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Pa~e Eight 
THE PRAmIE VIEW STAXDAim 

February, 193!1 

8yr1111 maldng- rlt>monstration at tht• Thirty-first Annual Farmers Short Courst•, Prairie View, Texas. 

TEX,\S A. & 1\1. COLLE<;E 
EXTEXSIO;\' SEifflCE 

N('gTo familit•s in :l-t Tt•xas <:oun­
ti es are S('I ved by N Pgrn eonnty 
honw clemonstration agents and !1 ,4 rn 
fam i!ies madt• chang·t's in their 
homes and imprnvecl thl'i1· living: 
eon :?itions during- 1!);{8 as a rt\:,;ult 
of the work. 

~ r·gTo Ext<.1 nsion St•1·vi<.·e \\·01-J.~ is 
administ(•1·t•d frnm t.lw Pn1i1·il' View 
Stat<' :\'ormal ancl l11clust1·ial Collt•gl', 
a hranrh of TPxas A. & l\l., with 
C. ll. \\'a!1(•1· as ,-;tatp lPad(•1·. llomt• 
dt•mon,strnlion work is unclP, · th(• di-
1·eetion of :\frs. Iola \\'. Rowan. 

A p1·in1a1y object of th e Nl'g'l'o 
hon1p dt\lnons tration agent:-- is to gee_\ 
that the homt• food ;.;upply 1s ade­
qua t('. Four thousan :l, eid1t hun­
drl'd and ('ig-ht.1·-fin• famili t•s plamwd 
and p1·oclu<:ecl tlw l'oc>:I nc•cess:u·y fo1· 
th(• family . In addit ion to the 1·t•g·u­
iar g·:.nlPns. l!i:l frame gank·ns fo1· 
out-of-sPa son production \\'t•re adclt•d 
in l!J:JS. 

Annual n•po1ts of tlw ag·ents show 
that ~,.181 fruit tre0s and vines 
1n•rt• plantecl durin_g· the pa,;t y ear, 
an:! that 'i;il ,Ofi2 poumls of fruit 
1n•n• lw1-vested for hon](' us0. 

F1 om l l ,O;l8 milk cm1·,- those who 
tool; pa1t in the p1·ogTa111 realized a 
considerable contribution to the foocl 

,mpply, while IO!l,88G laying- hens, of 
which G~,l iG we re pullet, acldecl in 
Jfl;l8 , were on hand at the end of the 
~-ca~·. Imp rovemt•nts included the ad­
dition of 184 poultry houses ancl the 
repair of G-17 houses, while :l,3 l(i 
families prnduct•cl all fc(•d, including­
pasturP, and 1,457 Jrnrchascs 01· in­
cuhated pureb1·t•d chich. 

F1·om honw gardens and 01·chal'<ls 
:l ,Ofi 1,8,!0 pints of food 11·t•1·e cannt•d , 
l ,O~fi,88:l pounds of fruits ancl vegc­
ta blt>s \l'l'l'l' :,ton.'d in clriPcl form , 
:;78 ,G:~0 qua rts of Vt1g·t•tahlt1 :-; ,vt•n· 
b1·i1wd, and !187,688 pmmds of fr<•.,h 
Yl•g·etahlPs \\"<.•re stored . Food :--o 

stored 01· prest•rvt•d had a value of 
Sl!i2,8 G(i. During- the year f>0-1 1·cnti­
lated pantries we rt• adckd. 

In addition to adnmces in methods 
of food prepa rntion, l,!)0-1 familiP s in 
17 counties studied diets an:! adopted 
J'l'COnJm('IHlations for CCIITecti1·p fl'l':1-
ing:. 

Items in home imp1·01·pme11t inelucl­
t•cl the acldition of -t!ll bt•drooms and 
(i(i kitcht•ns and tlH' imp1·0Yemcnt of 
,l,121 bPdrnoms and 1,0;)3 kitchens. 
Of the 1,087 mattresses addd, 613 
11·e1·e made at home. 

Repai1· tht• houscll'ork included 
5:l-t roofs repaired or replaced, :!05 
foundation s madt• secu,·e, 42:l houses 
pained, 837 ll'indoll's added, the re­
mod eling- of ;{22 house,; nnd 0011-

struction of i8. 
llonw smTounding·s \\'('rl' improvl'<l 

as 1,085 lall'ns \\'l'l'l' leVL•lt·d and socl­
d(•d, 74!1 fen CL' s , gates, ancl walks 
built and --1,151 t1·ees and 21,7!18 
shl'llbs p I a II t l' <I. Only trees and 
shrubs liYing: \\'e1·t• 1·ppo1-ted. 

In clothing ll'ork ;{,782 drPsses anrl 
1 ~.2-1:{ othC'I ' garments ll'ere made 
dlJl·ing- th0 y<•ar as 2,2G8 11·0111011 and 
g-i, ·:s a ehicl'(•d th(' g:oal s they h:ul 
SC't up at till' beg-inning- of the yt•a1· . 

