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INAUGURATION OF
JULIUS WESLEY BECTON, ]JR.
AS THE
FIFTH PRESIDENT
OF
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1990
AT
10:30 A.M.
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION BUILDING
PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS



JULIUS WESLEY BECTON, JR.
THE
FIFTH PRESIDENT
OF
PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY



JULIUS W. BECTON, JR., Lt. Gen. (USA-Ret.)
PRESIDENT

President Julius Wesley Becton’s public service career includes two key federal positions after nearly 40
years of active commissioned service in the U.S. Army and rising to the rank of lieutenant general. He is
the first graduate of Prairie View A&M University to attain star rank in the military. In November 1989
The Texas A&M University System Board of Regents unanimously elected him President of Prairie View
A&M University.

After receiving his B.S. degree in mathematics from Prairie View A&M University in 1960, he later earned
his M.A. degree in economics from the University of Maryland in 1967. He is also a graduate of top
military schools, including the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College, the Armed Forces Staff
College and the National War College. He holds honorary degrees from Huston-Tillotson College in
Austin and Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pennsylvania.

He enlisted in the U.S. Army in July 1944 and graduated from Officer’s Candidate School in 1945. A
veteran of World War Il and the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, he has served in many positions at posts
throughout this country. Overseas duties carried him to Germany, the Philippines, France, the Southwest
Pacific, Korea, and Japan. His active duty assignments included Deputy Commanding General, U.S.
Army Training and Doctrine Command; Commander, VIIU.S. Corps in Germany; and Commander, 1st
Cavalry Division; Commander, U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Agency.

He served 22 months as director of the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance before being nominated
by the President and confirmed by the Senate as director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
a position he held for nearly four years before moving into the private sector. Prior to his acceptance of
the position of president of Prairie View A&M University, he served as chief operating officer for
American Coastal Industries.

President Becton also recently completed service as the chairman of a New Select Group of the Senior
Civil Emergency Planning Committee of NATO in Brussels, Belgium.

The native of Bryn Mawr, Pa., served as the secretary on the World Board of Governors for the United
Services Organization (USO). He is 1st Vice President of the U.S. Armor Association, a member of the
Federal Emergency Management Agency Advisory Board, the Board of Trustees for Valley Forge
Military Academy and Junior College, and the Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute Board
of Visitors. He has recently been appointed a member of President Bush’s Advisory Board for Historically
Black Colleges and Universities, and a Board member of The Fund for Improvement of Post Secondary
Education. He has been listed in many Who’s Who directories and was named by Ebony Magazine several
times as “One of the 100 Most Influential Blacks in America.” Other honors include the Distinguished
Service Awards for the Association of the U.S. Army and the Federal Emergency Management Agency;
Distinguished Knight, Order of St. George; and Honorary Colonel, 17th Cavalry Regiment.

He is married to the former Louise Thornton, and they have five children—Shirley, Karen, Joyce, Renee
and Wesley. They also have six grandchildren and one great grandson.
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ORDER OF THE PROCESSIONAL

SECTION ONE

The Chief Marshal — Marion Henry
The Bearer of the Colors & Mace

SECTION TWO

The Marshal — George Stafford, '48
Members of the Texas A&M System Board of Regents
Texas A&M University System Officials
The Representatives from Governmental Organizations

SECTION THREE

The Marshal — Freddie L. Frazier, 62
The Presidents and Other Delegates from Colleges and Universities

The Representatives from Civic Organizations and Foundations

SECTION FOUR

The Marshal — Clarissa G. Booker, “68
The Official Delegates from Learned and Professional Societies
The Representatives from Associations and Affiliations

SECTION FIVE

The Marshal — Lillian Bernard, 69
The Faculty Emeriti

SECTION SIX

The Marshal — John Fuller, 69
The Faculty of Prairie View A&M University

SECTION SEVEN

The Marshal — Renée Bialas
The Student Organizations

SECTION EIGHT

The Marshal — Dorisula W. Hawkins, 67
The Presidential Party
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1848
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1855

1857
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DELEGATES

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

HARVARD UNIVERSITY
Michael Nicholas Pocalyko
Alumnus

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
Gary R. Barton
Alumnus

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURG
Francene Aaron
Alumna

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT
CHAPEL HILL

Gale S. Huntington

Assistant Professor

MUSKINGUM COLLEGE
Leroy Nelson
Alumnus

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
Patrick Cooney
Alumnus

U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY
Captain Neil Block

MUHLENBERG COLLEGE
Jonathan C. Messerli
President

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
Percy A. Pierre
Vice President for Research

and Graduate Studies

PENN STATE UNIVERSITY
Michael R. Goodfriend
Alumnus

ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY
Bruce Twenhafel
Director of Student Activities

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
Lenola Allen-Sommerville
Alumna
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1876

1877

1879

1880

1882

1884

TRINITY UNIVERSITY
Earl M. Lewis
Professor Emeritus

ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY
Walter Washington
President

