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PART I
INTRODUCTION

How eimple the farmer's problem would be if there were no
such things as change in the world, no changes in soils, cultural
practices, markets, population, birth-rates, and a thousand other
things. But, the principal fact the farmer faces, is that all these
things do change. There have been encrmous changes in a comparatively
few years and he has had %o adjust himself to thems For instance,
in 1920, farmers had to feed a total population of 105 million people
(excluding exports for populations sbroad); now about the same nunber
of farmers feed over 150 million here.

In generel, people do not realize the difference that exists
among farming areas and about 40O sub-type areas have been outlined.
With each area is found both small and large farms and even within

each size group wide differences are found in the kinds and quantities
of the various crops raised and the livestock kept. Therefore, far-
mers in modern times are dependent upon conditions cutside of their
MManm&dMM’ No longer can each

1 _.
Yoarbook of Agriculture, 1940, p. 6
2 Parmers Bulletin No. 1961 ~ Getting Started in Parning, pe 3
3
Shepherd, Geoffrey S., Marketing Farm Products, p. 5



o

farmey go his owun way as if he were independent of the others and
of the rest of the world. That was all right in 1794 for a farmer
was as independent as he felt. But, today he is so much affected
by the foreces at work cutside of his farm that he needs to study
themn.

In modern farming, agricultuwre has not only become commerci-
alised, it has become highly specialized within itself. With the
passage of tine, the produstion of esch farm product gradually has
become localised in the areas where it can be produced at the lowest
cost. When some new lower-cost area is opened up, its product under-
sells the product fram the previous ares and eventually the new avea
partly or completely replaces the old area.



A - Statement of Problam

 Stetistios show that the Rusk County system of farming has
been undergoing & change during the past five or ten years. The
purpose of this study s o show the extent and soundness of these
changes.

B - Inportance of this Study

To get first~hand information on the farming system of Rusk
County, and to determine if the changed system is economically
sounde

¢ - Secope

The material on whish this study is based was cbtained from
W0 sourcess

1. Interviews of all county agricultural workers and their
documentory materials.

2. By interviews of Rusk County farmers and a questionnaire
as a farm survey.

D « Method of Procedure

The procedure used by the writer to ascertain the facts con-
cerning the farming system used in Rusk County was the gquestionnaires,
and reviewing of related printed materials.
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e
E = Definition of Terss

Is a piece of land held under lease for cultivation,
or it may be a tract of land devoted to agricultural
PUrpoOses. _xtwmsmum

m

Is the art of regulating receipts and expenditures;
also avoiding waste.

An act or process of acquiring by one's own effarts
and knowledge.

Having sufficient assets to meet all cbligations, or
thinking correctly.

To cause %o vary or become different in appearance.

A numerical fact or to analyse numbers.



PART IX
Description of the Area

Rusk County is located in the rolling surface of the pinay
woods of Fast Texas, disseoted by streams and valleys; on divide
betwesn Sabine and Angeline Rivers. In the nortiwest part of
the county is in tiie BEast Texss oil fleld, The terrain of the
county is rolling and there is very little level land in Rusk
County. The county is named for Thomes J. Rusk who fought at
San Jacinto, was Secretary of War in the Texas Republic and later
United States Senator from Texas. Rusk County has an annual
rainfall of Lh.32 inches, alt. 300~750 feet, mean annual tempera=
ture of 66° and a growing season of 243 days. |

Rusk Comty's largest single enterprise income is from beef
cattle; also, there are 60 Grade A dsiry farms. Broiler produce-
tion per year is 2,000,000 birds, as well as a soll conservation
program of pasture improvement with 5,000 acres planted in erimson
clover. Somo other resources are pine, live oak trees, gas, oil,

mmmmmumm‘

Texas Almanse, 1952-1953, p. 596
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The prineipal erops grown in Rusk County are cotton, corn,
sweet potatoes, peanuts, grain sorghum, hay and tomatoes.
The county seat is Henderson with & population of 6,802,
more or less. The principal shipping point is Henderson and
most d'lhtn—htmmf'h;

Table 1

This information was obtained from the County Agent. It
shows tenure of farmers in 1955.

