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Meeting of The Meadowbrook Home Demonstratiot1 Club 

Topic -- The Agricuitural Outloo~, 1947 

Women and the members of the panel take their seats and Madam Chairman ctlls the 

meeting to order, 

Chairman., Mrs . Fryer: Will the meeting of the i'ileadowbrook Home Demonstration Club 

please come to order. A.re you all comfortably seated? Jennie, there's an extra 

seat here in the front row, won't you take it? It's wonderful to have so many here 

as we have o. lot of important things to talk over this ruternoon concerning the 

outlook for 1947. we must get through on time as several of us have to be home 

when the children get out of school. If I'm not rendy when Jim comes by with that 

load of fe ed, I'll have a long walk. We'll have room in the truck for two or three 

of you uho are going our wcy. Now I'm going to turn the meeting over to our hol!le 

demonstration o.gecmt, Miss Grace Friendly, who will introduce the other speakers. 

Home Demonstration Agent: This afternoon we are going to consider the Agriculturnl 

outlook for 1947. We ere going to look into the future and at the same time con­

sider the present, All of us are trying to decide whnt is best to do on our farms 

and in our homes this winter and next spring, What are the prospects for materials 

l!Ild equipment? What ere prices going to b0? Can ,,~ hire more help? Or must the 

women folks head for tho fields ngcin next summer? Some decisions c~ wait, but 

others cun 1t, We may have to postpon3 building thut new house, but the leaking 

roof, clothes for the children, or putting in the b~throom before the baby comes is 

urgent busin0ss, All of you have m.:ny questions, I know. For instonce, Mrs. Fryer 

told me tho.t the oth0r day in town sho looked at winter coats. The price was 150, 

She said, 11 1 didn I t know ,'l'hGther to gre.b it as c.. bnrgnin or complain because the 

price was outrc..geous.11 

To take pn.rt in our discussion this afternoon, vJe have invited t wo members of 

our home dcmonstro.tion club nnd we also are proud to hcve a few guests. As we all 

know, Mrs. Butters here lives on u dairy fann. She probably washes more milk ccns 

every dc.y than any other two women combined, Wo hope she cnn tell us sol!lething 

about what milk prices will be. 
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Egg mc.rkc:,ts and suppliec ore u f.::.milic.1" t opic for Mrs. Fryer, our chclirml'n. 

She hopes to get some infor~ntion about electric brooders and other equipment she 

mints to buy. 

We a.re so fortunnte to have Dorothy Sheets here today, You re@ember how proud 

ne e.11 were ,·;hen she got thc:.t t1icc job in th~ depurtment store. She must be doing 

renl well for the buyer took her along to New York City this fall. She just re­

turned last \-;reek. I CG.!l ho.rdly v1r.it to hear her report on cll those new fabrics 

and styles wo see mentioned in the ads. 

Dorothy, we hope you c2n tell us, too, something about the furniture in your 

store, and clean curtuins nre essenticl. 

As you knor;, our County Hee.l th Officer Mr. Penicillium, is a very busy parson 

but he welcomed the opportunity to tclk with this group about the local health 

situdion. 

And we c.re so glo.d to hc.vc t v;o other busy men come to our home demonstration 

club meeting. Mr. Bolt, our local ho.rdw~re, lut;1bcr, and feed dealer. No Outlook 

discussion would be complete without his telling c..bout the prospect for ne'-'1 plur:ib­

ing, lumber ond other building mntericl. 

And v1hntr s absad for fn.rm income? What about credit? \I.le cll know that the 

person who cen give us infor:crn.tion on that is our local banker, Mr. Morgun. 

That completes our panel except for you folks in the audience. The purpose 

of this Meeting is to give all of us a better iden of how to C[l.rry on our furm and 

home operations in the □onths ahead. 

About hclf of this group sell oilk. So I C.1:1 going t~ stnrt the discussion by 

asking iArs. Butters tho first question. 

H.D.A.: Mrs. Butters, how did your milk sales for this year compare \V-lth last? 

Mrs. Butters: Well, I guess like most fal!lilies our Eilk checks ~8re considercbly 

highor this yeCT. 

H.D.A.: Thon th~t oe~ns thnt you sold more □ilk? 
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Mrs. Butters: I think ,1e ree.lly sold a little less mil!< this year. >ligher prices 

and subsidies made the choc~s higher. 

H.D.A.: T\Jell then, why -:ias milk production down? 

Mrs. Butters: There •t1ere st:Jveni.l reasons. We sold soine cov1s because VIG didn't 

have enough hay for all of t hem and mixed feed was hard to buy, 

H. D.A.: 1:;n1 y1Ju produce more milk this year? 

Mrs . Butters: ¥le hope to. Tie TTill not be able to add r.iore co'ils but ~,e hope to 

get more milk per cow. One of the neighbor boys is back from service and we hope 

he v1ill work for us steady. This is important in getting production, I guess it 

all depends on ho·:1 much f eed there is. That rel'linds me of a question I'd like to 

ask Mr. Bolt. You've been selling feed to all of us for many years. Can you give 

us an idea whether ,:1c' 11 be able to buy enough this year? 