Families coop(•rntin.c: with the 
hon](' d,·monstration agt•nls 1·t•alizt•d 
S-11 ,.J 78 ,(i~ thrnugh sal(' of p1·oductf> 
prnduct•d at honll' . Tht' major ikm 
in this list was rug-s and sp1·eads , 
ll'hich brnug·ht in Sll,:l:l,. 

llomt• lwalth and sanitation w01·k 
l'.'as ron:luded in ..102 communities 
a s :l,R,8 indil'iduals imprnn•d their 
lll'alth habits , 5-t:l familit•s installed 
sanitary clos l'ts or outhottsl's , 1,4 l ;{ 
houst•s · 1n•1·p SCl'l'('llt'cl, ancl 2,-1-1-t in­
di,·iduals u,,l'd some prt•ventive mea­
sun• to impro\'e health. 

Child dp1·t•lopml'nt and n•creation 
ea!ll(' in for consid t• rable attention. 

:\'eg:·o county home demonstration 
agents ll'orked thl'Ough -170 home 
cle mons trntion clubs ll'ith a member­
ship of fl ,018 and :1-15 girls ' -1-I-{ club1, 
ll'ith an ('nrnllnwnt of G,327. In ad­
dition 4,8:l~ families outs id0 of club 
mcmbl'rs hip ll'l're helped during- 1938. 

THE:' AGRICULTURAL E.XTC:NSION ISSUE 
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1938 Report Of Agricultural Extension Division 
Shows Wide Variety Of Services Rendered 

1.620 families followed recommendations regarding t>lanting shrubbery 
and 21,798 shrubs were planted and are living, 8,4:'i9 of which arc na tfrc 
shrubs. 

Yard Improvement In 
1938 

In 292 communities in 31 counties 
home grounds were i m p r o v e d 
th1·ough yard beautification. In 23 
counties 274 women developed as 
many demonstrations. The re were 
525 girls and ten boys who did yard 
work, as their "special home work." 

In the making of foundation, bor­
der, and screen plantings 21,798 
native and nursery shrubs were used. 
Soil preparation and improvement 
preceded the actual planting of trees 
and shrubs . The soil was fertilized, 
where it was necessary, and pulver­
ized, and a g ood "home" for the 
p!ant marlc. 

Yard plans were made by the 
demonstrato1· and her family, directed 
by the home demonstration ag-ent. 
The needs and desi1·es of the family, 
and the best practices in yard im­
provement, served a s a criteria in 
making la ndscape plans. 

Where it was found necessary 
yards were enlarged. The enlarge­
ment of yards called for n ew fences 

(Continued on page 6) 

Bed Room Improvement 
in 1938 

Inte rest in bed room work has in­
creased anrl in many instances the 
first improvement ha s been to pro­
vide a standard bed. To this end 
thern we1·e 61:l mattresses made at 
home and 474 factory made onPs add­
ed. Six hundred and seventy-two 
bedding protectors and 1,78-1 bed 
spreads w ere added. 

Papering walls and re finishing· 
woodwork grew in popularity and 
did much to improve the appearance 
of rooms. This type of improvement 
was done in almost all of the 3,121 
bed rooms which we1·e improved. 

Handicraft was done in 1D coun­
ties and mos t of the handicraft was 
rug-making. 

Portable screens we re made a nd 
bathino- centers set up in the bed 
rooms ."' Other improvements in bed 
rooms include windows added and 
screened, window glass replaced, 
clothes closet s built or improved, the 
addition of lamps, chairs, tables , 
dressers, quilts, blankets, curtains, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Harness and Leather 
Goods Exhibited By 

Negro Farmers 

9,41!) PAM!LlES IMPROVE 
LIVING CONDITIONS 

An e xhibit of 164 sets of fine har ­
ness and lcathe1· good s , made by 
Texas NegTo fa1·me 1·s was dis played 
in the o!d auditorium at Prnirie View 
State College, Prai1·ie View, Texas , 
during the School for Agents July 
8-31, 1938. This exhibit was a rc­
~ult of leathe r and harness made in 
demonstrations unde1· the supervi­
s ion of Neg·1·0 County Agricultural 
Agents with the assistance of the 
Texas Extension Service Leather 
Specialis t of A. & l\L College of 
Texas, and t h e N cgrn District 
Agents representing the Negro Ex­
tension Division. 

The demon strati ons w ere beg-un in 
co unties whe 1·e fal'mers , supervised 
by ag·ents, tanned the hides, cut out 
the harness, tacked , brndder! and 
sew0cl them beginning in l\Iarch ancl 
extending through June, 19:~8. 

The farm c ,·s we re sholl'n leather 
and harness mate!'ial at such low 
cost at county fairs and State Shor t 
Cou!'se s du1·ing the years 1935-:l,, 
11'hich caused them t o want g-ood ha r­
ness. 

Th e first lcathc1· tanning demon­
stn1tion among i\'cg roes was con­
ducted in Huntsville, Walker County. 
Three hides 11·e1·e tannPd and shown 
at the Walke!' County Fait- in rn:M. 
Visiting agents saw this completed 
demons tration and became interested 
in initinting it in their counties. On 
June 21, 1935, a dis trict leather 
school was conducted at Tyler, Tex­
a s . One complete set of harness 
was made and shown at the State 
Short Course. In June, 1937, the 
agents , having tanned leathe r for 
the s econd school, made forty com-

( Continued on page 5) 



Pa~e Two 

BED 1100:\1 DI l'IW\'E:\IE:--T, l!J:lS 

(Continut•d from pag-t' 1) 

and hook slwh·t•·.·,. 1 wo thou s :uul 
ei~ht hundred an:! fo:1rteen ai·ticks 
of lwd room fu1nitun• \\'ere :Hide<!. 

