








CHAPTER VIII 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-1861) was a few years older 

than her husband, and she became prominent in poetry production, and 

in poetic circles, early in life while he had to wait for recog

nition. Thus, she represents an eara thirty or even forty years be

fore that which marks the height of his influence. Her life was one 

great heart-throb. While the condition of her health and the nature 

of her early training were such as to cultivate a bookish and ro

mantic temper, she followed with eagerness the reform of her day. 

The Cry of the Children indicated what was to be one of her 

chief lines of interest. She threw herself, heart and soul, into 

the cause of Italian independence and unity, and more than once she 

showed her interest in the abolition of slavery in the United States. 

Her political judgment was not always sound, and her husband could 

not possibly follow her in all of her enthusiasms. To him, Napoleon 

whom she admired, was a charlatan, and he was irritated by a popular 

spiritualist who imposed on her credulity. 

Such works as Casa Guidi Windows (1851) and Poems Before Congress 

(i860) indicated Mrs. Browning's interest in political themes; and 

Aurora Leight (1857), a novel in verse, sets forth her opinions on 

various matters, social, moral and artistic. This last production shee 

regarded as her masterpiece, and it was hailed with applause, the first 

edition being exhausted in a fortnight. It is not by it, however, that 
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