Mr. Bolt: Your question puts we on the spot and I don't pose as an authority. 

All I cc1.n do is tell you , :hat th8 !'oports from th8 State Collage se.y and ,,!'let I've 

heard from the County Agent. ··'le 1vo had n bu.'11per grain crop all right, but we 

aren I t th.J only ones ·:1ho :1:i 11 ,·:ant to get our hands on it. Th ore ,;,ill be continued 

shipments of food overseas . Then the stockrnen, poultry raisers, industrial users 

arc all after the grain, There's likely to be a continuing short~ge of protein 

supplements but feed grains should be adequate. 

But if I were to wmturo any cdvice it \-10uld be ~ro-:v all the feed that you 

can 2t home. That m11y sound queer coming from o. feed denler , but I sell other 

things besides feed nnd your total produc~ion and your total income is 1:iore 

important to me as a businessman nnd ~ r:i c,mbcr of yovr corn!'l:uni ty thc.n 2. fc\1 extra 

tons of feed. 

H.D.A.: I'm sure we all li".:e your fine attitude, Mr . Bolt. I e.m glad tl:-at you 

mentioned income for tl:[tt brings us bnck to ·1herc Mrs. Butters started. Mrs. 

Butters, if you can g~t enough feed do you think you ,-;ill h'.".ve more milk to sell 

this year7 
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Mrs. i3uttcrs: r,o'rc surr:?ly going to try. 

H.D.A.: And thr.t :,ill mo:m more income fo.'.' you and other dc:iry fr.rmcrs. 

r,irs. Butturs: It should go up, Ono can never tell P.bout '1rices th0sc dnys, but 

the dun<".nd for l!lilk has boon so high and steady ti1at om~ folks ,wuld b::i surpris0d 

if the price of milk ·:1ent do\"m very nuc!"l during the co'lling yoar. It better no·i:, 

dccrefi.se ci ther or we ~"Jon 1 t b0 eble to pr y the bills, I never thought I 1d Uve to 

sec tho day when ov0ralls and ordinary v10rk shoes cost so r.mch that-------

H.D.A.: Before •;,o get into tho clothing si tu.'.ltion, there <'.re a fen questions I 

\,ant to ask Mrs. Fryer. You lmo..-1 Mrs. Fryer, I 'vo heard \·,omen s"y t hnt uhcn t hey 

have had to go out to the chicktm house to sec if the hens hnd le.id cnorgh eggs so 

thoy could mnke a Cl:'.ke --- they hc.ve been nlr.v:ist ,jealous of you l'.nd your big 

basketful of 0ggs. I suppose though th~t y0ur business has its troubles too. HoTT 

does ~gg production at your pl~co compare ~it~ last yc~r? 

Mrs. Frvgr: 1ilo 1ve sold fewer eggs this l ast yePr. Feed has been so short thc.t 

'iJe 1ve had to cull closely a nd ·:,o r educed our hetch lust spring. There has also 

been such a dennnd for frying chickens thE1.t ,10 sold the cockcrclls n little 

younger and sorted out the pullets a mite closer th!!n usual. Jfr. Fryer osti':"l' tcs 

th.(lt our pro0.uction this comfog yegr •;Jill only bG about 96% of nhnt it i"l::\S a yenr 

Mr. Morgnn: I'll feel as though I'vo lost r fri -:md if I can't get chicken. 

Dur:i.ng thE muE',t shortage I heve always felt a. lit tlc bit easier ··.,ith eggs end 

chickens in the r0frigerntor. Poultry pro:iucts incr-:cscd in voluno so as to fill 

in the gr.i.p for red mer.t during the vmr yours. I heard some hUJ:1orist sny on tho 

radio tho other nigtt that folks ere thinki~g seriously of having the chicken 

replace thu cagl0 c.s our national Oi!lblcn. 

Mrs. Fryer: J..s a poultry fi~rrncr I s nifc, I al"lost bGliovc I'd vote for thnt. I 

didn't mean to indicA.te th::t our snles ·,dll bo much loss in t'1e coming yenr, but 

there will be SOl!IO decroE'.sc. They tell me th1>.t the decrease will not she;·; up for 
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us folks at home becuusc Unclo Sam hf!s ducidcd to cut. down on thu tons of driGd 

eggs he's shipping overseas. !ilr. Fryer says if the support program functions as 

we think it will -- the support price of eggs during the spring season ,:ill be 

higher thD.n tho actunl prices in 1946. If chickflnS get too sc2rcc, Mr. fr.organ, 

pGrhaps my boys cnn bring y•.:iu in a m·~ss of r&bbits nov: that shot-gun shells arc 

avnilablc again, 

H.D.A.: 1,nd your income from these red1,tced salEJs, Mrs . Fryer, does your husband 

have an estirmtc on tho probable price he rrill receive? 

Mrs. Frver: If prices hold up v1here they 11re now, our income sh0uld bo equal or 

gr0::-tc::r th':'n a year ago. Predicting the price of eggs next spring, ho·:rnvcr, is 

never n s~fe thing to do. 

