayard Rustin is one of the most profound liberals, s 

entioned earlier. He once was a member of the C tmi t 

Party but could not comply with its goals . ustin was born 

in Pest Chester, Pennsylvania , and attended high school there. 

He attended college at 'ilberforce University, Cheyney 

State Teachers College in Pennsylvania and City Colle e of 

New York. "Unlike any ther ajo-r figure in the Revolution, 

Bayard Rustin enters as a worker not primarily for racial 

justice but for general social reform. 1180 Rustin has 

always realized the necessity of de onstratlon in coutributin 

80, ........ .: ..:i. p 235 - .. 
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to Ne~ro ri hts: 

We are now in a eriod where fundamental problems 
can be solved through assist ce from the Federal 

overrunent - tearint? do"t-JD. slUlils, public works, 
putting everyone back to wo • That's a political job ••• 
However demonstrat on mu,;t still be c lled u on because 
they have two objectives, not one. A de nstration, 
first of all calls attention to an evil, and si ultaneous­
ly pricks the conscience of en and, secondly, cure 
the problem.81 

Kenneth Clark i another not d l her 1 intellectual 

during this current atru ~le . "Kenneth Bancroft Clark 

was born in 1914 in the Panama Canal Zone . He recieved 

his B.A. from Ioward University in 1935 and his Ph. D. from 

Columbia University in 1940. 1182 Cla't'k has on great respect 

as a professor and researcher at the City Colle e of New 

York. Clark re~rets that in this society in order for 

Ne roes to gain ri hts they must become militant but he 

is ver cognixant of this fact. II complains tbatr 

I should prefer to ut it that apparently, rational 
reasonable men who are making for a change in the tatus 
quo are enerally ineffectual. Chan es in the status quo 
are ~ore likely to come from ir~atiorial, tm.reasonable. 
questionable men ••• 

Isn't this horrible? It is horrible that irrational, 
vile and cruel, horrible thins have to be done to pre­
pare the way for the possibility of a li~tle bit of 
change or justice.83 

82 
Warren , .9.a. Cit. 1 P• 46. 

83 b .!...!!•, p. 302. 
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Ralph lliso h s een prai.sed as one of the Most 

gifted novelist "Ile as bom in Oklahoma, 

City on March 1, 1914, studied at Tuske ee Institute and 

then combined a literary career With frequent lecturiu • 

He liked to spea on An1erican e~ro c lture, particulary 

on ·Negro folklore. 1184 Ile contends that the Ne ro is a 

unique part of .America. and in the tradition of the liberal 

he is very critical of the. status quo. He make hi 

observation as follows: 

I have never pretended for one minute that the 
in1ustices and t e limitations on Negro life do not 
exist. On the other hand I think it i p-ortant tlo 
recoRnize tha.t ... egroea have achieved a very rich 
humanity despite these restrictiv condition,. I 
wish to be free not to ba less Negro Am rican so 
that I can make the term mean s0tneth1ng richer. 

I don't think it's a discovery of identity. I 
think rather it is an affinnation and assertion of 
identification • •• And it's an assertion of plur listic 
identity. In tenns of group id ntity and the current 
a itation it's revealin the real identity of a 
people ~ho have been he~e a hell of a long time •• • as 

An interestin part of the civil ri lits trug le is the 

growth of tt1e Black Mu.c;lin 'fovement. Its founder and leader 

is Elijah .1uh ad, • h was born as Elijah Poole in rural 

.~or~ia. Re 1a the son of a Baptist Minister whose formal 

ed cation en ed in the eighth ~rade. 

84w.:.sh, !lJ?.. ill•, P• 42. 

85 arren, .22.• Cit.,• P• 347. 

• 
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"But perh ps hi real education be. an in the Detrtot Negro 

hetto ~hen one of then rous e ro cultists• 

apil Muh ed, 'Allah in Person' took him under his wing• in 

the first te ple of I 1 built in that city."86 uh d does 

not neglect the econ ic benefits of ca ttalt • onl its 

vice• but he greatly bl a the white an for th pli ht 

of the e roe sp cially in the ghetto. "I ive the bite 

credit. They do the beat they can in s instances but 

at the same ti I can't ay that they are angels. They have 

jailed • d bound ua up th • They should take care of us 

or 1 t us o,087 These desires can b d up in eo of 

Muh ed's deair s for his people• which are a follows: 

1. We want fr ed • full ' and complete freed • 

2. e ant justice. E ual justice under the law, 
e want justice applied equally to 11 re ardleaa 

of creed or cl•• or color~ 

3. We ant equality of opportunity ••• 

4. le ant our people in erica whoa pr nte or 
grandparents re decend.anta fr slaves, to b 
allowed to establish a e arate atate or territory 
of their o , either on this continent or eleewh re. 

5, W want an i ediate end to tle police brutality. 

6. As long as we are not allo d to establtsh a state or 
t:en-itory of our own d and not only qual justice 
under the lawa of tha United States but equ 1 e 
plo nt opportunities now.88 

86wtsh • .92.. m, .• P• 110. 

87Ibid., p. 172. 

8 Vol. II 1 No. 10, January 31• 1964. 
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m a~ recropp r's f rm 

f ssis ip . i. He ha lived for "' co11s ra 1~ p r <-' in 

both C ic ~o nd New York. .., c r •lr: 2ht, ho r~c d cur-

'TC'lu tar}• xi l in France 

to esca~e u. s. hi q. itte until . s t ~el death at 52 

in 1q60, ho wrot nt rou novels de otmcin the uhi 

ancg o the Aroeric ~ociet. Re obs ved th t: 

I sav to you ih t~ wen of the west. on't be too 
proud of how easil you conqu red and plundered those 
Asians and fricans.89 

T Communism, he contended that: 

The per on 
Alabam 
unioni"'ts, a d 
- ob law and v olence 
t .e 1 11g r: bee" L e 
their profits.90 

a e k 11:!. blucks in 
workers - sharecropp rs, trade 

• The c pitali ts re ain5t 
and ould listen to justice in 
ndu trial . es.ce i.ncre.ases 

Another intellectual of .literary value to the civil 

· , ri- hts stru ~l~ s Langston • u es . "nf Ne ro. Indian, and 

white ancestry. Hughes was born in Jo~lin , iS$OUri in 1902. 

His youth was pent m ving from c; ~ plac to another: Kan as , 

Mexico , Illinois, 

Crow life in on 

another , 1191 

d ln lly level -nd , 0 io. Re met Jim 

art of the co,mtry and h tto life in 

09 1-c -:-rd ~•r ~ t, White !!..£_ Listen 1 (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, 1957), p. 22 . 

90wish• .22,. £it•• P• 114. 

91 Cuban, .9J?.• Ct,t., p. 159. 
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Hughes never accepted the degraded condition of Negro s 1n 

America. Re expr sses a deep sense of race pride . "We 

younger Nero artists who create now intend to expreas our 

individual dark- akinned selves without fear or hame . If 

white people are pleased , we are glad. If they are not , 

it d sn't matter. 1e know we are b autiful . And ugly 

too. .,92 
• • 
James oreman was one of the earlier ilitants in the 

Civil Rights Mov nt , he was formally th head of the 

Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee . He was bom 

in Chicago in 1928, but he spent the first seven year of 

hi life in Marshall County, Mississippi , some thirty mile 

north of Oxford on the Tennessee Border . Forman att nded 

UCLA, Roosevelt University and Boston University wher h 

recieved fellowship . oreman. accepts the need for reform 

in the civil rt hts stru gle d he observes t 

I happen to accept non--violenc aa way of life in 
a sense. But at the same time I sophiscated enough 
to understand that one has to ch.an e eyatems that breed 
violence rather than try to change a particular per on 
that may be violent. Race ay be as some y, a super­
stition• but the consequences of superstitions can b 
facts with their own pervasive and al ing r ality. 
To put matters a little differently , the Negro~eas of 
Ne roes is not in itself a rk of inf rioty, but in 
our superstitious social sy tem it ay bee ea con­
tributing cause of inferiority.93 

92Ibid., P• 111. 

93warren, .21?.• Cit.• P• 182 . 
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Many of the liberals share th characteristic of bing 

alienated with the wihte status quo and they feel that mor 

rapid chang must take place to enable the Negro to gain 

equality. They are dissatisfied with the white structured 

soci ty and they feel that the present course will not work; 

thu1 they offer sore extreme action, but unlike th radlca t 

they want extrae Chane within organized society. Thy are 

satisfied with the American capitalistic yste • only they 

want the blacks to share in its full benefits. 

The radical viewpoint is characterized by those who 

encour ge revolutionary tactice to attain their goals, those 

who encourage others to c0111pletely destroy the American 

capitalistic system and offer another alternative and, 
. 

f inally, thos who offer the e ro race a new feeling of 

black prid or black nationali • Typical in any list of 

radicals would Claude Lightfoot, Stockley Camiehial• 

Floyd McKissie• Ron Karenya. Malcon x. Jani.es Baldwin• 

Adam Clayton Powell• and Lerone Bennett Jr., and w. E. B. 

Dubois. 

