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INTRODUCi'IO 

The past tew yeara hav forcetully demonstrated the par­

amount importance ot griculture as a phase of our national 

life. The tact that the farmer teed the world makes agri­

culture basic to the existence of th human race. 

The following eta tement by Oox and Jackson further 

elucidates the po1nta1 

We are the :f"ortun te possessor of over 610,000,-
000 acres ot tilled or tillable soil avail bl for 
growing the crops and livestock that feed and clothes 
the nation, provide raw materi ls for manutaoture, and 
suppl,- export demands. 

The possession of this magnificent herit e, although 

assuring us of national prosperity, carries, with it a 

direct obligation to coneerve, and. if po a1ble, to improve 

the land. 

It 1a, therefore, apparent that our tanning practices 

be adjusted to protect oUJt basic heritage. 

St tement 9t Problem 

Wh t are the tactora influencing systems of farming? 

_P_r_o~b.l;;;;;;;. .... Anal...::.:::..1I.•.::i,_91 The problem. or this study enoo.mpassea 

several interrelated aspects: 

1 
Cox, Joseph F, and Jackson, Lyman E., Crop ana5ement 

and Soil Oon ervation, p. 1. 
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Souro 

The dat for this study were obtained from two source i 

1. est1onna1re responses from the tanner who con-

stituted the population of th1 study. 

2. Documentary aterials from review of related 

liter tu.re. 

Li t1on and D limitation of the tudz 

Limitation. Th re is one basic limit tion to this study. 

oh of the data were obtained fro questionn 1re response. 

Reaponaee to questionnaire can only be consider d as the 

written te timony of the r pondent and wer not nece sarily 

true 1n terms of th ir functioning beliefs and opinion. 

Hence, th I'e pon$ea rep:resent only the t ted beliefs and 

opinion ot the ~eapondents. 

Delimitation. The study ineluded only fifty farmers 

and not all of the farm r in Caldwell County. 

aterial 

Two procedures w r used in this study by the writer to 

soertain the tacts concerning the sy te s of farming uaed 

in Oaldwell Oounty. The d ta were obtained through (1) a 

review of pertinent literature, and (2) by const ucting 

questionnaire. 

The writer found considerable reference material rela• 

t1ve to ystems of farmin. The 11teratur cited ill serve 

as a 0 tr e of refer nee," giving th point or view ot many 
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authorities within this field. 

4 seoo~d technique used in this study w e the f'ormu­

lat1on and administration of a questionnaire. A question­

naire w desi ned to dete ino th ext nt to which home and 

family life, .f land, enterprises and machinery were 

related to aystema of £arming in uae. 

The preliminary form of the questionnaire w 

mittod to the faculty dvisor for h1 analysis, 

and reaction. 

sub-

est1ons, 

Th questionnaire was then dm1 iatered to fifty farmers 

of Caldwell County. 

This instrument constituted the following area hioh 

are a part of this tudyi (1) home and family 11:fe, (2) 

farm land, (3) enterprises, and (4) ma.oh1necy. 

Hom 
1
and Family Life. Standards of living constit te 

an organic whole, touching ever pha e of lif or the indi­

vidual, the family of tho group as the oaso y be. This 

includes the sort of hou e lived in, and other elements 

r lating to the more phy ionl pha e of living. 

The •ho e and t ily 11fe 11 seotion of the questionnaire 

1 concerned with the number inf ly, whether or not the 

family 1s farm owner, size of r rm, number of acres 1n 

cultiv tion, and other information of m-aotical value. 

Farm Land. Land utilized for gricultural production 

require some type of treatment to keep it in fit echan1-
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cal condition. Often merA culti ation of the top soil is not 

au.tf1c1ant and must be suppl mented by other basic practice 

it optimum returns e to be aee'lll'ed. 

This eotion of the tudy seeks to determine the texture 

and typ of so!l; the number of acres 1n cultivation and the 

soil cons rvation practices in use. 

Bnterpt-iaes. Author! ties g nerally agree, th t farmer 

need re tandard enterprise combin tions which are appli• 

cable to th~ir conditions nd to their own resourcesJ that 

is, combinations set up ao that they can aee ho the various 

enterprises fit tog ther, hat will be the probab1 financial 

r sults, an ho changes oan be made and the ne combinations 

put into practice. 

This section of the questionnaire seeks to find the dif~ 

ferent enter,,rises the .farmers have, and maybe, how how 

standard oombin tions y b developed and used by f rmera in 

improving the organization of their t-arma. 

achinerz. Maehiner has been u ed exolua1vely in th 

production of cr()ps tor many years, The size of the ta.rm and 

crop entel'J)r1aes determ1ne the typ ot machinery to be used. 

Orops that utilize the machinery to the f'u.lle t extent usual­

ly hould b the ones grown. 