Jerinie: (fror.i the e.udicnce) But that I s exactly w!mt v10 house-;1ivGs he.ve to do if -;:e 

rno.ke the ~oncy buy the things ··:e hr,ve to h o..vc. 

H.D.A.: Thank you, Jennie, for thD.t co~□ent ·.:hich gives me un opportunity to say 

that so far the p~ncl scc~s to cgree that t~c production fro□ grain, dRiry and 

poultry ff'.r!:ls ,,ill be largo, though oossibly not udoqunte to meet consu.-:1er der.iand. 

Income fror.i those proJucts ;:iny nverage higher tr,nn n ye2.r ago. I undor stnnd that 

w0 have a good supply of fruits and vegetables, especially 9otatoes, end there is 

a rer.sonnble qur.nti ty of cotton and -;1001 to mnke clothes, ;·;hich brings us ov3r into 

your field, Dorothy -- dresses, suits, under'::car, shcc,ts, towels, and overalls. 

Mrs. Butters: I need almost everything your store sells, Dorothy, yet things P.re 

still scarce. I've he~rd all kinds of ronsons ~nd explanntions but I still have to 

dnrn r-.nd pvtch e.nd repatch, 1:.hy arcn I t there plenty of natcrinls , end clothes in 

th.:i stores nor;? If you ·,7cro Anybody else, Dorothy, I ~muldn I t t ~ke the time of this 

group to ask you ,1hy this is. As it is, I 111 not only li stcn to v,hut. you say, but 

I'll believe most of it. You l ro on tho spot, Dorothy. 

Dorothy Shoots: I I m glad you' re frnnk. Thero ere ran.sons for tM.s si tut:'.tion -­

good reasons. I 111 try nnd mo.kc a fe\·, of then clol!.r o.nd I hope you' 11 interrupt 
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and ask questions if I don't. Though I warn y~u there is no two-minute answer or 

even a five-minute reply and there is no magic wand that will relieve the shortage, 

There is a greater demand for clothing now than ever before. More people are com­

ing into riur store to buy clothes they need and want and they have the money. 

Our population has increased, too --- don't forget, (How much increase?) 

And as you l~ok about you, you can see that people are wearing better clothes and 

you've noticed that your friends have more changes. Veterans have had to have new 

clothes, too. 

Let's take men's suits for example. Catching up with the suit trade after 

a lmost four years in the uniform business would have been difficult under any cir­

cumstances. It 1•:e.s made more difficult, however, by the fact that :nany of our 

service men couldn 1t '.'e t into the civilian clothes they left behind when they went 

to war. They came home , sh~ll \'!e say, mor e muscula r than when they left. Suit 

production this year vias larger than in 1939 though it is still not quite up to 

the number made in 1941 -- just before the war, Three times the number of extra 

pants have been produced than ~vere made in 193S, Concentration on pants seems to 

be a more strategic move than putting that additinnal time ~nd fabric into coats 

and vests. On the other hand there is no shortage in women I s suits. Why? No\-; 

they are making four times as many wcmen 13 suits as they made in 1939. Maybe 

that's not quite fair to the men folks but that is what's happening. 

Spesking About mEn 1s clothEs -- .more men's overcoats and topcoats are being 

made now than were made in prewar years, so you should have no trouble finding a 
so 

coat. But when it comes to shoes finding shoes for men won't be/easy as it 

will be for the women and children. The production of men 1 s shoes has not gone up 

as much as it hRs for women 1s shoes nnd slippers, 

H.D.A,: What about piece goods? 

Dorothy: Now I know you're wondering about piece goods. ~e all know that the Amount 

of cotton piece goods ~de during the war v:as VEry low and not enough for our needs. 



-7-

Now things ~re beginning to lo0k better oven though in 1945 nnd 46 f~brics like 

pcrcr.lc 1c"1crc produced in smaller a.mounts th:m in orc~-n:1r yer.rs, The finer cottons-­

mP.dc of cornbad or p,~rt-cor:,bcd cotton ynrns c.rc r:iore '1lentiful thnn they were before 

tho r:ar, Of course, they cost l:!Orc o.nd c~ren•t just whnt most of y0u are looking 

for ,•hen you rnmt to buy house-dross prints, The \;hole toxtile c.nd clothing trn:le 

is c r:tching up nnd t. hey arc doing a pretty good job only the b".cklog of demnnd is 

greeter than the proJuction cnn satisfy, Industry is producing more in ;::eny lines 

than th,;y T)roducod before th0 war, But there arc scnrci tics in sor-10 things, par­

ticularly lm:, arnl m-1::l.Gratc priced -- cost garments end staple types of clothing, 

{;lrs . Fryer: But \7hen c~n \7e get the sheets nnd underY:02.r? 

