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GENERAL AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK - 194? 

Demand and Price. The demand for farm products may be at lower levels in 
the latter half of 194? than in the first hall'. For the year as a whole, total 
demand for farm products and prices received by farmers are likely to average 
some11hat below 1946. But prices rgceived by farmers are likely to exceed the 
average for 1945 which was about twice as high as either 1909-14 or 1935-39 
periods. Prices paid by farmers are expected to average higher next year. 

Assuming normal growing conditions next year, cash receipts from marketings 
and Governmsnt payments may be reduced about 5 pe rcent compared with the record 
r E,ceipts in 1946. :u th increased production costs and reduced sales, the net 
income of farm operators may be reduced as much as 10-15 percent from 1946. 
Even with such reduction, the net income of farmers will still be near the high 
v:artime levels of 1943-45 and about 2½ times the 1935-39 average. 

Consumer incomes will probo.bly average higher in 1947 than in aziy preceding 
year, but the increase may not be reflected in increased domestic demand for farm 
products as would occur under normal conditions. These larger incomes are likely 
to go more toward satisfying cumulated demand for many manufactured goods, as 
the se are available ~ 

Also, foreign demand for farm products is likely to be some~hat smaller in 
1947. Factors affecting this are decline of food exports by U.NRRA, some rehabili
tation of European agriculture and a probable shift in tile use of dollar exchange 
(of foreign nations) to the purchase of non-agricultural commodities. 

In August 1946, the index of orices received by farmers advanced to a new 
record of 249 (1909-14 = lOO), 6 percent higher than the peak attained in May 
1920, follo·11ing \"iorld :far I, and 123 percent above the 19)5-39 average. Compared 
with Angust 1945 this index has adve.nccd 22 percent. While prices of farm pro
ducts next year may average some .. hat below the estimated 1946 average of about 
225, prices in the latter half of th~ yenr may avera~considerablv lower if 
crops continue large and foreign takings are greatly reduced. However, some con
siderable bolstering force is Government commitment to support prices of "Basis" 
and 11 Steagall11 commodities. 

Production Expenses. Production expenses in 1946 and 1947 are likely to 
continue the up1•1ard trend v;hich has prevailed during the war period. Total farm 
production costs in 1946 will be about 10 percent higher than in 1945; and a 
further incr ease of as much as 5 perc8nt may occur next year. The indicated 
total for 1947 will be about 2:- tir.ies as large as i n 1938, and nearly 50 percent 
greater than in 1920, the highest year prior to World War II. Increasing prices 
for nearly all commodities used in production are of primary importance in 
bringing these high production expenses in 1947. One exception is lower pros
pective expenditures for feed bought for livestock. 

Interest. The farm-mortgage debt held by commercial bnnks, individuals and 
certain other private lenders increased about 95 million dollars during 1945, 
while the debt held by the Federal Land banks decreased 130 million dollars; that 
held by the Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation, 100 million dollars; and that held 
by life insurance companies 50 million. A continuation of this shift could mean 
a higher average interest rate for the total mortgage debt in the years immediately 
ahead. 
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A more significant rise in interest costs during the comj_ng year may occur 
in connection with non-real estate credit. Increased expenditures for automo
biles, machinery, tractors, and building materials at higher prices and on 
higher credit rates will further inc:::-ease debt charges. The various creditors 
will make loans at about the same rates, but to finance larger purchases farmers 
wiJ.l increase their debts with such credjtors as dealers and finance companies 
whose rates are considerably higher than those of banks and production credit 
associations, the more usual lenders. 

~- Property-true payments made by farmers in 1947 will be up somev:hat 
fro,a those for 1946. The 1945 levies on farm re11l estate, payable largely late 
in 1945 and early 1946, were more than 10 percent higher than those of 1944. A 
further riso is expected in 1946. 

Net Income to Farm Operators. For·1946 the realized net income of farm 
operators is estimated at about 14.7 billion dollars, or more than 10 percent 
above 1945. 

Net income in fil2 may be from 10 to 15 percent below 1946. 

~iarketine and Transt'.'ortation. Some existing shortages in facilities for 
processing and distributing farm products are expected to continue into 1947, 
and in the case of rail transp0rtation, these shortages are likely to remain 
critical throughout the year. During the w&r, food p:::-ocessing equipment was 
run-down from continued use , but next year should bring some ~mprmroment. How
ever, limited equipment and plant capacity is li!rnly to hold dm.·n normal progro s s 
in some lines of food marketing. Over the long run, important changes may take 
place as indicated by such developments as pre-puckoging of fresh fruits and 
vegetables and tho spectocul('.r growth in the ·use of quick-freezing method of 
food preservation. 

Shortage of roil transportation for agricul turr,l ra.-1 ma terinls and food
stuffs, which has hampered ir.arketings this year, is not expected to ease 
materially in 1947. If the present high level of industria l production is mnin
tnined through 1947, a repetition of this yecr•s shortage of box cnrs for the load
ing of grain nnd grain products mny be expected, 

Shortage of motortruck transportation in 191~7 will probably be much less 
critical than in the case of rail transport. While strikes and material shortages 
crippled the production of new trucks during the first half of 1946, a substantial 
number of truck units ha.s been turned out duri ng the yea.r. These units, plus 
those released as surplus by the armed forces, have helped to ease what otherwise 
might bave been a critical situation. Truck tire production is now sufficient 
to moet current domand and there has been some improvement in truck parts output. 

Water shipments - coastwise, intercoastal, and on the Great Lukes - have 
not yet been resumed on a pre-war scale. For coastwise and intercoastal service, 
restoration of tonnag8 to pre-w11r l evels uppuars very unlikely in the yenr ahead. 

Most types of transportation, especially by rail, probably will cost the 
user considerably more in 1947 than during the current year. The Interstate 
Co!III!lerce Commission has ulready perw.itted a temporary increase averaging about 
~ percent in rail rates on agricultural products. Also the ICC is now holding 
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hearings on the carriers I request to raise the increase to the full '.25 percent ;·. 
originally requested (except for cotton and fresh fruits and vegetable::;, on which 
tbe re.quested incre.ases are estiri~ated to average 22½ percen4. ,and 15. percent, 
ie.spectiv-ely). ·The trade generally expects :that the carrier·s will be _granted 
some kind of an increase, but .the exact amount, if cn,y,,.~ill be known .after the 
Commission Is decision is rendered. • , • 

FRUITS AUD VEGETABLES 

Fruit, Demand for fruit in 1947 is expected to be strong, with prices re
ceived by groners: averaging from it to 2 times those of the 1935-39 P.~fiod •. • 
Prices for some fruits, especially those in large supply, may not average quite 
as high as in recent years, Downward adjustments for the peak wartime pricep 
already have occurred· for some fruits, particularly apples and grapefruit·;· because 
of larger crops. 

Prices for most of . the 1946 fruit crops have been boosted by an extraordinary 
demand for fruit to process. Th8 1946 pack of canned fruits is expected to set 
a ne.w record. Although consumer d0mand for processed fruit continues strong, the 
high prices at which the new pncks nre being offered to consumers may result in 
much larger carryover stocks at tho boginning of the: 1947 pack season than a year 
ee.rlier. Hence processor demand for fruits may not be as strong as in 1946. 

While thero has been a sccsonal decline in s~me 1946 crop of . fruits .as in
creased shipments reached markets, prices arc expected to advance this fnll and 
,·,inter on sales made from cold storage stocks a If the now crop of citrus fruit 
turns out as large ns nov, . scorns likely,· pricc;:is_ this fall and winter probably ;,ill 
not bc"'_quito _D.s · high as a ycur onrlier, despite the continued strong· dc!:!).and for 
fruit in. gE;meral. • . •: i •. . . 

Exports · pf fru·i t in 194 7 {,ill ~e • weil 1::)elqr, pre-v;n.r levels but may increase 
moderately qver recent years. The~e ~uy be some increase in exports of. iresh 
apples and penrs and canned fruits to Europe. _Cunodc.. probc.bly will take -the 
usual volwno of fresh citrus fruits. Procurement by the military, a $trong 
factor in the fruit market during wartime, is expected to be relatively small. 