This section of the quest1onn ire seeks to find out the 

differ nt typ a of machinery used on o ch farm . 
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CHAPTER II 

The purpo e of this chapter is to present related liter .. 

ature pertaining to the following subject areas: (l) The 

home and family life and farming aystemtJ (2) Farm land and 

farming ay temsJ (3) nterpriaes nd farming systemsJ and 

(4) PtU'Dl machinery and farming syste 

Home and Pa.m112 t1:re 

• 

Every home, no tter how simple. holds a place in the 

hearts and memor1 a of the family members even at'ter they 

are grown up, It 1 ho ed th t this study might sho the 

importance ot home and family li.fe among the rural opula .. 

tion o.f Caldwell County. 

Wlt a ya th t, "A farm is any unit o.f land op rated by 

a farmer 1th his own labor, family labor., and hired labor, "2 

When selecting a farm extreme oar should be exercised 

in making a choice. Many farmers make only one such pur­

chase in a life time. It a poor farm is selected, the farm­

er is handicapped from the beginning. 

Hunt further asserts; 

f rmer•s chance for profits enjoyment of life 

2Hunt, Robert L., Parm Management In The South, The 
Interstat Printers and fiubI1shers, Banvi!!, Illinois, 
1942, P• 547. 



7 

is tied up 1n a tarm, beoau e farming is a way ot life 
as well as a bu inesa. The remark is sometimes heard 
that part icular rarm is a good farm but a poor plac 
to live. A good t1nanci lb rga1n, therefore, may turn 
into ra1lur e if the enjo ent of 11f 1s po1! d by 
living constantly under und sir bl condi~ions. 

s:n.y 1ter on rar tenancy conve th impression that 

farm tenancy 1s an unmigated evil. 

1lson Gee refutes th1a attitude in the following 11st 

of dvant gea 1n the inst1 tution ot farm tenancy: 

Tenancy 1e a stepping stone to independent owner­
operatorship. 
In ome 1nstanoes to rent farm is ore d irable 
than to buy it. 
Tenancy enables the prospective farmer safely to 
determ.tne wheth r farming is an occupation in whidl 
he may happily spend h1s lite~ and also to test 
whether or not a pa.rticul r !'arm 1s the on which he 
should buy. 
Tenancy provides greater mobility of pop lat1on, 
which among a high grade t nant class as in the 
est, really fune~ions a a mitigant of provinoial-

1 and locali .4 

Even though disadvantages of farm tenancy are numerous, 

and are most apparent in the community where tenancy is most 

prevalent, a farmer might consider tenancy not as an evil 

but a a stepping stone toward la.nd ownership. 

hether or not a farmer is a land owner or tenant, his 

family 1a of primary importance. 

3l'b1d., P• 235 

4
Gee, 1lson, ..... ~~"""!T;;.;,;,,;;~--~~--~l"P"'li,....~--..... ~ .... • The 

Macmillan Co pany, 20. 
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The importance or the family as a sooi l unit and the 

role of the famil in determining the character and structure 

of society are recognized by laymen today. 

· ether the household group has lost in holo or in part 

many eoonomio and industrial ot1vities has inor sed th 

family' social importance. The family provides most of the . 
intimate and influential relationships betw en pe sons. 

ether the scene is harmonious cooperative or discordant, 

the family group is of b sic importance in the structure of 

society. 

K. c. Elmer briefly discussed three aspects of the 

(1) Reproduction, (2) Nurture of ehildran, and 
(3) utual sytipathetio understanding helpfulness. 
The as ects b1oh h v been everywher recognized are 
r production and the nurture o~ children. The third 
aspect of famil lif, mutual syip.pathetic under tanding 
and helptulness is neces ary 1n order tom~ t the payohio 
needs of the individual, and of the group.~ 

'l'here appears to be a necessity for provi ion of 

opportunity .for working together 1n such tasks as are nec­

essary- for physical existence. 

Farm Land 

There are good farms and poor .fal"ma. Some have aoila 

that respond generously to good t rm practices while others 

5-:1mer, • c., Tb c10105 of tho amilz, 
Company, e York, Hew Yori, l9 , p. 34. inn and 
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have poor soils that re.f'Use to be coaxed into giving generous 

yields regardl ss of the practices used. 

