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PRAIRIE VIEW STATE COLLEGE - PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS .A-..==;__ ______ _ 

VOLUME IX AUGUST - 1940 NUMBER 12 

I OTHER MATTERS -

A CALENDAR 

1 Special Sermon Graduating Class - August 4 
The Reverend I B Loud '28 - Kingsville, Texas 

2 Graduating Exercises - 8:00 PM - August 5 
Address - Professor Oscar Anderson Fuller - Prairie View 

3 4-H Encampment - August 5-10 

4 Annual Farmers' Short Course - August 11-15 

5 National Negro Medical Association - ~ugust 15 

6 Summer School closes (officially) - August 15 

B .MISCELLANEOUS 

1 All staff members are requested to assist with Farmers' Short 
course. 

2 The next NEWS LETTER will carry financial statement of Community 
Chest. Kindly see Mr Buchanan this week if you have not done so 
already. 

3 Please check your records and see if you have paid your pled to 
the Houston YMCA Building Fund. 

4 The official date of all staff members who a not on a tw lvu 
months basis to report for duty the next fiscal year is Sept mber 
7, 1940 

5 I wish for each of you a pleasant and profitable vacation period 

II THE DRAMA OF 1881 

By 1881 the Southern States were in th thro s of circumstanc 1 

and events consequent to the Civil War, the period known as Reconstruc

tion. The policies and programs of dealing with thes f ore s wt.:r takin 

definite form; objectives were passing through the last st s of debat; 

and, convictions and judgments wer e meticulously defin d. In th c nt r 

of things, those prominent personalities of iromedi t ly bf r aft r 

the war were playing the leading roles, such as Bob Toombs, Alexander 

Stevens, Joseph Edmondson Brown and John B Go on of orgia; Rob rt 

Vance of North Carolina; Robert E Le~ of Vir 'nia; and J ff rson Davia 

of Mississippi. These dramatic figur shad kept thou hts, o inions and 



points of views in motion until their understudi s, such men as Tom atson, 

Henry W Grady, John Temple Graves and Hoke Smith of Georgia; Cole Bleas 

and Ben Tillman of South Carolina; and, the late Senator Vardaman of s

sissippi reached the scene and occupied he colorful spot li t of public 

attention for more than a generation. 

Now the newly emancipated slaves wore beginning to learn - reading, 

spelling, writing and ciphering - to take the first steps of citizenship in 

a democracy, acquire property, homes, start churches and businesses. Thy 

responded immediately to the benign influ~nces of missionary educc:1.tion and 

also had begun to feel the workings of a duals stem of public education. 

At that time the predominant thought regarding the Negro hinged upon two 

important questions, viz: 

1 What shall be the content and scope of the education of 
Negroes? 

2 What shall be the place of the Nero in a Democratic 
government? 

It was in the year of 1881 that Booker T Washington, th father of 

functional education for the masses of Negroes, arriv d t Tuske e, whil 

WEB DuBois was still studying Latin, Greek and Philosophy at Fisk Uni

versity. It was not apparent then that these powerful person lities ould 

be leaders of different thoughts in their ay. 

The Cotton Kingdom had receiv d its bl•ssing. It as ob sup ort

ed by Negro - sometimes peonage - b.Od tenant labor. Con equ nt to th s n 

of neglecting soil conservation and the evils of agricultural easantry, cot

ton supremacy collapsed fifty-sev n (57) years la er - he story is 11 

told in the 11Grape s of 1i,rath II and "You Have S en heir Fae s. 11 

Another event stole a march on Gold n Dan, by thr ho rs 

8, 1881. In the foot hills of th Pied~ont Plat au, in h 

country from the sleepy to ·n of Har tell, or ia, a baby boy sl' n o 

this Drama without a himper. He as nwn d 7'11 h rford Banks c 1-



ed for years "Scrap" for short. His entire career has been colored and in

fluenced by the subtle movements and amazing events of this period - Au st, 

1881 to August, 1940 ------- now he can tell tales. 