Truck .Crops (F6r fresh market). Pricei received by farmers for most com
rr.ercial.tr4ck crops produced for fresh mark~t in 1947 are expected to average near 
the prices received in 1946, assuming proquqtion continues .at tho extremely ,high 
level of recent yearn • • If, liowever, there . is an increased flow of long a\vai ted 
manufactured goods, and possibly some recession in general business and income 
payments in the last half of 1947, this ljlay restrain somewhat tho effective de
mc.nd for many foods, including frosh vegctnblos. 

. The record-large production in 1946 has unquestionably "caught up''- to the 
\.uiprecedented peacetime demand. Gror;ers _who produced for tho 1946 winter. 
season generally re_ceived very high prices;, but those: whose produce went to· market 
in l~aj, or lat~.r in the y~a1~, experienced pricos ope.:--rour;th to one-third lo,,cr • 
than' the wartime peaks. 
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The 194? acreage goals for specific vegetables vary somewhat but are mostly 
about the same to 5 percent above those for 1946, for early winter and spring 
plantings. Goals for summer. and -late plant.ings are- genera.'lly ·about 10 percent 
less than for 1946. ·- .. • 

• • f • I 

The acreage goals for Irish potatoes -in Texgs are- as follows: Lower Valley, 
800 acres, same as 1946; Ft. Bend-Wharton-Bexax: .. distri.ct, 6,?00 acres, 27 percent 
reduction from 1946; Hale-Lubbock-Deaf Smith area, 6·,200. acres, a reduction of 
32 percent from 1946. The acreage goal for sweetpotatoes in Texas next year is 
65,000 Vlhich is the same as that indicated for 1946. 

SWEETPOTATOES 

The planted ac~ee.ge_ and production .~ince 1943 is as follows: 

Planted Acreage 

1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

90?,000 
-- ??4,300 

715,200 
719,200 ( July 1 Ind.) . . . .. 

: ! . 

J , 

Production 

73,JSO,OOO 
.. ?l, 306,000 

66,SJ6,ooo 
65,956,000 (Sept . . 1 Est. ) 

Domand . .. . ; . . 
The demand for sweetpotatoes hos been:at · a high levcl ,for several years. 

With the exception of about 6 weeks during .the main harvesting period (Sept. 15-
Nov. 1) prices hnvc been .at or near c_ei~ings . . The demand du~ing the-·.year 1947 

.·. 

as a ~hole, for fresh and canned s.v,eotpotatoes, w:i,11 probably, be.-as strong as .. • .:: 
in 1946. 

} . : . , . ... . . ,. 

The demand for sweotpotatoes ·~o dehydrate fo~ food purposes will be almost 
negligible. There should be a substantial increased demand for sweetpotatoes 
for canning and drying for livestock feed. Facilities for drying sweetpotatoes 
for use as livest.eek feed are being. installed rapidly iQ. almost all· commercial 
sweetpotato producing areas. Low grad.es and culls can ,be . . utilized profitably 
in this manner. With E:_ prqfi~aql~ .. outl~t for the low quality sweetpotatoes · 
better grading for shipment in fresh for~ should,.r~sult in an -increase in con-
sumer demand. • , , :. 1--. ,,:: .• , 

The _demand for sweetpotatoe_s extends oyer tp13 ~.entire year. The supply, .. 
how~ver, is not usually spreap out to , the -be1;it -: ad,-vantage. Larger quantities of 
sweetpotatoes could be markoted a~ satisfactory prices, if more . sweetpotatoes 
were storod and cured for marketi~g after the, harvesting period. ' 

'l • 

. . , . ; 

The gunoral outlook for ri<rn. is ~ependent .. _upon sqpplips in Orie:mtal dountries .• 
With priontal_ crop prospects· in November 1946 •_again below normal and distribution 
facilities di~r.uptod by war, import requirements .in theqe.countries are expected 
to be important again in 194?-48. • Under theso conditions, another year of large 
rice production in th( United States is desirable. 
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Requirements of our normal markets in 1947-48 are estimated about as . 
follows, in million bushels of rough rice equivalent; food and industrial .uses, 
33.5,exports to Cuba and Canada, 14,8, shipments to our possessions, 11.8, 
military, 1,6, and seed and feed, 4.2. These total about 66 million bushels, 
If our large acreage is maintained for another year, and a crop approximating 
the 69,6 million bushels produced in 1946 is obtained, normal outlets for 66 
million bushels would leave only 4 million bushels for the abnormal demands re
sulting from viar conditions. 

As in the case of wheat, price support loans to cooperating farmers are pro
vided at 90 percent of parity in the 2 years following the formal termination of 
hostilities. If the index of prices paid by farmers, interest and taxes next 
August (194?) were to be about the same as at present, the loan rate on rice 
\'lould be about $1.50 per bushel, which compares \'Tith the actual price being 
received by growers for the 1946 crop of about $2.00 per bushel. 

SHEEP AND HOOL ( and HOHAIR) 

Sheen. Since 1941 sheep and lamb slaughter has be en at a high level. But 
tho number of sheep on farms and ranches has declined at a record rate, and the 
lamb crop also has declined each year. Sheep numbers reached a peak in the 
United States of almost 57 1i1illion head at the beginning 194'2, 10 percent above 
the 1935-39 average, The number on farms January 1, 1946, was 44 million, 22 
percent less than on January 1, 1942, and 14 percent less than the 1935-39 average. 
Numbers were dovn in all geographic areas, ranging from a reduction of 28 percent 
from the 1942 level in the 13 Western states to 19 percent in the _South Central 
states . 

The 1946 lamb crop was estimated at 46 million head, 7 percent less than the 
1945, and wns the smallest since 1927. Despite fewer lambs raised this year, 
total slaughter of sheep and lambs under Federal inspection in the first 8 months 
of 1946 almost equaled that of a year earlier. Total sheep and lamb slaughter 
the latte r part of 1946 is likely to be less than a year earlier, reflecting the 
year's smaller lamb crop and earlier marketings of spring lambs through August. 
Total slaughter for 1946 mny be 1 to 2 million h~ad smaller than the large 
slaughter of ?..4.6 million hoad in 1945, as the liquidation of ewes continues. It 
is likely that the number of stock sheep this year ~ill docline almost as much as 
in 1945 nhen an 8 p€rcent r eduction occurred. 

i"/i th u smaller number of ewes on farr.:s next winter, the 1947 lamb crop is 
likely to show a further r eduction. There is little possibility of any great 
increase in stock sheep numbers in 194?, unless slaughter of ewes and ewe lambs 
drips off sharply. Slaughter of sheep and lambs in the first 4 or 5 months of 
194? is likely to be less than in the same period of 1946 because of the fewer 
number of lambs that will be available for grain feeding this winter . The reduc
tion in slaughter may become r-·,ore marked later in the year when the new-crop 
lambs become available. 

Fewer Lambs on Feed thi s Winter. Lamb feeding was at record high levels in 
1945-46, with the number of sheep and lambs on feed January 1 ranging from 6.5 t o 
? million head during that period. The number on fe ed January 1, 1946, was 6.7 



--6 

million. Lamb feGding this winter probably will continue large, but the number 
to be fed will be less than a year earlier, chiefly because of smaller number of 
lambs av&iluble and poor prospects for winter ~heut pastures as of Soptember 1. 
Number of lambs saved in 1946 in the .Western Sheep States producing most of the 
feeding lambs was over a million head smaller th,~n a year earlier. 

Suggested goals for United States and Texas, stock sheep and lambs on farms 
at end of 1947 and comparisonss 

Percentage 
Ex12ected On Hand as of 1947 Goal 

Jan. 1, 1947 Jan, 1, 1946 1937-41 1946 

united States (in 1000) 35,200 37,517 ·76% 94% 
Texas (in 1000) 9,575 9;al8 104% 99% 

Wo0l. Apparel wool consumption to be smaller in 1947. ~1ill consumption of 
apparel vool in 1947 probably will decline some from the record yearly rate of 
abou~ a billion pounds, grease ba3is, which has been maintained consistently since 
1941. However, mill use of domestic wool raay be larger in 1947 than ih the 3 
previous years, in each of ,;;hich it was less than production. Consumption of 
domestic wool has been increa3ing this year but by June had increased to a rate 
sufficient to use only two-thirds of this year 1 s production. Foreign waol prices 
have been increased, which factor should encourage ½Se of more domestic types. 