Th(' t'XIH'nditun· or 811,l'i(i.'i0 is 
Wt•ll justifid in the new applit'ations 
of gTt•att'r convenit>lH't', comfort, :l!Hl 

l:eauty hroug-ht into these honws. 

TIIE l'R,\Il1IE YIEW STA::--;'DARD February, 1939 

A \'<'ry dt'finilP i<h-a of ho\\' mat­
tress making· has h<•t•n goUt•n on•i· 
in the co1111tit•s comes from this I lop­
kins County story: In October, rn:rn, 
''fiG womt•n and mt•n representing 8 
of the !I Home Dt•n1<mstration Club,; 
in Hopkins County atknde<l and took 
part in a two-day mattress school in 
Sulphur Springs on the lawn of l\Irs. 

Tht> c_ann_e~ prorluets required in the Family Food Supply were provided 
hy -l.2fi -l I am11Jes. ,t,:lH families provided storage space. 

EXTENSION 
PHAIRlf. 'v'iE\vC0LLEGt. 

Extension St•n·ice Exhihits were shown at 
counties in rn:18. 

w;tll paper and ypt no otht•r improve­
ment cost so littk" says l\Trs. Edith 
,J 01ws, bed room demonstrator, Le­
tullt• Farm eommunity. "Without 
huying: any aect1:-;sorics ~uch as rugs 
and draperit•s, I have mad(' mv rooms 
look likt' llP\\' at at cost oi· S'i.20;' 
say,; l\Irs. Canit' lrYin, Bl•d rnom 
demonstrntor, Bks,:;ing con1munit\'. 

. Ruth Hutchins, Tuckt•r -I-II clt;b 
g-1rl, Arnh•1·son County, tintt•d the 
curtains and ht•1· lwd spread to match 
an<! mack a hookt•d rug of cotto1~ 
stnng·s (dyed) at 
Eighty-nine (8!1) 
County girls ha\'(• 
bed rooms. 

a cost of S0.75 . 
other An<kl'son 
impro,·ed thcit-

1 !l8 t•vents in thirty-four 

Josic Lee Hal't. Tlwec 50 pound 
tuftless mattresses were completed. 
Ten (10) mattresses have been made 
in the county since this training 
meeting-." Outstanding- persons who 
visited the school and complimented 
the work were Honorable J. A. ,vy­
att, County Judg·e; l\ir. W. M. Wil­
son, Secretary, Chamber of Com­
merce, who placed an order with the 
County Council fot· two 
and l\fr. Ardis, l\1avor 
Springs. · 

mattresses; 
of Sulphur 

In Greg-g· County "the care of the 
mattresses made and bought was 
st1·essed. This included ai1·ing and 
sunning; the mattress on a flat sur­
fac e at least a week before using it 
and frequent ainng and sunning 
after it is in use ." 

Frnm Matagorda County "no one 
thing will do so much to improve the 
appearance of a bed room as new 

February, l!l39 
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E:Xn;:<SION SE!lVICE 

Di•p:irl.rn<'nl of Agricultur,~ 

H. 11. \Villi.1.msoo, Dire-tlor 

r.oHcge Station, Texa~ 

GARDEXING, 19:18 

In p:ist years, the ga1·dcn has been 
considered the women's garden, but 
definite efforts have been put forth 
in 193!) to have the family assume 
the resporn;ibility of "making a gar­
den." Nine hundred aml forty-six 
demon:atrators set the pace in plan­
ning and producing vegetables to in­
sure bette1· meals. The Productive 
Work of 2,820 4-H club girls in 25 
counties was with vel,';etables and 

tomatoes. 
The growing season for gardens 

has been lengthened by a succession 
of plantin(?;s and the use of frame 

gardens. 
The selection of more suitable 

yarieties and good seed has meant 
the difference between success and 
failure in many gardens. 

l\lap of Texas showing location of farm and home agents. 

In October, l!l38, Mrs. Minnie 
Nelson, Home Food Supply demon­
strator, Prospect Club, Milam County 
was entering the 33rd consecutive 
month of having at leas t three fresh 
vegetables from her garden each 
day. Her pantry had 404 containers 
of 14 varieties of food in it when the 
club held its Achievement Event at 
her home. She told 40 visitors how 
she started her demonstration and 
how she accomplished what she had 
in spite of drnught and other handi­

caps. 

TRAINING FOR EXTENSION 
AGENTS 

Intensive training fo1· agents was 
made possible by meetings for 
agents held at convenient olcalities. 

The District Agents were assisted 
with the training program by the 
following Extension Specialists: 

Specialists-Agriculture 
M. K. Thornton, Jr., Agricultural 

Chem~t · 
W. E. Morgan, Economist in Agri-

cultural Planning 
C. \V. Simmons, Farm Forester 
R. E. Callender, Game Manage­

ment Specialist 
J. F. Rosborough, Horticulturist 
R. R. Lancaster, Pasture Special-

ist 
George P. McCarthy, Poultry Hus-

bandman 
StJccialist-Home Economics 

1frs. Dorn R. Barnes , Specialist in 
Clo'~hing 

Jennie Camp, Specialist in Home 
Production Planning 

Grace I. Neely, Specialist in Food 

Preservation 
Mrs. Bernice Claytor, Specialist in 

Home Improvement 
Sadie Hatfield, Specialist in Land­

scape Gardening 
Louise Bryant, Spc~ialist in Home 

Management 

The above map indicates where 
Negrn agents arc working in Texas. 
One clot 1·epresents one agent, two 
dots represent both agents work­
in'.2,' in the county. There are seventy­
six counties in Texas where Negro 
population would justify placing 
a?:ents to help the rural people. 