The radical that is a prototype of the Ccxmnmbt intel­

lectu 1 Negro is Claude Lightfoot. Claude Lightfoot waa born 

in Lake Village, Arkansas in 1910. At the a e of seven he 

oved with his family to Chica o, He was influenced by the 
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Chicago race riot of 1919. which he witnessed at close 

hand. He has been member of the Garvey Movement and 

joined the Communists Party in 1931. He presently holds 

the position of S cretary of the National Co ittee in 

charge of the Department of Negro Affairs. Re contends 

that the solution to all racial problems in the United · 

States lies in the hands of the Comnuniat Party. Lightfoot 

predicts thats 

erever there ia a whit bandit who att eke 
Negroes, white Communists will jump at hie throat: 
wherever black people, out of frustration or other 
reasons, follow a no-win policy• black Communists 
will help them find their way. 

Tog ther, black and white Co unista are oing 
to make significant contributions towards radical 
changes in our society. Eventually we will build 
a country of freedom for all - a aocialiat America.94 

One of the recent trends of the intell ctual view 

is that of 'black power~ or black national! groupa. 

The group goes to the extreme in alienation to white 

standa and culture. The leadin proponent of black 

power is Stokley Carmichael. Camicha 1 was brought by 

h:ls family frora Trinidad to l arlem in 1952, when he a 

eleven years of a e. His anner is calm with occasional 

94claude Lightfoot. Black Power and Liberation: A 
Communist ~. (Ne if' York: New OutloTPublishers, 1967, 1>• 60, 



streaks of ironic humor - often self humor. He 

graduated from Howard University in Philosophy in 

1964. Re was fol"l!lally a leader in the organization 

SNICK. 
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In Trinidad, some ninety-six per cent of the 
population had been Negro; all immediate authority. 
police. teachers, ministers, civil servants. and 
the storekee~ers and entr preneurs in eneral were 
Negro. The four per cent white population lived in 
'mansions' but then many Negroes lived in 'mansion ' 
too and the question of the exploitation of the 
black by the white had not occurred to the boy. 
In America all was dlff rent. ediate authority 
was white and the storekeeper was white ••• 95 

rom this background Carmichael became alienated 

and distrustful of white American culture. Thus he took 

up the cause for black power. Carmichael exclaimed in 

many speeches to black crowdss 

We've been making men out of Ne roes - en who 
aren't afraid of honkies whether they're wearing 
sheets or badg s~ • • Now black power is legitimate 
and we can begin to challen e white institutions • •• 
To hell with the laws of the United States (he tells 
black audiences). If a bonkey tries to shoot you, 
kill hi before God gets the news ••• 96 

Another black power advocate alon the prototype of 

Carmichael is Floyd McKiasick, 46, another militant in the 

civil rights movement. HcKissick took over a director of 

95warren, .2.Jt• Cit., p. 399., 

96Neweweek• LXIX, no. 20, May 15, 1967, p. 20. 
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CORE in January of 1966 after .James 'Farl!ler resign d. 

Ile defines black power as: "Black power is no mere 

slogan ••• it is a drive to mobilize the black c -

munities of this country in an effort to remove the 

basic causes of alienation, frustration, de pair, low 

esteem, and bopelessne •• 0 97 

To point out the nationwide acceptance of the Black 

Nationalistic views. Ron arenya of Los An eles exemplifies 

this fact . "Los An eles is Karenya's city and the birth­

place of th movement called "US" hich he founded last 

February. It is an intense, growin ove ent• still 

small (300 at the hard core) but r aching out with 

jammed public meetings. adult classes in egro history 

and weekend drill sessions for children. 1I98 He w s 

bom as Ronald McKinley Everett in 1942 on a chicken 

farm in Paraonsburg, Maryland. He moved to California 

' in 1959 and enrolled in Lo Angeles City College. 

"Ron Karenya 1s a black nationaliat, one of the new faces 

above the crowd in the hig city ghettos. He is entirely 

the product of the Negro r volution, of its gr1evences, 

its aspirations, its fury. And power is his aim. 1199 

97"The Bi Split Over Black Power 1 " S pia, XV, no . 9, 
Septemher , 1966, p. 22. 

981'Ne ro ia Many People , " Nevsweek, LXVIII, No. s. August 
22, 1966 , p, 27. 

99Ib1d -· 
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H displays racial pride and claims to advocate violence 

only for self-defense; he explains: "Havin been 

stripped of economic influence, I aay w have only on 

power left - to disrupt things ••• unless America 

awakens to the fact that she must contend with us a1 

an enemy, or bargain with us as citizens it will be to 

her serious disadvantage."lOO 

Black power and black nationalism are nothing 

completely new. The Black Muslims came up with ides 

and racial pride that preceded them. Malcolm X (who 

was assassinated in February 20, 1965), shows mor 

alienation to white culture and practices than his 

former leader 1 liberal Elijah Muhammed. Malcolm Little 

was bom in Omaha, Nebraska, on May 19 • 1925 • the son 

of a Baptist pre 'cber, a race man who did not carry 

favor with the white people. •At a young age his family 

was forced to move to Lansing, Michigan because of hie 

father's preaching. Eventually his father waa a preacher 

no longer and the family went into poverty and broke up. 

He followed a childhood of deliquency (even though he dis­

played outstanding mental· ability) and finally spent a 

lOOibid -· 
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period of t i in prison . His b ckground shows his 

extreme disi llusionment with white culture . H expre ses 

thi view as follows: 

America is a white man's country. • • thy took 
it from the Indians, built it on slave labor of bl ck 
folk . You ti111e will never get better until you make 
them better. It will take fire to strai hten out 
the white man; it will take fire to straighten out 
our hell - fire from God. 

The white man doesn • t want you to be sood 
citizens. He wants you to get drunk so he 1 11 have 
an excuse to put his club up ide your head . 

The overnment is responsible for our bad housing; 
the government ts responsible for the cock ~oaches 
that eat better than e do , for poor schools in 
our neighborhood . 

It is the white an that teaches hate . He 
taught you to bate yourself. S e of you ha•e your 
hair so much you put lye on it to get it strai ht. 

The white man's afraid of truth. Truth takes 
off all his breath. Truth makes him lose all his 
strength. Just tell hi a little truth - his face 
eta all red; watch him yes, yes, yea . 101 

One intellectual radical of rare literary ability 

is James Baldwin. "In the contemporary literature of the e roes 

righteous anger, perhaps no noveli tor essayist has eclipsed 

tho poetic sensitivity and articulateness of Jamee Baldwin of 

New Yor nlOZ He was born in New York City on Auguat 2 1 1924 

lOlcuban, .Qe.• Cit., p. 171. 

l02Yish, .QJ?. • .£!!.• , P• 163. 
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and waa raised in the ghetto of Harle . In spite of 

this background ha ha~ always sown a rare literary 

talent . His theory of history is somewhat pessi 1 tic : 

The history as he se sit is an unending 
story of man' inhumanity to man. of the whites' 
r fus 1 to se~ tha blac simply a~ another human 
being , of the white man's delusions and the Negro's 
de.moral1.zation. The theme floods his novels and 
essays . The white man , he writes, is uilt ridden 
and sex- ridden and e managed over the years to 
delude himself by transferrin his own failures 
onto the Negro . 103 

P.e, typical of many radic~l intellectu ls, sho s a 

high degree of 11 nation to the whit ness of Am ricAn 

life . He observes that: 

•• • At the root of the American Nero problem 
ia the necessity of the American white man to find a 
u y of liv:inr vith th Negro in order to live with 
hims.elfw And the history of this problem can be 
reduced to the means used by Americans - lynch law, 
and segregation and legal acceptance • terrorization 
and concession - eith r to come to terms with this 
necessity• or to lnd a way around it • or (most 
usually) to find a •ay of doing both these things 
at once • •• In this lon battle . the white man's 
motive was the rotectio~ of his identity; the 
black man was motivated by the need to establish 
an irk~t1 ty. 104 

103Ti ~- LXX1, No 20, Ma 

104 b d 1..,L., p. 26. 

17, 1963, • 26 . 
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Adam Clayton Powell Jr. though enjoying all of the 

luxuries and vices of the white man, was one of the 

earliest fi hters for the rights of the Negro. Recently 

(1967) he was removed from his seat as the Congressman 

from Harlem. Powell is a native of ew York City and 

the son of a Baptist minister. lie was head of one of 

the tar est churches in Harle~ (12000 members) The 

Ab sinian Baptist Church. Powell ay appear hypocritical' 

but he serves nonetheless as i ortant in the ovement 

arainst white authority: 

I want immediate desegregation. North and South; 
this means that in the school system there should be 
1 ediate bussing in and bussin out of black neighbor­
hoods. In employment, I want upgrading and retrain-
in for Negroes; and legislation for the school drop­
outs and puehouts - those youngsters who don't 
nualify for ra uat1on. And t ere should be pre­
ferential hiring ••• If two people apply for a job 
and one is bl~ck nd one 1 hite and both have the 
same qualities, I say hire the black man. Preferential 
hiring is just, until a reasonable percentage of jobs 
for Ne roe, has been arrived at.105 

Lerone Bennett Jr. is one of the most widely acclaimed 

social historians. He has expressed candid views on the 

present state of race relations. He is a native of 

Clarksdale, Mississippi; he graduated from Morehouse College 

105 
fcClellan Grant, Civil Rights. (New York: The 

T. u. Wilson Company, 1967). p. 35. 
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in Atlanta. He now resides in Chicago and is senior 

editor of Ebqµy agaztne . He shows a complete in­

alienation of the gaining of equality under the present 

white structu~d society. {e points out that1 

Semantics apart. the catacly in the streets 
is real enou h , and it proceeds from revolutionary 
premises. The fundamental premise ts that old forms 
and ways that are no longer adequate and that the 
social systft as organized is incapable of solving , 
through normal channels, the urgent problem presented 
to it by history. The second major premise is 
allied to the first: that the social system s 
orgaized , is a art of the problem appealed to 
or relied upon as an i de endent rbiter in power 
conflicts of which it is a part. The third major 
premise is that white Americans, enerally speaking, 
lack the will, the courage , and th intelligence 
to volunt:aril r.rant egroes their rights and that 
they must be fo~ced to do ~t by pressure. l 6 

One of the first radical intellectuals was w. E. B. 