Land diff rs in degree of effici ncy the same as plants 

and animal• 

ment: 

Hunt elucidates the point .further 1n the folloJing st t • 

The type of ao11s, subsoils, fertility, and general 
condition should be noted. A 011 auger or a common 
post hole digger can be sued to exam.in the depth o:r 
the top soil and the nature of the subsoil. Records 
or yields should be carefully checked. The effect of 
differ nces in soil characteristics on drainage is so 
pronounced as to render a proper pr sent tion of the 
subject impos 1blo Ghout a review of the mor impor• 
tant soil proport1e • 

A classification of soils aoeording to their origin and 

from a drainage ata.ndpoint rare suggested in five general 

group by yers and coates as follows: 

(1) Residu 1, (2) Glaci 11 (3) Alluvial, (4) Oumu­
lose, and (5) rine, The r•esidual soils ro thos 
which have usually been formed by the eathering and 
di integration of n tive rooks 1n place. The glacial 
till soils are charaot riz d, 1n th ma.in as heavy 
clay or clay loam$ due to the tremendous grinding 
force that ha produced them. As the name implies, 
alluvial soils o e the1~ origin to the eroding and 
transporting capacity of water. CumulQse soil are 
those formed by the process of slow oxidation of 
or anic matter under ater. ,arine soil 1s derived 
from the older residual types to the est and 4orth 
and has originated partly by a vast uDhe val in aome 
prehistoric time, of the ocean's bed.7 

6Hunt, op. eit., P• 111. 

7Ayer, Claude Quincy and Daniel Seo toa, Land Dra1~ 
and Reclamation, KcGraw-Hill Book Oompany, e York, New 
York, i9j9, PP• 108, 111. 



arm Ent~;r:;;rise 

Hunt defines farm enterpri es as tany crop, kind of 

live tock, manu.fao 017 process, or distinct part of the 

tat1tt bu 1n ss as a whole • •8 

10 

Every farmer has his own ind1v1dual proble or eelect• 

ach 1nd1 vidual f al'ln 1a tho place 

wh re the several agricultural pra.ctieea come tog thor 1n 

one pattern and th re 1 no one 'best pattern that fits all 

farms alike. Success depends upon th f l'ltler1 s ab111 ty to 

tit the several enterpri es together and keep them in proper 

~•lationsbip to on another as economic cond1t1oru, change . 

Sino moat ~ rmera h v at least three enterpris s- the 

writer deeJU it important to disouse tbree co on enterprisee; 

Orop, livestock and poultry. 

CroE ~tera,ri~e~ 

The chief objective in planning a f r.iu lr..isiness is to 

aecure the greatest po s1ble r turns from tho resources avail• 

ble • 1'1ann1ng is concerned both with physical and economic 

production+ In a physical s&nsej, planning means adoption or 
plants that will grow well on the ferm~ ln eoonom.ic plann.1.ngi 

one must not only select plante that will do well on the tarmi 

but must also choose them on the basis or market demand ~ 

Climate and weather are decisive factors in th d velop­

ment or plants~ Temperature; mo1stu.re 1 and Sl.Ullight a~ 

three climatic factors holding mot power ove~ plant~ 
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The type and fertility of the soil are important factors 

in plant production, 

In determining the crop interest which a.re to ngage 

the attention of the farmer, it is well to keep 1n mind th t 

the s veral lines of production v r,y in demands u on the 

re ource of tho farmer. Different farming interests v1-

denoe a complimentary relationship, as in the case of crops 

and livestock. 

Wal'ren points out that divers1f1oat1on of into & t on 

a farm is advantageous because: 

(1) It makes possible the rotation of crop. 
(2) Diversified far.ming reduces the risk of total 
f ilure. (3) It distributes th income throughout 
the year, and (~) Diversified farming usually ~o­
vides a better distribution of 1 bor demands through­
out the year.9 

Gee a erta .further th t: 

The objective which ev ry tannQr ould str1 e tor 
1e that of the most complete a.nd effeotive utilization 
or all hia resourcea--land, labor, capital and mans.ge­
m nt-•in order to achieve a maximization or his net 
prof1ts.10 

Livestock 

011mate arrecta animals into ways-~1nd1reotly through 

its influence on quantity and quality or plants uaed as feed, 

9 Warren, o. P. and P.A. Pearson, The A5ricul 
Situation, John Wiley and Sona, Inc., New York. Ne 
1924, P• 107~109. 

lO 
Gee, op, o1t • ., P• 54. 

a.1 
York,. 
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and directly by its influence upon production and gro th of 

an:lmals. 

Kost breeds of liveatook originated on othor continents 

and ere import d into th1e country a tated by Hunt, He 

further opines that, •1mportation and adaptation have gone 

on for several c nturiea and tlutough a process of trial and 

error, adjustments of types anq breeds to our var•ious cli­

matic conditions h ve been made. Experiments are continuing, 

however, and ne types and breeds may b developed that will 

be better ad pted than the present types."11 

Care should be exeroiaed 1n selecting animals for a 

region. The farmers should select animal ent rprises that 

will thrive well in their locations, and that will sat1sty 

market demands, 

Poultrz 

Poultry appears to hold a unique p ao a.~ong farm 

enterprises. 