SMITH COLLEGE
Leota Sigrid Boesen
Alumna

WILEY COLLEGE
David L. Beckley
President

BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
James H. Matis
Alumnus

HUSTON-TILLOTSON COLLEGE

Lt. Gen. John Q. Taylor King

Director and Chair, Center for the
Advancement of Science, Engineering,
& Technology

JACKSON STATE UNIVERSITY
Everette L. Witherspoon
Executive Vice President

SAM HOUSTON
STATE UNIVERSITY

Bobby K. Marks

Vice President for Academic Affairs and
Student Services

SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY

Rose Glee

Director, Office of Grants,
Contracts and Research

PAINE COLLEGE
William H. Harris
Alumnus

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY
Charles W. Devaney
Alumnus
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DELEGATES

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
Stephen G. Tipps
Alumnus

KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY
Verlene Davenport
Alumna

EAST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY
Jerry D. Morris
President

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
James Lee Martin
Alumnus

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS
Walt Parker
Vice President for External Affairs

RICE UNIVERSITY
Edward F. Hayes

TEXAS LUTHERAN COLLEGE
Elizabeth Graf
Board of Regents Member

LANGSTON UNIVERSITY
A.D. James
Alumnus

TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY
Barry B. Thompson
President

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
Robert J. Bacon, Sr.
Assistant Dean

GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY
Joseph Morale
Acting Vice President for

Student Affairs

TEXAS WOMAN'’S UNIVERSITY
Mildred Parker
Alumna

1923

1923

1926

1947

1960

1965

1965

1965

1966

1971

1971

LAMAR UNIVERSITY — BEAUMONT
Joseph Kavanaugh
Associate Vice President

and Dean of Students

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
Len Ainsworth
Vice Provost

TYLER JUNIOR COLLEGE

Booker T. Harlan
Counselor/Director,

Career Development and Placement

TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
William H. Harris
President

HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
Lou Shields
President of Faculty Assembly

FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY
LaDonna Hudson
Alumna

TARRANT COUNTY JUNIOR COLLEGE
DISTRICT

Erma C. Johnson

Vice Chancellor for Human Resources

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS HEALTH
SCIENCE CENTER AT SAN ANTONIO

Mark V. Edwards

Alumnus

ANGELINA COLLEGE
Patricia M. McKenzie
Dean of Instruction and Admissions

CORPUS CHRISTI STATE UNIVERSITY
Wallace Davis
Interim President

HOUSTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SYSTEM

Charles A. Green

Chancellor



DELEGATES
EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND LEARNED SOCIETIES

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES
William J. Merrell
President

BETA BETA BETA HONOR SOCIETY
Ronald D. Humphrey

HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT JROTC
Lt. Col. Willie M. Bratcher

EPSILON PI TAU HONOR SOCIETY
Charles T. Edwards

PHI BETA KAPPA HONOR SOCIETY
Vicki Seldon

THE SOCIETY OF SIGMA XI, THE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH SOCIETY
John G. Okyere

PHI DELTA KAPPA
Mary Hawkins

TAU BETA PI ENGINEERING HONOR SOCIETY
R.N.S. Rao

REPRESENTATIVES
FOUNDATIONS, ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER GROUPS

MONSANTO CHEMICAL COMPANY

Fred Thompson
Director of Total Quality

Joe Wiley
Manager Professional Recruiting

Colten Isadore
Engineering Technology Supervisor at Chocolate Bayou



CITATIONS AND GREETINGS

ALBANY STATE COLLEGE
ALCORN STATE UNIVERSITY
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
COPPIN STATE COLLEGE
ELIZABETH CITY STATE UNIVERSITY
FAYETTEVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY
FLORIDA MEMORIAL
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
FORT VALLEY STATE COLLEGE
GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY
IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
JARVIS CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
LINCOLN UNIVERSITY
LOYOLA UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
MORGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

REED COLLEGE
RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE
SMITH COLLEGE
SOUTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
TEXAS WOMAN'’S UNIVERSITY
TRINITY UNIVERSITY
TUFTS UNIVERSITY
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
UNIVERSITH OF SOUTH FLORIDA
UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE
WILEY COLLEGE
WINSTON-SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY




INAUGURAL COMMITTEES

STEERING COMMITTEE
Flossie M. Byrd, Chair

Louise Becton Freddie Roberts
Pauline Bonner Hubert D. Smith
Hoover Carden Vivian H. Smith
Marion Henry Rayford Stephens

Ramon Thomas*
Lorenzo Tramble
Hal Walker
Lucius Wyatt

John Hammond
Timothy McWashington
Edward Martin
Elizabeth Noel

J. E. Pennywell

CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC EVENTS
Elizabeth M. Noel, Chair

Ross Clark Alden Reine
Harold Dorsey Theodis Shine
Dorisula Hawkins Bonita St. Julien*
Frank Jackson Clarence Talley
Myra McRoy* Joyce Thornton
Patricia Mosley Linda Willis
Alfred Parks

