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NE'HS LETTER 

PRAIRIE VIEW STATE CCLLE~E - PRttIRI~ VIEW, TEXhS 

VOLUME IX DECl:XBER 1939 
A CALENDAR -

(a) Football - Prairie View-Southern at Southern - December 2 
(b) Fourth 11 Y11 Leadershjp Institute - recember 8-9 anrt 10 
(c) Christmas Vacation - December 21-28, 1939 

B NEGRO HISTORY DISCUSSIONS -

NUMBER 4 

(a) Recent Federal Land Ownership Act Upon Negro Farm C erators 
in Texas - By the Agrjcultural D;vision - December 7 

(b) Negroes who Made Thdr Jo s - By the Hom~ Economics Divi~ion -
December 8 

C MISCELLANEOUS -

(a) Football - ~ew Ye:ar's Day - 1940 

PRAIRIE VIEW STATE COLLEGE-XhVIER - Houston 

(b) Unit Short Course for Farmers - January 2-12, i940 

D FOURTH 11 Y11 LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE -

In an effort to give a more definite ro~ram to the several ins itu­
tions - collepes , high schools and city 11 Y11 - it was the thought that 
some type of cultivation should rreced the .1urnual 01 r Boys' Con­
ference . It vras the fee:ling that if the lt:~ ership i I the loco.l 11 Ys 11 

could be trained, better results woulri follow. Consequently, in 1936, 
the "Y" Leadership Institu e was held at Prairie Vit-w Stat ColleP • 
The movement has been amazin,ly satisfhctory. On Dbc, ber 8-9-10, 
the Fourth Leadership Institute will be hcld at th, colle e. Dr W J 
Faulkner of Fisk Univ·rsity Hill be the Di5cussion Leader. 

E FACULTY ENTERThlNMENT -

At the last Workers I eetin h recolILJ1e11d .. ions of he S ecial Com­
mittee of Faculty lmtertc:.inment that \', huve a minimwn of wo e:n r­
tainments - one e[..ch semester, and each st· ff membt:r ay 1.00 - Y1as 
unanimously adopted. This \·,as a significant st r• I is n f elin 
that intellig~nce should rro p us of the im ortance of hol some r -
creation and roup fellowship - hat e shoul ave enough resourc 
within ourselves to ntertain our5 lves. It is our opinion hat the 
Staff ~ill cooperate 10(1,t in his movement , Y YOUR FEE OF 1.00 TO 
PRvFESSOR BUCH 

F QUESTION D SUGGESTION - FACULTY -

Have you paid your Cemmunity Chest fees? If no , 11 D0 it now." 



G THE COLLEGE ANNUAL -

Based on the strength of the 50 subscriptions for a College 
Annual this year, and the apparent united enthusiasm of all 
those connected with the College, an JUmual ~ill be published 
this ~rear. v.e want to assure all subscribers that it will be 
a beautiful piece of art. Those who have not subscribed and 
desire to dos~, kindly contact Mr R W Hilliard. ~ether a 
person subscribes or not, it is im ortant that we have the 
CUT of EVERY staff mem er connected with the institution. r­
rangements have been made for Mr T W Jons of Prairie View and 
Mr AC Teal of Houston to make the pictures. 

H AND FINJU,LY -

"The greatest and randest legacy the ,..orld has ever 
received is th man whose heart is too full of ri ht­
eousness for rr•judic to fin room; whose vision is 
too cl~ar t o be obstructed by class distinctions, ~hose 
lif and de eds wrap, like the tendrils of a plant, a­
round the hearts and lives of the common people and pull 
th m up with him as he rises to hi her an purer worlds 
of thought and a.ction. 11 

PS - eeting usual ime and lac 
\ ,RB 

BANKS - A U 109 



SUBJECTS FOR EGRO RISTCRY OISCUSSIO S 

1939-194 

1 AGRICULTURAL DIVISIO -

(a) Effect of the Recent Federal Lan Ownership ct Upon i o 
Farm Operators in Texas -

Decemher 7, 1939 

2 HOME ECON01ICS DIVISION -

(a) e oes ,·,'ho iadc Their Olm Jobs -

cemb r C, 1939 

3 DEPARThIBNT OF EDUC,,TION -

(a) The Problems that Confront Our Dceinnin Teach rs in our 
Modern fducation Program -