Hunt asserted that, "a small flock of hens pro uo more 

profit for the cot than doe any other enterpris on the 

fariu, nl2 

flock or 25 hen ill furnish a valuable addition to 

the daily food supply. A slightly larger rlock will give 

ome income for spending money or ro~ the purchase ot 

11nunt, op. cit., p. 109.110. 
12 

Ibid., P• 542. 



13 

groc r 1 s. flock o 10 hens will go long way toward 

paying or product not gro on the :farm, 

Sinoe poultry does not r q•ire a 1 or expensive equip-

ment, and food can be easily grown, 

be dona on a profitable basis. 

ultry production can 

Turkeys shou1d bo dded whenever the farm .furnishes the 

proper range conditions. A small flock of turkeys requires 

very little xpen e £or teede s they fora e £or in eets 

almost constantly during thei~ growing period. 

armers can ua a8r 1cultural ageno1e to .furni sh instruc-

tiona aa to aupplomentin the feeds grown on the t to make 

a balanced ration for poultryJ thereby 1d~ng 1n making poul• 

try ra.tsing a profitable enterprise. 

Farm chine;:J 

Since this 1s an e or machiner on the f rm and 

machinery makes it possible for fewer tamers to produce more, 

it 1s neces ry for the f mer to b ome acquainted with 

machinery,. 

Bunt st t es that,qthe ta.rmer•a problem is ~o know how 

to select equipm nt euited to his aoila, topography and crops. 

Money to purchase equipment, of course, 1 also important. 

The main problem, however, is to select the most etf1c1 nt 

machines for hie ne ."1.3 



Partners now have a variety of farm aohinery from which 

to selects cultivators drawn by one horse or mule to six­

row trao or drawn cultivators; mo ing m chins; h y b~lors, 

planters, wagons, trucks and many other typ s or implements 

needed on farms. 

It is deemed 1 portant b som authorities that the 

farmer become cognizant of the effioi ncy differences in 

implements. A farm r on a given farm will find one t yp of 

plow more efficient than other plows. It is highly impor­

tant to discov r thea ifterenees in efficiency before 

making a purchase s it is to use care in oleoting the 

variety or crops. 

Summarz 
In summarising what the literature has obviously 

1ndic ted, it seems sat'e to 11st these factors: 

1. Home and family life is greatl influenced by the 

sy tem of f s.rming 1n us • 

2. Every ho e holds a plac in the he t o t f ly. 

3. 1'hs:i. rarm land fects the system of f ... ing. 

4. That farm enter rises should bes l cted to utilize 

all of the rar er•a resource --land, labor, capital 

and management. 

5. !£hat the rarmer a_o l s l ct the most fficient 

machinaa for his needs. 



CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS OF STUDY 

The pUI'po e of this chapter was to obtain as much infor­

m tion as po a1ble on the ystem of farming used by some ot 

th farmers 1n Caldwell County. 

The writer constructed a quest1onna1re to b adminis­

tered to fifty farm.era in Cald ell Oounty. It purpose a 

to determine th relationahip of home and ramily life, farm 

land, enterprises and f rm machinery and the .farming ystema 

in uae. 

Boe and, P ill Lit~ 

The first que tion on the qu ationnaire we p rtaining 

to .family a1ze and child d1etr1but1on. T ble one reveals 

that twenty-seven or 54 per cent of the families in this 

study h d a total of one to five membersJ twenty or ~O per 

cent had from six to ten membersJ and three or 6 per cent 

had a total of eleven or more members ., 

able l , Family Size of Fifty Ne o Parm.ere in Cald ell 
County, Texas 

Total Number of ember& in F41llily Number Per Oent 

l to 5 27 ~ 6 to 10 20 
ll or More 3 6 

1'otal 50 100 
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Child distribution of the&e fifty farmers as shown in 

table 2 rev als that there wer a total of eventy-four 

children. • Forty-six or 62.1 per cent were boys and t enty• 

eight or 37•9 per cent were girls. 

The 62.1 per cent boys 1nd1oated th t tutu.re farm work 

can be carried onJ and hould be planned for by the p rents. 