DuBois; at an early period in the history of the Negro 

in America , DuBois eapresaed an alienation with the white 

power structure , but not whita society. "W. E. Burghardt 

DuBois , editor , author and veteran campaigner for Negro 

equality , was born in a small westerm Massachusetts Vill ge 

in 1868 of mixed Uegro , Dutch and Fr nch protestant 

ancestry. 11107 

106~ennett, em. f.L_., • 46 . 

107 
Cubnn, .QI:_ • .£!!.•, p. 82. 
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He lived in an area in bi~ early life where he experienced 

little disc~i~ination and, segregation . As a student at 

Fisk University in Tennessee , he felt the full stin of 

Jit Crow which had a profound effect on hi thinking. He 

recieved is .h . D. at Harvard Univerdty , but by this 

time, the in qualities of e~ican life had already influenced 

his thinking . Later in 1 is life he became a proponent of 

Communism. After a pe_riod with the U•.ACP and Atlanta 

University, he observe : 

The history of the American i;t:gro is t le h story 
of strife - this lon ing to attain self-consciou 

anhood to er e hi double self int!> a better and 
truer self. In the er in he wishes neither of his 
older selves be lost . Hew uld not fric.:inize America, 
for America has too much to teach the world and Africa . 
He would not bleach his .egro soul in a flood of white 
Alllericani , for he knows that Negro blood has a e sage 
for the world , lle sJ.mple wishes to make. it possible for 
a man to be both a Negro an an American without having 
the doors of op~ortunity clos~d in his fac . 108 

To conclude th4' ra ical lntellectual viewpoint , it is 

noted that the ,hackgrotmd oft c people g nerally follcm one 

of two basic patterns. vome radicals Cc!me out of 8 back-

ground of rel tively little if any segrngation or diocriminat.ion..; 

upon being exposed to Jim Crow , they became conpletely aliet 

with whit H d develop.ct the extrrune bate for toe white power 

1 8Frances E. Rivers , "Black Nationali 
!!!.!, Cris!'!_. 

on Campus , " 
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structure. Others lived d experienced hetto life 

and im 'Cro life all of their lives~ thus their entire 

life was filled wit t e hate for thtt white soci ty, 

The intellectual ph se varies in many degrees. Ao 

in all revolut:f.ons. you h-ve a di f ferent set of desir s 

and goals and disillusionment nth the status quo . 

revolutionary climate always include conservatives. 

moderates• liberals and radic ls. So therefore one is 

not isturbed when the Civil Rights intellectuals present 

no tmified goals or objectives. ~he first stage of 

revolution have satisfied the criteria of a revolution ry 

pr ototype , tnified goal would .b desired if it \lere 

possible . but in the Civil Rig ts .1ovement it is difficult . 

More than likely , the success of the ovement • in the 

long run , ill dep nd on tlle adoption of som type of 

ideology. '!'his ideology r-iust cont-in some of the oals 

and objectives o the liberals and radicals to beco 

effective . 
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On the basis of revolution ry theory, it baa been 

pointed out through synthesis of the various stages of 

a cross-action of scholars that the next ata • of 

revolutionary phen na i the resistance phaae. It 

has oeen noted fr an anal sis of Brinton, Pettee, 

Sorokin• and others. that 'nerally this phase is 

characterized by a direct confrontation of the reformers 

with the status quo. In the revolutionary atmoephere, 

there may be ob1erved a flood of protests a alnst the 

tyranny of the government, which include p phleta, 

plays, addreaaes and an outbur t of activities on th 

part of interested pressure groups. Reform is widely 

felt and recognized and even attempts at r form are made. 

evertbeless the iaauas which are involved are soc ple 

and controversial, the overnment tends to be prevented 

fran maldn the necessary changes. These effort& re 

further blocked by the fact that the needa are not clear­

ly formulated or gain 11ttl support. In spite of the 

fact that political leaders of gr at t lent d ener y 

emerge• they lose the support of the ruling group and 

in turn lose the support of th formal source of authority. 
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Thus the resistance continues until another stage 

develops which will be considered in the last phaae . 

To loo at the Civil Rights strug le in the 

light of revolutionary theory, it will be necessary to 

determine if the resistance is widespread and con-

tintoua enough to constitute a revolutionary prototype. 

Considered her will be the peaceful (or intended p aceful) 

demonstrations as the sit-ins, pickets, mass arches and 

other means of Nero actions confronting the status quo 

of a white d01Sinating society. The non-violent reaistanc 

phase is revolutionary because it ch llen ed the very 

foundations of hite supre acy. In the North the egro 

was looked upon as the virtual invisible ~an; in the 

South he was kept in place by the Ji Crow law• The 

idea of white supremacy was buried d eply in th hearts 

of southerners; separate but equal wasn't even upposed 

to be challenged even after the Brown~ oard _!?i 

Education decision in 1954. No loyal, white, southerner 

could concieve of eatin, ridin the bus, prayin in the 

s e church or oin to the• e school with th Negro. 

Such was the problem facing the non-violent resistance 

in the ,openin of th 1960's. 
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Before 1960 , most South rn whites felt that any 

disorder that chellenged the status quo was th~ result 

of outside agitation. They could not concieve of the 

NegTo in the South as being able or willing to ch llenge 

the idea of White Supremacy. Van Woodward observes that: 

Until 1960 - in several ways a turning point -
the Southem resistance had been able to persuade 
itself that the Civil Right mov ent was wholly the 
result of 'outside agitators , • th t Southern Ne r oes 
were contented and happy with the 'Southern w y of 
life , ' that they preferred segregation , and that 
left to themselves they would never think of pro­
testing. It is true that the ~h had recieved some 
jolts , most notably in the 1955-56 yearlong boycott 
of the city buse, of Montg ery in protest against 

1 109 segregat on . • • 

ut after 1960, thi myth was to be deatroyed rapidly. 

Though the idea of non-violent resistance was not 

popularized until tho 1960's, it had its con eption in the 

1940• s . Many identify .this tactic with Martin Luther 

, King• but it ~as actual ly the brainchild of J s Far.t-ar 

as f a as applying it to the drive for Negro rights . 

109c. Van oodward , .!h!. Strange Career ,2!. .:!!!!, Crow, 
(New Yorks Oxford University Pre••• 1966) 1 PP• 168-169. 



76 

Brink was to say of its origint 

CORE had been formed in Chicago in 1942 by a 
roup headed by James L. Farmer, a former program 

director of the NAACP who became CORE' s Uational 
Director. Farmer had been reading i!!!:, Without 
Violence by Krishanalal Shridharanani - a disciple 
of Gandhi - and vas 1~trigued with the idea of 
applying its concert of passive r aistance to the 
Negro revolt ••• 1 0 

And also contrary to popular beliefs this method 

was first ap 11 d in the North rather than in the South. 

"The first use of it was at the now defunct Jack Spratt 

Resturant in Chicago in 1942. nlll 

Th~ perpetual growth of this idea of non-violent 

resistance wa fostered by Max-tin Luther King Jr., an 

ordained m1n1st r. student of the Xin {1henomena wr t : 

Hts congregation believed 1 their p stor • 
social emphasis upon r ce and community issues and 
joined tho I'TAACP as a roup. ut d spite the 
provocations of local racists• the Reverend King 
k~pt the tone of his sermons modera~e, ever stres• . 
sing the positive nonresistance of Apostolic Christian­
tty combined ith the passive resistance of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The great opportunity to test Gandhian 
techn1queg came with the Montgomery bus strike in 
1955, when King found a made•to-order situatton of 
long-perpetuated humiliations shown Negro pas en ers. 
Success followed the boycott. .• • 112 

llOBrink, I.mt Negro Revolution .!J!. Am,aric,a, PP• 42 .. 43. 

lllibid., P• 43. 

112wtsh, EJ?.• Cit,, P• 147 • 
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King suas up the id a of nonviolent resistance s follows: 

Non-violent resi tanc akes it possible for 
the Negro to remain in the South and strug le for 
hi ri hts ••• we will take direct ction agai st 
injustice without w itin for other a nciee to 
act. We will not obey unjust l wa or su it to 
unjust practices ••• We adopt the means of non­
violence becaus our end is a c unity at pe ce 
with itself. We will try to persuade with our 
word, but if our ord fail we ill try to 
persuade with our acts ••• 113 

After the successful Montg ery bus boycott, Kin fo d 

the Southem Christian Leadership Conference which was baaed 

on his idea of Gandhi-inspired philosophy of dir ct, non­

violent ass protest. Thia was considered very ilitant 

organization jud ed byte standards of its ti • ing was 

looked to as the ost i portant leader in the fight for Civil 

Rights at that ti • t the id a of as action prot st did 

not i ediately catch on. 

