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CONSTITUTION
of
THE STATE OF TEXAS

fgzgted unanimously in convention, at the City of Austin,

An Ordinance in Relation to Colonization Contracts.
An Ordinance Assenting to the Proposals of the United States
Congress for the Annexation of Texas.

Houston
1845
A Part of the Ordinance in Relation to Colonization Contracts.

Article Third
Legislative Department

Section 1., Every free male person who shall have attained
the age of twenty-one years, and who shall be a citizen of
the United States, or who is at the time of the adoption

of this constitution by the Congress of the United States,

a citizen of the Republic of Texas and shall have resided
in this State one year next precesding an election, and the
last six months within the district, county, city or town
in which he offers to vote, (Indians not taxed, Africans and
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descendants of Africans excepted) shall be deemed a quali-
fied elector, and should such qualified elector, happen to
be in another county situated in the district in which he
resides at the time of an election, he shall be permitted
to vote anywhere in the state for state officers; and pro-
vided, further, that no soldier, seaman or marine, in the
army or navy of the United States shall be entitled to vote
at any election created by this constitution.

Section 2. All free male persons over the age of twenty-one
years (Indians not taxed), (African and descendants of Afri-
cans excepted), who shall have resided six months in Texas,
immediately preceeding the acceptance of this Constitution
by the Congress of the United States, shall be deemed

gualified electors.

(
Section 29, The legislature shall at their first meeting,
and in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight,
and fifty, and every eight years thereafter, cause an
enumeration to be made of all the free inhabltants (Indians
not taxed, Africans and descendants of Africans excepted) of
the State, designating particularly the number of qualified
electors; and the whole number of Representatives shall at
the several periods of making such enumerations, be fixed
by the Legislature, and apportioned among the several countles,

cities or towns, according to the number of free population
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in each; and shall not be less than forty-five nor more

than ninety.

Adopted--Austin--18)5.
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An Act

(To prevent Slaves from hiring their own time, or their

owners from hiring them to other Slaves, free Negroes or

Mulattoes).

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Texas, That any owner or master of a slave or slaves, who
shall hire such slave to any other slave, or to any free
Negro a mulatto, or shall permit or suffer such slave to go
at large upon a hiring of his own time, for more than one
day in the week, except in the Christmas holidays and to
act or deal as a free person, within this State, shall be

fined in a sum not to exceed one hundred dollars for every

such offense.

Section 2. Be it further enacted, That 1f any sheriff,

coroner, or constable shall discover within his county, any

slave going at large or hiring contrary to this act, 1t
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shall be his duty, and it shall be lawful for any other
person to arrest any such slave and take him before any

Justice of the peace in his county without warrant.

Section 3. Be it further enacted, That if any justice of
the peace shall receive satisfactory evidence or informa-
tion that a slave or slaves are going at large, or hiring
their own time within this county, contrary to the provi-
sions of this act, he shall immediately issue his warrant

to apprehend and bring such offenders before him.

Section L. Be it further-enacted that when any slave or
slaves shall be brought before any justice of the peace
under the provisions of this act, said justice shall inquire
into the facts, and if it shall appear that such slave or
slaves have been going at large or hiring, contrary to any
of the provisions of this act, he shall commit such slave

to the county jail, there to remain until discharged as

hereinafter provided.

Section 5. Be it further enacted, That any slave apprehended
or committed undér this act may be released upon applica~-
tion, made by the owner of the same, at any time before

said slave is sold, under the provisions hereinafter provid-

ed, upon the payment of all costs and fine that may have

acerued or be assessed against the same.

Section 6. Be it further enacted, That 1t shall be the duty
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of the justice of the peace committing any slave under this
act, to report the same to the county court at its next
session, also the amount of fine and costs assessed in each

case.

Section 7. Be it further enacted, That the county court
shall at its regular sessions, if any glaves have been com-
mitted to jail under this act since the last session of the
same, order that the clerk of the county court published
by written notices posted up at three or more public places
in his county, and by publishing an advertisement in some
newspaper in this State, for one month, glving a fair and
full description of such slave, the cause of commitment and

the name of the owner, if known.

Section 8. Be it further enacted, That at the next term of
the court, after the above notice is given, if the slave so
advertised is not proven shall order a sale to be made of
the same, on a certain day to be mentioned, not less than
three nor more than six months, and that publication be made
in some newspaper published in this State, at least for
three months next before the said day of slae, and the sheriff

shall sell the said slave for cash, under the same regula-
tions that govern sales under execution, unless the said
slave be proven away by the owner, under the provisions of

the fifth section of this act. 5



97

receiving, maintaining and advertising such
runaway. The Keeper shall deliver any runaway
to the owner or his agent, upon his or their
complying with foregoing requisitions, and

upon bond.

Section 8. The legally authorized agent of any person
claiming a runaway slave, may claim, prove and
receive such runaway in like manner as the owner

is enabled to do by this Act.

Approved April 8, 1861



