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THE PANTHER 
TUESDAY, October 1,1996 PAGE 8 

Wake up, your future is being hijacked 
By K.CHAM AINE HENDERSON Black students out of more than 50,000 

(that's less than five percent) when I 

Please college and university was there in the spring of 1995. This 
students of color, realize that life has was before the ruling that ended 
not been cut out as easy for us. We are minority scholarships. We could be 
going to have to work harder just to the last signifigant class of educated 
catch up with the rest of the world. African Americans. Don't blow it for 

Please remember that our yourself, or your brothers, sisters, 
main responsibility, our main purpose cousins, nieces, nephews, and 
for being here is not to party, or attend especially for your children, 
football games, or sleep the day away. Take care of your 
Our purpose for being here is to get an responsibilities. Go to class, do your 
education, to learn how the outside homework. I'm tired of hearing 

form of commentary in the last five 
minutes of class and the last ten minutes 
of the hour. Education is not just dates 

and formulas. 
Also, listen to what your 

the New African nation in America. 
Our plan is to make The 

Panther as dominant an information 
source in the metropolis of Prairie View 
as other college newspapers are in 

classmates complain about reading 
assignments and about having tests. 
Again remember why you're here. 

Please become an active 

world works so that we may be better 
prepared for it after we leave here, 
with or without a degree. 

Don't miss the facts that slap 
youinthefaceintheleadarticleofthis participant in your education. Don't 
issue. TAMU's plan is to have fewer just go to class. Listen and ask 
Black students and fewer Black questions. Contrary to popular belief, 
teachers here at PV. If there are no Black educators do know what hey are 

classmates say in class, too. None of their respective cities and towns. We 

them have lived through what you have the resources, all we need now is 
have. They were living other to care enough about ourselves and 
experiences that maybe, just maybe, our school to make the best of it. We 
you could learn from too, if you just that work to produce ThePanther need 
took the time to listen to them. the help and support of the whole 

Lastly, can we please stop all student body and the Prairie View 
the petty bickering among individuals community to make this happen, 
and organizations. We are supposed to I'd like to end by thanking 
be grown up now yet many of you everyone who helped us put out the 

"minority" scholarships at PV which 

has a "minority" enrollment ofl5 
percent, there will not be any 

"minority" scholarships at the main 
campuseither. Particularly at the 

talking about. So do Mexican, Asian 
and Middle-Eastern ones. And they 

learned in their professions with much 
harder rows to hoe than we have. 

Don't be thefirst idiot to leave 

behave like two-year-olds acting out 
to get attention. Each organization has 
a purpose to serve the students, the 
university and the community in some 
way or another. It shouldn't matter 
which sheild you plegded to serve 
under, but which type of service you 
pledged to do. Respect each other for 

first issue. 
Thank you "H-T" for your 

confidence in me and pushing everyone 
to finally get the job done. 

Thanks Derald for your 
patience and your time. We couldn't 
have done it without you. 

Paul, thanks forcoming back. 

University of Texas which boasted of class ten minutes early everyday.Many 
teachin?, its "ni%g,er" g,oa\ of \,\00 teachers give the real lesson in the 

your differences. Embrace them, love We need you. 
them, and love each other. We're going Keisha, Gaither, and "Z"- you 
to fall completely apart if we don't are all irreplaceable. You are the back 
come to gether for the common good bone of The Panther and I hope we can 
of Prairie View, Black colleges and all continue to work well together. 

"Don't let the pigskin give you hypertension' 
By ERIC-CHAMEL GAITHER 

It seems as if you're the bad 
guy - depicted as a villain who can 
never win for losing - Tony Montana 
envisioning the moniker embossed on 
a net letterboard as the blimp floats: 
The World Is Yours. 

Before you falter, shot down 
by semi-automatic clips, your bullet-
laced body stands erect. 

Then, you plunge with all the 
aid of gravity, into a cleansing pool 
where the statue reads, "The World Is 
Yours." 

As the body lie in rest, the 
spirit driving one Cuban refugee to 
partake of the 'American Dream' 
elevates the lowly spirit of another 
from wading waters. After all, living 
the glamorous life is the American 
way. 

Times like the present, getting 
cooked at the gridiron and basted with 
the saliva of ungrateful 'supporters', 
make you wonder: Why am I the big 
African innovating and elevating a 
petty-ass American game for which I 
get no respect, not an iota? 