"Increasing Nero i patience accounted for the rising t po 

of non-violent direct action in the late 1950's, culminatin in 

th student sit-ins of 1960 and the inauguration of ht ls 

popularly known as the 'Civil Rights Revolution' or the 'Nero 

Revolt.'"114 It was in 1960 that the idea of mass action protest 

113 
Cuban, .2£.• Cit., PP• 165-166. 

114 
The National Advisory Co ission on Civil Disorders, 

Report .2£.!!!!. National Advisory COilllli!sion $. Civil Dtsordera, 
(New York, Bant Books, 1968), P• 227. 
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caught on as tactic of challen ing and confronting the 

idea of white supre acy and segregation. The dr atlzed 

details wer as follows: 

The date wa February 1. 1960. The night before, 
a Sunday• McNeil A. Joseph, a 17-year old student at 
the all-N ro Agricultural and Technical College of 
North Carolina in Greensboro, had be n broadin about 
discrimination and wondering what be could do about 
it (se regation makes e feel that I unwanted ex­
plained Joseph later). The next momin he approach d 
three of his fellow students and proposed that they 
go downtown after cl s es and demand service at the 
lunch counter of the ool rth store. Their sit-in 
began at 4145 in the aftemoon when after aking s all 
purchases at other counters, they sat down at the white 
lunch counter and asked for service. When they were 
refused they took out their textbooks and studied 
until the store closed at 5:30. 

Nothing uch really happened at Greenboro that 
day. But the sit-in of M eil Joseph. which was en­
tirely hia own spontaneous idea-cau ht on like wild 
fire all over the South with Negro tudents ho wer 
fed up with the slow progress of their le ders. In 
less than two weeks the student sit-ins had spre d 
to fifteen other cities; at the end of the onth 
they reached 33 and on and on.115 

The momentum of the , sit-ins continued to pick up 

stren th and eventually spread to seven other Southem 

st tes besides North Carolinz. To keep this drive going, 

in April of 1960 the Student Nonviolent Co-ordinatin Com­

mittee was formed. It was small• very youthful, largely 

115 Brink, .!?J?.• fil•, P• 42. 
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Nero and its leaders were Negroes . Under its guidance 

the idea of non-violent direct action reached its ss 

intensity as thousands who bad never protested before 

joined the movement for rights . · 

The mass ovement h d began to shake the ide of 

whit supremacy iu the South. But the Ji Crow symbol 

did not yield easily. Van 1oodward observ d: 

The walls of segre ation began to crumble under 
the new uaault . Lunch counters yielded in or than 
a hundred cities whtiin a y ar. The sit- in tactics 
were broadened to attack sere ation in theaters, 
hotels , public parks , swin:ming pools, and be cbes 
as well as in churches, courtro01ll8 , libraries, and 
art gall ries . oycotts suppl ented sit- ins to 
deal with discrimination in servic or employment 
among aerchants and other busines6 establisbmente. 116 

In spite of this progress 11 violence broke out in the 

hardcore vhite sup~em•cy st tes in 1961 in respon to the 

freedom rides to challen e segreg tion in interstate buse 

and teminals • "At Anniston , Alab • a mob attacked rid rs 

and bumed their buo . White hoodl a attacked other riders 

at Birmingham, and at Montgomery a mob beat up a score of 

people in several hours of rioting that had the apparent 

sympathy of police and some city autborities . "117 

116 
Van Woodward , .2J?.• ill., PP • 170-171. 

llJibid. 1 P• 171. 
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The encore of tbe mass demonstration in the South 

came with the Birmin~h arch. ·which started in April 

of 1963. Martin Luther King led a series of ass arches 

against what he called the most throughly segre ated city 

in the United States during that period. His demands in­

cluded the creation of a bir cial commission , fair hiring 

practices , amnesty for previously arre ted d onstrators, 

and an end to lunch-counter anc1 other segregation The 

explosive events proceede as follov s 

At first , King had trouble mustering any sizable 
group of troops . When his demonstrators did show up, 
sOD1e owners qui£tly closed their downtown lunch counters, 
dis not even call police. Connor's cops made some routine 
arrests but seemed unc only gentle about it all. 

Predictable, however , King's ov nt attracted 
an increaain number of Negroes - aud just as predict­
ably - Connor reverted to form . He broke up a march 
on City Ball by ordering mass arrgsts . 'Call the 
wagons , Sargent , I'm hungry , Bull . ' Next day he 
called out his police do s . 118 

After these events , King and his non- violent troops 

fought against the tyranny of "Bull" Connors . y Uegroes 

~re arrested and brutalized, some wet"e bitten by police 

dogs; others ffl!re clubed and bowled by high-powered water hoses . 

118Ttme , LXXXI , No. 16 , April 19, 1963, PP• 30-31. 
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"The whole angry fabric o -rer1ist:mc~ and rebellion reached 

a peak on Hay 11- 12 , 1963,. with a bombing cotmterattack by 

white segregatimist • Angered by the bombings , Negroes 

rioted• burned the store of white businessmen, and fought 

with policemen , state troopers , and firemen . 11119 

Lerone Bennett considers Bimingham as the key to the 

drive for Negro rights; be feels it was the equivalent of 

Bastille Day in the French volution. "The Bastille of 

Bimingham was a turning point in the Negro re istance 

movement . Sparks from the fl es of Birmingham leaped 

from ghetto to ghetto igniting inflammable materi 1 

that had been gathering for years• welding Negroes into 

a great lack mass of 1t ving indignation. " 120 

William Brink also considered this to be the turning 

point in the Civil Rights struggle. After Birmingham, he 

noted that: 

And now the tem~o of the Negro protest rose even 
higher in what Negro leaders came to call 'the s\lllller 
of our discontent . ' Demonstrations eru1)ted all over 
the country• North and South and not even the city balls 
of New York or Chicago were i une . In a three month 
period of the summer of 1963, the United States Justice 
Department counted 1•412 separate demonstr tions •• • 
Over the land echoed the Negro hymn 'We Shall Overcotne . ' 
Nov the revolution was indeed in full stride •• • 121 

ll9Bennett , .9.2.. Cit, , P• 25 . 

120Ibid. -
121 k Brin, .22.• Cit . • P• 46 . 
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The c:li:r.:uc of tho mnss poac ful demonstration in 1963 

was the arch on Washington . "Ta ing note o the new mood • 

Negro leaders calle for macsive de on tration in Washington , 

n.c. , to show t e oli4arity of the move ent. The succ s of 

the march on Wa hin3ton eld n ug st 28, l.963, reflected the 

spirit of a rev, ved e ro populace and o a 1 those who 

supporte the ear c use . Thero w Ye many hopes and desires 

ostcred in this nre, t mar eh. "122 Cuban explalne that: 

Mony t egro s had oo'l(ed to the march as an end in 
itself• a assive demonstration that would somehow 
solve all their problbns~ twas not th t •• • 

Only when a ' . ree ora. Special' roared in fr D ep 
Dixie did things get 11 ~ly. The train o iginating in 
Jacksonville, 1 rid , C',rried 7E5 .archers. many of 
them youngsters in their teens or-early twentie who, 
as a result of their, ar icipation in Negro emon trations , 
had spent time in Southern j ils or carried on their 
bodies the sc rs inflicted y south m cos. The piled 
off the train singing the battle hymn of the Negro's 1963 
rev lution , ' Pe Sh 11 Overcome.' Their sph: t perked 
up hundreds .of other Negroes still wandering aimlessly 
arcund the depot. • • lilkino t lked quietly of the 
necessity for passage of President Kennedy's bill . 123 

The march on Wash in ton, for all practical purposes, was 

a pressure group of Negroes who waged tho passage of a trong 

Civil Ri hts bill that W°'11 wipe out segregation and discrimination 

in the United States . The parttcipants hoped that they could 

122cuban , Qa_. Cit .-, P• 173. 

123 
Ibid• • PP• 173-175 . 
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persuade Con ress to ar t them the ri hts. The climax 

of this demonstration was the cla!Jsie "I Had a Dream" speech 

by Martin Luther Kin Jr,. in which he fostered a very ideal­

istic oal of coro.olcte harmony an~ equality between whites ., . 
and blacks. 