Dcrothv Sheets: Thnt is e. question that I ,:-fis1, I could answer , Sheets arc still 

being produced in small qu~ntjties rs is also true of curing flnnnclet, l~\7n, 

organdy, nnd SH teen. But the supply of cotton knit underv10.~r has incro:1.sGd and so 

also have r~yon f abrics us uGll as ·.:oolon y3.rdnge. Shi oncnts will be coning in 

end things you wnnt ••:ill be :wailabla in sm:ill lots fro:n time to ti□e. Some proud 

and persistent shoppers v.ill finnlly boast that they'vo got thG things they need, 

That Vlill reduce the ::le□und nnd then gra.,lually everyone -;Jill find the articles for 

nhich they h:ivo been looking, It will taken little time -- n yeRr, parhaps 

longer. Folks :.;ho manufacture end sell clothing r.mke money from '1andling it, If 

they could hr.ndle more they ;1ould. Little by little you ,rill find the things you 

ne;ed. 

Mrs. Fryer: Thank you, Dorothy, a.nd please stay £'.round !'. li ttlc ·:hilo r.fter the 

l'lcoting is over. I -1~nt to nsk you privntely ,1hon the next shipment of sheets \7ill 

bo in, 

Mrs. But tors: Dorothy's description of wr.r use, built-up domnnd nn1 current short­

o.ges probably rnnkes it a good b:i.ckgr,,und f0r your comments ?~r. Bolt, on tho si tua­

tion in buildin~ m(ttorfals. Tho ,,hole no:i.ghb9rhood hA.s r.indo so many trips to your 

y~rd, you knovr ,,hich 0no of us hr.s a lcnl<:y roof, rmnts a no·.v br.throol!l, 1111 extra 
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bcdroor.1, a naw bnrn or chicken hou::;e. I do~ 1t suppose anyone could give us n 

better summary of the needs of tha Ci:Jl!!C,unity for bt:ilc:ling mc.terial than you ct1n. 

But uhat 'i/C would like from you espccielly if ,;,e can 1 t have ~ ne•:1 house is some 

iden of when He ere going to get it. .All of u::i huve sccvcd fer c r~i ny dey and the 

rainy day has arrived as far as our leE'.ky roof is concerned. r.hen, i\-ir . Bolt, arc 

you going to deliver meterial to us? 

Mr. Bolt: Dorothy's description and her SUJ'L~ary of tho clothing situation apply 

clmost equ~lly to building mnteria ls. The only variation TTould bo that uhcre she 

used suiting to make p~nts for returning vctern.ns, the aqtcrinls industry is using 

cvo.ilablo lunber, bricks end other equipment to build home s for veterans. Vcternns 

hp_vc priority and although r.i.uch other needed construction is unciorway the whole 

industry is under priorities granted by the Civili2.n Production Mrninistration. 

You must renember that this priority building not only requires 2 x 4's, 

siding anj shingles but it ~l so takes pl"tw.bing, rofrigcrGtors, electriccl cquip­

mcmt and even wnshing mnchinos . Many of those housG hold nccess~tiGs ::re being 

produced at a grc::,tor rnte tho.n they uero boforc the wr>.r but priority denands .:::n:i tr 

4 y cnr lon[{ rest cnusod by tho wer h:rn mnce tho current sup'Jly imdequ~.te. ,\s 

Dorothy s,~:1 :! you uill hf'VO tri got your n'l.~,10 on the list and hope and miit. Only 

in this case I think the wait r.iay be longer thnn it is ~-Ii th clothing. 

tir. M~: Thero nre sE:vcrc.l fnctors to consi<lcr in tho ho..ising situntion. i'.s 

Dorothy indicr.te<l fnrm po!"lul:ition hus incrcnsed; fcr.ilios nrc more nunerous though 

smnller. There ,,re lots of new babies r1ho need 2. homo. 

You arc nll fnr.iilie..r with tho increased price of real cstnto and that applies 

not only to fnrm lGnd but also to city property. Mr...ny of you hnve incrcP..sod the 

fire insurance you cPrry bec~usc rcplacdmont costs ere so much highe~. TTith your 

back-log of savings und prospects for high incor.10 for the next year or so, I don 1t 

suppose any of you ~ould hesitato to do the repniring or slight remodeling that you 

have in mind. But nn estirn~to on a now house or bnr~ nt present prices would alll!lzo 

you if you have not figured it. 
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Mr. Bolt co.n meke n better guess ns to wh~t tho price of lUa':lber v.i.11 be or to 

kno,, ,1heth0r the v.rn.gcs of a.n export plumber, cnrpentor or olc"Ctrician v1ill be high­

er or lor1cr than the current 2 and 3 dollars an hour. All I c,,_n say is that the 

labor going into building exDensos nt the present ti~e is e m~jor item. It isn 1t 

something to be rushed into. If I v13re to venture one piece of advice it vJOuld be 

to go slo'iJ. Repnying rt loan for u house nt current costs y,i th 9-11 cent cnttlo 

will cousc more hendnches thc.n riaying for it when cattle are selling at current 

prices. I for 0ne do not believe present fnrm products TTill reme.in at current prices 

during the next 2-5 ye:,rs. ThGrefore, ,·ihen y~u consider borrouing money your re­

p2.ymcmt plnn should be figured on c !!lore normE>.l price for what y-:iu hnve to sell to 

pc.y off your 1mm. I 1 11 soy hO\'JOvcr, that we have lots of !'!Oney to loan and the 

interest rete is lo·.ver than 'it hes been in the past. 