Ja~uary 4, 1940 

4 DIVISION OF HEALTH -

(a) The A vnntages of Socialize 'ed:·cine i's I , ff cts the Negro -

January 5, 1940 

5 GRADUATE DIVISION -

(a) The Lloyd Gaines D cis·on und Its Implica ions for o 
Education -

Janu·ry 11, 1940 

6 DEPARTMENT OF E GLISH -

(a) ·,'hat Democracy :eans to he ~ o -

February 8, 1940 

7 IBCHhNIC ARTS DIVISIO -

(a) Business Opportuniti 

ru 9, 1 40 

8 SOCI L SCIE CES DIVISIO -
(a) Consum r Problems of ur 1 

F ar; 15 , 1940 

9 DEPARTMENT OF SCIE. 'CES -

s nd South , st -

$ -

( a) Contribu ions of '' oe o th lat r 1 ci nces · · h Cr:­
portunitics for he fu ur -
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Nt Counties and Schools 

38 Counties have 
NO 1-Teacher Sctools 

32 have ONE Teacher Schs 

29 II TWO II II 

25 II THREE II II 

20 11 FOUR II II 

6 11 FIVE II H 

16 II SIX II II 

9 II SEVEN II II 

15 II EIGHT II II 

6 II NINE II II 

58 . II TEN 
OR MCRE II II 

254 TOTAL 

--C 

No of 
Schools 

-

32 

58 

75 

80 

30 

96 

63 

120 

54 

971 

1,579 

T.i:.BLE I -- l TEACHER SCHOOLS IN TEXAS - WHITE 

No with Number of Grades Tau~ht Jwerage 
less than 5 or Daily Enroll-
8 i:.:os Tenn less 6 7 8 9 10 11 httendance ,nent 

- - - - - - - - --- --·--

l 5 2 22 2 l - - 392 . 6 ~58 

6 17 5 32 3 - - 1 792 . 2 921 

7 11 7 ~o 4 2 1 - 944. 9 1,096 

15 12 6 57 1 I., - - 1,065 . 8 1,239 

1 8 2 20 ·- - - - 367. 1 403 

17 5 10 73 4 ~ 1 1,360. 3 1,582 .,. -
4 18 3 40 2 - - - 1,003. 1 1,165 

20 8 5 93 8 c - - 1,498. 8 1,743 

14 4 2 46 2 - - - 757 . 2 880 

228 57 73 776 52 13 - - 14,682 . 2 17,070 

313 145 115 1209 78 ?9 2 1 22,864.2 26,561 



TABI.E II - 1 TE.i-.CHER SCHOOLS IN TEXAS - COLORED 

No Counties and S<hools I No of I No \·1ith Number of Grades TGueht .\verage 
Schools less than 5 or I 6 I I 8 19 I 10 lu )a:i.ly I Enroll-

I 8 JJ!os Term less 7 -\ttendance ment 
I 
I I 

154 Counties have 
t-.0 1-Teacher Schools 

18 have ONE Teach£:r Schs 18 10 1 - 14 1 1 1 - 327. 5 I 421 

It TV-;Q II 11 12 7 1 1 10 - - - - 191,1 

8 11 Tiffi.EE II 11 24 8 - - 21 2 1 - - ~J,.8 . 4 70 

11 11 FOUR II 11 l.!.. ll 3 2 37 2 - - - 932 . 4 1,192 

6 11 FIVE 11 It I 30 8 - 29 1 - - - 652 . 3 838 -

3 11 SIX It ,, 16. 7 - 2 16 - - - - 333 -4 427 

II SE.VEN 11 It 23 9 - 3 25 - - - - 478. 6 612 

5 11 EIGHT It 11 I L.0 I 14 I - I 1 39 - - - - 1,017~6 1,305 

~ " tJIM: 11 II I 27 12 I 1 26 451.0 582 - - - - -

38 11 TEN 11 II I 656 287 I 11 43 586 5 1 10 16,010. 5 I 20,52 -

l. TOT;J. 897 373 1 53 I 803 11 1 10 I 20, ·U.2 . s 26,551 



The situation in r gard to the egro 1-teacher schools is re­

flected in these facts and figures . 

There are 190 1-teacher e ro schools in independent school 

districts and 897 in the common school districts of the State . Table 

II on the preceding age gives much additiontl information &bout these 

schools in the common school districts . 

It is interesting to note tha the enrollment in Vvhite 1-t acher 

schools is slightly less than the enrollment in the egro 1-teacher 

schools; but that only 2. 75% of the total \ihi e en llment is in rural 

1-teacher schools while more than 12% of the Negr o pupils are in such 

schools . 

