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Hard Work, Sacrifice Leads to 
Educational Success 

.  yC .S .  Bev i l l  

When they started out as a 
young newly-wed couple in 
1946, they had no money, no 
security and few prospects — 
just dream and ambition. 
Thirty-seven years later, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Easley of 
Montgomery still don't have a 
great deal of money. Those 
dreams and ambitions, how
ever, have paid off in a record 
of parental achievement which 
can be matched by very few, 
regardless of their financial 
status. 

Visible proof of the Easley's 
success as parents are ten 
children — all with high --rhool 
diplomas, five with liege 
degrees, three with two or 
more years of college credit — 
and all sharing the firm 
conviction that their parents 
were the strongest educational 
motivators in their lives. 

Two of the Easley's ten 
children are graduates of 
Prairie View University. Eve
lyn Easley Ross, with a B. A. in 
Elementary Education, is 
currently a fifth-grade teacher 
in Magnolia, Texas. This 
spring, she will begin work on 
her Master's in Educational 
Counselling at Prairie View. 
Sandra Easley, who holds a B. 
S. In Business Administrator, 
is employed with the United 
States Customs Service in 
Houson as a Fines and 
Penalities specialist. Three 
more children, daughter Cher
ry Easley and sons Robert 
Lewis Easley, also attended 
P.V.U. 

Daughter Andrei Easley 
Stamps, an office manager for 
Eastern Oil Company, is a 
graduate of Massey Business 

College; two more daughters, 
Patricia Easley and Annette 
Easley, are graduate of Sam 
Houston State University in 
Huntsville. The two remaining 
sons, Clayton and Arnette 
Easley, are graduates of 
Montgomery High School. 

How the Easieys managed to 
bear the burden of raising and 
educating ten children is a 
lesson in patience and 
determination. From his earn
ings as a sawmill employee, 
Robert Easley managed to feed 
and clothe the family, buy a 
house, and still save money for 
the education which he and 
Mrs. Easley believed was 
all-importnat. Their self-sacri
fice and encouragement, 
according to Evelyn Easley 
Ross, was the dominant factor 
in the children's lives. 

"For as long as I can 
remember" she states, "my 
mom and dad have been a 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Easley of Montgomery, Texas. 

driving force when it came to 
education. We were encour
aged, persuaded, and some
times DRIVEN to achieve and 
excell, from grade school 
through college. Perhaps this 
was because my parents 
believed that education was 
truly the key to Black upward 
mobility. They had only a 
grade school education, and 
saw very clearly the limitations 
imposed by this. In any event, 

Pennywell Provides 
Veterans Day Address 

Colonel J. E. Pennywell 
provided the principal address 
at the Waller High School 
Veteran's Day Program on 
November 11, 1983. 

Colonel Pennywell is the 
Professor of Military Science 
at Prairie View A&M 
University. He is a veteran of 
more than 20 years of active 
duty with the U. S. Army. 

The PMS praised the 
hundreds of thousands of 
men and women who have 
made many personal sacrifices 
in an effort to defend our most 
precious commodity — FREE

DOM. Colonel Pennywell 
challenged the more than 600 
students present to do the 
same. 

During the program, the 
Pershing Rifle Drill Team 
saluted those who had served 
in the U. S. Armed Forces and 
Lt. Raymond Holley trum
peted "Taps" as a tribute to 
the veterans. The color guard 
also participated in the 
Veteran's Day Ceremony. 

The patriotic event was 
attended by approximately 700 
veterans, students, faculty and 
friends of the community. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
EMPLOYEES FEDERAL 

P. 0. BOX 2606 
PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS 77445 

A Service to The Prairie View Community for Over Forty Six Years 

NOW OFFERING 
Regular Share Accounts ($50.00 Minimum) 
Super Savings Certificate ($2,500 Minimum) 
30 Months Share Certificate ($1,000 Minimum) 

6 Months Money Market Certificate ($10,000 Minimum) 
New Individual Retirement Account (IRA) ($500 Minimum) 

OUR MOTTO: "Not for Profit 
Not for Charity 

But for Service" 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday 9:00 a.m to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 12 Noon 

PHONE: 409/857-4925 

409/857-4929 

OFFICE LOCATION: 104 F.M. 1098 
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I think that all of us agree that 
my parents were our greatest 
source of motivation and 
inspiration — and they 
ALWAYS WILL BE" 

In view of the Easieys' 
success in motivating and 
inspiring their children, Mrs. 
Ross' pride seems more than 
justified. 

Library — 
CONTINUED from Page I 

a private operating foundation 
established in 1959. The 
principal work of the Founda
tion is convening educational 
conferences at Wingspread. In 
addition, the Foundation has a 
modest program of publica
tions and produces three 
weekly public affairs radio 
series: "Conversations from 
Wingspread" the Peabody 
Award winning series now in it 
eleventh year of production; 
"Conversaciones desde Wings-
spread," recorded in Spanish, 
and "The Issue of Race;' 
produced for black Americans. 
The work of the Foundation is 
supported by income from 
endowments, and by contribu
tions from S. C. Johnson and 
Son, Inc. (The Johnson Wax 
Company) and by descendents 
of the founder. 

Dramatics — 
CONTINUED from Page I 

Cotton Club cast won for 
exceptional Musical Talent 
Award. 

Hattie Horn, drama major 
and journalism minor was the 
Critic Workshop Award win
ner and Terry Spivey, senior 
drama major and art minor 
won the Irene Ryan Award for 
Acting. Both Miss Horn and 
Mr. Spivey will perform in 
Regional Competition in Ft. 
Worth in January. 

Class of '53 Celebrates 
Thirtieth Reunion 

Christopher Sullivan not only 
to bless the food but for all of 
the blessings that had been 
bestowed upon each member 
of the group. Mr. Lee Van 
Richardson gave a beautiful 
welcome and greeting. 