Mrs . Fryer : I 1 rn sure ,,e nll npprccintc tho.t cl.dvice from Mr . M0rg:-,n , I'd like to 

sa.y to ~1ir , Bolt that sevcrnl of us ,1nnt an electric se•;;ing m?.chino and rm electric 

mixer, Mr. Fryer \,ants n n:-m electric hcr-.ter for his brooder house, rind I person­

ally would like a few mdls to fo.sten the boards on the sido of my chicken house. 

Hhat are our prospects? 

Mr. Bolt: As for o.s th2 n('_ils go I thin'< you ::ill b.:i all right. Don•t buy too 

~any nt a time, nnd ~ybe you better lot your husb,nd do the pounding, 

';'ihcn it comes to the other t!-iings it is touch nnd go. I was checking up the 

orders last night. V;e 've got enough requests for smnll motors to fill one merno­

randu.~ book. Somo manufacturers don't promise delivery within n yonr. Electric 

equipment of e.11 kinds comes in slowly and the nicturc of the clothing situation 

applies to the hard~arc business too. But come up and see us often, Someday we 111 

be able to help you out. 

Mrs. Fryer: Something Mr. Bolt snid earlier Rbout raising our own feed prompts me 

to ask about fau:.ily food supply. Tiill ·:10 noed to plan on r>.s big n garden next year? 

Mrs, Butt ors: I I m glad you brought that up. .,~s Nutrition Chairman for our homo 
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demons t.ra tion club, I have hc.d sev8ral letters from our st,:i.to Foods Spec fa list 0n 

tho food situation, I've tried to ma.lee n sW!l:nary r..n:1 it boils do·,m to this: 

(Givo sumr.iary of Food an1 Nutrition Outlook.) 

Mrs. Butters: It looks as thouch there VTill be m:ied for r:i-:'.xi:71UJ!J food production 

nnd conservntion until tho 1947 crops a.re harvested. Tho list of foods in short 

supply, issued by the Secret::-,ry of :,griculturc O!l September 1, includes grn.ins, 

~ilk and butterfat, meats, cotton seed a~d soybeans, dried bc~ns ~nd peas, fresh 

oranges, tho major cnnned foods, jams, j elly end prescr-vos, c2.nned corn, sugar and 

certain c r.nncd ;' nd fresh fi:,h. This ·means that the best way for us to make these 

supplies ll1st longer is to produce as much as '.1e can ourselves. .fmother good 

ronson for prod.ucing our m-m food is the price increases •:;h:i.ch h::i.vc been granted 

on a number of importnnt items. 

You mentioned in particulo.r V!hether we sh".)ulcl plan t o n=dsc c2s big e. gf'.rden 

next year as we did this? Rcf'.lly, it is 2lwc.ys good business for a f a m:i_ly t o raise 

their own fruits and vegetables, if possible. In the st~dy on the nutrition of 

fo.rm fe.!!lilies, it was noted that fc.milios thc.t produce a hrgo share of their food 

supplies nre norn likely to h('.VC adequate diets thc'.n those producing only ~ s'!lall 

pe.rt. People with gar<fons tend to ent more vcg0tnbles than those .rho buy o.11 their 

food, even v1hen incomes P.ro ndequnte. To tho oxtont thnt hor.:e-groun vegetables 

are good sources of Vitamin i .. , which CP.n be stored in the body, consumers of these 

foods may carry the bonofi ts of their su1,mer gn.r1ens v:ell into the ·,:inter months. 

There is no question but i;1hnt victory gardens helped to improvo diets through 

greater consumption E'.nd through reduction of vitamin losses thnt occur bot\1een 

hnrvcsting and consumption of commercie.l vegGtl'_bles. 

H.D.A.: That I s an oxcGllcnt sun11:inry, Mrs. Butters. I 1d like to havo !'. copy of 

that to take to the Burlap Hone Do~onstratian Club to~orrow. 

1'1e have tnlkcJ n great dcnl about v.rhut He need and wc.nt for our mm houses 

and farr.is, now let's consincr the com'Dunity. Our county Honlth Officer, Mr. 
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Penicilliwn, is pretty close to tho ho<>.lth situ<>ticm. Won't you tell us ho-.1 it 

looks to you, Mr. Penicillium.? 

Mr. Penicillium: Hell, I guess ycu ~11 knr:.-, ho0:1 much tc.lk there h~s been about the 

rural henlth situP.ti,m, an~l ,JC hnve ,~11 been rather hopeful bcc'"!USo there has been 

so much interest shown in our problem. I guess we all hope::l thD.t ·,,hon the rmr was 

over doctors domobilizod from the army wouJ.d come into rural areas and take care 

of sor:ie of the ,dr:l.e open places •;1herc uc have haJ. no medical services. But it just 

isn I t happening. Doctors arc going into the 11:'.rger communi tics Hhcro they hr..vc 

better laborntory and hospital facilities, And I guess ·;m Cf'.n 1 t blame_ thc1:1 for 

thut, can vie? 