The year 1964 sau civil rights as the central issue 

in the country; it was no longer regarded as just a southern 

problem. The rl.despTead protest burned in ,the cities of 

the North, East, West, and Mid-\Test as well . The tactics 

·of non-violent protese became more intense and militant in 

the North than those in the South. They were less disciplined 

and sanetimes irrational, a vague connection between mans 

and ends. The even~s p~oceeded as follows: 

On March 6 1 a small group of demonstrators sat 
down on Na~ York City's Triborough ride , blocked 
all traffic, littered th rea with garba e, and had 
to be forcibly r oved. That night in San Francisco 
more than a thousand chanting sit-ind onstrators 
laid all-..:iight sc16c to .ie S eraton-P lace Hotel, 
nd some four hundred arrests were made in a few 
eekn us violence increased. In Cle.vellmd, demonstrators 

chained themselves together at construction sites and 
~nc of them ~as killed by a ~ulldozer . Thousands 
were arrested in jail-ins. New York City Negroes 
resorted to massive boyc tt" to prot:est school sere­
gatiou and kept 464 , 000 pupils • 45 percent of the total 
nrollment. out of sch~ol for a day. Demonstrators 

drowned out President Johnson's speech at the New York 
Porld1 s Fair. All this was ace pan:!.e by ominous talk of 
revolt and revolution and a mounting apocalyptic tone 
suggested in thE title of a ~oo by J es Baldwin• the 
Fire Next Time. 124 ---
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The mass protest confrontation in the Negro's struggle 

against the white supre ist and Jim Crow aspect of th statua 

quo achieved some success. From a ewswe k poll it was found 

that at Negroes felt th t ass confrontation with the 1tatu 

quo had accomplished something. "The Negro feels his faith 

in ss rotest has lready oved ountains •• If nothing 

more , it is enough to mak a man walk taller. Even or 

tha Negro is convinced that demon trations t~ork. "125 Many 

N roe at th time of the survey in 1963 , felt that it would 

be b tter to sit own with the ite butt y considered it 

impossible . Therefore . to t h m1 a s r roteot 

potent we po• 

their ost 

To concl de• it is noted that the resistance period of 

the Civil Riglts Movem t start d on a small scale 1n ont ry , 

Alaba • • but at this point it could not be considered revolutionary 

on a ide enough scale. eginning in tlle 1960's• with the 

i:udent sit-ins , which ch llen E.! the f om1dntion of White Supr acy • 

and r ce equiette in the South , there was widespread pe ceful 

confrontatio enough to be consid red revolutionary in a section 

of the country. The real cl allen e to t e white d inated 

ociety c e wht!n tho mass protest µread to Horth rn , estem • 

and Eastern states . The fac s and events s 1 • k for th s lves; 

l 
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thf'y hlfd hecOl"le ,-7:tdcapt:'f! d enon h to b~c<Mc characterized 

revol 1tlonai: ~ototy,c . It is clea, at least up to 

this p tnt. thut t~c Ci il 

rev lut:ion;iry phenomena. 

'l'HE ACTIVL,TS PHASE: U 
1960-:'.lRES , 

Tent. ti e 1 y, he re ol tion 

st u~le res blcs a 

REVOLUTIONARY 

cs cvcli a l:r ·r m one pha e 

to ..nother; the n.t!vists h se is r,ene considered s the 

next: stagn . R :ied on the o e r.e oluti nnry theorists, Brinton , 

Pettee, Sorok n, nnd othe~, th~ rr.ed in~ t characteristics 

consist of. n ss rot~, ns a~s nut s, and ener.al di order over 

a wi.de area of cmmtr • "'PP.ttee oi t out t nt t e incapacity 

of the state o deal with n simp e fact b ings a crisis. The 

denand f:hat fiom th nr. be done reve s th t soma ne .. 1 agency 

must be created nd sud enl en . o 1 a revolution has be un. nl26 

During the activists period therE is a wide are of violence -

some spontaneous and s .. e organize over s wide rea of the 

country. This sta 5 ~agnified the internal portion of the 

revolution, the r.evolutionist quarrel a ong themselves over 

goals and the direction of the r. volution; the stru le for 

policy turns into a struggle for power. The moderates who 

control the revolution at its onset suddenly lose favor and 

126Friederich, Revolution, P• 19. 
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re chal l""nged by a ,rou of r di.cats an xtTemists ho 

feel t1at t ey h, ve attai ed their goal 3Ild are attemptin 

to stop the revolution, 

Pitirim A. orokin ave a veey inclu ive list of causes 

of revolution3 unter bis ~rinciple th t the imme iate cause 

of a r~volution. is the su~r s io oft e bast instincts of a 

grout>• He concludes that them in tnstincts requtre th 

minimum of satisfaction; thes instinc s include th need for 

s~lf-preservation and ~rou security. th need for housin, 

' clothin5 , a necessary tenpe ature. sox and finally the eed fot 

sol -e ression and ndi ·o lity, plus the freedom of speech 

and action • .Another ?rinci le of r olutionary occurrences was 

pointed out , PP.tte~. e s y thnt the i generally ore 

wealth, tal nt n..n e ucntf.on t an fore ut i.e is still con-

aiderec:1 not nou ~ • It i f 1 t at tl1 _ s c ety needs a better 

order and it ean be noted that the. p ople are ore apt to 

revolution than vhen they were really down and out . 

To consider the Civil 'Rights Move ent in the 1960's, we 

can look t it on the basis of the causes o the mass dis­

content which has led to the violent mass riot t at culminated 

with the Harlem riot iu l'J64. Secondly , it will be u cessary 

to examiue the urb riots to determine if they Te the results 

of any cause:; t at precip:i.tate revolutlonary action. Finally• 
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it will be uecess ry to evaluate •het1'er the riots have t he 

necessary ingredients t · e onsider~d a ~evolutionary prototype. 

As early as 1~63 , t 1 revolutionary ell ate in th United 

Stat~s as felt . It~ s oos rved that: 

We k b • eek , t he u. s. Civi l i ghts Revolution 
burn more deeply in its intensity , shifts into be­
wilderin ne\1 direction"', expa11dG fiercely in its 
dimensions - Leaders follow snd follower lad 
Coa ressional timeta les are u>set. , gro organization 
officials find themselves riding a creast they cannot 
control . ..'cgro mod r atea ·u.ffe.r viliflcation or the 
threat of physical barn. fort ir moderation. White 
politicim:ta who have a. • ev cl ow~r through their 
ch8alpi.o:.:ish1p of civil rights fin t tlves ooted 
by au.diences who think h~y have n t -n civil 
righteous e;:iou !, . 127 

This cli ate coati nued to g-r.:iW a.'"\d int .n ify even after 

the Auj;ust 28 march on Wasl.i t on, which sort of brought re­

assurance to t he. whites that vio l ence oul not occur+ In 

SIJit of t .is belief t he l~e ro grlev· cas that sponsored 

violence want very eep and t hetaste of hop2 had incited many 

to desire all that could be achieved. 

To ek ine the causes of the ~egro riots , Willi 

Griffin summarized them as four m jor factors . He sum-

a.rized the s follows 1 

_________ ..._ __ _ 
127

71,e , Vcl. 82 , No. 2 , July 12 1 1963, P• 17. 



88 

The first 1s econc t c •• • Ao o res,lt of automation, 
indu try baa dwindling need ior ' unskLlled labor . Thus, the 
Regro as lor.t hi job 1n tle South, is fining less opport­
unity in the N rth. 

The second factor is p ycholo ical. Many of the 
reoplc 110 l. ve ovcd to the cities hav h d enormous 
eT11otionnl wrench. They h ve become alienated in the 
most profound en e; they've lost their bearings, their 
sense of belonii g to c unity , their sense of family 
structur .• Tl.a fath rs • frequently un ployed , h ve tend­
ed to drift away. Jn many ·egro familie , the motler has 
bcco the br cd~inner . The il l e giti cy rate ha6 ris s 
in tha hctto of many n the citi snow it exceed 50 
per C$nt. 11 of thia is extremely dis uptive for any 
society. 

'lhc-. third factc.r is the 'revolution of ri ing expectation"­
~~ gro ., acl opad tL.a t t e civil r1 ht movement would not 
only brin le al rig ts hut Tould .e c them equal in ev ry 
r s 1 ect ..riti t 1e -•} i As the civil rig. ts mov ent 

•~ver. , t otnd that it was not bringing 
quality with mor•~ tl?chnically akill d white• • 

n the cont ary, the 1 cote C• ett•een Negroes and whites 
ha.v. i enc.d . Th, , ,. bro r.o r er first being arouaed• 
hav be nth ~rte<l - the cl r volution.iry situation. 
reopl cr.:.'t r-volt ·,1h o. t c.y ·own and out ; t ey revolt 
w,len hope bf: 0 i ns nd is b lcc 

1'1, fourtl f octor - 'ld t'1 s 1 t e d rlyi g lon 
t - is rnci· 1 di criltlnation. It has been going 

y~ars clt'l ae s t or<><.~ up t:r 1.?·.:1clou ount 
1 tension . It is not r cial iscr1mination 

alone tr.: t ·int• c r i ot , u i t r ctic with un-
employment , p ycholog1cal alienation , and ri ing expectations . 

he fact t . t: t h se elenen::t:: a ,. 11 con1- to~ether i 
w at • es the olutior. oft e problem so difficult . 128 

All causes of a revolutionarr phenomena d pend on the 

interactions of many of the above m ntioned factors . Fr stration 

re che th ni~t wh re any Negroes h ve littl ~ faith in the 

l2R__ 
-william E. Griffin,. "City Riots: Why and Where do 

We Go Fr llere , " Readers Digest , Vol. 93. No. 555 , July, 
1968, PP• 83- 84. 
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solv!.ng of their 1-· oble s t.tllder the white strnctu d status 

quo. ustin observes th t: 

The f rst thi~g •bout those who are frustrated 
ts that their frustration causes chem to adopt a 
psycholor,y, an econom cs and a socioloo which are 
frustrate~. The United r.tates is no lon~er viable . 
All in titut ons rtust be estrcyed and n w s 
establ!sled ••• 129 • 

In order to find~ olution to the urban riots, Pre ident 

Johnson appointed vis ry cOO'.Ul\is ion to_ ex ine the rel tiona 

of the. c~•ses Pnd ~c ual roc~o e of the riots. Even before 

this committ~A • s ~.Pointe , an l o ·ard noted the rapid 

sprend f the tt h ri ts• Ie oted thef. r. perftcial causes 

nnd vr c s es ,'\ follo~., ! 