Two agenda items were 
covered quickly and complete
ly. Mrs. Edna Joseph of 
Beaumont informed the group 
of the next annual meeting 
which will be held March 2-4, 
1984 at the Spindletop Hotel, 
Beaumont, Texas. A printed 
program of activities for the 
weekend meeting was pre
sented to the group. It was 
then suggested that the next 
annual meeting for 1985 be 
planned off the coast of the 
California waters and be 
hosted by Mr. J. Christopher 
Sullivan. This will be the 
Class's Second Cruise Semi-

PV AROTC — 
CONTINUED from Page 5 

Smith, Cpt. Sammson Walker, 
Cpt. Cecil Webster, Cpt. 
William Whiteside, Second Lt. 
Ann Thomas, Second Lt. 
Frank Thomas, Second Lt. 
Gayla Turner, Col. (Ret) 
Earnie Martin, Colorado 
Spring, CO, Major (Ret) Paul 
Rutledge, Second Lt. Kelvin 
Bush, Dr. Harold Bonner, Mr. 
Lincoln Catchings, Mr. Hulen 
Davis, Mr. Mark Degraves, 
Mr. Phillip Nickleberry. 

Traffic sign in front of a 
school: Drive Slowly. Some 
of Our Youngsters Are Not 
Angels and We Want to 
Keep Them That Way. 

— Valley Labor Citizen 

Some forty odd class of 
'53ers were on the "Hill" 
celebrating what they called 
"That Special Feeling . . . 
Love has Joined Us Together!' 
Effie Holloway Lathan came 
from as far as Anchorage, 
Alaska, while our Hollywood 
star, J. Christopher Sullivan 
flew in from California. 

Memorial Breakfast was 
held at La Place Restaurant in 
memory of Mr. H. T. Jones, 
class sponsor and all deceased 
class-members and their fami
lies. The Vice President of the 
Class, Mr. Horace Perkins, of 
Houston presided for this very 
warm, serious, yet pleasant 
occasion. 

A most delightful, well 
planned and thought-out oc
casion was presented by Mrs. 
Canary Bursey. Mrs. Bursey is 
the mother of Miss Trisha 
Bursey, Miss Prairie View, 
1982-83. 

A special prayer was given 
by The Reverend Bettie 
Kennedy, a new ordained 
minister of the group. 

Mrs. Gwendolyn Jones was 
presented with an azalea tree to 
add to the azalea bed made by 
members of the class of $53 in 
memory of Mr. Jones. This 
presentation was made by Mrs. 
Joyce Whiting of the Prairie 
View community. 

Mrs. Mamie Etta Goodman 
of Beaumont presented Mrs. 
Jones with the class cap and 
T-shirt and requested that she 
become the Honorary Sponsor 
for the class. 

Bettie Kennedy also pre
sented Mrs. Jones with an 
engraved silver tray thanking 
her for her letters and words of 
encouragement when things 
were down and not going just 
right. 

Mrs. Jones graciously ac
cepted all of the honors and 
gifts bestowed upon her. She, 
then, in a most eloquent way, 
told the class about the 
beautiful going home of Mr. 
Jones and how he still lives in 
each one of us. She expressed 
how Mr. Jones made a 
difference in each life that he 
touched. Mrs. Jones said that 
we must continue to carry on 
our work because he is 
represented in each one of our 
lives. 

It is hard to keep everyone 
together when they are at 
"Home" . . . therefore, some 
members are missing in the 
group picture. 

The class also held a Dinner 
Mini-Business Meeting imme
diately after the game at the 
Pecan Tree Restaurant in 
Waller, Texas. Mrs. March M. 
Tramble, president for the past 
five (5) years, presided over 
this meeting. A most gracious 
prayer was given by Mr. J. 

nar. 
Mr. Otis Tolbert, the 

Chairman of the nominating 
committee presented the class 
by-laws from the constitution 
on election of officers. The 
slate of new officers were 
presented by Mr. J. Christo
pher Sullivan, member of the 
nominating committee. The 
new officers were elected and 
installed as follows: Horace 
Perkins, President (5219 Grey-
log Drive, Houston, 77048); 
Edna Joseph, Vice President; 
Mamie Etta Goodman, Re
cording Secretary; Canary 
Bursey, Corresponding Secre
tary; Roosevelt Miles, Trea
surer; and Harold Taylor, 
Historian. The meeting was 
adjourned and the social hour 
began under the direction of 
Mr. Milton Whiting. 

Among the invited guests in 
attendance were: Dr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Cleaver and his sister, 
Mrs. Carnell Cleaver from 
California; Miss Dororth 
Burdine; Mrs. Carrie Bell 
Coss; Mrs. Bessie Thomas; 
Mrs. Gwendolyn Jones; 
spouses of class members and 
members and friends from 
other classes. 

The enternal flame located 
at the Centennial Entrance 
Plaza of the University was 
erected as a Silver Anniversary 
gift to the University. The 
official dedication ceremony 
has been held and the flam is 
now an official part of the 
Entrance Plaza under the 
supervision of the Physical 
Plant Planning and Engineer
ing Department. 

This beautiful flame, in 
connection with the Texas 
H i s t o r i c a l  C o m m i s s i o n  
Marker, representing the Black 
Historical University is still 
burning in the hearts of the 
members of the Class of '53 
and those teacher who taught 
them well! 

Repka's Hardware & Service 
SALES AND SERVICE ON HOTPOINT  

MAYTAG 
CARRIER 

Oument: eutd "Setttf 'Refz&a, 

719 12th Street 
Hempstead, Texas 77445 
(409) 826-2424 

BUSINESS HOURS: 
7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 

7:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 

Saturday 