Hogro White
Croppers 1,697 2,597
Share Tenants 118 582
Share Cash Tenants L18 582
Cash Tenants 418 258
Hanagers 1 5
Part Owners ng 342
Full Owners 631 2,253
Farm Operators 1,317 2,549
Others and Unspecified 133
==z — et ——— et —

Zexns Alamanag - For 1952-1953, p. 597



PART IIX
Analyzing the Farm System

In general, land used for crop production has decreased over
the years until in 1950 less than 4O per cent of the so called
mm:--nmw.‘mmummu
classed as idle or was in the process of being developed into
pastures. Therefore, the importance of livestock production has
increased as crop production has decreased. Some measure of the
decline in erop production may be obtained from the fact that the
total acreage devoted to erops in 1950 were not more than half of
the acreages planted to cotton in 1928, In the years from 1940
to 1950 the mumber of cattle increased was of beef type. A de-
eline in the number of farms has been accompanied by & loss in
the number of milk cows kept for home use. mmmu
offset the effect of increasing specislisation in dairying.

For the most part the production of cotton and corn still
danirate the production pattern. Specialty erops such as
sweet potatoes, tomatoes and watermelons have held their own and
inereased moderately.

6
From a Production Study: Made by A. & M. College in 1951



A - Enterprises That Make Up the System

The enterprise of livestock in Rusk County is expected to
continue to inerease to the extent that in 1950 the volume of
cattle and calf nubers may increase by 13 per cent. A 16 per
cent increase in the nuwwber of sows appears to be attainable.

The use of hybrid seeds, soil-improving crops, and fertili-
sers is expected to increase the average yield of crops. The
corn acreage has decreased proportionately less than cotton.

The decrease has been substantial however; and in line with the
decline of crop production in the area and with corn produstion
in the State. Peanut production expanded to almost 10 times the
1541 acreage by 1943, in respmnse to wartime demands, Sinee then,
acreage has decressed steadily. The 1950 acreage harvested was
less than one~third of the 1943 harvested acreage. Some further
decrease is expected by 1955. The decrease in acreage, however,
would be meve tham o2feet by 6a 1nerense Sn the Sveregs per aere
yield which could be obtained through the use of more fertilizer,
better varities, and by incressing the rate of sead. It was esti-
mated that the acreage of vegetables and other specialty crops would
inerease about 10 per cent in response %o @ high level of demand
created by continuous full employment.

7
Taken from, A Study Made by A & M College, 1951



PART? IV

Presentation and Interpretation of Data

-

Bacause of the physical charasteristics of the area, mechani-
zation and other technological developments have been adopied more
slowly than in most other aress. Keep in mind that East Texas
faraing is going through almost revolutionary changes. Many cote
ton growers in Bast Texas are planting better seed and doing a
botter job of fertilising and inseot control. Better feeding
methods and the use of mineraliszed feeds, and mineral applications
tirough fertilizers on pastures have brought the beef cattle in-
duptry in to prominance. There was a time when it was considered
impossible to produce good beef animals in East Texas, That was
due to the lack of minerals in the native grasses. There are more
beef cattle of good breeding in East Texas than in the ranch
country,

8
Frank A. Briggs, Parm and Ranch, Bditer's letter, April 19, 1955



Presentation and Interpretation of Survey Data

Teble II was taken from the questionnaire as to the type of
farms these fifty farmers were operating. It reveals that 37
farmers or 7 per cent are doing general farming. There was not
one farmer specializing in cotton production. There wgrs three
farmers or 6 per cent who were truck famming. Some eight farmers
or 16 per cent of the farms were in beef cattle production, and
only o or i per cent in dairy production.