Texas N egTo Extension work is 
cli1·cctly under the supervision of 
Texas Extension work at College 
Station, Texas. 

Dr. T . 0. Walton, President, 

A. & 1\1. College 
Mr. H. H. Williamson, Director 
l\fr. Jack Shelton, Vice Director 

and State Agent 
l\Ii ss l\Iilclred IT01·ton, Vice Dfrector 

and State Agent 
l\fr. Geoq!,'e Adams, Assistant State 

.\gent 
l\Irs. Bess Edwards, Assistant 

State Home Demonstration Agent 

Negrn Extension organization with 
headquarters at Prairie View, Texas: 

C. H. Waller, State Leader 
l\frs. I. \V. Rowan, Supervising 

Home Demons tration Agent 
IL S. E s telle, District Agent 
l\11·s . J. 0. A. Connor, District 

Home Ilemons tration Agent 
J. II. Williams, District Agent 
The organization consists of five 

staff members, forty-three farm 
agents and thirty-three home agents. 

Mrs. Clara Archie, \Valler County, 
has been an outstanding Home Food 
Supply demonstrator for Second 
Corinth Community. Her Accomp­
lishment include: (1) enlarging and 
fencing her garden, (2) growing a 
year-round garden, (3) building a 
ventilated pantry, (4) improved the 
poultry house, and ( 5) secured addi-
tional cooking utensils. 

From Washington County comes 
this story of l\iaude Browing, Stone 
4-H Club girl: '·We have been rent­
en; for 7 ye~rs. Five of these years 
I have been a 4-H Club girl and my 
club work has helped make us ~ood 
renters. Our land-lord is always 
pleased when he comes out and secs 
our large, well cultivated garden, 
and neat well kept yard. l\Iy major 
demonstration was production of 
leafy, green, and yellow vegetables 
fo1· our family. The value of my 
demonstration and the pleasure the 
family is g·etting· from improved 
practices in table service cannot be 
expressed in dollars and cents." 

members and specialists and the ear­
nestness of the Negro agents, has 
improved rural life in Texas in 
health, sanitation and security. 
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Published monthly cl u ring the 
school year except ,July and August 
by Prairie View State Normal and 
Industrial Colleg-c, I' r a i r i c View, 
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l'IL\mIE VIEW COLLE(;J,: 
EXTENSION SERVICE 

We takl· ph•asure in prl•senting till· 
activitil·s ol' the NcgTo Extension 
l>ivis ion ol' 'l\•xas for till· year rn:rn, 
mack• possible by Principal \V. H. 
Banks in giving the Fdrnrary issue 
ot' the Standard to us so that we can 
show sollll' ol' the outstanding· w01·k 
hy picturl•s. 

])r. E. II. Shinn, Senior Economist, 
111 his add1·(•ss befol'l! the Pres ident 
ol' Land (:rant Colleges in Chicago 
in Novl•lllbl'I' stated that unless the 
1\l' .~To Exknsion Division has the 
full coopl•ra t ion of the presidents of 
lhl• va1·ious college;; it can not r each 
its g1·catcst usefulness. 

We appreciate the attitude of 
l'1·incipal Banks and the various 
dl•partnwnts of the college in mak­
ing- our prog-rnm a success. The 
Ag-1·i culturnl Department under the 
direction of Mr . L. A. Potts, has put 
l'VNY facility at the disposal of the 
Extl'n s ion Sl'rvice in making· s tate 
mc•l'ting·s, sho1t courses and reg-ional 
n1e(ltinµ: a ::;uceess. 

The Home F:conomics Department, 
uncl l• 1· the din•ction of l\liss l\famyc 
Powl•:I, has placl•d at thl' disposal 
of tlw Department the sewing- rooms, 
kitchens and , instructors to make the 
meeting- a success. 

The l\Icchanical Arts D e part­
nwnt, unckr the direction of l\Ir. J. J. 
A hc•nll'th~· , has placed at the di s­
posal of till' Exknsion Sl•rvice teach­
l'rs and all facilities of tlw broom and 
rnattrl'ss, carpl'ntiy and paint shops, 
and tlw USl' of matp1·ial with which 
to earry on ckmonstrations. 

Thl' spirit of Principal Banks, 
tl-achprs and stll<ll'nts at l'rairie View 
toward the Exll'nsion Sc•n·in• make 
it an i(kal s ituation in prnjpcting­
tlw Extension prog-ram in the State 
of Texas. 

THE PRAIRIE VIEW STANDARD February, 1939 

Home Demonstration Work 1n Texas, 1938 

llonll' Dc111onstn1tion \Vo1·k has 
aided rural women and gids in ob­
taining· things which make for a 
1 iche1·, fuller, nobler home life in 
1!!:)8. Better honw:; and surrond-
111g· •, and adequate, balanced diet, 
more conveniences, suitab:e clothin.l':, 
more ret:reation, and social contacts 
are soml' of the thin;.:s which the 
th i 1· t y-s ix (:W) Negrn Home 
Demonstration Ag-ents have helped 
lo attain and which women highly 
app reciate. Possihly the mos t im­
por tant se1·\·ice 1·cndcrcd has been 
the develpomcnt of dcmonstratorn 
with thei1· demonstrations. Home 
Food Supply, Home Improve ment 
an:! Clothin;.: demonstrations have 
uecn developed to a deg-1·ee of excel­
len ce hardly d1·eanwd of five yearn 
ago . 