Prices of wool to U. S. l~i ills may be somewhat higher in 19L~7 than in 1946, 
Prices of fine quality wools have advanced about 10-15 percent above previous 
"issue11 prices at the Australian auction vihich opened September 2. If maintained, 
this rise in price t•!ill likely be reflected in prices on foreign wool held at 
Boston. 

Prices to Growers in 194? to depend on Government action. -Prices received 
by farmers for Vlool will continue about at the present level of 42¢ per pound to 
April 15, 1947, as the CCC will continue to purchase wool at pres0nt prices until 
then. After that, prices may decline to a le-vel competitive \1ith imported wool 
unless the Government continues to support prices, since it seems unlikely t hat 
prices of foreign wool will increase sufficiently to raise duty-paid prices of 
imported wool to the level of present CCC prices. CCC pt.rchase prices for fine 
domestic ,1001 at Boston are now about 20 percent higher than duty-paid prices of 
imported wool of comparable quality and preparation. 

Domestic Mohair Outlook. The domestic outlook for mohair producers for 1947 appears 
favorable. Mohair TTas certified to be in short supply August 31 by the Secr~tary 
of Agricultur8, and OPA has restored the dollar-and-cents ceilings on ~ohair 
sorts, nails, and tops ,vhich it establish~d in June 1946. These ceilings \'Jere 
roughly 10 percent above 1941 "freeze type11 maximum prices in effect prior to 
that time. The demand has been quite good for the fall clip y:ith adult grades 
reported at 58-61 cento and kid grades at 78-80 conts. Demand is expected to 
remain high throughout 1947. Prior to the war about ~/3 of ull mohair used in 
this country uent into the reunufacturc of automotive upholstery fabrics. Car 
production is expected to be materially higher in 1947 than this year and may be 
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half again as large as the 1935-39 average. Mohair is also used in many other 
high quality fabrics now in demand. 

Mill consumption of mohair and mohair tops during the first half of' 1946 
has been fairly stable at the high annual rate of 24 million pounds a year. 
This is somewhat in excess of domastic production which has been 20-22 million 
pounds annually since 1939. Mill consumption in 1947 may be considerably above 
1946 levels. !Jiohair stocks on hand June 30 in this country were quite large, 
totaling 15 million pounds. There is also e possibility of supplementing 
domestic supplies TTith imports, While mohair imports for the first half' of 1946 
were Joss than half a million pounds, surplus mohair stocks have been reported 
in both South Africa and ~1rkey. 

FARM MACHINERY AND EOUIP.MEi~T 

Farmers spent about 4,3 billion dollars for the operation and maintenance 
of power and machinery in 1945. This amount included thG total cost of using 
pov1er machines, other farm machinery &nd equipment and also the cost of keeping 
farm horses and mules. Power and machinery costs for 1945 were 73 percent above 
the 1935-39 average, but gross farm income was 136 percent above this average. 
The percent farm pmi'er end machinery costs A.re of gross farm income in 1945 was 
16 compared with 22 in the 1935-39 period. 

Supplies of farm machinery, attachments, ond repair p&rts for the year 
ended July 1, 1947, may shor.-. little if any increase over the production of' the 
year ended July 1, 1946, as continued material shortages are expected to adversely 
influence the volume of production. Production this past year (1945-46) was about 
5 percent bolow the relatively favorable output of 1944-45, but TTould havo been 
larger except for labor-management disputes in major farm machinery plants and 
rnatei. inl shortages resulting from v:ork stoppage in al.lied industries, Production 
in the early months of lnst season TTas about the snme ns for the same period a 
ycor earlier, but production for the 6 months ended June 30, 1946, was materially 
lower than for the same period in 1945. 

Further i~provement in the farm motor transport situation is expected in 
1947. Production of motortrucks by July 1, 1946, had reached prewar levels and 
is expected to be higher in 1947. Automobile production in 1947 is expected to 
be considerably above the 1946 production. For the last 6 months of 1946, pro
duction of automobiles should moro thnn double the 642,000 units produced in tho 
first half of the year. 

Supplies of tires of oll typos are expected to be ample in 1947. The 1946 
production of tiros for farm implements ond for most fnrm motor-trucks is about 
adequate to meet current needs. Production of autoruobile tires in 1946 is of 
record proportions and should provide nbout 2 new tires for every autamobilo 
registered in 1946. 

Prices of most items of new machinery are now higher tho.n in 1945 and further 
price increases nre in prospect. This is also true for important supply items and 
services essential for using the machines, os well ns horse feed and labor costs. 
Thus, compared with 1945 the cost of using farm porrnr, mnchinery and equipment are 
likely to be considerably higher in 1946 :::nd still higher in 1947. 
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The most important item of power and machinery costs for the Nation as a 
whole is the keeping of horses and mulas, which a.mounted to more than 35 percent 
of the total farm power and machinery costs in 1945, Costs of keeping horses 
o.nd mules in 1945 r:ere 42 percent above the pre-war average, largely because of 
the greatly increased feed prices and farr,1 v,age rntes, and notwithstanding a 22 
percent decline in horse and mule numbers. Per-head costs in 1945 were more than 
80 percent above the prewar nvoragc and wero almost double the 1940-41 average. 
Colt crops nave been small in recent years, and further reductions in nu~bers 
of horses and mules are in prospect. 

Total tractor operating co::;ts in 1945 ':'lere more than 100 percent above the 
prewar avernge but there \'mrc also 67 percent r.,orc tractors in 1945. The opera
ting cost per tractor in 1945 was only about JO percent. above the prevm.r o.vcrago. 

Costs of using fnrm automobiles and motortrucks in 1945 ,1ere 66 percent 
above the prev-;ar average. Oviing to ,mrtime restrictions, fc.rmers purchased few 
neu automobiles and motortrucks from 1942 to 1945. Although 1945 numbers were 6 
percent o.bove the avernge of the prewar period, they viere less than for any year 
from 1940-43 inclusive. Cost per unit of operating motortrucks and automobiles 
in 1945 was about 57 percent above the prewar avercge. Costs of oper~ting f arm 
tractors, trucks, a.nd automobiles in 1946 are expected to be about 15 percent 
higher than in 1945. A further increase of about 15 percent over 1946 is 
expected in 1947, 

The costs of using all farm machinery and equipment other than tractors, 
trucks, and automobiles in 1945 'i'!as more than double the prewar average but 
there were 60 percent more machines, Per-unit costs of usi~g this ot her mach
inery in 1945 vrere only 33 percent above tho prewar average . Costs of operating 
machinery in 1946 will be about 15 percent higher than a year ago. 

Although machinery costs huve increased since 1940, the increases per unit 
have been less than the increases in wage rates and costs of keeping horses and 
mules, This additional advantage of machines and mechanical power over hand ~ark 
and animal power has made the substitution of ner, machine methods for the older 
established man-horse methods more profitable than in the prewar period. Greater 
production, increased production efficiencies, and higher prices have provided 
larger farm incomes and the means for expanding the purchase and use of machines. 

FARM LABOR AND WAGES 

Farmers have paid much higher \'mge bills in the past year than they did 
before the we.r, Cash wage payments and perquisites to hired workers were 2.2 
billion dollars in 1945--nearly 2.5 times the average wage bill in 1935-39---and 
will be more in 1946. The 1945 wage bill was the largest on record. Farm wage 
rates in 1945 ,vere three times the 1935-39 level, but eciployment of hired workers 
was 17 percent less than prewar, 

Wage rates in 1946 are continuing their upward trend, while employment of 
hired v1orkers is slightly above that of last year. The 1946 wage bill will 
probably exceed the record bill of 1945, by 5 to 10 percent. 
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Production per worker (for all farm workers) is almost 40 percent above 
the prewar level. This increase in labor productivity has tended to hold down 
unit labor costs. The ratio of index of farm wage rates to production per 
V'.rorker in 1945 was 220 percent of the 19.35-39 average. The index of farm wage 
rates was 302 percent of the 19.35-39 average. 

While wage rates and total wage payments have increased sharply during the 
v:ar years, gross farm income and prices received have also increased. Gross 
farm income in 1945 was 236 percent of the 19.35-.39 average and prices received 
by farmers for their products were about 190 percent of tho prewar average. 
Costs of many important production factors other than hired labor rose less 
rapidly than did prices received. 