To deternine the age of the farmers the questionnaire ine
eluded a question to reveal the ages of the 50 farmers surveyed.
The result was as follows: Age 15 to 25, there were no farmersy
26 to 35, there were L farmers; 35 to LS, there were 1l farmers;
L6 to 55, there were 12 farmers; 56 to 65, there were 1l farmers;
66 to 79, there were 9 farmers; 76 and up, there were only 2
farmers.

The guestionnaire reveals that when farmers get around the
age of 60, they begin to think of developing their farms into
ranches and for the most part all of the farmers who had ranches
were near the age of &0 years.



TABIE IX

The Type of Ferming and Age of the

Parmers

' Taber
Type of Farming Nupbers Ferus Age of Farners of Farmers
General Farming 37 h 15=25 0
Cotton 0 0 26=35 k
Truek Parming 3 6 36=45 9
Beef Cattle 8 16 L6558 12
Dairy 2 b 5665 b
Other type of 66=75 9
- Farming 76-Tp 2
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Table III - reveals the sise of the farms as to the number
of acres.

From O to 10 acres, there were 2 farms (truck farms); 11 to
20 acres, there were L farms; farms 21 to LO scres, there were 2;
k1 o 60 acres, there were 8 farms; 61 to BO acres, there were 3
farmsy 81 to 100 scres, there were 6 farms; 101 to 120 acres,
there were 9 farmsy 121 to 200 acres and over, there were 1
farms.

The questionnaire reveals that when farmers gets around the
age of 60 or over, they begin to think of developing their farms
into ranches and for the most part all the farmers who had renches
were near the age of 60 or over. There should be farm boys who
can get started in the rench business. I strongly believe that
any boy who really wants to be a farmer or rancher can and will be.
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TABLE IIX

Size of Farms by Number of Acres

wmaauu¢nu %

naemeomen g3
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In Table IV are presented data showing the livestock and
erops produced by the fifty farmers. MNenty farmers or LO per
cent kept dairy cattle ( most all farmers kept a cow for home use
only). As to beef cattle, there were 35 farms or 70 per cent
of the farms that raised beef cattle, there were 8 farms that
kept or grew hogs or 16 per cent that kept hogs for commereial
use, Sheep and goats were not kept by these 50 farmers. Hens
for laying purposes were kept on 15 farms or 30 per cent of
these farms. Only L, o 8 per cent of the farmers produce broilers
for the mariets There were 6 farms or 12 per cent of the farmers
who grew turkeys. There were 5 farms or 10 per cent that kept
other types of livestocks

The results are shown in Table IV as to the data collected
in connection with crop production. There were 35 farmers or 70
per cent who grew cotton on their farme There were 30 farmers
or 60 per cent who produced corn on their farms. Tomatoes were
grown on 15, or 30 per cent of the farms. Mm&fm
or 4O per cent of the farmers who produced watermelons. Peanuts
were grown on 10 farms or 20 per cent of the farms, Moﬂp
were produced on 8 farms or 16 per cent of the farms, For all
other crops, theve were only 6 farms or 12 per cent of the farms.

Sponsors of the tree farm system believe that if America's
forests are cerefully managed, there will be no shortage of

forest products. The questionnaire data revealed that there
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m%m-cwncmotﬁnm-hommm
Mmmmm’

o

2w Situation, Bureau of Agricultural Economics,



Per Cent

TABIE IV
Farmers Who Produce Livestock and Crops of Some Type

Livesatock
Dairy Cattle
Beef Cattle

uﬂ”QOOnhﬁs

Hen for laying
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In Table V, the emphasis has been placed on what the
farmer thinks asbout the trend in Rusk County farming.

First, there is this question: Do you think the farming
system of Rusk County is undergoing & change? From the
questionnaire came this data. There were L5 farmers or 90 per
cent of the farmers who said, "Yes, the farming system is chang-
ing." There were only 5 farmers or 10 per cent of the farmers
who said, "No, the farming system is not undergoing & change."