!\ inc thou sand fou r hundred and 
nine teen (!1,41 !) ) famili c:c; wern in­
fluenced to make some chang-cs in 
the ir homes and living- conditions 
during· 1 :;;rn, a s a rcsul ts of Horne 
Demonstration work. Fom· thou­
sand eight hundred and thirty-two 
(4 ,8;12) familie s have been h e lped 
outside of clubs and l !12 unorganized 
comnrnnities reached by Expans ion 
work. 

The Extens ion Service gave advice 
and assistance to rural famiiies in 
con stniction or r emodeling 400 
homes. The part of the home demon­
stration w0t·kc 1· in this development 
wa ~ along- such lines as hc'. ping to 
plan additional storage spaces in all 
parts of the house, and to improve 
kitchens, and bed room s fm· g1·eatcr 
eonveniencc and comfo1-t. The plans 
ancl suggt>stions given have been 
those that have provided the maxi­
mum of convenience and attracti\·c­
ness at the minimum expense. 

The improvement of home in·ounds 
made steady Jffog-ress as a Home 
Demonstration activity. Five hun­
dred and fifty-seven women and 
girls attained the status of yard 
demonstrators in 1938. The beauti­
fi cation of the yard in many cases 
acted a s an incentive to improve the 
whole landscape. The demonstrators 
follow a p:an \\·hich sometimes is 
unde1· way for four or five years. 
Till' yanl plan includes the cleaning 
up of the entire premises, planting 
flcwcr gardens, in appropriate places 
and trees " ·here needed, and improv­
ing- fences, walks and dl"iveways. 

Prnper food and nutrition prac­
tices arc fundamental to health, 
efficiency, and successful living, and, 

the refore, the Home Food Supply 
demonstration had an important 
place in the home demonstration pro­
gram. To emphasize and make clear 
the 1·elation and inte rdependence of 
food production, food preparation, 
sel ection and preservation, effort is 
made to have all demonstrations and 
discussions on food gathered into one 
g eneral nutrition prog-rnm. 

\Vhe1·ever the idea of the planned 
food supply has been adopted by a 
family there is increased inte1·est in 
p1·escrvation of food and stornge 
facilities. Food selection and prcp­
arn tion were phases of the food 
prog rnm around which the method 
dernonstrntions in 1!) counties were 
planned in 1938. 

Some of the outstanding results 
listed below were summarized in the 
county a~rents annual report: ( 1) 
4,159 famili es followed daily meal 
plans for three clays to a week: (2) 
5,20G improved their method of pre­
paring· vegetables, and (3) families 
in seventeen counties s tudied diets for 
die ta1·y di,;cases and 1,904 of these 
families adopted recommendations 
for co1Tectivc feeding-. 

Economics in clothing hold first 
place. Skill, ingenuity, and good 
planning were shown by Horne 
Demonstration club women in cloth­
ing thei1· families during- 1938. Many 
women arc proud of their accomp­
li f, hments in transforming grain, 
s ugat·, and flour sacks into good 
looking dresses for themselves and 
the girls and into shirts and under­
wem· for the men and boys. The 
man's outgrnwn suit makes just the 
tailored garment needed to complete 
the misses' wardrobe. 

To make 01· to buy ready-made is 
a question in the minds of rural 
women. Suggestions in better buy­
ing- were made to familiarize the 
women with information on textile 
values, cut of garments and standard 
sizes. While there is a larger num­
ber of farm families buying ready­
made clothing than formerly, there 
an• s till many women who have the 
time to sew and who feel that better 
quality at less cost makes it worth 
the effort. Sixteen thousand and 
t w c n t y-fi v c (16,025) articles of 
clothing were made by the 2,268 club 
members achieving- their goals in 
1!138. 

Home agents did not concern 
themselves with the idea of the 
farm family living·-at-home only, as 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Above Left-Hay and grain exhibit at the Thirty- first Annual Farmers Short Course, Prairie View, Texas. 
Ahove Ccnter-C. II. Waller, State Leader, Negro Extension Se rvice, ins1>ecting p :· ize harness made hy Eli­

Carter (left) under the supervision of County Agent. 
Above Hight-Hay and grain exhibit at the Thirty-first Annual Farmers Short Course, Prairie View, Texas. 

Statistical Summary of Home Demonstration 
Work in the State of Texas for the Year 1938 

Major problems worked on were: 
Home Food Supply, Home Improve­
ment, Clothing, Home Industries, 
Home Health and Sanitation, Child 
Development Recreation, and O1·gan­
izations. 

Home Food Supply 
Continuing· the prog-ram looking 

to the solution of the Home Food 
Supply problem the entire Home 
Demonstration organization was 
thrown into the effort to have eYery 
family provide adequate food for the 
fami.y. 

I. Protluction:-4,885 families plan­
ned and produced the food necessary 
for the family according- to the Home 
Food Supply budget. 1,291 of these 
families have "year round gardens" 
and 15'3 frame gardens . 