Several major factors have contributed to greater productivity of farm 
labor in recent years. Increased mechanization of farm operations and higher 
crop yields, due partly to favorable r;eather, are among the factors that have 
resulted in smaller labor requirements per unit of production. Farm workers, 
particularly seasonal ones, have been utilized more fully during the past few 
years. 

Although farm \,age rates ure no.1 more than thre£i times their prewar level, 
fa:•mers still a.re experiencing difficulty in competing l:ith industry for -.,orkers. 
Industrial ;;rn.gc rates also h~ve risen from prermr levels. In 1945, hourly earn
ings of fv.ctory vorkers '\"!(:re about 6? porccnt higher than in 1935-.39. Farm 
wage s shov1ed a much greater percentage ::.ncrease frc:n the pre'imr period, but they 
started from a much lower level. Farm \'lage rates par month v,ithout board for Jul:; 
for example, averaged nearly $35.00 in 1935-39 and by 1946 had increased to $106. 
When farmers hired their help by the day without board, they paid an average of 
$1.50 in 1935-39 and $4.84 in 1946 respectively. Hourly earnings of factory 
workers, on the other hand, averaged $0.61 in 19.35-39 and ~L02 in 1945. 

Farm wage rates will probably averuge somGuhat higher at least through early 
1947 than in 1946. Continued high levels of employment, g~noral business activ
ity and cash farm income ·,1ill exert an upward pressure on farm nage rates, as 
industrial employers and farmers compete for ,10rkers. This competition and 
supplies of both regular and s8asonal ~orkors vrill differ from area to area. 

The total wage bill in agriculture probably will be higher in the coming 
ye&r. But there should be an improvement in tho skill and oxperience of r:orkers 
and a further increase in farm worker efficiency. 

COTTON 

On the basis of August 15 prices and the September 9th crop forecast, 
farmers' cash receipts from 1946 cotton will be the highest received sinco 1925. 
At 33.55 cents, the August 15 far~ price was the highest monthly farm price since 
July 1920. In terms of parity, it was 133 percent compared with 99 percent in 
August 1945. Early September prices of Middling 15/16 cotton at the ten spot 
markets are about J/4 of a cent above mid-August prices, whicl1 indicates thot 
prices received by farmers in early September olso are above the August level. 
September is the first important month of the marketing season. 
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The nverage 1946 lonn rate for Middling 7/8 inch cotton is 22.83 cents a 
pound. In 1947 calendar year, the parity index on which loans are based should 
average nbove present levels with the high point occurring about mid-year . 

The present outlook relation to supplies and needs for 1947 indicate that 
the U. S. carry-over next August 1 ,:ill be at the lm-1cst level since 1929. 
Supplies of all kinds of cotton in the Unitec States for the 1946-47 marketing 
season are indicated at 16.7 million bales (assuming imports of 200,000 bales). 
Total disappearance is expected to be slightly less than the 12.8 million bales 
TThicn disappeared last season. Thus, the domestic carry-over of all kinds of 
cotton in the United States on August 1, 1947, would be a little over 4 million 
bales compared with 7.5 million bales on hand August 1 of this year. 

Cotton consumption in the year ending July 31 totaled 9.2 million bales . 
'i'he August daily rate converted to a yearly basis amounted to 10 million bales. 
Even ,,ith this high rate of consumption, cotton textile inventories at retail 
levels continue to be low in relation to the current rate of sales. Outstand
ing orders are large. The consumption rate has continued high since the end of 
the war and no immediate change can be foreseen. However, c0rtain forces that 
may tend to ~eaken the demand for cotton goods are expected to become more 
prominent during 1947, As home construction and production of automobiles and 
housc:1old appliances increase, consumur expondi tu.res will be shifted sal!:er:ihat 
and a smaller proportion ~ill bo avcilable for food and clothing. Also increased 
supplies of rayon textiles are becoming nvaiJablo &nd will compete more effec
tively v.1ith cotton goods. Consumption is expected to ave:;:-age an annual r ate of 
about 9-3/4 million bales for the first 6 months of the 1946-47 season , but may 
run at a lower rate during the last half of the season. 

As of August 1, Commodity Credit Corporation had requisitions on hand for 
the sale of export cotton totaling about 0.7 million bales. On the same date, 
registered sales and consignments under the Cotton Sales for Export Program 
totaled about 1.1 million bales. This total of around 1.8 million bales will 
be supplemented as the year proceeds by additional sales. While it is too early 
to forecast exports for the year accurately, exports for the first nix months 
may total between 1.5 and 2 million bales. The total for the season is expected 
to equal about 3 million bales. 

The recent advance in cotton prices, if sustained through the 1947 planting 
season, makes cotton a more effective competitor with alternative enterprises 
for labor and other resources used in production. Farm labor and machinery 
supplies are expected to increase. Reasonably favorable weather during the 1947 
season, in contrast to the adverse wcatl1er of the past two seasons, would also 
result in the planting of a larger acreage and would contribute toward higher 
yields per acre. 

Since the beginning of the war, prices of cotton have risen more rapidly 
than rayon prices so that the ratio of rayon to cotton prices has become in
creasingly favorable to rayon. Total rayon production in the United States is 
continuing to expand, and production of staple fiber, which was curtailed during 
the war, has been resumed. Also, the advance in cotton prices since June 1946 
has greatly widened the spreads between domestic and foreign cotton prices, 
thereby lo'\'/ering prospective exports. 
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Present estimates indicate that tr.e v,orld consumption of all kinds of com
marcial cotton in the 1945-1,.6 marl:eting year amounted to about 23, 2 million bales. 
Consumi:.,tion of commercial cottori. in foreign countries expanded about one-fifth 
during 1945-46, This is in contrast to the United States where consumption con
tracted about 4 percent during the same period. A further increase in foreign 
constrn~tion of about 29 percent appears likely for next year. 

The world carry-over of all kinds of comr.aercial cotton on August 1, 1946, 
is now tentatively estimated at 16 percent below a year earlier, but this esti
mated carry-over is 21 percent above the 1935-39 average. Tho reduction in 
world carry-over is largely accounted for by the reduction in stocks of American 
cotton. The 1946 V!orld commercial crop of cotton is now estimated at 9 percent 
above the 1945 v:orld crop, but is 29 percent belm, the 1935-39 average. ~-lorld 
supplies of commercial cotton for the current season are now assumed to be 42,0 
million b~les, 7,0 million bales less than in the peak year of 1939 and 5.0 
million bales less than the 1935-39 average. ~ior1.-<l consumption of comr-iercial 
cotton in 1946-47 may increase some 19 percent over consumption during the 
1945-46 season. Such an incrense in cons•.1!".lption \·:ould result in a norld carry
over on August 1, 1947, approximately 30 percent belo~ the carry-over on August 1, 
1946, nnd about 15 percent belo.-: the 1935-39 average. Estimates of \";orld produc
tion, consumption and cnrry-over of co!'llr.'lercial foreign gro,m cotton have been 
:re".:!ently :.evist.d in light of data \":hich have bccor.ie available since the end of 
ho::;tilities. 

RuC...Qill_l'"f!eded Goals (National and State). The suggested 1947 r.atione.l goal is 
22,500,000 acres, ~hich at average yield per acre of 263 pounds would produce 
about 12,328,000 bales of 500 pounds or the equivalent of about 12,000,000 running 
bales. This compares with a planted acreage of 18,316,000 indicated for 1946 
with an estimated yie]d as of September 1, 1946, of 9,171,000 bales. 

The suggested 1947 State goal is 8,460,000 acres, at an assumed yield of 
170 pounds ptr acre would produce about 2,996,000 bales. 

The bulk of the 1947 acreage is lik-=,ly to be plantc:d to cotton varieties 
producing medium staples 15/1611 through 1-3/3211 , Requirements are largest for 
these lengths. A large increase in acreage of varieties shorter than 15/1611 

might result in a surplus of these qualities. 

The fact that requirements for some grades may not be produced on the sug
gested acreage goals is not of sufficient importance to justify an increase in 
thE:: goal above 22,500,000 acres. It is nevertheless important to strive to bring 
the quality of the cotton crop more nearly in line ~ith requirements in order to 
improve the competitive position of cotton with synthetic fibers and foreign 
growths. 