The second question: Do you think the farmers of Rusk
County are changing their farm enterprises on the farm? There
were L1 farmers or 82 per cent of the farmers who said, "Yes,
the farmers are changing their enterprises.” About 9 farmers
or 18 per cent of the farmers said, "No, the farmers aren't
changing their farm enterprises.”

The third question wast Do you think this farming system
change 1s economically sound? There were L2 farmers or 84 per
cent of the farmers who said they thought it was economically
sound, There were 8 farmers or 16 per cent of the farmers who
said, "No, the farming system in Rusk County is not undergoing
economie changee



TABIE V

Parmers Who Say Yes and Those Who Say No As to Whether the
Systen of Farming Is Changing in Rusk County

Yes Per Cent No Per Cent Total

The Farming System Is
Changing 90 5 10 50

Faxrmers Are

Enterprises on
Farm in Rusk County 41 82 9 13 50

;
§

3

fi
i

Change Is
Sound? L2 8l 8 16 50

|
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In Table VI, in order to determine how sound the change

has been the question was asked, "Have you added any new en=
terprises in the past five or seven years?™

The answer reveals that 18 farmers or 36 per cent of the
farmers had changed to a2 new enterprise in the past five years.
There were 29 farmers or 58 per cent of the farmers who said,
"No, that they have not added a new enterprise in their farming
system in the past five or seven years."

This, I think calls for a word of explanation. Most of
the farmers who said, "No," meent they had not changed enter-
prises when the trend began.



TABIE VI

Farmers Who Say They Have or Have Not Added New Enterprises
In the Past Five or Seven Years

Yes Per Cent No Per Cent
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Table VII shows the structure of the farming system has
been changing rapidly. The team and plow was an efficient
unit for handling small farws and small production and there
was small population. As of today, the system and speed of
everything in the county have changed. We see that Rusk County
farmers are changing to meet the need of thelr area.

Information taken from the Agricultural Census on the
major orops in Rusk County show the cotton acres in 1930 were
163,242, but by 1950 (the last census) the acres were down to
31,387 acres. This is a decrease of 131,755 acres. The corn
acres have been on the decrease during the dry yesrs. In 1935,
there were 46,752 acres; in 1940, there were 6,112 acres; in
1945, there were 37,164 scres; and, in 1950, there were 18,916
acres planted. Due to the high level of demand created by a
continuation of full employment, vegetables have been increas-
1ng.2® 1, 1930, there were k56 acres and in 1950 there were
3,907, an increase of 3,531 acres.

10
Study made by A. & M. College, 1951

The W. R. Banks Library
’rlirio View A. & M. College

R )



TABIE VII

Information Taken from Agricultural Census on the
Major Crops

Cotton Corn
Acres Acres JAcres JAcres = Acres
40,982

163,342
67,992 b6,752 6,941 6,093 5,000
52,929 6,002 5,136 16,546 5,71k
33,2718 37,06k 0= 9,860 5,187 3,668
31,387 18,906 5,313 b,386 705 3,987

SEE8 |l



-27=

Broiler production is comparatively new in Rusk County.

In 1930, Table VIIT shows, only 61,349 chickens were sold; in
1940, there were 3,376 chickens sold; in 1949, there were 162,747
chickens sold. In nine years, there was an increase of about
119,371 broilers, ﬂ\onuoftmmuﬁchdtooludun
with the number of broilers catching up with the demand.

There were no figures available for 1950, on hens, Prac-
tieally no change in the number of hens and pullets is expected,
but the trend is toward smaller flocks for home use and larger
flocks for commercial production.