There is also much misconception in regard to the length of the 

school term in these 1-t ach r schools if the County Superintendents' 

Reports are giving a true picture of th , situ~tion, aud we believe the 

reports are reliable. 

Only 313 vmite 1-teacher schools had erms of less than 8 months, 

while mor e than thc.t number op rate nin ,r1onths . 

There were 373 Ne ro 1- acher schools v;hich opera ed less than 

7 months in 1938-39, bu a the srune time there were many e ro schools 

which operated 8 or 9 months . 

The millenium in school affairs has no awned in Texas -- far 

from it ! Never-the-less we should not hide our heads under he cover of 

out-dated stc.tistics and refus to se h f'rst pale mor in li ht hich 

tells of a brighter, more splend'd day hich is coming in o e ·s ence for 

the new streamlined Texas School Sys m of 1940. 



HOMED ONSTRATIO HORK 
FIRS - OCTOBER 1939 

HO D ONSTR TIO EXHIBITS 

STATE F;..IR OF TEXAS The gr&dual im rovement in rural homemaking and fann-
ing which Negro agricultural leaders are doing in 33 

Texas counties among home demonstration club women and 4-H club girls was 
graphically demonstrated in an Ext nsion Service exhibit in the Agricultural 
Building at the State Fair of Texas, October 7-22, 1939, at Dallas, Texas . 
Thirty-thr ee counties participating in this exhibit made 877 entri s of caMed 
pr oducts (in glass jars), clothing and home im rovement articles . t ar pre­
serves led in canned goods viith 53 entries, kitchen outfits (apron and cap) 
led in clothing with 31 entries and candl v.ick spreads led in home improve­
ment with 20 entr ies . h revival of interest in fairs was evidenced by the 
large number of exhibits, increased attenct~nce, care ·ven to reparing and 
arranging entries and the superior guality of exhibits entered over those of 
pr evious years. Twenty-five of the 33 counties competing in the State Fai r 
exhibit were included on the list of priz winners . 

SOUTH TEXAS STATE FAIR Sixteen counties in the Southern Division sent an ex-
hibit of quality canned products, clothing articles , 

and home im rovem€nt work to the South Texas Fair at B aumont, Texas, October 
26-November 4, 1939 . The exhibit as outstanding und won th€ pro.ise of visitors . 
One hundred and sixty-five prizes were awarded, 88 of these were won y the hom 
county, Jefferson. The sweepstake prize also went to Jeff rson County. 

RUSK COUNTY Home demonstration club v:om n and 4-H club girls put up av ry 
creditable exhibit at the Rusk County Fair. Th exhibit con­

sisted of 300 containers of canned ve.etables and fruits, 82 articl s of cloth­
ing and household linen. There were also three educational exhi its; one show­
ed he frame garden, tools with which to cul ivate it , canning equi ment and 
containers of v getables which may be canned from products ha can bP. grown 
in a frame r,arden . The second one sho ed the use of whole grain and foods 
made from grain including corn, corn rn al and corn muffins · mil maize, milo 
flour and milo muffins; and oats, oatmeal and oa meal cookies . In this dis­
play was a small inex ensive, but satisfac ory hand mill ha th average 
family can afford, which was used o grind he grains . The hird educa ional 
dis lay was a minia ure home showing good arr .... '1 1.:ment of out-houses, barns, 
orchard, and g&rden, emphasizing cleanliness, ro er dre1inage and co venient 
well kept lav.n, landscaped with flo rs and shr bbt:ry , 

ANDERSON COUTY The .hnd rson Coun y Fo.ir was held a ht Texas Fruit alace 
October 9-14. In he h me emonstr~ ion exhi i t here 1ere 

593 entries of sewing Clfid 412 ~n ri of canned and dried produc s . h venti­
lated pantry shm,ing stored canned roduc s correc ly lc1b 1 d and lc.ced in he 
pantry comprised he ucc. i onal exhibit . ' ·omen and · rls from 18 ifferent 
communities exhibited products . T •- Fair Com.ni ee ·ve 150. 00 n mont:y as 
prizes . hpproximately 10,000 p rs~ns visi ed th isplay an co limned the 
women on their fine work • 

KAUF COUNTY 

One hundr ed and 
communities mad 

. Do~ntown Dis lay of home· fam roduc s -&s 01 ~or 
by he County Home emons r · ·on Council Octob,r ~7-28 . 

twenty-five home emonstr · ion clu .om n o.nd irls from 12 
en ri s, otalin 330 in can d ro uc s d clo hin a icles . 