27,181 fruit trees and vines were 
added to Home Orchards and 751,062 
pounds of fruit harvested for home 
use. 

11,038 cows make an indispensable 
contribution to the food supply. 

109,88G laying hens make up the 
poultry flocks. G2,l 7G pullets were 
added in 1938. 3,31G families pro­
duced feed for poultry, including 
green feed. 

184 poultry houses were built and 
647 houses 1·epaired and ventilated. 
1,457 families purchased or incub­
ate:! purebred chicks. 

II. Pre3ervation:-2,G24 fam i 1 i es 
fiLed their food preservation budget 
ancl 4,254 fill ed the canned products 
requirements of the budget. 

1,525,945 quarts of food were can­
ned, 1,953,301 pounds of meat were 
cured, 1,026,883 pounds of fruit and 
vegetables were dried, 376,530 quarts 
of vegetables brined, and 987,688 
pounds of vegetables stored fresh. 

-1,344 families provided storng·e 
space including 504 ventilated pan­
tries. 

1,971 famili es organi zed their pan­
tries and cellars for case in prep­
aration of meals and for tempera­
ture advantages in storage. 

III. Preparation :~406 voluntary lo­
cal leaders assisted with food prep­
arntion work. 

4,159 families fo!low cd daily meal 
plans for three days to one week. 

5,206 improved the ir method of 
pi·eparing vegetables . 

1,904 families in 17 count i cs 
studied diets for die tary disea ses 
and adopted recomm endations for 
co!-rectivc fe eding. 4,028 fam i Ii e s 
made Recipe Files. 

Home Improvement 
"It is very dangerous fot· a ny 

man to find any spot on thi s broad 
globe that is sweeter to him than 
his home." 

I. Bed Rooms:-491 bed rooms 
were added a ncl 3,121 improved. 343 
closets were provided and 351 bath 
rooms or bathing- centers equipped. 

2,649 dresser scarfs were made 
11,378 pieces of bed linen added. 

2,814 articles of furniture have 
been added. Of the 1,087 mattresses 
added 613 were made at home. 

II. Kitchens :-66 kitchens were 
added and 1,033 improved. In 389 
kitchens the work surfaces were ad­
jus t ed to comfoi-table height. 19 
cleaning closets were added. 82,738.20 
was spent improving kitchens. 

III. Ya!'ds:-557 women and g irls 
attained the rank of yard dcmonstr­
tors. 

480 other club members assisted 
these leaders with yard work . 

4,151 trees were planted and 1,085 

NEGRO FARMERS OF TEXAS 
EXHIBIT HARNESS AND 

LEATHER (;OODS 

(Continued from page 1) 

pl etc double sets of harness. At the 
end of the Short Cout·se the County 
Commissione rs Courts of Texas were 
shown these harness and they will­
ing ly furnished funds in the ma jor­
ity of counties . Chambers of Com­
merce supp:ied fund s for hides and 
chemical s for t a nning- 111 counties 
wh er e the coU1·ts did not. 

Harness ma king s c h o o I s were 
he ld in \Vaco, Teag ue, Henderson, 
Longview, Paris and Prairie View, 
wh ere leathe r that ha d been tanned 
by faymcrs under the agents' direc­
ti on dming the month of April, 1938, 
\1·a s cut out, tacked a nd sewed . Each 
ag-ent had four fann e rs with him to 
receive this information from the 
Extension Se rvice L eathc1· Specialist 
in orde1· to facilitate the ha rness 
making. A riding set, composed of a 
saddle, bridie, blanke t, quirt, spurs 
and martinga les, goat hides , sheep 
hides, deer hides , a calf skin coat, 
purses, tobacco pouches , mocca sins 
an d chaps were displa yed at Prairie 
View during the F a rm er s Short 
Course in August, 1938. 
-----~-- - - ----------
lawns were leveled and sodded. 

749 fence s , gates, walks and drives 
were built. 

1,620 families followed r ecom­
mendations regarding- p I an ting 
shrubbery and 21,798 shrubs \\·ere 
p:ante:l and arc living, 8,459 of 
which are n a tive shrubs. 

IV. Repair the House:-534 roofs 
were repaired or r eplaced and 305 
foundation s were made secure. 

423 hou ses were painted, 837 
windows added and 55 gutter s in­
stalled. 

(Continued on pag·c 7) 
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and g·atl>s, ,,·hich wt•n· almost in­
variably rwt'ded anyway. 

Tlw ust• of nurst•ry shrubs was 
n•ry common. Thost• us(•d inclu<IP<l 
:,S:antlina, .Ja11atWSl' and \Vax Leaf 
Lig·ustrum. Euon:,mus, A be I i a, 
Altlwa, Ar·bor Vita, Butter-fly Dush, 
Cr l' p <' Myrtle, ,Jasmine, Juniper, 
l'rivt't, St•nisa and Spirea. 

Texas affords a wt•alth of native 
,·.hn1bbl•ry and thos(' most commonly 
usl·d ,,·t•n, Wild l\lyrtle, Rl'd Bud, 
\\'il<l I'l•ach, Coral Bt•l'ry, \Villow, 
Youpon and Spanish Mulberry. 

Common shntbs, usually obtained 
f 1· o m rwig-hbors, wer·e Flowe1·ing· 
Quinct•, Lilac, Spirl•a, and Privets. 