Support prices {level and met.hod of supporting). 

The 1946 loan rate on upland cotton is fixed by law at 92.5 percent of the 
parity price as of August 1, 1946. The 1947 loan rate is fixed at 92.5 percent 
of parity as of August 1, 1947. 



BEEF C,~ TTLE 

Decline in Ca~tle Numbers May Be H4lted 
Ter.por;;il~ in 1243 
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United States cattle numbers increased each year from 65 million head on 
farms January 1, 1938 to a record high total of 82.4 million at the beginning 
of 1944, an increase of 26 percent in the 5-year period. NUJ'Tlbers increased 
relatively more in the Western Corn Belt and in the 1¥estern States than in the 
other regions. The smallest relative increase occurred in the North Atlantic 
States. The incre9se in cattle numbers was stimulated by a sharp rise in 
cattle prices in the early years of the war and favorable years for pasture 
and feed production. The number of milk cows and heifer calves from dairy 
herds on farms increased 18 percent in the 5 years ·1938-43, with the total of 
these classes on farms at the beginnin~ of 1944 estimated at almost 41 million. 
Numbers of dairy stock increased relatively most in the West North Central, South 
Central, and Western States. 

Cattle numbers declined somewhat during 1944 in 811 regions, with the 
sharpest declines occurring in the number of milk stock. Beef-cow numbers 
r€rnained at a high level in 1944 and 1945, ThG toal number of ca ttle on farms 
at the end of 1946 may be la1·ger than the estimated n.8 million on hand 
January 1, 1946. A reduction aprarently has occurred in the number of cows kept 
for milk, but numbers of other cattle may show increases, l ar gely a s a result of 
the current tendency to delay mArketings. 

Cattle and calf slaughter in 1947 is likely to be at least as large as in 
1946. Slaughter in 1946, on the basis of slaughter in the first 8 months 1md 
current trends, may total 30 to 32 million head, considerably under the record 
righ of 34.9 million head slaughtered in 1945. 

Cattle feedin~ has been ·at a high l evel throughout the past 5 ynars. In eB ch 
year since 1940, except 1944, the number of cattle and calves r e ported as on f eed 
for market January 1 exceeded 4 million head, compared with an average of 3 million 
on feed January 1, 1930-39. An estimated 4,157,000 cattle and calves were on feed 
in the United States J&nuary 1, 1946, 4 percent l ess than the number on f eed a 
year earlier, but 5 percent more than were on f eed January 1, 194/4. A l a r re number 
of cattle were fed during the 1945-46 winter a nd ecrly spring s eason to ut i lize 
the soft corn from the large 1945 crop. Cattle gener ally were put into feed lots 
l ast f all at record hig-h prices. Other feeil.ine: costs wer e hif h and 1TI2.rketings of 
cattle from feedlots were large in the first quar t er of tho year. 

The number of ca ttle on feed in the Corn Belt January 1, 1946 Wt'!.S estimated 
to be 3,310,000 head, 5 per cent l e ss than a year eerlier . On April 1 the nuMber 
on feed in the Corn Belt was estimated to heve been 17 perc ent (a round 350,000 
head) less than a year earlier. The percentage decline from the previous April 1 
vias one of the greates t on r ecord, exceeded only in the ye~rs foll0\1ing the 1934 
and 1936 droughts. Marketings of cattle from feedlots were compur a tively small 
in May a nd June but r1er e l a r ge in July :rnd August, fol lowing tho l apse of price 
control, The number of cattle on feed for market August 1 in the Corn Belt was 
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estimated to be 45 per cent less than a year earlier, the sm.<!llest :for that date 
on record. Feeding also VJa s sharply reduced in the principal feeding States in 
the West. 

A sharp rise in prices of better grade cattle since June 1946 and the 
prospects of increased supplies of feed grains per animal unit in the feeding 
year beginning Octob~r, 1946 point to a larger number of cattle to be grain fed 
next \'linter and sprine- than a year earlier. 

Cattle prices had been r1s1nr slightly for several months prior to the lapse 
of price control and adiranced mat0rially in July and Au~st. Lov.•er gra0.e cattle 
did not adv5ncc in price during the period of freEJ prices. Despite record high 
prices for feeder cattle, a much J.arger number of cattle '!'Jere started on feed 
this summer than a year ae-o, partly as a result of a wider feeding margin. The 
movement of stocker and feeder cattle to 8 Corn B6lt States in July and Au~ust 
was 64 percent greater than a year earlier. The number of steers and bee:f 
heifers on farms January 1, 1946 was only 5 percent less than the r ecord number 
on hand at the bef-innin~ of 1944, and the supply of cattle available for feeding 
is large. 

Prices of feeder stock may continue hi~hcr than a year ago. In oarly 
September, pricc3 of feeder steers at Kansas City avera~ed around $16.oo, $4.on 
per 100 pounds higher than last year. 

Supplies of feed will be ample in most of the important feeding areas in the 
next 12 months, largely as a result of a record corn crop and the second largest 
crop of oats. The tct.nl supoly of feed concentrates for feeding in the 1946-47 
s eason, including feed grains, byproduct feeds, and wheat and rye for feed, on 
th0 basis of September 1 crop conditions, ,iottl.d be slightly lar~rnr than the 1945-

.L~6 total supply of 160 million tons. The supply per animal unit would be 5 to 
16 percent larger than a yoar earlier. 

Hay supplies are ample for tre livestock to be fed, although slightly smaller 
:per animal unit than the large supplies of a y,-)ar a!?O. Hay supplies arc belmv 
·the 1939-43 average in the eastern Corn Belt, but are above average in all of 
·the othGr regions of the nation. 

]Re turns From Cattle Feeding During~ 
Season Grcat!ll:, !han Year Earlier 

Returns from feedin~ steers purchased in Auqust-December 1945 and sold in 
~,Jay-August this year by Corn Bolt feeders as o v:hole apparently were more profit
rablo than a year earlier. Returns from feedinp ~ere definitely greater than in 
tthe corresponding p0riods of 1943-44 and 1942-43- Throurhout the war, returns 
:tfrom f eeding cattle for the _country as a vihole wore generally favorable. 

<Cattle Pric8s §e t NeYi High ~ Am•ust 

Cattle prices rose sharply from 18te 1940 -through 1942. Prices tended to 
ffitabilize from 1943 through 1945 as price controls became effective. Th8 average 
cof prices rose steadily in early 1946 to the highest levels of record. After 
ithe lapse of price control, prices for the better grades advanced sharply. With 
ffimall mnrketings of su~h cattle relative to the stron~ demand, prices of top 
ma ttle in late August· r eached ~~30.25 per 100 pounds at Chicago for a few loads 
a::ompared r-li th the previous top prior to July 1946 of $21. 50 in December 1919. 
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The avertHrn price of slrrnghter steers at Chicago v1~ s :r~21.36 in July 1946 and 
$21.71 in August 1946 comp.'lrcd r1ith ~17,30 under the June ceilings. A consider
able roll-back of prices of highor grade c8ttle occurred under the ocl.ling price 
schedule ,1hich bocemu effective September 1, 1946, 

Prices of bettor grnde cAttle:: m;xt summer probr.hly will not r e<".ch the r ecord 
highs of the summer of 1946. Summer marketings of fed ca ttle vdll be lar~er t\'ian 
in 1946. Crittle prices TMY decline in the fall of 1947 as marke tin?,s increa se, 
particularly if £1.eneral business activity should decline at that time, 

Goals: 

1. The SJaughter Goal: -- The proposed 1947 slaughter goal of 34 million 
cattle ~n~ calves compares ~ith the 1946 goal of 35 miJlion head, The 1946 slaughte2 
goal, if obtained, was Expected to reduce cattle numbers by approximat ely 2 million 
head by the end of the year. 

2. Bree1ing Herd Goal: -- From 1939 to 1946 the number of beef co~s in
creased from 10 million to 14,6 million head resulting in the yearly output of 
beef from 7 billion to more than 9 billion pounds in 1944 and 1945, as viell a s 
supplying an increased quantity of veal and calf meet, without resorting to 
liquidation of breedinf stock. It is reco~~ended by P.M,A, that the goal for 
beef co~ numbers at the end of 1947 be a total not in excess of 15.2 million head 
or approYimately 4 percent more than at the beginning of 1946. Texas share of 
this number is estimated a t 2,838,000 head. 