The and prize for he 1 st singl xhirit a a ar ed to 
Davis, lilson community, s Dav· s had 16 entries 7 of these on rizes . 
The and prize was an u holst red rocker ,. hich was given y a loc 
furniture store . A prize of · 2. 50 in roe ries ·ven by a local merchant 
went o Mesdames Louise and Cornelia Punch, Shu y Grove co unity for 
thei r mattress entry. For the b st handh ork, rs Julia Raven, ;ilson com­
munity, receiv d a kitchen stool and a pair of hose on a quilt . In this 
same class, rs Dai y alone, l'lson com..-nuni y r~ceived a mirror and a 
pair of hose . 

· ,HARTON COUNTY The vh rton County Home Demonstr, tion Co ncil s onsored 
a dis lay of homed monstration ~ork at the rl'larton­

Matagorda County Fair tha wash ld a he \har on County Fair Grounds Oct­
ober 17-21. Ninety-six persons c.nroll din 'rls' and women ' s clubs dis­
played articles of home im rov m nt Mrk, clothin, and 365 con ain rs of 
canned foods . Eleven of th -.omen who js laye articl s hav ar ·ci a d 
in the council dis la;v for s ven consecu ive Th hi h o · nt Vlinners 
were: rs Sulv a illiams, Burr community, ri bons of which 12 
were first premium, 8 s cond, Md hre thir r miwns . The second hi h 
point winner, ~rs Anni e lr'd of Scilla community, on 14 remiums 
of which 6 were first lac, 4 s cond place an 4 third lace . Lillian 
Bryant of the Girls' Club of t Scilla, along with Th lma rmstron, Lillie 

ae Fisher of t Scilla wer the high oint inners for th girls an re­
ceived awards from he Fair ~s sociation for their ou st~ndin ork . 

TAGCRDA COUNTY For the s cond consecu ·v y ar th horn denonstrat·on 
clubs in a agorda County have jo n d those of Wh ton 

Coun yin placing a home demons ra ion xh' This year 15 clubs artici-
pated with a display of 231 entri s of roducts and clotnin rticl s . 
The object of he fair was r~st ·n •ro in and conservin bet-
ter products at hooe, to im rove m hods of lain sewn, an t mak their 
bedrooms more livabl and comforta le . For y-s v n priz s wer on by he 
wom~n and girls of •a a orda Coun y. 

FAYETTF COUNTY Th ained from corrmun in 1938 
simi avor for 1939 , 8 commu · i 

ed communi y fairs he month of Oc Colony , Huls 
Zion, Meckleberg L , Round Top, Vally. 
frui s and ve table 8CO s of c h 

roducts ere is la · it r e c 
ho.ne d monstr ion c h 
teresting features 
ment .ro rams and 

on or­
M 

n d 
d farm 

In-

s . 

SITH CCU TY 62 r icl s of 
by 492 4-H 

Club · rls' and 1omen I s hom 
Septemb r 18-2). Elev n cl b 
Oliv , Clayton, ;a rs Bl ff, 
Chapel and S rin Cre k. The 
11 ~re Foods and Feed 
duca ional xhibit 

and lantin at s . 
he S arville hom d t · 

sec poult • 

Fuir 

n 



Th befor pie ur~ sho\. d chickens r '-= s w1 i:n rop rly f d, 
while tht after icture s a. d h s 01 c~rin for a flock 
of chickens \ith all im. rov~m .ts . V rious ~ys o s rv·ng mats vos o .e 
hase of W1 cd c~tional exhibit, ,hole ,r ·in roctucts shO\in h various 

in edients that ar us d in m in , .. uf ins, an rolls f r om hr 1 cdn as 
clso an int~r sing ucc:..tional xhibit . riz~s totaling roard-
t d. 

GRI.GG COUTY The horn de, onst r ation clu s c 
F· ir .i.s •ocic...tion 

of he county. The coun y ccunc· ard im-
. rovcmcnt, a \,Lll lannLd · nd 
v·ash-houst: combined; Vi 

and yard; and bcrn er · 
\':hi. te and COV( r d ', i th . h 
foundation of the hou 
shad and bc:..ck round . 
,··er used wh rt. n cu,s J.. 

placard av • th poin 
niniatur • ._..j hty ···om c o y ;;.nd 

xil d.:par m ... n s . T nur s off c1rticl of 
clothing in t h odult 4-H club i ·ne s~• ior r -
oui r ments his · E.. rs of food · ar · cl s of 
clo hin . J nio rls it d 35 con s of food t.nd 
25 ~rticl~s of c ing. ·v d a otul 74.75 in riz s . 
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