Mrs. Fryer: But aren't we going to got s')mc rural health funds? I thought that 

v:as r,h2t tho Hill-Burton BiJ.l v1as about, 

Mr. Penicillium: Hen, you arc right, that is what it is about, but it isn't as 

sinple as it looks, You sue, this "hill v!ill provide opportunities for Str.tes to 

r.iake surveys of hee.lth facili tics and t0 d0 something about hosoi to.l construction, 

H::mcvor, tho locc1.l c0~amuni ty ·:1iJ.l have to provjdc t·.-ro-thirds of tho c0st of con­

struction and r.lso will hnve to gunrantoc r.inintuinance, Holl, you kno·:.r v;h2t th~t 

maQns to 2 lot of our rural ~roas. 

Mr. Bolt: v:cJ.l, it looks as though ·;10 hnve boon just too hopeful, doesn't it? 

However, tho ~mericnn poopJ.e usu..__~lJ.y do solve their problems. It seems to r.ie thnt 

v10 OU!!;ht to be o.blc to work this one out, 

Mr , Penicilliur.1: In some plnces the oeopJ.o arc soJ.vjng this problor.1 themselves. 

For instance, under the leadership of tho rural hc~lth co:mT1ittec, numerous rurnl 

hospi taJ.s f'.rc: springing up in the South·:mst. The F[:rmcrs 1 Unions .c:nd other grouos 

arc sponsoring similar movomemts in the North:1est, c1.nd you know hos pi tl'.J.s •·!ill 

r-.ttrnct :'lodicc.J. prf'.ctitioners , It sooms to me that the possibilities of coopera­

tives is very widcsprcRd, It is tho oJ.cl i ~lcn, you know, that nh;,.t we Cl'.n't do 

alone v10 co.n do together. 
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l\lr. Bolt: :.s ·,70 org2.nizo such cooporr.tivo cnn 1 t ,10 got sono of those surr,>lus 

supplies for hos pitals, laboratories nnd clinics? 

Mr. Pc nicillium: I think it is very disap~X)intbg. fTo h!'.d n.11 counted on some of 

those. But the administrative policies end tho procedures th8t have boon set up 

make it nlnost irn!'.lossible for n s::1allcr health unit t o competo ,;Jith larger inter­

ests in obt".ining them. But thorD aro sor:te onconraging fnctors to consider. Let 

us not forgot that the ne\1 dental ."'.nd □onto.l health nets give npportuni tics for 

research nnd tr~ining in educational responsibilities to the U.S. Public Health 

Service. Then too, the Federal roorgnnization plnn is improving the c'Jordinn.tion o.'· 

all govcrnmonto.l health agencies. Jill of this should in timo help us. 

Mrs. Butters: Do ,.re still havo t,o r:intcribl and child health progrn□? 

Mr. Ponicillium: That is annthor bright S!)ot; thct approprbtion has just about 

been doubled and it functions in rural arec.s as rrnll o.s urbnn. 

~.1iss Shee ts: Yostcrday I h-'.).::trd sor.1O ;·10::ion in tho store tnl!cing about a prepaYT!lent 

henlth plan. Is thnt tho Blue Cross? 

Mr. Pcnicilliu□: It might be. T'1r:t is ln.rgely h'Jspi tal. So□c of tho Stl'.tc Medico.} 

-~ssoci-:tions hnvc set up their o;m prcp'.'.yr.ient health plc.n. I think it is pretty 

exponsivo. More thnn □ost of us feel \'!El do.n nff'JrJ to pny. Several yo<!.rs ago 

tho Farm Security Administr~tion sponsored a preprtyment medic[\l plan • .And under 

the neu orgnnization, Farmer 1 s Horne .i~d!!lini:,tr·etion, it is to continm.:. It SOl'r:'lS 

toge th~t there nre possibilities elong this line for mr.ny coooorativo efforts, 

Of cours0, you know thnt one of my rn--ist i ::11;,orknt ,nrks in the county is visiting 

tho schools nnd workincs ,ti th school children. There CGrtr'.inly nre a lot of needs 

there. Mr. Morgen, ns a !llOillbcr of the County .'l.griculturnl Advisory Council, I 

·aish y'Ju ;,ould tell us whnt cnution signs ure ti□cly on the credit horizon. 