Table 2. Child Distribution ot Fifty Negro 
Farmers In Caldwell Oounty, Texa 

Number or Fanu.lie Boy Girle Total 

3 l 0 l 

: l l 2 
l 2 

' 1 l ,3 
5 2 l 3 

s 2 2 tt l 3 l · 
3 .3 2 s 
2 ·i 4- 7 
2 l 5 

3 tt 2 6 
l 4 8 
l 5 0 5 
1 5 3 8 

i 7 2 9 
0 0 0 

Total 50 4-6 28 74-

estion 2 requested: Q.Are you a farm owner or tenant?• 

Table 3 revealB that thirty-eight or 76 per cent of the 

farmers were land owners,. There er 12 or 24 per cent 

tenant• 
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Table .3. Number and Per Cent of Parm Owners and Tenants, 
e.nd Size of Respectiv Farms 

N ber Number 
Size of o'i: F rm Per Siz of of Per 
Farm Owned Owners Cent Parm Rented. Tenants Cent 

1 - 5 Aores 1 2 1- 5 eras 0 0 
6 .. 10 " 1 2 6 ... 10 II 1 2 

11- 25 n 5 10 11 .. 25 u 2 i 26- 50 7 Mt 26- 50 It 3 
51- l 0 u 17 51-100 If 3 6 

101- up fl 7 14 101-.up " 3 6 

Total 38 76 To ,al 12 24 

Table~ 1nd1c tes that the land owners and t enants were 

in possession of 3,968 acres of land . Of th is number,2,435 

or 61.3 per cent ores iere in cultivation. 1 e mean number 

of acres per farm as 79 .3. 

Tabl e 4. Number, Per Cent, and Mean Acres Owned, Rented and 
1n Oul ti va. ti on 

Land Owne_s 
and 
Tenants 

50 

Total Number 
of Aer 
Owned and 
ented 

Total 1ilmber 
of Acres in 
Cultivation 

2,435 

Fr Cent ean Num­
of ¢res bcrs of 
in Cul Acre Per 
tiv tion Farm 

The next quest ons pertaining to the home sought to 

determine the number ot years the farmers had rewidod on 

their respective farms; and the size of their farm homes . 

Further 1nform.at1on was sought to determine the odern 



conveniences us by these farmers. 

The responses to these questions are revealed in 

tables 5, 6, and 7. 

18 

Table 5 showed that five or 10 per cent or the farmers 

had resided on their farms from Oto 50 years, leven or 22 

per cent had been f rm residents from 6 to 10 years. Twenty"!" 

two or 44 per cent had resided on th ir r rms fro 11 to 20 

years. ielve or 21.t- per cent had been farm residents for 

more than 21 ye r•~ 

Table 5. Number and Per Oent of Years the Fifty 
Parm.c,r Hav Lived on Parm 

Number ot Y o.rs Numbex- of Fer 
on Fa.rm Farm.era Cent 

0 - 5 5 lO 
6 - 10 11 22 

11 - 20 22 t 21 • or 14or 12 

Total 50 100 

Mlal:yais o-r the size of tho farm ho ee rev&a1ed that 

12 farmer h d ro r roo ho SJ 24 d five roomsJ 9 ha 

6 rooms, and 5 had 7 room, Of the 50 far homes r ported 

the mean number of rooms pr home as 5.1. (Table 6). 

Analysis of the number of homes having modern conven­

iences s..~owed that a number of conveniences were utilized 

b7 the rarm.ers. (Table 7). 
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abl.e 6. Size or Jlarll Homea 

Nwnber of Dumber of Mean Number or 
ooms • o◊ms Po Hoe 

i 12 4 , l b 
7 7 

Total 50 5 .. 1 

Table 7. Number and Per Oent ot Homes Havtng 
deNl Oonveniences 

Number or Per Oent 
Items ned Homes of Homs 

Electricity 4.3 86 
Gs 3 6 
Running Water 3 6 
Sewage 1 2 
Telephone i 6 
Radio 34 76 
Telev1 ion 8 
Washing Ma.chines 9 18 
Deep Freeze 2 6tt Refrigerator 32 
llisoellaneoul:J so 100 

Forty-three homes had electr1o1tyJ 3 had gas, rw.ming 

ater~ and telephones Onl one h d $e age. Even though 

only tour homes owned televieion-•37 ot them owned radio• 



There ere 9 ho owned ,ashing nuchin s . Only t o owned 

do p :f'reezea--howevor, 32 owne refrigora ors . The fifty 

farm rs in th1 study reported m.1scellan ou items such as 

electric ron, fans, foo mixers, t cet r . 

ru.-m land as con ide.ed ne..~t on e questionnaire . 

Tb.is section so o find th typ of soil ch !'armJ 

number of cres 1n cultivat1onJ and soil conservation 

practices u ed by the fifty Negro t rmo s of 0ald1ell 

County. 
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The farmer reported heavy lo , sandy loam, d black 

land . 

A pr viou table shows that of the 3,968 acres ot land 

owned and rented, there wore 2,435 cres in cultivation. 

Table 8 aha a the conservation practic s used b the 

farmers . '.ib.irty-one farmers us rotation, 27 use strip• 

cropJ 34 make use of terr cesJ thirty- seven grow cover 

crops, and 14 of them do contour fa.I'.l'lling tt 

Table 8. Conservation Pr ctices of th P rmers 

Co 1serv tion umber of armer Per Gent 
Practices u ing of Farmers 

Rotation 31 62 
Strip Orop 27 ~ Te~aoing .31~ 
Cover Orope N 1% Contour F rming 
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Enterprises were oons1dered next of the questionnaire. 

