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THE PANTHER 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2017 

8 OPINION 

VP Pence Uses Tax Dollars to 
Make Statement at Colts Game 
Amira Wynn, 
Copy-Editor 

On Sunday, Oct. 8, 2017, Vice 
President Mike Pence attended the 
Cincinnati Colts vs San Francisco 
49ers football game. 

At first it seemed as though 
the vice president attended to enjoy 
the football game and celebrate Pey
ton Manning's career, as stated on his 
Twitter, his intentions were anything 
but. 

Amidst the controversial NFL 
kneeling protests, President Trump 
has started a Twitter firestorm urging 
"real Americans" to boycott and op
pose the "ungrateful" football players 
who kneel. 

Despite being told by support
ers and veterans that the protests are 
not in any way a form of disrespect 
to troops or the flag itself, but rather 
what the flag and the national mean to 
people of color in this country, Trump 
and Pence have been in the forefront 
of opposing these protests. 

Now back to Pence, Pence spe
cifically used this game as a way to 
show his following that they should 
not only stand for the anthem but pro
test the protesters who kneel or do not 
go onto the field for the anthem. He 
walked out after he was "appalled" by 
the 49ers kneeling. 

Funny how he was appalled by 
the 49ers kneeling during the anthem 
when they've been doing this for over 
a year. 

He claims it wasn't for PR and 
that he was just utterly disgusted by 
the actions he saw, but he posted a 
picture of him and his wife standing 
for this specific reason. He wanted 
to seem like the die-hard patriot and 
make these "ungrateful" black million
aires out as the villains. 

Ironically Pence and his sup
porters, including Trump, are pro
testing the NFL protesters. The same 
people who "won't stand for disrespect 
by protests" are the same who protest 
the protesters. What sense does that 
make? 

We are telling people that they 
have the right to their first amend
ment and speak their minds but when 
it opposes their views they no longer 
think you should use your freedom 
of speech. This administration would 
rather support a white terrorist group 
over concerned citizens that happen to 
be a shade other than white. 

Not only did Pence use this game 
as a way to rally his fellow "anti-flag 
protesters," aka anti-blacks who whine 
about injustices in America, he used 
taxpayers money to make the trip. 

To make this PR stunt alone, 
Pence and his team spent over 
$200,000 on air travel, where he trav
eled from the Las Vegas shooting me
morial to Indianapolis and then finally 
to Los Angeles. That's not accounting 
for room and board, car rentals, tick
ets, security and anything else for 
Pence, his wife, and his entire team. 

Oh, but it's okay because Pence's 
office claimed they saved money on 
the layover in- Indianapolis. Not. 

If NFL players like Michael Ber 

net are protesting injustices that di
rectly relate to them without wasting 
taxpayer's dollars, shouldn't the pres
idential administration be held in the 
same regard? 

Protesting something just be
cause you don't like what someone 
else is protesting is absurd, and the 
fact that you waste money while do
ing it is ridiculous. Do it on your own 
time! Stick to politics! Sounds familiar 
right? 

Maybe instead of spending mon
ey that you didn't work for you should 
focus on something important, like 
your job. Your job as a vice president 
is to protect the people of this coun
try and make informed and educated 
decisions regarding all citizens of this 
country. If Pence and Trump want to 
"Make a America Great Again" so bad 
they should look at themselves first. 

Stop wasting our time and mon
ey and do your jobs. Maybe if they 
addressed the injustices in this world 
rather than play golf and participate in 
Twitter wars then there wouldn't be a 
need to kneel during the national an
them. 

People of color in this country 
deserve so much more than this and 
by spending our money on trivial and 
hypocritical things like PR stunts is a 
slap in the face to all of America. 

• ' 

To Carry, or Not to Carry 
Daric (Nottingham 
Managing Editor 

More and more there are cas
es of mass shootings in America that 
threaten the safety of many, but the 
big argument, "is it the gun or the per
son holding it?" This has led to one of 
the hottest political topics, Gun con
trol. Gun control focuses on the rights 
of civilians to purchase, transfer, man
ufacture, modify, or carry firearms. As 
a result of the recent mass shooting in 
Las Vegas, killing at least 58 people 
and more than 500 injured, review on 
gun control laws have been a discus
sion among many. 

A mass shooting at an Orlando 
gay nightclub killed 49 people and 
injured 58 a little over a year ago. 
This was only six months after a mass 
shooting in San Bernardino, Califor
nia killing 14 and injuring 22 civilians. 
With so much negativity attached to 
firearms it seems like the decision on 
gun control would be easy to make. 
However, there are two sides of the 
argument that must be considered 
first. 

Organizations such as the Na
tional Rifle Association (NRA) is a 
proud civilian rights organization that 
defends American's second amend
ment right. The second amendment 
states, "A well regulated Militia, be
ing necessary to the security of a free 
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State, the right of the people to keep 
and bear Arms, shall not be infringed." 
The NRA and many supporters of ci
vilian's rights to bear firearms believe 
that the regulation of guns infringe 
upon their constitutional right. Amer
ica holds a strong history of fighting 
for the inalienable rights of individu
als - despite the current state of the 
country - this remains true for many. 
The Republican party stands by this 
argument strongly as they deem it 
an invasion of privacy on honest cit

izens, but holds individuals account
able for violent or drug-related crimes 
involving firearms. Supporters of gun 
rights also believe citizens have a right 
to bear arms to protect their homes 
from invasion as a method of self-de
fense. This pro-gun rights ideology also 
believes it is citizens right to openly 
carry firearms in public settings as 
long as they have a license to carry. 

But what does this mean for the 
many other citizens who believe guns 
are the threat to many lives? These 

individuals, typically a part of the 
democratic party, are pro-gun con
trol. They believe regulations should 
be placed on how and who can get ac
cess to owning a firearm. With mass 
shootings like Las Vegas and those 
previously mentioned it easy to un
derstand why. The issue of safety is 
the biggest factor for wanting stricter 
regulations on firearms. It is safer to 
take extra precautions for the good of 
the many, than the ego of the few in 
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