The ~1~st o e tl!'ma~ iot e. ploded in northern 
Negro ghetto" t " rtArl on .J 1, rn in Harlen . Li e the 
many r:!.l)t that follo •1ed i otli.er cit:ie • the first 
was tQuc . Pnt of p lice ction. It 
r"!:J;-:!<1 fr-r. •dx ni _'it , and in l ed looting, beatin s, 
mi.ny c sultie s and f tP-1 inj ies. Another serious 
r1.:,t ,.,,, .. th h:st gtUl r 1 the 
Bedford- StuyveC'..;in of N ese ere follo 

r. i.n s :n l ".\t' " t hr.,,ster, July 24-
2 , i Jersey City, ugust 3-5, in ter on and lizabeth, 
.r ,.. r (>•, J, 1,ust 1 -14, i . s ui: f ic go , August 
16-17, and in P ladelphia, . Au u t 23.130 

Thts violence and disorder too . pl ce predomin tly in 

the eastern cities but in August .. 1965_. viole ce exploded 

on tha West Coast. Only fi.v. day aft r the resident si ued 

129 
Ba ard Rustin, ll'I~e Anet y of Frustr tion," ~ 

B.tllctin, XXV~ ~o . 5 , M· 7 , 1968, • 1. 

130van WOQdward, .Q.e.. Cit., PP• 183-184. 
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the Votin R ghts Act , o riot brol·e 01 in l-atts, a i~ gro 

district of Los An~el s, anrl gage un~ ecked for n1r da s 

and longer in sporadic outhur ts. The iots conti u d 

thro ghout the st er o 1966. It proceeded s follows: 

C ic o a 
there promptin 

obf lize 4,000 

V olence 
h d its share 

rbor,e c~n s, 
occurred ostl 

t ed a hot spot as violence erUl,')ted 
Illinois Governor Otto Kerner to 
ati 1 Gar en to help olice ••• 

,m • t ccnfined t Ch c o. Ne Y rk 
a police were attacked with bricks• 
nd ttleA. The ni htl disorder 

in '"rooklyn. 

In Phil delphia, police battled dem trators 
chantinr " lack ow • 0 Like i 1e · Yor , ther 
ere ch res o olice brut lit. 

Other diRtUr 
Florida. Grenda, 
Nebraska, and Cl 

were r ported in Jactsonville, 
ippi, Des oines, Io a, aha, 

eland, ·Ohio. 131 

The dots d di.s rders h d s read to cities in all 

sections of the countr 

South. Trul the ~or, nt 

beeome unified. 

Ea t, orth, W~st, Midw st, and 

of the drive for ri hts had 

AB was mentioned, Pre ident Johnson, after the tolent 

summer of 1967, appointed a c ission to investigate the 

urban iots. The ati nal Advisorv C ission on Civil 

n1 order~ evalu ted d tudied the disorder and came up 

131
sepin, xv •. o. 9, Septemb r. 1966, P• 8. 
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wit. the fcllo ing conclusion : "Th'! typical riot did not 

take place . e disorders f 1967 Y,mre unusual , irregular , 

complex and unpredictible social processes . Like most 

human events , t~ey did not un old in orderly sequence . • • 
nl32 

The study did reveal some general conclusions about the riot 

pr ocesses. t as reve ale : 

In <Teneral: 

The c vil di~orders of 1967 involved Negroes acting 
against local Syt"tbols of t1hite American societ y • authority , 
and property 1.n Ne3ro neighborhoods rather than against 
white pe on . 

Of the 164 disor en .eporte uring the firs t nine 
months o 1967 , eig .t (5~) 1ere ajor in terms of violenc 
and dam~ e; 33 (20%) were serious but not major. 123 (75i) 
were minor ann wo ld not have recieved national attention 
as n !' ots" a<l th~ nat:i n ot had een sensi tized by the 

~ scriou~ outbr.ea~s . 

n tho 75 disord r stu<lie by a Senate subcommittee , 
83 at~s we :c reported.131 

The rn jor sor ers occurre in the cities of Buffalo• New 

Yo k , Cincinnatit _io . et 'li.t, 

Minn nnoli.s, 1 nn ot , fowar and 

1 1an , Milwaukee , Wisconsin, 

ainfie • ew Jersey • and 

Tampa , Ploridn. Tc cit·es exenplie<l the vast ~rievances that 

132r t<t. 

13
3iiational Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders • .Qe.• 

Cit . , P,. 113- 14. 
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b-id been ildin" u , int e ~h ttos o o ajor cit • 

Mo. t o th l'!e r -r _ recipitated r t if!ne.red off by tt 

in~ e incid nt, usu lly a olice action. But usu lly the 

action as minor 1 ro rt onate t the lev 1 f 

Yiolence t t occurred. 

usuall r ~ out as t e vi 

intensit, 

• 
nee 

tin~, . i er ire 

e ched th e of it 

~ince the int nit o~ the i lence ot prOT>ortional 

to the triggerin event, the c flll'li son cMe u with everal 

undorlyin c uses ~.rn ch were s1mil r to t o e ex ttssed b 

Griffin. The c0mtission conclud d t the c uses of recent 

racial disorders rer i bedded in a vast c lex of issues 

and circ st nc s, hie ulted fro t e historic 1 

pattern of Ne~ro- hite r 1 tio ~ meri ~. The Ne roe; 

they have co eluded• were att ckin~ the basic ttitudes of 

white racial belief hich ffected the the ost, t of 

segre ation and discr in tion. They contended that: 

The first is surely the continuing exclusion of reat 
nu~ r f ~roes fr t ~ b2n fit of ec nomic pro ress 
tbro ,h dtscri ination in employment and education and 
their nforced co fin , ent n e~reeated housin and schools . 
o t Nero citizens carr w thin the selves two basic 

aspir tions? or society. The ee to hare in both 
the material resource of and it intangible 
b f ts - dimit, ~esp tance . 134 

134 
~., p . 203-204. 
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The uncertainty o t 1·e life in the h~tto fostered the 

seeds o.E violence in t:he :i ictto . ~he t!n· a t the per onal 

security is ~reat i the ~etto an1 the c e rate. T ere is 

a v.2st anount of povert~.r in t 1e g etto uhic results in deficient 

diets, lack of me ic 1 ca e, inadequate shelter, and clothing._ 

Job. nre -::c r c, e pa~, loH, an 

nn.:;kill d. 

o •hitc lm 

systen of ~,h 

e ol cer. "' in tlie ghetto 

t e i a tnn.r,iblc bo 

1 n and j , t ce • 

t e res dents are 

ot ~nly t1e symbol 

~ th ntire white 

"lfllile the ci ril dis(),..rl<>r. of 1967 l . rP racbl in c aracter , 

they ucre not interr.acial. T e 1967 rli orders , as ell as e rlier 

disorders of the recent er od, 1.nv lverl action wit in cgro 

neighborhoods ag inst synbols o . hite American society, authority 

and pr perty, rather than apainst hite persons .135 

In order to underotan t,.c nature of the movement and its 

relation to tho causeD explored one nu::.t look at the nature of 

those Jho riot. The Riot Commission ce cribed them as followst 

135~., P• 110 
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Charact_risticn .. ly • t'1 ty,tc:i~. r"'.otPr ,ms not a 
hoodlum, habitual cri inal or riffraft • nor was he a 
recent miurant • :i 1-l-.!. ·, ,: o' 1 u.··w uc'1t d unde ·class• 
or a per on 1 c in~ broad social and political concerns. 
Instea !1 W;\S a t:eeno.0 .... r (av ::"l., .:i c 15 to 2 '•) • a 
li·e long resident oft o city in ,hich he r ioted . a 
hiih chool <l::op-out, · ut so~1cwh:it better educated than 
his leg ·o neighbor . d nl ost invari bl e underemployed 
or employe n amc1inl ob . 'w s pr u . o his race , 

tr.emel, bo3tile to both hitcG and middle cl ass 
1% ogro . • .. . 

The .,..acin n 

. h.P t :f e ,-.r. <lndn" ti 

nd JT\ovemen ts• c :,use , f.n pr 
cor unit-f,. <!.t1rl t~u) <""· stPtr. 11nd 
hi c~ at r <'fly r1 crf 

looo:in o 11in, r, 

. t.;as o served th t s 

ve of Negro organiz tions 
es91ons , in local 

t .al c les . All 
s a case of the Negro 
t ~re discovering 

:c; that e ,t hp possessed . Th re 
evi,l lRd-:: ~rir1e. :f., nouris in th 

n ~'f N ,, o ' de his own society 
and accept no de in ut H cnm, This 

o~ . 0 ~ro is ot ~ -r~hite; b pro- bla • one 
c c0nsequence of his attitu e . 
bl • nority s more v ible than 

rica' s most 
r. er. • . 137 

S zar it has been entionc tat t e typic 1 rioter in the 

hctto ua ho tile to id e 1 !'l"' e roes swell as to white . 