The m jor crops grown by the :farmers in this study are 

shown in table 9 .. 

Thirty-eight tarmers grow cotton; 17 grow peanutsJ 21 

grow hay and 35 of them grow corn.. Potatoes wore grown by 

18 of the farmer; and watermelons ero gro n by 26. elve 

farmers row tomatoes, 21 gro peas, cmd cane is gro m by 5,. 

All of the farmers r ported veg table gardens and fruit 

tree•• These are grown on a small scale, and preserved or 

sold. 

Table 9. Crops Grown by the F rs 

Crops 

Ootton 
Peanuts 
Hay 
Corn 
fotatoea 
Waterm lona 
Tomatoes 
Peae 
Oane 

Number of Farmers 
Raising Crops 

,38 
17 
21 
35 
18 
26 
12 
21 
5 

Tabl 10 was made from the ans r to qu ation p rta1n-

1ng to 11vestQo enterpri es of the fifty farmer 1n this 

study, The qu ations ere number and kind of liv stock, 

number soldJ weight averageJ approxim te income trom sales. 

It was revealed th tall 50 or 100 per cent of the 
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farmers owned~ beef and dairy cows. Two-hundred•t enty 

cows were sold last year, Th mean gross income from sales 

was ·330 .00. 

Thirty-nine i'armers own 251 a ine. The mean number of 

head per f ily 6.6. None was sold. 

Only four farmers grow sheep, These four farmers own 

231 heep. Non was eold. Thirty-two tarmera owned 100 

hors and mules. The mean number ot he d per family w s 31. 

Table 10. Number, Per Oent. Mean Produot1on, S es, ee.n 
Grose Income, and Animal Unite Per Farm Reporting 

ean 
Pr lumber Kean Gross 

Bwubel' Ont ot ber Income 
of or Animal ot Number From 

List ot Parm$ ll""'ID.S Unita Heads Sold Sales 
:Live- Report- tteport-- R port- Per Last Per 
a ock 1ng ing ed ly Year Parm 

Beet an 
Dairy 
Gowa 50 100 ~ 10.a 220 330.00 

Swine 39 78 251 6.6 - -
Sheep 4 .a 231 57.7 - .,. 

Horaea 
and 
lhllea 32 68 100 3.1 - .,. 

Poultry was considered next on the qu tionn ire, Th 

qu at1ons were pertaining to number off mol's rtd ing 

poultryJ th poultry houses d number of eggs old last 
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y ar. It was discovered that 39 farmers grew chickens, 14-
grew turkeys. Two farmers grew none. 

Table 11 shows the number and condit on 01' the poultry 

houses. 

Table 11. Poultry Hou es 

Total 
umber 

Total 
Number o:f 
Farmers 
Having No 
Poultry Number 
Hou ea Eicellent 

Bumbei- Numbe~ Number of Grand 
Good Fair Poop Houses Total. 

2 13 19 ll 50 

The fal'mors reported selling eggs are hown in table 12, 

Table 12 Eggs Sales of the Fifty Farmers 

llumber of 
:farmers 

Number of Dozen Selling 
Eggs · Sold Eggs 

l- 25 
26- 50 
51-100 

101- up 

'l'otal 

12 
8 
2 
3 

Number of 
Farmers 
Who Grew 
Poultry but 
Sold o 
Egge 

23 

Number of 
Parm rs 
Who Grew 

o Poult17 

Total 
F rmers 
in 
Study 

This a otion of the questionnaire sought to determine 



the number of farm.er owning m ohin ry for farming. 

Analysis of thia eotion reve 1 d th tall of the farm~ 

era pos ssed om farm implements, and some or them poss ss­

ed truoks or automobiles or both. The condition of the 

machinery as given by the respondent ranged from t 1r to 

goodJ with an stim t d total value of 56,437.75. 

Table 13 shows the number of farmers owning implements 

or machinery and the kind owned. Th wer 26 agona, 24 
trucks, 27 automobiles, 27 tractor, 10 stalk cutters, 37 

cultivators, 5 mo er• 37 planters, 44 turning plows, 30 

harrows and 2 sprayers. 

T ble 13 • Parm ch1nery - Numbor ot arme Owning 
Machinery and .Kind of Macbine.y Own d 

umber ot P rs 
Owning chinery 

26 
24 
27 
27 
10 
37 
5 

~ 
2 

30 
50 

Summary 
1
ot Find~ng! 