I am 

Willette Rutherford Banks 
"Scrap" 



Principal W.R. Banks 
Prairie View, Texas 

Dear Principal Banks: 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF B 
Boston, Texas 

July 19, 1940 

I notice with a great amount of interest the art cle in th Dallas 
News concerning your school. I believe that you have done an ex
cellent job in prese•1ting your case to the best man I know of in 
Texas to assist in getting what you need, 

I have always told my colored teachers in this county that whenever 
they used the opportunities they have to the best advanta e possible 
that they can rest assured that new opportunities will be afforded 
them. I have been thinking for the last year or two thut may be your 
school was going to be an exception to this rule. I do not kno of 
a school in Texas that has used the facilities to as good an adv&nt 
as have you folks. You have done a ~onderful job and vou need an ex
pansion of your program, It did not seem to me that his expa:,sion 
was coming as it should and it was beginnin to make me wond r wheth r 
or not I was right in the philosophy I was teachin my t achers. This 
article makes me believe that still I was ri t, becaus a n ed can go 
just so long and then those in authority and those ith ability can call 
this to the attention of those who have the po er to do om thin a out 
it. The case was well presented in this article. It told the truth 
and it presented the need. I believe that seri s of articl similar 
to this will do much to secure the needed addi ional. due tional. facili
ties for the colo ed youth of our eats ate, 

I do not know of a group of people any where that 
tablish cordial relations betv een the ,,. hite an h 
you and your faculty. If you ill continue this 
lieve that your needs Hill be met to a r at r de 
the past \e need leaders of your typ. 

huve mo -
col th 
at I s 
et he 

Any time that I can sssist you in your 
call on me. 

at ork lea e 1eel f to 

Yours sincerely. 

L. H. Griffin /s/ 
County Superintendent 

LHG:mwr 



OUR UNPREP 

Every day brings us mor and mor to th realiz tion tha th 
graduates of our schools and colle es a failing to 
much because there are no positions available b cau hey ar un r d. 
Our graduates are coming out, equipp d with f ·r knowledge oft ch'n hi -
tory, geography, some arithmetic, n ral cienc or som subj ct; bu thy 
are not equipped with what it tak s to actually ta job don. 

With the teaching profession ov r-c ded (in qu tity althou h no 
in quality) , there is little need for trainin th m jority of atud nt• to 
be teachers. There must be more concentration upon makin livin cmd t-
ting along with people. Somewhere in th curriculwu th r should b v'd d 
courses designed to show the stud nts tho advant of o ning busin of 
their own. What would prevent a young man with a k en mind and a llin 
to work from succeeding in a groc ry busin ss? \'/hy coul n 1t an nt • i 
young lady make good with a dress or ha. op? 'ihy do sn I i h 
standing start a laundry? 

The answer to the problem will not b given, h 
is done about preparin teach rs to ivo the stud nts 
There has been an intense leE.Oing toward e ed teachers, 
about making a living except what they hav rad 'n books. av r school 
t eacher is impratical in his interpr t tion of he robl ms of m in ivin 
because he has never really been e os d o anythin but ide itu tions. 

The college crunpus is as a rul nviro nt 
is protected by the colle 'and the fo nd ncy to 
as it relates to his small world. ~hen h is st o 
is bewildered because it is altog ther diff~ rom 
of. With the over-emphasis upon de and lack of 
things, the teachers are not informed themselv sand 
part to the students anything o her th th kno l dg 
their own little world. 

Our schools and colle 
women must be employed ho have 
position to give the students th be 
a clash between theory and ractic. 
to know wh n that clash exists and to 

Four y~ars of coll 
Bu is is worthless if it does not pr 

ho 
h m 
cir 

t s am 
iron it 

he orld . It is time now for our coll 
highly de eed facul ies in favor of h 
a class of a ates iho ·11 1 kno 
rather than handica s to h~ opl 

- D s 

n 



sou u s ECO.O 

F .. rms, In ustry 
10-Y r Pl&n· 

B oks 
Unit d Pr Jt 

Atlanta, Ga., Jun 24 - The South h 
pro r ss to solvu ·1hat Pr si nt fioos v lt 
economic problem. 11 

C I 

n 

OU 

The pro am encom asse p bl f c d by ricu , in~u ry, 
e ucution and busin ss. It b en indor by oll ou v rn r. 

The Program calls for; 

1 Balance ,noney cro s, incluclin for try, ,1 h food, d, 
and f rtility crops. 

2 Balance crops i h liv.stock pro uction 

3 Balance scientific ·on of h 

4 

scientific marke in, r 
estLbl'shment of adequate 
barriers . 

BEJ.W1ce farms ith f ctori s 

5 Utilize and dwclo all nr.tural r 
conservation olici 

6 Provi ad qun 

7 Encoura hri t 

8 Beau if horns co 

9 Raise the s 
health r.nd 

10 Balance econonic 

Ur ncy of the 
edi or of h Pro 
si 
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