This onu tG fr c the ~act thnt most { dl class Negr OE:s are 

nommhat sa i •fled Tith rni in fer once<Jsions from the white 

nnd arc u ll!n to ~ell out the yo ~ to .aintain their status. 

136
Ibi<l., • • 111. 

137 
Time , Vol . 90 , No . 22 , December l , 1967• P• 20 . 



The 1ddle c ss Jcr,r 

and a$; hon 

to he C ilSS, th 

tn r. 
in th. 
to r\i 

oft 
;i:. hi 

a tension.. Middle 
r1:im',o l "!.c n,,., , n 
indifferent. roe. 

:<?1 t~, o· 

95 

ln s 

ee 
a desire 

thi c us 
atus or 
be ClMp,., e1y 

or poorer class are 
~~o 1 .1 8 

Usu~ll th~ m tP-r.- iot .... rt c nnt eflect thesr. o p sinr 

go11ls. e .,6t C ias.on de ' ribe th r-

rio er o foll 

iot T.' '11 ,.. in ll.,.., 

ur 111.(7 io 
9 

b 
h 

o cool it 

st'ak 
educat 
ct.139 

Out of this ,11t in o ectives, t t of 

d cons R deb ted a follo s: 

138w11itney Young, "Th Role of the Middle Class Negro," 
Ebony• XVIII• No. 11, P• 67. 

13<; 
.~ational M.~U .;;...-:;.;.;...:::;,.;;.;:~ port • P• 12 7. 
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c~;·ng for ,3lack Pt., 1 r are (1 Tl1P tudent 
~ooviolent Co-ordin3~in~ C c& c ( NCC), headed by 
Stokel/ Can. ch el, age 2 (f.n 1966) ,.,ho first mad 
the Black Power cry duriu r edom march in tississippi 
in J\lllc; Z) The Con ress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
under the directorship of Floyd B. McKissick. 

Against Black Po· rare (1) The Sout ern 
(!" .1: lr.~i:in Ir. der ,h ·-;, Con.Zer ncu ':.cr.c), he dcd 
by Dr• Martin Luth r Kini J " ; (2) The N tional 
A.:nmci-. tio!:l. or t'1 t .ra."lce.""cnt or Col<'r d Peop e 
(HAACP) with Roy r ilkins as executive director; 
(3) 'u.._ : tionc.1 Urbru. Leai:; e, L:ected by ..Jhittney 
ouog. 

Juts •'e t•1e ci 1 ri::;hts m"v 1 ent ar t ree 
whic 1i .cl:• , 111 Le u in& the Black .., er cry: 
(1 Th _uvolutionary Action Mov met ( 1), 
moat ~adic::il o 11 •Jc ro · ve nts; (2) Deacons 

or Defc 5e m us _ce , n ~ro o• 1~ d cgro 
viuiloutcs ">re~ are· to ... iglit b cl--. a~ iust white 

t+:a.c1:c ,; (3) 'Rlac1
• 'fusl !'l"• a t' 1 giou cct 

c3llins or c , , ct') nep ration of t·1a rac s.140 

Th <l fi v are deeply 

dioturbcd over ·he militWlt .::ip -::o ch~ to blac·~ po,1e • 

ounlly these e :;o. are l:ib..?led ~ ·:.?xtr ists and strike 

fear iu the aero mod rate as ell ., t. ~ white • It ay 

be ~d ~pas .ollows : 
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•~• e:.:-.: i:-1 i.er.t u:.. <la,· r .• o!: viol .. c... u • e new 
approaclms to Black er. Still at vork. are extr 1st 
MO could s i.: e stlu · r. 

Street riots shook lphi n 
?o t!l: ;;a · on ·ly <l i: 

arr 6~.:. . 
:Clack Pant 1 

y u..1 activ 
dee11 co 

· ,ors " .;uc 
:ho have spen 
of · ·1 ,...o 
'to -;>ut t 
Tndi 
m ti 

e • 
d .u <la free-

22 injured, 57 
1:;co ar • he 
U ion• and oth r 

av.: pr pteu 
uthorit1es. 

uv s...1.ga rs 
violent wings 
artl 

y 
gre on: 
to 
vill e 

41 

Coutr· y 1.:0 t .• c ort oft on 1 Au :ri ory 

cl, r does not a ree 

t1at all o ~ , riot ·ld disorde planned. The riot 

parti ip · t is awar of ,1 "" to ;t r a p .c patlng eve t . 

C-lrald 1' , er:?. , - LI ; 'S tidwes t 1 d~tor • was allowed 

to ~a~e observa ions i typ c 1 ~ ro • . tto on Cl1icago' s 

west idc . He ade the folio in Ob3ervaci n ~hile there: 

_____ ...,....._..._. ..... ~ ......... ,,_., __ 
ol. 9 No. 22 , D cember 1, 1967, P• 20. 
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I sat on ab per watching, and saw two youn en• 
abo\Lt 20 and 21, cane into the parking lot with gallon 
can of gasoline and two pop bottle . They sat n ar me 
and made a funne 1 f ~ a piece of scrap paper. They 
wer drunk and I watched while they tried to poor 
gasoline into the bottles. 

I guessed at first that they re helpin eter. 
But then they rolled old Kleenex into wicks and stuffed 
them into bottles , and I knew they were aking Molotov 
cocktails. One of Peter' s friends• Duprey , tu ed at 
my sleeve. "J.,et's get out of here .'' he said. ''There' 
going to be trouble. " Duprey ' said a etore had short 
changed the two and they were goio t o burn it . "See . 
this ts how it starts , " he said. "They throw those b bs 
then the cops come and shoot one of the , then the 
rumors start and everything blows • • • "142 

Even though the incident described by Moore as prevented 

from ttainin lts goals , it points out that (1) t re is a 

degree of planning that oes into the pr cipating of disorders 

by the riot participants , (2) that the ajor tactic and 

apon - the Molotov cocktail and fir - to strike back at 

the symbols of white suppression• and (3) that appropriations 

are realized through the burtn and looting of the big city riot• 

In the final analy ta of the resistance phas of the 

Negro Civil Rights Move nt , it can be noted that the in redients 

are pre ent to constitute a revolutionary prototype. Unlike 

any other revolutions . the styu gle is a what b dieapped 

1'•2cerald Moor I The Ghetto Block Life. Vol. 64, No. 101 
March 8~ 1968• PP• 72-74. 
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because there is an att pt to culminate it in a well­

established society. The white power structure has virtually 

co lete control of the achlnery of gove ent which includes 

the police force, the armed forces, and th means of c onication. 

Along with all of this, the aoftllant is arneeaed by an ber 

of ddle class gro a who think that tt is c00tpatiable to 

ain their goals it in th.e fraew.rk of organized society. 

odern rev\llutiouary theory shows that the ovemeat has 

basic in redienta that e erally characterize a revolutionary 

prototype. It ha an ideology which la s vhat und fined 

a was pointed out in the intellectual phase; the conservatives 

and moder tea do not belie't' i shakln the status quo but 

thy want to gain their share of iddle class capitalistic 

benefits of the society. The lib rala are seeking an equal 

sh re in the opportunities of this society for all people 

and a rapidly as possible but they still are under the 

pres ion that it c be ace plished in the established 

society. The radicals want to change the structure of the 

society but their goals are a0111l8what incoherent, some have 

tumed to co uni ts which still faces them with the whit•• 

Others have turned to black natioualist1, which would center 

the po r in the hand of the Negro. Th success of the 
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revolution wil 1 depend on the extent to which a unified 

id ological approach is applied. 

Another fund ental of odern revolution• ia that: 

thy are youth ove nts. The Civil t hta ovement lya 

with this principle• which is ointed out by th a e of the 

riot participant• (15-24). The nev 1tudent roteat•• the 

new fads in dress• and the return to the id a that black 

is beautiful exemplifi • this position. 

In oat r volutions, the non-secular aa eta ov r­

sbado the spiritual aspect•• "lack Power" has replaced 

the "W Shall OYerc "phraa as the logan of the r volution. 

The church like the school has s bol of the idea of 

moderation and comply th the status quo in the re olutlon; 

thu • it baa been njected asap rt of the stru gl for equality. 