Name ot Artiol Own d 

on 
Truok 
Tractor 
Automobile 
Stalk Cutte:r 
Oultiv tor 
Mowex-
Pl ter 
Turning Plow 
SprayoI' 
Harrows 
Mi cellaneoua 

An analysia of the results of th study of the farming 
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s1stems of fifty farmers 1n Oaldwell County$ Texas, has b en 

mad$• The follo ing f ctors influencing farming 1n Caldwell 

Oounty were• 

F'e.m1ly Life and Syetem of Farm.!A5 

A. or the SO fumera studied a a group, .family status 

was homosenous, in that 11 of thom ere parents. 

B. 1:1:hore Yiere 711- ohildll nl 62.l p 1,. ce t boy s and 

37.9 per cent girl• 

O. Tbera were thirty-eight land O\tn rs 

tenants. 

d twelve 

D. The land owners and tenants were 1n possession of 

3,968 acr s of land; 61.3 per cent of tho land was 

E,. 

1n oult1vatlon. 

The mean number of o~es p r r r 

Tho mean number of roo s por house 

Porty-four per cent of th ta.rm rs 

as 79, • 

as 5.1. 

d r o ided on 

their far.ma fro 11 tf 20 y arsf and 24 per cent 

had resided there for moro than 21 yee.rs • 

H. AJ.l o:f' the homes had so:rno moda:i:-n convoni noEH!• 

.01;i., 8!1.4 .sxs.~~m ... of' • .Fa~ns 

A. 1'h ·typ s of soil ere heavy loam, sandy loam, and 

black land• 

B. Th conservation p~acticea in use were rotation, 

st:rip,,.oropping, terracing. cover crops and contoui­

t rm1ng. 



c. The majority ot farmers gro cover oropsJ d 

contour rarming was usecl. least. 

Ent rprise and 7stem of Farming 

A. The major crops grown are cotton and corn. 

B. Cane wa 1 ast on the list of orop enterprises. 

c. Allot the .:rar.aiera grew beet and dairy cows. 

D. 'l'he mean number of cows 8r .farmer was 10.8. 

• t'b1rty-nL.""l tarmers rai e s ine • 

'lhe mean n ber of swine per family 1s 6 6. 

Only 4 farmers grew sheep. 

H. Forty-eight rarmer grew poultry. 

Parm .Maohineq and the System of Farming 

A. Parm machinery appeared to be dequate. 

B. Farm ch1nery had an estimated valu tion of 

56,437.75, 
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OHAPTER IV 

SUJWARY 

To secure data ~or this stud1, a questionnaire was con­

atruoted and adm1n1 t red to fifty 1"armera of Caldwell Count1, 

Te.xa • 

The d ta obtained from the respondents were used to 

determine the factor influencing syatema of farming. The 

problem of th1 ~tudy encompassed several inter -related 

aspectss 

l. To discover, if any, the relation between ho and 

ta.mily life and tho system of .t rm1ng. 

2. o diaoov r, if any, the rel t1on bet, en fur:rn l nd 

and the ystem of farming. 

3. o di cover, if any between i'arm enterpri e and the 

a7stem of .tarming. 

~. To discover, if any, the relation bet een machinery 

and system of i"arming. 

The 1n1'orma.t1on and data obtained fro these farmers 

provided partial anawev• to the b sic problems of this study, 

P1nd1p..sa 

The rela~1o~h1p between home, and family life and the 

.u:stem of farm1Ps• 

l. The .fit'ty farmers family ate.tu.a was homogenous in 



that a11 o.f them were parents. 

2. There were 74 children, 62.1 per oent were boys • 

.3 . Land owners exceeded t nant in number by 52 per 

cent .. 

4,. The .farmers were in poss saion of 3,968 acres ot 
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landJ 61 . 3 per cent ot the land was in cultivation. 

5. The mean number of acres per tarm was 79 .3. 

6. The mean number o.f rooms per houso wa S-1• 
7. Most of the ~armers had re 1ded on their respective 

fal'"Dis for a numb r of years . 

8 . All of the homes had some lJlOdern convenience • 

The relat1oqsh1p between ra,m land and sz tam or 
; ; $ ( 

t rmi~. 

1 . The tJ'l)es of soil ere heavy loam, sandy loam, and 

black land. 

2 . The con ervation practices in use were rotation, 

atr1p- erops, terracing, oov r crops and oonto~ 

farming ,. 

J . The majority of farmers used cover orops as oon ... 

aervation practice, contour rarming was ~sed least. 

The :rel~tionab1:R ,'b!tlre9n _enternrises 8fl4. the szste," ~.f 

f' armi9;S. 

1. The major crops grown were cotton and oorn. 

2. Cane was least on the 11st 0£ orop ente~prises . 

J . 411 of the tarmers grew beef and dairy¢ ttle . 
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4. 'l'he mean number or cows per family was 10.a. 
5. 'l.'wo-hundr d twenty co 1 er sold last year at a 

mean gros income of ·330 .00. 