3, Cattle Feeding Goal: -- Developments in the meat situation in l &te 1q46 
~ake it advisable that sprcial consideration be given to the establishment of 
a cattle feeding goal for 1947, or at least th(;' de termination of desired ob
jectives as to increasing the nu~ber of ca ttle fed so as to insure nn adequate meat 
supply, especially during the sprine and summer months V!hen supplies of pork arc 
expocted to b0 rGlatively small, Feed shortares and uncertainties a s to continua
tion of. price controls appear to hnve resulted in a marked r eduction in the 
number of cattle fed for slaughter in 1946 r..s compared \'Ji th most of the war 
years, The supply of feed grain per nni0al unit for th0 1946-47 f eedine year is 
expected to be about the largest of record, and with a !'!larkE!d reduction in hogs 
a nd some decrease in lambs, poultry and milk cows, the supply of f ee::d grain 
together \"d th hay and forage that rdll be available for fattening cattle 1.1ill be 
nrnple for exi::~nding cattle feeding operations considerably - probably 15 to 20 
percent - over the level of 1946, An increc sc of at le2st 15 percent seems 
v;arranted, .An increase of this amount would r esult in a total supply of fed 
cGttle in 1947 probably not more than 5 to 8 percent larger thnn in 1945. In 
planning their operations cattle finishers need to be cautioned that an orderly 
movement from feed lot to market throuehout the year is necessary and tha t if the 
bulk of the fed cattle. should reach market e ftcr June 30, 1947, ,1he n price controls 
are scheduled to expire, it rnny rGsult in sharp price declines and severe con
gestion in marketing and distributing f~cilitics. 

4, Production Capacity: -- Cattle production is primarily dependent on 
pasture hny and forage resources, hcnco the extent of these resources together vJi ·th 
the number of other grazing animals that compote with ca ttle for th0m determines 
the number of cattle that can be 1TIP.intained ~·iith safety. Horse and mule numbers 
h~ve bs en reduced 56 percent, or more than 14 million h0ad since 1920, thus 
r elA~sing for other livestock suffic1ant ~r~~i~~ And fnrn~" +~ ~~1"t~in nP~rlv 
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17 million cattle. Sheep numbers since 1942 hnve been reduced more than 11 
million head, thus making available grazing resources that would maintain about 
1.3 million beef cattle. Total animal grazing units at the beginning of 1946 
were 5 per cent less than the recent peak recorded at the beginning or 1944 and 
only 2. 9 percent more than the long-time (1920-1944) average. A.1.lo•.'linr. for the 
expected increBse in cattle other than milk stock at the beginning of 1947 and 
the probable decreases in all other livestock - horses, mules, dairy stock and 
shGep and lambs - the number of animal grazinp units in 1947 will be only 
slightly different from that in 1946. 

In practically all States the nUJT!bers of animal grazing units at the be
ginning of 1946 were not excessive for the production ca-p8city under averafe 
weather conditions. If marketings of cattle and calves for slau?hter in 1947 
total about 33 to 35 million bead and in the years immediately follovdng should 
be about 32 to 33 milJ.ion, this balanced relationship may be expected to continue. 

States which now have animal grazinr units in excess of the lonFZ-time average 
arc all Southern States, except West Virginia and South Carolina; Wisconsin, 
Michiran and Missouri in the Corn Belt area east of the Missouri River; Nebraska, 
South Dakota and '1klahoma in the Plains Stetes; ::lnd Colorado, Montana, lf-'ashington 
and California in the Pastern Group. The shift from cotton production and the 
improvement of pastures in the South together vd th the substitution of ms chanicRl 
power for horses and mules has made possible a marked increase in cattle numbers 
in that region and it is probable that cattle prorluction will continue to expand 
there. In this region, hov.reve:r, total beef' output probably could be increased 
more economically by improving breeding stock and giving more attention to feeding 
and management rather than by merely expanding numbers of the type of cattle now 
generally raised. 

The long period of relatively favorable crop growing seasons extsnding from 
193? through 1946 has been onG of the major factors makiM it possible to increase 
cattle numbers in practically all sections and especia1ly in the Plains States 
\·:h€.re numbers were reduced sharply in the mid-thirties because of droughts. New 
Mexico, Wyoming and Arizona are the only States in which beef cattle numbers a~e 
little, if any, greater than in 193/4. Barring the recurrence of severe and pro
longed drought conditions \'1hich would cause severe dtsterioration of ranges and 
pastures the present level of cattle pronuction can be maintain8d without diffi
culty in most areas, 

POULTRY 

Hens and Pullets, E~gs, Turke~ and Broilers: 

Farmers in 194? will receive higher e~g prices than in 1946, Sharp increases 
have occurred during the past fe\•J months in the pricos paid by fflrmers, including 
interest and taxes. These increases raise the mininrum support levels for epgs. 
During the 1947 flush production season, su~port prices (90 per~ent of parity) 
will be at leE:st? percent above prices actually received by farmers this year. 
The average price received by farmers from March through June 1946 was 32,4 cents 
per dozen, 96 percent of parity. 

Poultry ration costs in the first part of 194?, despite record feed grain 
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production, are expected to sho•.·J a grcster rercentape increase over the first 
part of 1946, nhen ceiling prices were in eff~ct on p,rains, than egg rrices . 
If so, the egg-feed price ratio will be lower in the 194? hatching season than 
in 1946. On the basis of past relationships, this would result in a slight de
crease in the number of chickens raised in 194? compared with 1946. Large feed 
supplies and better distribution ho~ever, mey temper the decrease. Under such 
circumstances, the number of hens and pullets on farms by January 1, 1948 V!ould 
be nearly as large as on January 1, 194?. The number of hens and pullets 
January 1, 194? is forecast at 435 million, ? percent below the previous January 1, 
but 20 percent above pre-war (1935-39). 

Egg production in 194? will be 6 to 9 percent lower than in 1946. But, 
egg supplies 'l'iill decrease less than production because the January 1, 194? pro
spective carryover of shell and frozen eggs ~ill be about 60 million dozen, shell
egg equivalent, above January 1, 1946. 

Higher egg prices in 1947 probably ,:,• ill be accompaniFd by some decr ease 
in e?-g consumption. The 1946 consumption rate is indicated r.t about 3?0 eggs 
per person, and s0.cond only to the 1945 record consumption of 392 egp.s per person. 
The United States supply of and demand for eggs probably will be reasonably ~,ell 
in balance at support prices if the equivalent of 100 million to 200 million 
dozen eggs are procured for export. 

A high leve l of consumer purchasing power and moderately short meat supplies 
will tend to keep demand for chicken end turkey strong for the remainder of 1946 
and first half of 1947. Chicken prices 'l'iill ree.ch new-record peaks in the nC:xt 
few months and turvey prices may exceed previous highs. But prices of chicken 
and turkey are exp8cted to decline after rn~d-1947 when seasonal increases in 
marketings will occur and ~hen consumer incomes may be declining. 

Total chicken meat output in 1947 will be about the same as in 1946. 
Chicken meat from farm flocks may be less, in line with the prospective decrease 
in the number of chickcms raised. But col'lll':ercial broiler output, reflec+,ing 
favorable returns and ample fEed supplies, v!ill increase substantially. Total 
chicken meat output in 1946 is tentatively indicated at 3,150 million pounds, 
15 P3rcent below 1945. Of this quantity, commercial broilers account for about 
650 million pounds, a recuction of 22 percent from the record 1945 output. 

The n\lf/lber of turkeys raised in 1947 is likely to 
may exceed the 1945 record of n: nrly 45 million birds. 
grm-1crs for the past four years, stronfI demand and hif!'h 
the first half of 1947, and sufficient supplies of feed 
level of output. 

increa se over 1Q46 and 
Favorable returns to turkey 
prices for turkeys in 
vlill stimulate a high 

The longtime up:,ard trend in rate of lay probably ,;:iill continue ,, i th 
more all-pullet flocks and inproved efficiency in breeding and feeding practices. 
This will further level out season~l variation in egg production. 