Beef cattle numbers also have increased since 1930, In
1930, there were 19,749 cattle and calves and in 1949 there were
37,152, From 1930 to 1949, there were increases of 16,403 cattle
and calves. There is a decided trend toward larger fafms and to
utilize the additional pasture through beef and dairy production.
Beef cattle are favored on the larger farms and dairy catile on

small hr-.n

n
A Productive Farm Study by A. & M. College in 1951



TABIE VIII

Information Taken From Agricultural Census on the
Major Livestock

Sold Eggs
Sold By Colts Cattle

§EEERS§

Dozens
Gl,3k9 319,500  2,966¢ 19,7h9%  B,ThSw 10,007

h3,376 2,979 23,426 11,983%x  6,550%
b1 lg5ms
3530k 1,95 5,173
162,7h7 193,379 37,3525 7,630
3,057 3,027



World War II and Its E!M.an the
Farming System

Let us recognise that owr Agricultural Industry is gradually
becoming a big food and fiber production business. American farme
ing has become more than just a way of life. Agriculture is
'wmmammmummm Against
a drop of nearly & million farm units since 1935 is a considerable
rise in the average size of the individual farm.}? Several factors
and conditions can account for the change. The major impelling fac-
tor appears to be the need foff greater efficiency in the produc-
tion of larger ylelds of food and fiber of the higher quality; this
despite the further fact that fewer and fewer people are engaged in
farming. In 1945, one farm worker prodused enough food and fiber
to cloth and feed himself and 1l other persons. He produced twice
as mmch as did one farm worker 50 years ago.

Everything is geared for mass production on a big business
seale, and it would be difficult to believe that many countries
struggle along at an oxcart psce, trying desperately to pull them-
selves up by their own bootstraps while American agriculture has

u%!g’. - 1950-1951, "Science in Agrieulture
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made tremendous strides.™ Efficiency is of pavemount importance
in farming nows

In wartime, when }mmmm.mmm
becomes even more vital. The frults of many previous years of
research to mest the fumers vartine needs helped us to victary
in the second world war. Sclence and Agricultural Research and
its application have advanced even more rapidly.

This advance helped Rusk County farmers to make the change to
noot the needs of Rusk Ousnty populstions The farwerw in Resk
County know that there is only so much land on which to produce
erops which have been developed. How that the soils have been
put under a terrific strain in the process and lands have gone
out of production for one crop and gone into production for another.
Of course, some lands have been abandoned altogether through mis-
use. Thus, farmers were forced to change enterprises and some were
forced out of farming.

Strohm, John, Almenac, “Ppractical Scientifie,
Up=to=the-Minu Pe



PART V

The New Pnterprises Which May Have Their Effect on the
System of Farming

Some writers call this "Rast Texas liew Style Farmer or a
New Kind of Farming" that is being seen in East Texas today.

Such enterprises as high producing dairy eows, beef cattle, broiler
raising and an intensive cage layer pouliry operation. Also, good
pasture and cover crops. There are legumes grown for seed produc-
tion and beef produstion all working hand and hand. lLet us not
forget other crops and enterprises such as costal bermuda and tree
farming. There are around 5,000 acres of crimson clover planted in
Rusk County each year. You will find plots of 5 to 10 acres pretty
well scatiered over the county.

The blg excitement in Rusk County or even in the world to-
day revolves around the discovery of what poor land will do in
ua-ofrmuwm"‘ Therefore, beef production
is one of the new enterprises that will be discussed.

Another new enterprise is broiler raising. Broilers ralsed
today, as the Rusk County farmer looks at it, can produce as much
meat &8 @ man raising 1,000 hogs a year, or & man who puts 300

u

ﬁwmummmm
s :
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pounds of gain on 800 beef calves,” This can give the hog or

Wﬂmm-wmum.muumu.m
production and in the price to the consumer.