Mr. Morgan: liell, I think many 0f you nlrca:1y rocognize so!:'lo d.~.necr si,;nals on 

the credit end fin~nciel rond. First, uo seen to be approaching anoint in our 

business economy very much like this country ex:,erienced in 1919 (after tforld WnrI) 
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For inskn'!e, r:e find tho.t pr:;ccs of f ..-,_r!':l lnncls gerwrnlly h'.:'.vo risen lm 2verr:ge of 

1% per month since 19/41. Th'.1.t is the ne.tional ave rc1.go incr8e.se fr or.1 th~t tir:ia h-i_s 

been 77%. In Texc1s tho rise has be en somm,hc1. t less, or 61% on Septc"1bcr 1. It 

might be ·nell for investors i n f~:rm rs-'.11 osb.tc to recognize thnt. ,-,hilo lo.nd i;, 

high, tc.xes 2.nc1 rwerhend c osts qre likely to continue quite fixed a.t kvc1s e.b0ve 

the prices of f ,qrm products. E:,sy credit nm-Jc.days mcty nrit prove beneficial ',,here 

h1rgc debt bal2.nce s a.r e involved. !.ncthor ito1n in the far!:! pr0ducti-::n picture nor.r 

i s tho money invested in no~ r..nchinery. The fa.rm opcr nt0r needs to figure ttc 

possible returns from tho now tractor, combine or other 1'12chinory '."ihcn the c os t of 

such r..ust be spread over yc<'.rs i7hon prices <'.re c ortainly to be on n declining level 

Tho hef'.lth nnd ·.:elf,,., r o of rne:nbP-rs of thu fnr:iily, 2s ·.,ell o.s e,:luc,.tion of the cMld­

r on mny depend on such de:cisions. 

!!,D.A.: Speaking of the educc.tion of tho child. ran, Mrs. Fryar , f'.S u mer.1b··;r cf the 
I 

school board, Hhat wer e you talking nbout <1t the last bonr<l meeting? 

~ Fryar: ~loll , I think you cnn ell guess our big~cst topic and our grc.'.'.tost 

~1orry right nm·; is kv.chcrs. G<Jod t enchers, lika good doctors, c.ro ~oing to th:, 

la.rger cantor~ -.•;here thay get 'TI'ir c r.ioney and bc tt;;,r equi pment t o -,'!Ork ,_:Ji th r-.rid □ore 

opportunities for comfortnblo living. You lm'J,1 somu of our rurl:'.l ter..chcrs aro 

h~ving n very h~r:l ti'!le finding n. docent pl~ce to li vc . /:,ml, of course, ':10 c o.n' t 

exoect t hem t o rlo g0od work if th0y ;:,.re dissr.tisficd v-Tith their living conditions. 

There i s no use in our saying anythinf t0 you ~eople ~bout our lack of fun~s for 

rurnl e'.l.uc~tion , fie just cnn' t pay the teachers '.':hat they aro ,;orth. ;'ie certainly 

must Jo sor..ething t o ~c.ko t !:n:~c hin,g in the rurnl r-.rons more f.l.ttrectivc. I think 

we hr:ve nll bccm plenscd. ov.:Jr the i-:ny in • . .:hie½ our returned vetoro.ns hc,ve ,zonCl b"'.CY 

to high school r.nd college. There is 1:!ijcsprc['.d interest t oo in henlth education. 

I think tho State colleges, and p::!rticul;:rly tho extension service , n.nj farm 

organiza tions ~re planning to dev~tc n grout dcr.l of time tn health oducntion, 

both for rural youth nnd adults. But if you ask ".IC r1h~t our grontest n()od in rurnJ 



-14-

educntion is, I •wuld sny 11Bettcr schools nncl batter toflchcrs 11 • 

!L.D.L.: Sp0nking of hea lth nn:1 eJucntion, what .2bout our- 4-H Clubs o.nc'l 'Jlcler 

youth? So mRny items in this Outlook should be understood by our y oung people. 

tdrs, Fr:vcr: 11.s a 4-H sponsor r_nd a :nothcr of t,:o club □ambers, I wc.nt to spec.k of 

the imorte.ncc of getting sor,e oft his Outlook Matcrie.l to the 4-H Clubs. Rural 

youth is particularly inkrested in anything t!1nt affects agriculture ~nd hor.io :'lllk.:. 

ing • They have their r1hole lives ahead cf them o.n-:1 nany arc looking for.n:r<l to 

being successful f a rmars or ranchers and homemakers. Some of this informP.tion cnn 

be used for our 4-H programs this yc~r. Yihon I 2.ttcndod the Round-up at College 

Station this last summer, I wc. s quite surprised to hc~r t hcJ boys "'.n1 girls 1~iscuss 

just such problems E'.S these. ll.nd f or cx"'.r.tplo, during tho '.7ar there -;ms c.. gre~t 

need for fo o:1 production en°1 for m:'.king clothing r.,ncl furnishings l r.st longer. You 

remeriber, 4-H members r,ent all-out for red.sing food ~nd the renov~tion of clothing 

and the Cf' rc of cquipm:mt ,,.ni hone furnishings received speci:.'.l emph2.sis. 1ic I re 

all proud of the r>on,lerful i;r1ork of our _____ County 4-Hers during the '7;ar. 

Briefly, those are sor.ic of tho plf'.ns for the 1.-H Clubs: 

Interest them in dcmonstrntions ~1hich ::L,fll 1r1ith agriculturc.l 1).nd. homo problems 

in u realistic mnnner. 

Continue v:ith progrnms n.t meetings 71hich fit in with thcs0 demonstr~tions. 