Foreign trade in eggs after 1947 is cxyX;ct~d to revert to its pre~ar status 
vihen no more than 2 percent of t.hc annual production ,ws imported or exported . 
The only possible larP.e outl~t at prc3ent a~pca rs to be the United Kingdom . 
\'ii i th the rehabilitation of poultry numbers in Continental Europe and increased 
exports from Can&da, .Australia ,, nd Arr.cntina, Uni t f,d States exports ,;ill decline. 
Total exports of ee7gs and t fg prorJucts from 191.1 throufh 1945 v1ere nearly 2,500 
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million dozen shell egg equivalent, about 11 percent of the tctal production. 
T,w-thirds of the exports were to the United Kingdom, and about 30 percent to 
the USSR. 

So long as consumer inco:ne remains substantially above prev.1ar :narc chickens 
and turkey meat '7ill be consumed than in prevu1r years, Other factors leading to 
gains in poultry meat production And consumption include improved marketing 
methods and more efficient production techniques. 

Commercial broiler output is expected to incr2ase in the next fei;; years and 
probably nill exceed the record 1945 levels. This increase will be necessary to 
offset a decline of chicken meat output from farm flocks rcsultin~ from a 5 to 10 
percent decline in egg production. 

Turkey meat consumption has been becoming less highly seasonal, as a larger 
proportion of birds are being consumed in the 11off-se~son11 (February-Auf.Ust). 
This trend probably ~ill stimulate further increases in turkey production. 
Largest percentage increases have taven place in the northeast and areas sur
rounding large consuming centers. 

Recommended Goal: 

Tho table belm, shows the recommended goal for the number of young chickens 
to be raised and the numb~r of turke::ys to be raised in 1947. No goal is being 
established for the production of broilers. Attached is an nutlook Statement 
vi ~ ich should be given ir.ide circulation amone- broiler producers. 

1947 1946 1937- Percent Goal is of' 
Goal Indicat£d 19~,l 1946 19,27-41 

Eggs : Mil. Doz. 4,200 4,480 3,252 94 129 

U.S. Hens & Pullets Thous. :435, 000 :469,431 :376,577 93 116 
on January 1 

Texas Hens & Pullets Thous, 29,026 : 30,??4 : 23,616 94 123 
on January 1 

U.S. Chickens raised Thous. :6?0,000 :6??,166 : 656,464 99 102 

Texas Chickens raised Thous. 35,260 35,286 35,268 100 100 

U.S. Turkeys Thous. 40,?60 41,013 30,?23 99 133 

TGxas Turkeys Thous. 4,700 4,466 4,034 105 117 

DAIRY 

Demand for dairy products is likely to continue Gt a hi~h level throur.h t~e 
first half of 194?, Production of milk next year may be slightly lo\·,er than in 
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1946, Beginning stocks also \Vill be less, but exports will be smaJ J.er t..._an the 
nearly 6 billion pounds (milk equivAlent) exported in 1946 . Prices of dairy 
products through the first half of 1947 \~ill average close to present levels after 
alloviing for seasonal variotions. In the latter pc,rt of 1947, prices of dairy 
products may be lower than a year earlier because of declining dEmands. Costs 
to dairymen for feed concentrates in 1947 will be below the latter half of 1946, 
but above the first half, Other costs will bG higher, 

Returns to fermers per hundred pounds of milk or per pound of butterfat, 
probably ,~ill be greater than a year earlier during the first half of 1947 but 
less in tha second half, ~ith averages for the year about equal to 1946, In 
rolation to prices of f eed and competing livestock products, farm prices of dairy 
products may be more favorable than in the past summer and are likely to be above 
average at least through the fir~t half of 1947, 

On June 1, 1946, the number of milk cows on farms v1as do.m 4, 3 per cent 
from June 1, 1945, Although numbers of young stock have declined for two years, 
the number of potential milkers is sufficient for farmers to halt the decline 
in milk cm·! numbers. A slov:er rate of decline and perhaps a halt in reduction 
of co,: numbers may coma during 1947, Production of milk per co·,~ has been increas
ing sharply in recent years and may continue to increase in the years irnmedi~tely 
ahe:ad . Domestic demands for milk in the future moy ce met rli th fe\'ler cm~a in 
proportion to the population. At the beginning of 1947, one co'!1 •:iill be supplying 
an average of nearly 5,5 persons in the U. s., compared viith 4,5 persons in 1900 
and 4,0 persons in 1880. Pror!uction per cow in 1947 mgy oxceed the 1946 record . 
If so, total milk flow \~ill be only slightly smaller than this year even though 
the year is begun ,;•i th somewhat fewer cov:s. 

Supplies of dairy products for domestic consumption in 1947 arc likely to 
b:J slightly less than the 113 billion pounds consumed in 1946, The '.'1ar-tiII!e 
pQttern of milk utilization probably will continue during 1947, Consumption of 
milk in the form of fluid milk and cream may decline, nevertheless, consumption 
of manufactured products containing butterfat is not likely to change much in 
1947 compared \'Ii th 1946, With smaller total supplies of milk, increases in 
output of butter will be slight ctnd supplies of butter per person may be around 
11 pounds compared with the record lov1 of 10 pounds in 1946 and a pre -v1ar average 
of 16. 7 pounds. The proportion of milk sold by farmers as ,,hole milk r & thor tl1 ?.n 
as cream may decline slightly from the 75 percent in 1946 but vlill continue l':cll 
above the 1935-39 avorage of 56 percent. Utilization and consumrtion of non-
fat solids probably ·viill continue at a high level in 1947, 

Milk production on farms in August, Tios 2 pe rcent below th8 previous record 
of a y~ar earlier. Production of butter increased contra-seasonally from June to 
July and declined less than seasonally during Au?ust. Production of most other 
manufactured products continued at about the c;ame annual rate as in June. Trus 
consumption of fluid milk and cream apperently declined more than seasonally from 
June through Au.rust, because of higher retail prices for those products. Butter 
prices advanced rather sharply in the second half of Au~ust. In early September, 
butter prices like prices for most other l"l..anufactured dairy products, were 
sli~htly in excess of the Juno 29 ceiling prices plus the subsidy originally 
scheduled for July-Septemb0r. As dairy supplies decline prices of dairy products 
will rise at leost seasonally during the b~lancc of 1946, 
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';1.'HEA.T AND RYE 

Under present conditions, growers undoubt.cdJy will seed a bout the sgme 
wheat acreage as they did for the 1946 crop. Goals established by s~~te 
committees for the 1947 crop add up to 71.7 milJ.ion acres, practically the seme 
as the acreage seeded for the 1946 crop, ~nd about as gr eat as reasonable con
servDtion will allor1. With sverl:ge development, this acreage \Wuld produce a 
crop of about 930 million bushels. If domestic use totals about 730 million 
bushels, a crop of this size v1ould leave 200 million bushels for export or 8 ddi tion 
to carry-over stocks. Exports of 200 million bushels in 1947-48 are likely unless 
crops in other exporting countrie s nnd principal i~por ting countries arG better 
than average. Accordingly the cnrry-over on July 1, 1948, may not be much dif
ferent from that of July 1, 1947, when it m~y bo about 275 million bushels. 

Pres ent r! hE:Dt pri,.,es reflect a very large export demEind. This demand, in 
terms of \·1heat exr,o::.·ts to deficit countries, probably reached its peak during 
the past year. Future exports are c1ependent on tho increas,)d use of v1reat in 
food-deficit countrie s end the maintenance of a high level of international 
trade. 1/,'hile our pricing policy is important, in dekrmining our c;hare of riheat 
exports, the future level of ·;.,,heat •!xports is very dependent on gerier3l world
t rade policy and tho success of international tr~de agreements. If exports are 
not maintained at a. high leve l, large surplusE!s v:ill Ap:ain accumulate in exporting 
countr k s, unless means arc effective to curtail production. 

As the currently high e xports tapGr off, price surporting loans may 3g~in 
be come effective. If groning conditions are nruch above avera ge for the 1947 
crop and exports arc substantially reduced, price s in 1947-48 vi ill decline from 
prese nt levels. Whether they \'Jill decline to support levels depends on the 
s ize of supplies in relation to demand. Present legislation provides for loans 
to cooperating farmers at 90 percent of parity on ~heat harvested during the 
b,o years folloning the year in vihich the cessation of hostilities is officie.lly 
proclaimed. 