15

w’%‘mmmmu-mn



Broiler Growing

There has been a rapid expansion of the chicken raising
business in Rusk County during the last five to ten years,
Notable has been the increase in broiler production, This broiler
or young fryer production began in Gonsales County around about
1930. It was the firet large cosmercial production in the State,
farm flocks having supplied the market before that time, In re-
cent years, there has been a rapid spread of broiler production
throughout Fast Texas, especially in Wacogdoches, Panola, Rusk and
Shelby Counties. The rapid growth of the uwrban population of Texas
has been the principal cause of the rapid increase of poultry pro=
duction. Though the high price of beef alse stimulated 1t until
ummmmmmum. Therefore, in Rusk
County there is a growing feeling that broilers, gressland farming,
and beef cattle fit together in the hilly Rusk County. For example,
broilers will bring in the quick cash and provide manure for im-
proving the soil. Beef cattle can put on low cost gains by grasing
on the abundant grass over @ long growing season., Farmers in Rusk
County believe that broiler raising is not just something that a
farmer does when he can't do anything else, It has been profitable
in some of the richest aress in the county as well as in sections
Mwmwumuwmuh.hw
of farming are limited.

There are four basic conditions which seem to be fundamental
for success with broilers, They are: (1) skilled management

(2) & liking for chickens; (3) credits and (L) & good market.d

Wg:%m:’__?m Parming, 1954, "Broilers Take Over Poultry Market",




w3l
The farmers in Rusk County have seen the handwriting on the
wall as the demand and the price on beef drops. They have begun
to cut back on their production. However, today there are broiler
houses scattered all through the county.



Baef Cattle Production

Beef cattle ralsing in Rusk County, due to the small sise
farm and ranch, has the tendenay in recent years to produce a
finished produst for the market.

This breeding of beef cattle began with the introduction of
a few Herefords or White Faced cattle. Now there are Short horn,
Aberdeen Angus, Brahma and finally Senta Oertrudis., This is a
question that hes been asked, "What gets into a man's blood to make
him use high priced land for running 2 herd of beef cattle." Today
fewer people and some experts included are giving this cow and calf
ides the horse laugh. Due to the fact that there are too many
smart operators and men who aren't in the habit of losing money
take the cow and calf route instead of the more widely accepted
methods of land and livestock management. There's a pronounced
swing from & corn and cotton economy to a corn, gress and cow on &
strietly grass economy. Farmers, quick on the draw, have plunged
in and bought this kind of land, either as a complete farm or as a
pareel to add to their ariginal holdings.7

Rusk County has a large portion of the ferms composed of
woods or rough, broken or otherwise non-tillable land which is
suitable for gresing. Therefore, on many farms it is economically
advisable to raise beef cattle. Rusk County farmers have gone &

lmm-g,nﬁ. What's Your Chance With a Beef
Cow Herd?" p. '
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long way in the demonstrated sbility of low-priced land-producing
forage and beef.

While great strides have been made in feeding in recent
years, big news in the livestock world is hybrid vigor. Hybrid
vigor in livestock is no substitute for feeding and management.
Nor does it herald the downfall of purebred livestock, which has
meant so much to America. It is a tool which scientists and pro-
gressive breeders are using to give farmers good growing animels
and birds. Net profit and not blue ribbons is what interests the
farner, 22 '

W Almanas, "Practical Seientific Up=to-the-Hinute,"
Ve



PART VI

The Problems of Parmers in Adjusting Themselves to
the Future System

We recognize that land not previously used has come into pro=-
duction, either wisely or unwisely. But the fact remains that we
have only a certain acreage of agricultural or potentially agricule .
tural land avallable in Rusk County or even in Texas. This in the
fage of a steadily increasing population, makes one thing sure.
Future research must, above all, keep in mind the need to feed and
clothe more and more people from a limited over all acreage. The
problems of land use, therefore, become paramount. They call for
the best of scientific approaches.

Swrpluses and how to dispose of them with a minimum of loss
will probably always constitute & problem. Fewer people are work-
ing at the job of farming and our productive resources have been
over-worked and strained. We are taking all kinds of risks in Rusk
County, even in the United States with our resources so as to attain
big production. Therefore, we must utilise the best and most modern
sclentific prineiples and techniques. We must devise ways and
means to eonserve our existing and potential resources of soil,
nm,m,um,unmd.hmnau—
lities and resources for future production.

