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Accreditation Reaffirmed by SACS-COC 
The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges reaffirmed the accreditation of Prairie View A&M 

University at its annual meeting in 2010. The reaffirmation is the culmination of a three-year self-assessment process designed 
to evaluate the University's compliance with the Commissions Principles of Accreditation. PVAMU is classified as a Level VI 
Comprehensive University offering baccalaureate, master's and doctorate degrees. PVAMU has sustained its accreditation since 1959 
when it was first accredited through the self-study process. With only a few years before the next process, the University continues to 
assess programs and activities. 

New Band Director 
Leads the Marching 
Storm 

Dr. Timmey Zachery, a 
native of Alexandria, La. and 
accomplished trumpeter was 
named as the new director 
of the Marching Storm band 
in 2011. Zachery is charged 
with the task of enhancing 
the PVAMU Marching Storm 
band's national reputation 
and shaping students, both 
academically and socially, 
while pushing them to higher 
levels of music performance. 

"The education you receive here 
(Prairie View A&M University) 
will serve you all of your life." 

GEORGE C. WRIGHT, ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for L-3 Space Exploration 
Software Simulation Lab and the 
Engineering Student Success Center, 
February 2010 

Inaugural EMBA Class Provides 
Real-World Experience 

The fall 2012 semester started a new 
chapter in the College of Business' book. The 
Executive MBA (EMBA) program, designed 
for experienced professionals interested in 
advancing their careers, began with seven 
students and is still experiencing growth. Dr. 
Munir Quddus, dean of the college, believes 
that now is the right time for this program. 
"We see a steady increase in demand for 
executive programs," said Quddus. "Our 
unique hybrid program uses blended 
teaching methods both online and in the 
classroom. The information they learn in 
class can be immediately applied to what they 
are doing in their 9 to 5 jobs." The program, 
which emphasizes the importance of building 
leadership and global management skills, 
includes an immersive study excursion to 
China. Program information is available at 
www.nvamu.edu/emba. 
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New Facilities Aim to Train, Retain Engineering Students 
Students who choose engineering as their field of study while enrolled at Prairie View 

A&M University enjoy the benefits of two new facilities that were designed in 2010 to serve 
as an extension of students' classroom schedules. 

The simulation lab, sponsored by L-3 Communications, provides students, faculty and 
staff access to a simulation tool developed by L-3 and NASA. Students learn the software, 
which is utilized by NASA astronauts, and gain first-hand knowledge of the tools. In addition 
to funding the lab, L-3 generously sponsored development of a "Software Simulation Using 
TRICK" course within the college. 

The Engineering Student Success Center aims to address retention concerns, centralize 
activities for students and streamline career opportunities. The addition brings a complete 
library facility, seminar rooms and a technology lab designed for senior students. The facility 
was funded through the Department of Education, Spectra Energy and Shell Oil. A mural in 
the hall of the Center is reserved for glass plaques to recognize future donors of the college. 
Spectra Energy also provided funds that will be used to create a loan program for text books. 

College of Nursing Gets New Degree 
Pending final approval by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), PVAMU 

plans to offer the doctor of nursing practice program to students via a combination of online and in-person classes at both the 
Texas Medical Center and the Northwest Houston Center locations. The program will prepare its students in transformational 
leadership to effect and generate health policy development and foster evidence-based practice careers and evaluation in 
collaboration with interprofessional teams and partnerships. 

Student Academic Success Center 
Created to Remove Barriers 

When it comes to addressing the academic and social roadblocks that 
impede students' progress and adversely affects their timely graduation, 
the new Student Academic Success Center is on the front line. The Center 
opened in 2012 and offers academic advisement and counseling as well 
as academic and life-enhancing workshops through the Center for the 
Oversight and Management of Personalized Academic Student Success 
(COMPASS). Also, the Center's five-week Panther Pride Summer Bridge 
Program for incoming freshmen allows them to get a head start on 
their collegiate career while adjusting to campus life. Led by Director of 
Student Success Josette Bradford, students are able to remove any barriers 
to their education. 

Undergraduate Medical 
Academy Provides Students 
Access to Health Professions 

When interest and applications to 
medical schools nationwide were noticeably 
on a consistent decline, many university 
administrators and government legislators 
began to seek a solution. Prairie View A&M 
University's solution was the Undergraduate 
Medical Academy (UMA). With Dr. Dennis 
Daniels at the helm since its inception in 
2004, the academy's focus starts with MCAT 
preparation from the first day that a student 
is accepted into the program until the day 
they enroll in medical school, along with 
lessons in time management, test-taking 
strategies and etiquette seminars. 

Northwest Houston Center Opens 
The Northwest Houston Center began 

operations at its new Grant Road location, north 
of Willowbrook Mall in 2010. The Center is a 
full-service location that offers a wide range of 
academic programs and student services for 
graduate and undergraduate students. 

Student Voices Reward Faculty: 
Agriculture Students Take The First-Ever Grand Prize 

The 2009 Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Open Dairy Goat Show proved 
to be a fruitful event for members of the 2008-2009 Prairie View A&M University's 
Goat Exhibition team. The team took home several awards, including its first-ever 
grand champion distinction. 