FACILITIES: BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Timothy McWashington, Chair
Mr. Lorenzo Tramble

Mr. Travis Washington
GUEST LIST, INVITATIONS, PROTOCOL
Hubert D. Smith, Chair

Brenda Anderson Cassandra Moore

INAUGURAL
PROCESSIONAL / RECESSIONAL (cont'd)
Robert Ford Seab Smith
John Fuller Verlie Tisdale
MUSIC COMMITTEE
Lucius Wyatt, Chair
Rubye Hebert Mark Phillips
Danny Kelley Thomas Wallace
George Edwards
PROGRAM COMMITTEE
Edward Martin, Co-Chair
Flossie M. Byrd, Co-Chair
A.D. Aldridge Roopnarine Samaroo*
Brenda Anderson Edna Smith
Louise Becton Elnora Smith
Pauline Bonner Rayford Stephens
Jiles Daniels E. Joahanne Thomas
W. Van Johnson Gloria White
Ellsworth Mayfield Anita Williams*
J. E. Pennywell John Williams
PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS
John Hammond, Chair

Lawrence Bingley* Carol Means
Larry Coleman Vicki Minor
Todd Davis* Janet Campbell*
Diana Fallis Kevin Lyons*
Tom Godwin Marion Williams
Lori Gray Penny Williams

Paris Kincade

Irma Jean Carroll Walter Redd

Paula Garrett Edna Smith SECURITY

Frank Jackson Gloria White .

Jackie King Lora Williams Bayfond Soepluan, G

Phyllis Martin Johnny Boykin Gail Long
Frank Jackson Kenneth Mask

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE
Pauline Bonner, Chair SOCIAL EVENTS AND FOOD SERVICE COMMITTEE

Willie Adams John Holyfield* Vivian H. Smith, Chair

Marshall Brown Lucille Pointer Louise Becton Anthony Hanson*

Sybll Cromble Hubert Smith Linda Berry ]udy Jenkins

Jacquitta Duncan* Seab Smith Pauline Bonner Theodore Kelly

Marion Henry Vivian Smith Osborne Clark Lydia Love
Evelyn Daniels Shondra Marshall*
Freddie Frazier Valerie O'Neal

HOUSING AND MEMORABILIA Tony Gonzales
J. E. Pennywell, Chair

Terra Arline* Eric Key STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Neal Baines Clarence Talley . "

Leonard Campbell Elaine Ward Freddie Roberts, Chair

Tyrone Dargan* Simon Wiltz

Barrett Abrams*

Adrienne Hayes*

Sherylle Fuller Robert Brown* Vincent House*
Nina Bryson James Johnson*
Jacquitta Duncan* Jose Luna*
INAUGURAL Betty Hall Jolie McKeel*
PROCESSIONAL/RECESSIONAL Frank L. Hallum®* A. Ramon Thomas
Marion Henry, Chair
Willie Adams Samuel Good TRANSPO
Clarissa Booker Mary Hawkins R
Amy Boykin Lee Henderson Hal Walker, Chair
Purvis Carter Doris Lewis Ambrose Barrett* i Kett
William Chapman Earnestine Outley Nieale Bette. s
Marie Clem William Parker Hoover Carden
Hulen Davis Donna Rolls
Charles Edwards Cecil Strickland * Students
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
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Deputy Chancellor for Academic Program Planning and ReSearch ................cuvvniecicincuniiniines EDWARD A. HILER
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Vice-Chancellor for Research Park and Corporate Relations ... MARK L. MONEY
Vice-Chancellor for SEate AffAITS .......oeuvueueieisissisisesisnisiisissisissis s BILL C. PRESNAL

FORMER PRINCIPALS AND PRESIDENTS
OF PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY

Former Principals Former Presidents

L. W. Minor (1878-1879) E. B. Evans (1947-1966)
E. H. Anderson (1879-1884) ]J. M. Drew (1966)

L. C. Anderson (1884-1896) A.1. Thomas (1966-1982)
E. L. Blackshear (1896-1915) P. A. Pierre (1983-1989)

I. M. Terrell (1915-1918)
J. C. Osborne (1918-1925)
W. R. Banks (1926-1947)



ALMA MATER — “DEAR PRAIRIE VIEW”

Dear Prairie View, our song to Thee we raise,

In gratitude we sing our Hymn of Praise,

For mem’ries dear, for friends and recollections

For lessons learned while here we’ve lived with thee.
For these we pledge our hearts full of devotion,

To serve thee now, and through eternity.

As days go by, our hearts will not grow cold,
We'll love thy purple royal and thy gold

We'll through our lives exemplify thy teachings,
We'll always strive a blessing to be.

Thy children we our love and pride confessing,

We'll love thee now, and through eternity.

Words by O. ANDERSON FULLER

Music from “Finlandia” by Sibelius
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