Secretary of Agriculture Esra T, Benson recently said "by 1960
it 1s estimated that animals will supply only 1 of our work energy,
husens only 3% and machines 968, Thus, while we still apparently
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will do three times as much work as horses, it will be only a fifth
as much as human beings performed a century ago. However, horses
and other animals at that time supplied 79% of the total energy
wsed for work and this is about to be reduced to 1¥. This is what
we mean by horse sense.s”

19
Strolm, John, Ford 1956 Almanac, Practiosl Selentific Gp=to=the=
Minute, pe b
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Youth Orow Up

It takes two to make a successful father-son partnership: an
understanding father, and a son who is willing to work and lmows
what he wants. The best possible way for a young man to get start~
ed is to make & deal with his dad. You see 1t's not so much what
you have in your pocket &s what you have in youwr heads A man's
--ummmum” A young man is like a high~type race
horse yoked up with an ox on & poor rundown farm. He can never do
more than plod through life dragged down to the level of his farm.
But, don't start life on the scale of selling the land while you
m@tmtonthhhiﬁnrht. Then, put his money in equipment
and rent a good farm, or better still, put his monsey in bonds until
he gets some experience. Few will follow such advice. The young
farmer wants to wake up for some of the time he spent working with
his father. Instead of making wp for lost time he will probably,
(a) lose more time, (b) lose thousands of dollars dus to low income
through the years, and drag down his wife and children to a misere-
ble, subsistence~-type of existence.

No amount of knowledge gained from books or bulletins will
take the place of pradtical experience in any business that will
work for the suceessful.?l

o
Ford "Practical Scientific Up~to-the=Minute,” p. Lk
g 1264 2956 Llmots,

Doans Agricultural Digest, Veterans Beware, pe 58-59



Farmers Ideas and Attitudes

Lot us look at the nation firet of all, the nation needs
around 80,000 young families starting farming each year to replace
those retiring. This is based on a replacement rate of 2.8%,
assuning an active farming life of 36 years and with farm units re~
maining about the same size as at the present time. There are many
farm boys and girls available each year, not counting those in towns
and eities who want to farm.2%

By an interview of some of the farmers in Rusk County and the
County Agent, there is 2 decided trend toward large farms and toward
shifting cropland into pasture to grasze both beef and dairy cattle
on small fayms. Opevators of small farms also are twning strongly
to poultry productiohs This is because of the physical characteris-
tics of the area, mechanization and other technological developments.

Therefore, the almost revolutionary change the Rusk County
farmers are undergoing, they think is economically sound.

" posne Agrioui e pigeet, Dustosse and Aerioudre, 95k, 5. 51



SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDA TIORS

Swwmary

An analysis of the results of the study of the farming system
of fifty farms in Rusk County, Texas, has been made. That there
have been enormous changes in a cosparatively few years and the
farmers of Rusk County have had to adjust themselves to the changes.
Not many years ago half and half cotton wes the chief source of ine
come, There are still many cotton growers in Rusk County, and they
are planting better seed and doing & better job of fertilizing and
insect control which ensble them to produce better and more cottone
Also, pastures have been improved and this calls for better cattle,
both dairy and beef. More legumes are (for example there are around
55000 acres of crimson clover planted in Rusk County each year)
planted, some for soil building and &s & cash crop. Taere have been
an incresse in the number of broilers produced in Rusk County.

There are several factors and conditions that can agcount for
the change in the farning system. Some factors and conditions which
have been mentioned in the above reading, are as follows: new
mu“mw.'mmmmw;m
hybrids; trees that grow two or three times as fast as the ordinary
trees; the hybrid vigor of livestock and chickens; modern farm
machines; and @n increase in population with a decresse in farms
and farm labor; end there are others. For example, in 1945, one
farm worker produced enough food and fiber to clothe and feed him-
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self and 1 others. He produced twice as much as he did 50 years
ago.

In 1930, there were 61,349 chickens sold, but in 1949 there
were 162,747. There was an increase of 101,396 chickens sold. Cate
tle and calves in 1930 were 19,349, and in 1949 there were 37,152,
making an increase of 18,803 cattle and calves.