Tlw planting· of roses and flowers 
in separate beds has bt'en empha­
sized for 4 years, an<l went over 
better in 1 !l:l8 than ever before be­
cause of tlw additional work done on 
this, thi., yl'at·, and tlw information 
an,! infl11Pnct• "br·oug·ht forward" 
from otlwr yt'ars. Of the 21,21!l 
r·ost'., plankd am! living- almost all of 
them an• planted in Sl'panite places, 
dl'sig-nalt>d as rose g·anlPns of beds. 
In tlw pn•paration of soil for rose 
g·:11·den,,, soil has been cuitivated for 
~ m· :l nwnths p1·evious to tlw place­
nwnt of thl' roses. l'ropl,r· d1·ainag-t• 
and location and soil enrichment 
have all come in for their share of 
attention. Can.> ,vas g-in·n to the 
,·e:ection of hanly, field g-rown roses, 
of suitabk variety to g-ive lwst rc­
stds in tht• loeality in which they 
\\'t't·e to lw g:rnwn. Garden flowers 
,,·er·l· ust•d to makl' honw g-rournls 
mort• livabh• anti attractivl'. Flower 
b1•ds at tlw side or back an• a very 
eommon sig·ht. They Wl're USl•d to 
advantag-1• in first am! ,wcond year 
yards, t•sp1•cially as tlwy hacl to do 
all of till' job of nclcling lwauly to 
tlw plan•, whill' shrubs \H'n' too 
smail to b,· in tlw pidun·. Vitws 
eanw in for· tlwir sharp of popularity, 
usPd as ser·1·1·ns, shadt's and beauty 
spots. 

In tlw planting- of -!,lfil shade 
l l'l·t•s tlw most frt•q u1•ntly ancl pff ec­
t in• ly used \H'l'l' Oak, Elm, llaek­
b,•n·y, 1'1•can, \\'alnut ancl i\Iag-nolia. 
For furnishing· quick shadt•s, tlw 
Chinahl'n:,.· \\'as Usl'cl. Ornanwntal 
l n•1·s plankd were Dog-,Yood all(! 
lt1•dhucL 

.-\ t lhl' !I.J!I honws wlwre n·com­
nH'lHlation w,•re follo,n'd as to im-
111·0,·ing· appt•arann• of l'xk!"ior of 
hous1• ancl outhuilding-s, tlw arnmg-e­
ment of buildings was considered. 

Poultry and Mattress Making 

1;2, 17G pullets were adclecl to poultry flocks in 1938. 3,31G families iiro­
duced feed for poultry, including green feed. 

Of the 1,087 mattresses added G13 were made at home. 

An effort to plan the whole home 
lay-out has met with success in get­
ting- outhouse» repain•d or placed in 
lwtkr· locations, with regard to the 
otlwr buildings. 

Otht•r· improvenwnts made in-
c:rnk SIG sets of steps repair·ed or 
n•plac1'd, !ll6 la\\'ns leveled and sod­
dd, 7-!:l walks an<! dr·ives con­
strnckcl, 5-!;1 families arrnng-ed sani­
tary drainage and disposal of waste, 
l(i,:l15 plants and shrnbs rooted in 
cutting- be<ls, and used in plantings. 

In \\.haiton County "there \\'('re 
e:t•\'l'n yards improved by coopt't·­
ators as a result of the past demon­
stration in Landscape improvement. 
Tlw 11 pl•t·sons assisted :n others in 
imp1·oving- their landscape by aiding­
in tlw planning· and placing of foun­
dation and border plants. Fifty-six 

native shrubs were gathered at a 
dcmonstrntion given on balling· and 
burlaping- shrub:;. A g-roup of 20 
women went 'shrub g·athcring' in the 
interest of landscape g·anlening. Mrs. 
Gertnide Brightman whose yard 
dcmonstnition was on p I a e in g 
shrnbs says, "I have lived in this 
neck of the ,voocls for some 25 years 
or more and knew nothing· of the 
beauty of shrubs for use about the 
placl• until a study had bPPn made by 
club members." 

In Hopkins County "i\Irs. Roseila 
Jones, N'o!"th Caney Club, planted 8 
lllll"Sl'ry shrubs, st;ll"ted a rose gar­
den, built an arbor which is sur­
rnunded by IIoneysucklt' to serve as 
a screen, planted 4 trees for shadt•, 
and constructed a sanitary pit-type 
toilet." 

Fcbniary, 1n:rn 

HOME DEl\JONSTRATION WORK 
TEXAS, rn:is 
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important as that is. Appreciation for 
g-ood music and pictures, selection of 
reading material, Club rallies, camps 
for women and girls, play for home 
and community, all came in for in­
creased attention. 

Recreation is no longer considered 
a frill in the Home Demonstration 
program but a feature that dcsc1·ves 
thoughtful planning. \Vomen feel 
rested and in a better frame of mind 
aftc1· laughing and playing games. 
Thirteen counties developed and 
carried out recreational programs as 
recommended and 100 families pro­
vided play equipment. 

An attempt has been 
to help farm families 

macle in l!l:l8 
realize the 

desire for a wide1· range of contacts. 
Horne Demonstration \Vork encour­
aged neig:hbo1·lin2ss, 111aking· nc,v 
friends and gaining new incentives. 
Through the rec1·eational prog-rnms 
in clubs and councils more women 
"got acquainted" and have made 
friends. The County Horne Demon­
sti-ation Agents have found it desir­
able and profitab'.c to have club wo­
men accompany them to adjoining 
counties to sec result demonstrations, 
view art exhibits, attend meetings, 
see a movie, etc., thereby enlarging 
the vision of a local leader. 