Hold 1iscussions -.~i th club :.cMbers especi.".lly on cvcirydny problc!!!s of the 

fo.rm or ranch, the homo, end tho ,,,orlc1 c.ffi:drs. My husbnnd nn:1 I, cs lenders for 

the 4-H Clubs in our community exp0ct to hnve some discussions using Outlook Mnt­

orial ns a bnsis. Uc plcn to use sane of tho ngrce anrl. disngr.Je qur:-stions in this 

way. 

There r.rc n number of young people who nec-:1 4-H Club ':'iork in this cor.ununi ty. 

Our club should ;nnke e.n effort to reach them and provi.fo londorship. 

H.D .. ~.: I've been trying to summarize horo. I've ~3dc it brief -- S points: 
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SUMi',1.'.RY 

1. Phns arc for high production in 1947 on grain, rlr?.iry, poultry :i.n--l. livestock 

fo.rr1s. Moat v1ill ~robably be in short su;Jply in rohtion to dom!".nd until th0 spri~ 

of 1947 or later. 1f high inco~es anr.1. fu.11 cm:;iloyr:iont continues, :leJT1c1.nd =::ill re­

r.iain high in rel~tion to the su"'.lply of mcr.t. Thero nll 2~ein bo a garc~en c::tm­

pctign in 1947. 

2. 1946 farm incomes are hieh -- c.bout tdce ".S high c.s in 1935-39. 

3. Fnrm incomes pr obably ·uill remnin about the same in 1947 but ,Ii th costs g,,ing 

Ur.> net fc.rm inc :->mcc m2.y be slightly lo•;:1er. 

4, Prices fnrners get for m0st f~rm "ror1ucts rr.i.11 rennin high tho first h:1.lf of 

1947 with so1'10 prices lower during tho l Pst he.lf, 

5, Prices farmers P.Q."l f or things they buy ,Jill be SOl'ICWhc.t hi::;h0r in 1947 than 

in 1946. 

6. Production of items for the h':>mc, like furniture, rugs, electrical equipi'!lcnt 

c.nd clothing will increnso - perhaps cr.tch up ti) s':>rno extent r,i th the derw.nd in 

1947. Construction CtJl"ltrols ,Jill probably remain in f orce until the housing 

situntion is loss cri tic~l. Producti':m of ,~nst building :-lc1.tcrinls in incre~sing 

but oven ,lith hir,:h production it is impossible to keep up with the dei'J!l.n3.. 

7. Fccilities frn· health 1>.n:l e,luc ,1.tion need to be improved in rur.'.'.l c.r::ms. It is 

going to t ake cornmuni ty understan·1ing 1:r.J community action to got r.tore d octors 

and hos pi tnls f')r rural ~rens and bott ::1 r cducntion f or f .1rli1 children. 

8. lnd in conclusion, ~11 of us need to be nctivc in passing on Outlook Inform­

ation to others c.n:1 in getting these f P.cts before our young people. 

Mrs. Frvcr 1 Chnirmnn: Thank you, Miss Friendly, and now I knon s0me of our club 

members will have ~om0 questions -

Jennie (from the A.u.Jience}: Mr>.dl'.m Chnirmrm, it see:Js to me ·:;e 1ve gone over this 

Outlook Me.t~rinl nwfully fast. I, for on0, think that !!iss Frion1ly anj these 

guests, Mr. Bolt, Mr. Morgan anj 11'1.r. Pen.icillium hav0 rode a lot of points that 
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we need to talk about somo r.10re. Thon I think, too, th::-.t these things arc so 

imp0rt~.nt thr.t our !:!en folks, [l.nd tho young folks, should :<n0'.7 more cc bout thorn. 

I just wonder .._.,hether our club couldn 1 t do so:nething more about it. ri ;e al'.,ays 

have such fun ,;hen we have a pot luck supper -- and it I s about time -~m I re having 

one agnin. Couldn 1 t we have one ryr etty soon, and th~n spend the evening talkin5 

these t hines over? 

Cha irman: You've heard Jennie 's suggcsti0n. Sounds gocj to me , Hocr many of you 

think it 1 s time vre 1 r e having a supper again -- and then r:e cc.n hc.vo a good evenings 

discussion? Let 1 s sec your han~s --

(Show of hr.nds) 

1:Jell, tha t will take some commi ttce ,wrk, You 1 11 have to give me a little ti.P.Jo 

t o think ov er the committee . You'll be getting an announco□ent about the tir.io 

and pl~ce f or the mooting • • • • 

!.nd now, I w.'."\nt to thank our guests, Mr. Pen±cillium, Miss Sheets, tir. Bolt, and 

Mr. Morgan, f or joininrs us t oday, ~nd you, Miss Fricn:ay, f 0r l eaiing tho .-Jis­

cussion. I'm sure the other menbers oft he MeRd.ov;brook Club shar e my feeling that 

nhile we have learned much from this Outlook meeting, we still hc.ve lots to learn, 

and we 1 11 be l ooking for.mrd to continuin[; this discussion. 

MEETING f..DJOURNED. 
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