Now looking at the major crops grown in Rusk County, we see
in 1930 that there were 163,142 acres of cotton planted and in 1950,
only 31,387 acres. While on the other hand in 1930, there were L56
acres of vegetables planted and in 1950 there were 3,987 acres. This
is an increase in vegetables planted while the cotton acres decreased.

To make & change in the farming system of Rusk County there
have been some new enterprises added. rwcwh.mm
beef cattle production; tree farming; legumes planted for seeds and
as a cash erop; cosstal bernmda grass; vegetable growings GOrade A
dairy barns, and others are among the new ventures.



Conclusion

Because of the physical characteristics of Rusk County,
mechanigzation and other technological developments as well as labor
shortage, farm experts think this almost revolutionary change in
Rusk County farming is economically sound. Therefore, big farms,
in general, make more profit than small farms. They have more
'nh-. They usually can use machinery on more adres. They can
spread overhead costs over larger output. Certain livestock pro=
grams need size to get efficiency.

Observations in Rusk County indicate that some of the poorest
m.mw»mmum.mmwm
beef=-production possibilities of some of the good rotation pastures
in the blackland and prairie areas of the state. Yowr chances with
a beef herd in Rusk County look good, and they are good, but there
are alsc a few places where you can stub your toe.

Frank A, Briggs, Editor of Parm and Ranch, states it this way,
%mﬁﬂtmhmtm,Mhmtdhm
practicing diversification. Therefore, we will probably have small
farns and poor furms in East Texas for all time, but larger farms
and irproved practices are becaming the rule.

No amount of lnowledge gained from books takes the place of
practical experience in farming. Thersfore, it is economically
sound for a young farmer to start at the bottom of the ladder as &
share cropper than as a renter, cash renter and finally an owners



Our agricultural progress been, tremendous -up
push-botton farming mhm.bon:'mu’m o
. scientific farming s e BT
. and complex machines, never has
| i the man been o
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Recommenda tions

Considering the facts revealed as a result of the analysis of
the data obtained from the study of fifty farms presented the fol-
lowing recommendations are here offered:

1.

2.

3.

Se

The farmer should base his changes on the size of a farm,
amount of farm labor, age of the farmer, rainfall and
the topography of his land.

To follow that decided trend toward large farms and a
shift of cropland (as king cotton) into improved pasture,
as well as some of the poor land into grassland farming.
For the farmer to go slow on developing more than one
new enterprise at a time.

Due to the lsbor shortage a farmer should develop his
farming system on the basis of mechaniszation.

Before he as a farmer changes to & new enterprise he
should consider a few common factors. In order % be

a successful farmer, one should be a skilled manager,
have a liking for the enterprises, have eredit, and
have a market for his products.

Never forget that no amount of lnowledge gained from
books or bulletins will take the place of practical ex~
perience in farming or any other business for that
mattere.
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Farm Survey Form
Hane Age Hegro White
Humber in family Communi ty
Are you an owner? Renter? Sharecropper?

How many acres do you manage?
How long have you lived in Rusk County (years)?
What type of livestock farming are you in? |
Beef Cattle Dairy Cattle Hogs___ Sheep Goats
laying Hens ____ Broilers ____ Turkeys Others
What type of crope do you produce (give the number of acres of each)?
Cotton____ Corn _mu__ﬁm____mu
Truck Crops Others

How many acres are in woodland?
What are the major types of crops you produce for commercial Use?
1. 2.

Approximately what is your income from both crops and livestock?

Do you think the system of farming is changing in Rusk County?_____
Yes No

Do You think the enterprises in Rusk County are undergoing & change?
Tes No

If Yes, to what enterprises are you changing? l.
2,
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If yee, do you think this trend is economically sound? Yes
Ho

How long have you been following these enterprises (years)?
Have you added any new enterprises in the past five or seven years?
Yes o Name enterprise
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