6. 'l'hirty ... nine .farmers own 251 swine; none was sold. 

7. The mean number of swine w 6.6 .. 

8. Only four :farm rs grtw heepJ none as sold. 

9. Horses and mules were own d by thirty-two rarmers. 

10 • Forty-eight o:f th fifty farmer grew poultry, 

11. Twenty-fiv f rm rs sold fro one to more than on 

hundred dozen ot eggs last year . 

'the relatiopship b n faPm machinery and the systell¼ 

s,r .far n5 

1. Farm. machinery appeared to be adequate. 

2. ost o.f the !'armer u ed tr -ctors instead of "horse 

a.nd- plow« methods. 

3. Farm machinery had an stimate valuation of 

56,437.75. 

ons 

Th findings, as re ult o tho analysis or tho data 

obt ined from this study h ve b en presented and th rollo -

1ng recomme~dations ar proposed to remedy the 1nadequecie 

as are found on the fifty f rme. 

1. That additional research be extend din a problel'll 

similar to tho one investigated by the writer in 

wh1ch a larger sample 1s used . 
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2. Th ta county-wide soil building pro ~a.:n and crop 

re due management be 1nst1 ate~ . 

3. That stronger father-son-ta.rm relationship be 

de eloped to encourage boys to remin on farms. 

4. That s1m lified stem or record le aping be insti­

gated in order to determine crops of economic worth. 

S, 41ha.t a periodic "maintenance school" on car- of 

farm implement be h ld. 

6. That improved practices in oil conservatio~ be used . 

7. That coordinated efrorts of all agrioultural agencies 

be utilized. 
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Appendix 



QUESTIONNAIRE 

To: Fifty g o ar r of Caldwell County 

Fro : 

PurpoeJe• 

Grover c. Byrd 

o 1 in thcring data for a study or th 

Farming y c _:3 of F t... Negro F m rs in 

Oaldwell County, Texas. 

'he information ,.v on this questtionaire will 

be kept con~idential. 

l. Home and ly Life 

• F ly 

1. - b • i 11y "fen --------- -----omen _______ Bo s _____ Girls ______ _ 

• Home: 

Are you r·rm on~~? Ye o ---- -----
Are you a. tenant? Yes _____ No ____ _ 

Nt.un'ber of 3. re owned ____ Rented _____ _ 

ber ot year of fa.rm -------
Built by family _____ Hired Labor ____ _ 

Number of Rooms Telephone ------ -----
L st Painted Refrigerator ------
Ser ens Steps Out of oor toilet ____ .,...._ ,..___ ·----
Se age_..,._. ___ ,,__,,_ ater Syst--.,......,.....,......,. _ __,., __ _ 

Fuel: Oas ood ~azines ----- ------
Pi Radio T levision ----
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0thera;..... _______________ -----

II. P rm Land 

1. Texture and type of so11 ___________ _ 

2. Jh.unber of acres in cultivation? 

3. What oil conservation practioes do you use? 

1. 2. 

3. 4, 
5. 6. 

7. a. 
9. 10. 

III. Enterprises 

A. 0ropa 

List the crops raised each year 

1. 2. 

3. 4. 
s. 6. 

7. a. 
9. 10. 

Liat the livestock enterprises !'or each year 
1, _____________ 2. ________ _ 

3. ________________ 4,_. ________ ......., 

5. 6. ----------1. a. _________ _ 
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9. ___________ 10. _________ _ 

W~1ght Average......, ________________ _ 

Approximate Price ________________ _ 

Number Sold --------------------
B. Work StockJ Mules ___________ _ 

Ho:rses -----------------c. Dee:f' CattleJ Breeding Animals. Number ---
Stock rs -------------Numb r Fat Cattle -------------
for Sal Number Sold 

1 at yoa.r -----------o. Da1r7 Cattle: 

Oowe Heifer ------- ---------
Milk sold -----------E. Swine: 
Sowa ___________ gilta _____ _ 

Pat barrows Goats ------- -------
Sheep _________ _ 

F. :Poultry: 

Ohicken house size -----------
Condition ................................. ___ ....,;,; ________ _ 
Approximate number of eggs ________ _ 

Last year dozen sold ____________ _ 

Hens aold -----------------Approx 1m ate Frice ------------
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G. Food Produced for Home: 
Pre sh:-. ___________ ...... _______ _ 

Preserved ....... ________ ......., _ ______ _ 

Dr1e ____ ......,_.....,. ______________ _ 

Canned. _________________ _ 

:Machinery 

H. Article Number Oond t1on Value 

Wagon 

Tracks 

Tractor 

Auto 

Stalk Cutter 

Cultivator 

llowera· 

Planters 

Turning Plows 

Sprayers 

Harrows 
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