Another general characteristic of dem revolution ta 

that they usually hav a sc pe oat. The Nero r volutionlat holds 

the white as the b rrier to reaehinp his oats. As was point d 

out in the riot report, ost a!:tacks re ai d at the s bola 

of white domination and authority. Burn1.n d lootin in the 

ghetto riots of hite owned and ~iddle class e ro owned 

businesses pointed out the expro riatio characteristic of 

revolutionary prototypes. Another sc Civil 
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Ri hts stru le is the derate or iddle cla a Negro and 

liberal whites. The e are the leaders referred to by Bennett 

s the ·stablis t, tho irectly connected with the 

white structure. ennett observes that their days are 

num red. He contends thats 

ll vi survived M rcua Garvey in the twenties , 
blac Lenins in the thirties , and A. P Ulip Randolph 
in the forties, the establishment is waitin for the 
ne t turn of tha whe 1. The only thi g wrona with 
whis calculation 1 that th n of the bas 
cban ed. The youn students are behind th , th youn 
blac· nationalists are laying for keeps . 
of historical proce s reaches tat oint• aa 
conservatives and rican Tories diseove~ d, 

t who refu e to bet lose all the ti 

Almost everyone know that the white p r 
atructure i thr atene by tbe Nero r bellion. 
What is not noted o ten enou his that Negro n 
of power are also on trial , not for the decisions 
they made but for •ne decisions they did not make, 
not for the battles they lost, but for the battles 
they did not fi ht.143 

Und :- round or coerci v or izetion for enforctn 

confoX'l'llty .::iro usuall the roduct of revolution In 

the recent stage of t 1e Ci~, 11 1 hts •'ovement , there are 

!lovoral overt. roup th t re emble th:f. t ology , n ly the 

Deacon for the .Reyol tion ry Action 

143 
B nnett, 
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"The Black united Front. a nev legro aroup in t ashington 

wo has called the killin of a white policeman justifiable 

h icide in the s e sense that police are allowed to kill 

black people and call !.t justifiable h icide. nl44 There. 

have been rumors that atte pts will be ade on the lives of 

any of the so called moderate Civil Rights leaders. 

Urban areas are generally considered the ce ters of a 

revolutionary pheno na. ased on the Riot Conmdssioa'• 

Report. in 1967 alone riot and disorders occurred 164 

times 1 128 cities. 

Based on the evidence presented• the ingredients• tactic•• 

and events point to a revolutionary climate• therefore it ia 

concluded at this point that the Activist stage oft e egro 

Civil Ri ts !.OVcment appe rs to e a re olutionary prototype. 

14L 
·Houston Poat. July 6• 1968• P• 15. -



CIIAPTE IV 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSI 

The phen a of revolutionary change aa applied to th 

current Civil Righta Move nt 0£ the 1960's baa provided 

a field of a very interestin research. In this study 

the critique of revolutionary theory was eatabliahed in 

order to set the criteria for th1a undertaking. All theoriea 

were covered in order to precieve the vastness of odern 

revolutionary phenomena. The popular praise that all revo­

lutions ust occur to the left and desire or create aore free• 

dom for the peo le was invalidated by lookin at the experiences 

of ? azi Germany and aaciat I~aly. The Ruaaian Revolution and 

tlle Chinese Revolution pointed out that ven though there are 

ideologies that are workin tovard so-called equality in the 

classless society, tb y usually ev r paaa the dictatorship 

stages. Iu revolutionary theory• the definitions, process• 

ot cyclical tagea, and causes. re uamined to Ht up the 

synthesis of ap lyin th ory to actual practices. The ach 

that was de ired toe~ ine he Ci il ghta movement technically 

was the int llectual phase , th re istauc phase, and the 

activist phase . 
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The hypothesis of this reaearchE'.r was that the Ci 11 

Rights Movement of the 1960's constituted a revolution in 

the technical sense of tlr~ word. In usin an analo - us 

study in the stages of revolutionary theory, this writer 

has intended to exm.linc the Civil Rights stru le on this 

ground. This ..7ceearchor e. amined the. intellectcals in 

the current mov mcnt, the resistance or de onstration 

phase 1n this movec t, enc the activist ptas int e 

Civil Rights itovenent. 

This researcher conclu<~cs t t uith the cul.Jr.in tin 

of a vast arr y of intel ectuals in th Civil Ri hts 

movement, 1 t has the appearance of a re olutionary pro­

totype. As in all revolutions, you l;.ave a variety of values, 

goals, and degree of nlienation to th white dooinated 

lhlwer structuJ"e. In this 1:1c0Ventent, as in most modem revo­

lutions, you have odcrat s, conscr.r3tivcs, liberals, and 

radicals with views ranging all the w:iy f'!'om those with only 

a slight alienat.on to the mite dominated societ to 

those with a complete alienation to white standa~ds 6ttd 

culture. This wri.ter ta of the opinion that one short­

coniing of this revolution ry phenomenon ia its lack of a 

unified ideology of aim and zo~ls. Th s1ccess of thi 
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revolution will depend on the extent to which these at s 

and oat are realized. 

The essense of the resistance has revealed that 

the Civil r.1. hts ove:ment reac edits height of revo­

lutionary rr. :f.se in 1963. C"..enerally. it was found t.het 

two ke eve ts - The Birmin ham Demonstrations in April 

and the "March on Waahin ton" in Au uet - were the spar 1 

that ,mified the Civil Rirhts Movement into a drive for 

full e<1ualit • Beeed on re olutic:mary theory and practice•• 

the resistance phase has ell of the characteristic of a 

revolutionary p~ototype. 

The find tage encotmtered was the Activists phase, 

which was culminated b the reat urban riots whic tend to 

erupt on a eas scale during the s r onths. In this 

phase it was revealed that the Civil Ri hta mov t had 

the ingredients in different lev ls of intensity to 

con titute a revolutionary nrototype. It was revealed that 

there were seveTal principles in tllodeni revolution! the 

list included that ffl09t revolutions have a baa1c ideolo y, 

most are youth ~ovtmaent, they usually become son-secular 

rather than spiritual, they occasionally have a scapegoat 

and intemal conflicts. And finall, revolutions in th 
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modern sense. have under ,rounds or coer ·ive o ganizat_ons 

to enforce confomity. Thi reRearch r eoncluded that 

the Civil ~i~hts Movement to date has com ltP.d in v~r in 

degrees all of the requirement, necessary to constitute a 

revolution r,r protot7PO. 

It w ~ited i the i troductton that th ~ wer those 

uho felt that the Civil i ht Mvement is no a revc,l tion. 

The mo t notabl xai: les Rive ,er Cal in ~rn on d 

Lerone Bennett . It y as Dr. Perndon ' s conteution that the 

Civil ~ io;hts oveme t ~ ar. t o ins 1tutton lize and mor.t 

of its leader ha e ccepte the uhlte an•s standard 

of achif\lvf.n freed • Mr. Ben~ett cor.t n,t th t ther 

,mre two baste robl s that revent d the Clvi 1 i hts 

movem nt frot!l betn a r.ea revolution: tlle first wa that 

it failed to or,aniEe sustaine~ national resistance 

novet!\fmt fttld Recondly• it f.atled to obil ze the asses 

in th r,hetto. 

Thi reP archer'e respon~e to these opinion~ 1~ that 

these opinions were 1,ren in 1964, their vte s ~re ~1v 

before the preat rhan hetto riots and other nev developments. 

Herndon • as enttoned. felt the l!tOVeutent was too inatitutionallz d• 
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he stated that the o 1 ea er . devi. t d fr t e , lte 

norm 11 s Malcolm x. ut the e ride t'.e sy,ea for itself. 

Since 1964, e h see t o rise of tlt Ca 1c a s • 

ap Browns and th black nationalists o hak the nerv • 

of eve 1 iberal w it and 

was pot ut, 1:10cerate rs c ·t"I le r c t ol 

the re ro tttion . t: i n t e. han s of thn o, .,. t i 

in its . f. 

In ru s r t 

great r pect, t 

rone ennett, 

revolt t ion now a 

reaea cber as 

su taf e • ti nal 

r sist ce ve ~ t . i f refers not en tot traditi al 

UMCP, rb Lee ue , or O · • ut ot _ r orra izotion'" like 

t c nlacl ant ~r • ~ ot r 111 t blac tion lits. 

The ovi ence ,•e points to t1e posibllity of or, ized 

unoergrc•un mov me t t .. t -ciay erist. The robibility of 

forei.Gn f t rv ti fr red C'hi . 

,hts ov 

r C ba t~ also pected 

or t'UJi!or din the Ci 11 t. 

reported th t" pipeli e throu~h I, ti eric s to 

smun le oner and .tmf ti to f.lit.ant black rc:>ur. in e u. s. 

The p per s i • GOl..rces insid Chin id ,ao s - Tl•.~ 

until the pi~elfne war. in veaking ord r before cal i 

blac revol tio to cert row the United St te iove 

145 
Jet , XXXIV• o . 5 , May 9 , 1968, p . 7. 

ted 

for a 

ent . 0145 
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All of the possibilities cannot be overlooked. and it is 

evident that the Civil Rights movement is well organized in 

any areas. 

To his second problem - the failure of organization in 

the ghettos - it is this researcher's contention, that the 

riot report attempted to play down the idea that some of the 

big city riots ma have been organized conspiracies. This 

in this writer's opinion was to pacify and avoid panic a ong 

many hites and moderate iegroes. ore recently, it i 

evident that sotne of the disorder may b organized Both 

the mayor and officials of Cleveland. Ohio, and Gary, Indiana, 

claimed that the possibility of organized conspiracies were 

more than present. 

Thia researcher concludes that all of the evidence of 

this study, according to the critet'ia used in modern revo­

lutionary theory, prove the validity of the statement that 

the Civil Rights movement is a revolutionary prototype. To this 

researcher, the Civil Rights Movement and revolution are 

wide open to ore expansion and inclusive research. This 

writer intends for later research and investigation of the 

possibility of the Civil Rights movement as a wider spectrum 

of world wide fights for equality and the overturning of a 

white dominant orld. 
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