Isn't it ironic, that the same 

game initially played with a pigskin 
ball is giving everyone at Prairie View 

a serious case of hypertension? 

Analyze the situation. 
Some people, if they 

understand nothing else, thoroughly 

understand the science of destruction, 
better than the science of constructive 
upliftment. The disheartening fact, 
some of those same people teach, party, 
and learn with you on a daily basis. 
Aint that some defecation! 

Therefore, there are those 
times - such as the present - when you 
must stand alone, summoning that 
"Something Inside So Strong." 

Now it's time to take some 
collective responsibility, because as a 
people we're guilty, and not even 
Johnny Cochran can save us this time. 

Nearly three decades ago, our 
fathers, mothers, uncles, and aunts 
began to abandon the HBCUs 
(Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities), retarding our academic 
progress and damaging our once 
dominant athletic teams. 

As a whole, HBCU programs 
faltered. 

Then, the corporate world -
that some of us ignorantly worship -
capitalized off the athletic prescence 

and stamina of the athlete of African 
descent. It was the second rape, the 
first having transpired during the 
Columbian Era, when Cristobal Colon 
(Christopher Columbus) kicked off the 

big dance with the first and largest 
NFL (Nubians Found Lofting) trade in 
history. 

Sounds far fetched, like CIA 
agents sponsoring Central American 

drug cartels to produce and ship to our 
communities in South Central Los 
Angeles, but it happens. 

In other words, look at the 
bigger picture sometimes, and stop 
focusing on the local conflict with 
each other. 

You - Prairie View Panthers 
- are a hard-working team, and should 
realize that this country is a capitalistic 
society - among many other things -
founded on the almighty dollar, and if 
you can't generate dollars, your labled 
invaluable. ' 

Still, uplift your spirits and 
raise your heads. From nigger to negro, 
colored to Black, and finally Afro to 
African-American, labels are invalid 
for identification if they are selected 
for the purpose of humiliating and 
oppressing a group. 

Even labels like "The 
Losingest Football Team in History" 
are inapplicable. Who can truly verify 
that PV is the team with the most 
football game losses? When and who 
started keeping record of that? No one 
seemed to be keeping record of the 
conspiracy to move the athlete of 
African descent out of its indigenous 
university several decades ago. 

We indigenous universities, 

HBCUs, lost a lot of things: doctors, 
engineers, orators, mathematicians, 

scientists, theologians, and athletes -
all, our warriors. Those are some real 

The Panther has 
a student posi
tion open for ad
vertising man
ager. Any person 
dedicated to 
serve with a 
knack for selling 
is encouraged to 
apply. Please 
come by 
Hilliard room 
207 or call ex
tension 2132 for 
details. 

archives for Sports Illustrated and 48 

Hours to dig into. But somehow, I 
doubt we'll ever see those shovels, 
because they're too busy throwing dirt 
onto 'The Hill' you're trying to fortify 
with stone. 

For all the people down-
talking the football team, I have a 
suggestion: Get off your ass and give it 
a try, the whole ineligibility thing left 
a few vacancies; then, write and let me 
know what's up. Otherwise, uplift and 
support. 

When the prodigal sons and 
daughters abandoned the indigenous 
universities, something tragic 
happened. 

It was like a panther 
abandoning her cubs, leaving them to 
be raised by a school of fish; that is the 
situation, and it doesn't work. So, the 
only option left is for the cubs to set a 
new standard, exemplifying the God
like quality of true creation and vowing 
to never repeat the past that delivered 
them unto this future. 

Grasp opportunity, molding 
it with God-like style. Never asking -
how? - just steadily molding, shaping 
a tangible reality for the next 
generation. 

Work with what you have, to 

create what you need, eliminating 
presence of what you lack. 

After all Panther, "The World 
Is Yours." 

WE'LL Rfflf 
YOU $35,100 

TOWARD YOUR 
DIPLOMA. 

You can earn more than 
$18,000 during a standard 
Army Reserve enlistment 
...and another $7,124 if you 
qualify for the Montgomery 
GI Bill...plus help in paying 
off a qualified student loan up 
to $10,000, if eligible. 

You'll usually serve one 
weekend a month plus two 
weeks' Annual Training. And 
you'll serve with an Army 
Rese rve  un i t  nea r  you r  
campus. 

Over $35,100 toward col
lege - for part-time service. 

Think about it. 
Then think about us. 

And call today: 

(713)955-7903 

BE ALL YOU CAN BE® 

ARMY RESERVE 