The meeting of the Texas Home 
Demonstration Council during the 
Farmers State Short Course at the 
Land-Grant College annually affords 
the one big opportunity for rural 
women to sec how other people look 
and behave. 

The Home Demonstration staff of 
the Extension Service offered and 
gave cooperation to all groups in­
tere'.:ted in imprnving rural home 
life. Method demonstrations, lec­
tures, and leading· discussions ,ll"C 
the ways of cooperation most fre­
quently used. Grnups and agencies 
wod,cd with this year include: 
Texas Pub:ic Health Service, Voca­
tional Agriculture and Vocational 
Home Economics departments of 
Prairie Vic\\· Colleg-e, Texas Intci·­
scholastic League in Colored Schools, 
State Department of Education, 
Texas Colored Teachcrc; State Associ­
tion. 

The end of 1[)38 finds a wholesome 

condition and outlook regarding 

home demonstration \\'Ork among 

Negroes in Texas. The staff of 34 

county agents and 2 district agents 
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102 chimneys were added and SlG 
pMches and steps repaired. 78 
houses were constructed and 322 re­
modeled according- to plans furnished 
by a1(·ents. 

Clothing 

The subject of Clothing from one 
or another point of view, claims the 
attention and internst of all women. 

2,268 club mcmbe1·s achieved their 
g-oals, 1,984 took inventory of cloth­
ing-, 508 p:anned the entire family 
wanlrobc. 

1!18 clothes closets ,,·e1·e built and 
241 remodded. 

611 hat stancls and 5-!0 shoe racks 
wet·c included in the equipment 
added. 

,l,10:l followed recommendations in 
imp:·oving laun,11-y practices, cai·e, 
renovation and remodeling of cloth­
ing. 146 ironing· boards have been 
added. 

72 sewing machines we1·c repaired, 
3,78Z dresses made, and 12,243 
othe1· articles constnictcd. 

235 women made foundation 
patterns and 47 girls in one county 
had their sewing box equipped before 
State 4-H Club Day (May 6, 1938). 

Home Industries 
Home Dem o n s t rat i o n \Vork 

achieved a gratifying measure of 
progress in the development of home 
industries to supplement the family 
income from crops. 

Product 
Butter and Milk 

Value of Sales 
$ 8,670.78 

Canned vegetables and 
fruit 

Fresh vegetables and 
fruit 

Pickles 
Poultry, poultry prnducts 
Rugs and spreads 
Turkeys 

605.80 

11,162.22 
8.30 

9,286.02 
11,337.50 

408.00 

Total S41,478.62 

Home Health and Sanitation 

It must be appreciated that by far 
the greater responsibility of main­
taining health rests with the indi­
vidual. 

\Vork was eonducted in 402 com­
munities in 29 counties with 577 
local leaders assisting. Home demon-

aided in g-iving farm and village 
homes a better understanding of the 
status and activities of this Federal 
agency and of the desire to assist 
them. 

Page Seven 

strntion ag:ents devoted 228 days to 
health wm·k. 

:l,878 individuals improved health 
habits, 543 families installed sani­
tary closets or outhouses. 

1,41:l homes were scn,,cncd and 
2,351 families followed recommen­
dations on control of insects. 

3:HJ fami:ies adopted better 
nursing- prncedurn and 2,444 
viduals used some preventive 
ure to improve health. 

home 
indi-

n1cas-

Child Development Recreation 

The improvements made for the 
benefit and in consideration of the 
children are regarded as a very 
essential piece of work. 

150 families added books and 250 
prnvided stornge f01· books. 

100 families provided play equip­
ment and :15 added other equipment. 

55 fami:ics followed recommen­
dation regarding furnishing·s adapted 
to children's needs. 118 communities 
in I:l counties developed and can-ice! 
out rcct·cational prng-rams as re­
commended. 381 families rcpol't fol­
lowing recommendations for re­
creation in the home. 

Organizations 

The demands of 1938 upon Home 
Demonstration \Vork required more 
than individual attention. 

34 County Horne Demonstration 
Councils (a Council in each county). 

470 adult Horne Demonstration 
clubs with a membedship of 9,018. 

345 Girls 4-H Club with a member­
ship of 6,327. 

There is an increase of 47 clubs 
and 928 members in home demon­
stration org-ainzations in 1938. In 
!l,419 homes improvements have defi­
nitely resulted from the Home 
Demonstration program. 

4,832 families have been helped 
outside of clubs and 192 communities 
reached by Expansion \Vork. The 
Education Committee of Hom e 
Demonstration 
kept the county 
mcnts traceable 

orgainzations has 
informed of achieve­
to their club work. 

The Neg-ro Extension Fann and 
Home Agents have giYen their help 
to various org-anizations in the state 
in assisting the farmers to a more 
satisfied rum! life. 

The Agricultural Consnvation, 
AAA, 3oil C o n s e r v a t i o n, Farm 
Security, Rural Electrification and 
Tennessee Valley Agencies arc work­
ing in interest of the farmers and 
each Extension agent in assisting 
the farme1·s in order that they might 
share in the benefits to be derived 
from same. 
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