A nationa l rye goal of 2.4 million acres for harvest as grain in 1947 was 
E!nnounced in late August. Assuming ave:rage yields, this acreage ·:!ould produce 
a crop of 29, 5 million bushels. A crop of this size \:ould provide for norlTl!l.l 
food use, but it v1ould be necessary to continue to usEJ less rye for feed and 
~pi:Tits, and groa tly to restrict exports. 

SumIDE1rY of The Current Vfheat Situation: ---~ --- ------------
Domestic \01heat supplies in 1946-47 are noY1 estim£: ted at over 1,260 million 

bushels, consisting of a carry-a-~ er of old 1>.'hefl t of 101 million bushels and a 
prospective crop of 1,160 million bushels. While the indica tEJd crop is the 
largest on record, the carry-over is the smallest in 20 years, except for 1937 . 
.As a result, total supplies are belm11 e,ch of the past 5 yenrs, al though over 
n fourth above the 10-ycar, 1932-41 average. 

Restoration on September 1 of the norm~l milling extraction rate and an 
increase in the goal for total United Stutes grain exports in 1946-47 was 
announced August 23. The qunntity of \'lhcat for food use is no\•1 eo stimotQd nt 
4?5 million bushels, which ~'Jith the other uses will result in total domestic 
disappearance of about ?10 million bushels. Tliis woul0 point to supplies ~vail-
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able for export nnd corry-over of about 550 million bushels. On the bnsis of 
present estimntes, exports may total about 275 million bushels, vihich includes 
15 to 20 million bushels from the 1945 crop. This nould indicate a carry-over 
July 1, 1947, or about 275 million bushels, 

Increases in hog price and deciining corn prices sug~est ~h8t the spring 
pig crop of 1947 may be slightly lnrger than the 1946 spring pig crop. This 
esti!ll!lte is based on past reletionships between the size of the spring pig crop 
a:id the hog-corn price ratio at breeding time, together \vith the number of SO\'!S 

and gilts on farms at yec.r end. · The number of so·,is and gilts 6 months ~nd oldar 
on hand December 31, 1946, may be slightly greater thHn a year e~rlier. Record 
feed-grain supplies per animal unit for the feeding yeer 1946-47 and the absence 
of ceilings for 1947-48 may induce fermers to pr0duce more pigs than ,11ould be 
indicated from the historicPl reletionships. 

The hog-corn price rntio in early September was materially under the long
ti!lle average for the month. The ratio probably 'l'dll incr: se as nevi-crop corn 
is hnr1,ested, but even if corn prices go ns lo,1 RS support levels (fl bout -,.1. 18 
per bushel, farm basis, at August 15 parity) the ratio durlng tho early winter 
nould not be favorable for a material increase in 1947 spring pig crop. 

Feed supplies ~ill be ample in 1946-47 to (1) feed out a 10 to 12 percent 
larger spring pig crop in 1947 than .in 1946; (2) permit a substantial increase 
in cattle feeding; (3) maintain about the same volume of · other livestock pro
duction as in 1945 and 1946, 2nd (4) have a larger corry-over at the end of the 
feeding year. Feed-grain supplies for 1946-47 both in total and per onim?l unit, 
will be a record. Supplies of high-protein feeds may be rruirly as large as ::i 

year earlier in total but larger per animql-unit. 

The annual pig crops increesed erch year, except 1940, from the low level 
of 63 million in 1937 to a record high of 122 million in 1943. The expP.nsion 
after 1940 was the result of higher hog prices, large feed supplies, ~nd the 
Government I s policy of encourcging production. Hog production v1e s stimulated 
by support prices for hogs ond large purchases of pork and lnrd for export and 
the military forces. Reserves of grain the.t had accUl'lula ted during the vier had 
largely been used up by the spring of 1944. Hog prices dropped to the support 
level during the winter and spring of 1943-44 ~ith record marketings from the 
1943 pig crops. The 1944 and 1945 pig crops were both around 87 million, re
flecting less favorable relationships between hog and feed prices. The 1946 
spring pig crop was slightly larger th:~n the 51.6 Million head saved a year 
earlier, but the 1946 fell crop will be l!\f.terially sm~ller than n year enrli~r, 
reflecting the sharp increases in prices of feed grains in !11.?.y, v:hen ceilings 
~ere increased, and even sharper increases after price control on feed grains 
lapsed July 1. Feed concentrete supplies became short in the spring and summer 
of 1946 owing to heovy rates of feedin~ for all livestock and the large proportion 
of soft and ~et corn in the 1945 harvest. These shortages occurred despite the 
near-record total supply of feed grains ~nd concentrates and a large supply per 
animal unit. July 1 stocks of old-crop corn were the smallest since 1937. 

.. 
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----"T"""a'""b.;;;l=e 2.-Spring and fall pig crops, United States, a't'erage 1935-39. and 1940-LJ 

Year Spring pig crop Fall pig crop Total 

Thow:iands Thousands Thousands 
1935-39 
average 41,872 26,767 68,639 
1940 49,567 30,273 79,840 
1°41 49,234 35,493 84,727 
1942 60,902 43,657 104,559 
1943 74,034 47,672 121,706 
1944 55,428 31,21~0 86,668 
1945 51,570 35,lL~ 86,714 
1946 1/ 52,324 y' 29,100 y 81,424 

1:/ Preliminary 
?/ Indicocited by June Pig Survey on basis of intended number of soy:s to farror; full 

pigs ~nd 5-year avera ge nur.iber of pigs saved per litter. 

FEED 

Feed supply prospects, as a whole, are much more fnvorable for the coming 
year thnn they have been since 1942, Tot~l surplies of feed concentrates for the 
1946-47 season, including feed grains, byproduct feeds, and wheat and rye for :feed 
are estimated a+, 1-1bout 162 million tons. Tbis "i'Jould be slightly lar~er then in 
1945-46, and 15 percent larger tht,,n the average for 1938-42, The total supply of 
feed concentrates per animal unit would be 5 to 6 percent larger than in 1945-46, 
and the lar,?;est on record. Even aft&r deducting prospective exports, the supplies 
available for feed and carry-over V11Juld still be larger then a year earlier. More
over, the quality of the 1946 corn crop is consideably better than thet of 1945. 

The supply of feed grains for 1946-47 will totnl about 138 million tons, 
on the basis o:f September 1 conditions. This would be second only to the record 
large tonnage of 1942-43, The supply of feed gt"ains per aninwl unit will be 
the largest on record and ~bout R to 10 percent larger tl~n in 1945-46. Only 
about half as much wheat is expected to be fed during the coming year as during 
the past year, and only relatively small quantities of rye will be fed. Imports 
of oats and barley Gre expected to be small, as in 1945-46. 

Supplies of byproduct feeds per anirnal unit, are expected to be at .ct near
r e cord level. Output of lovJer-protein feeds will be considerably !lbove that of 
the pa.st ye-or, and supplies of the high-protein feeds probably will be fully ns 
large ~"hen considered on the basis of supply per animal unit. Iu-y supplies are 
,'.lrnple for the livestock to be fed, al thourh below the large supolies of 1945-46. 

Livestock producers and P-rain processors pro't:i.:ibly ,J::.11 obtain adequate 
suprlies of feed grains Vlith much less difficulty than during the pr.st seAson. 
l•.iarketings of both corn and oats will be larg:3r then usual. But only about 
normal quantities of barley and only smoll quantities of sori:-·hum grain nill be 
marketed. Competition for available supplies is likely to be gr ~atest for the 
group of high-protein feeds. With continued strong demand by mixed feed manu
facturers, livestock producers may again have difficulty in securing desired 
quantities of those feeds for fe~ding stroi~ht or in farrr. mixed r~tions. The 
availability of all feeds lllllY be hampered somowhat by transportation difficulties 
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during the next few months. 

The prospective supply of feed could sur,port so mew hat more live stock 
than non seem likely to be fed. As now e!'.;timated, the combined carry-overs 
of corn, oats, and barley in 1947 probably will be materially l~rger than the 
estimated carry-over this year of less than 11 r.tillion tons. Carry-over of 
corn by October 1947 may be increased to a total of around 400 to 500 million 
bushels, comp&red ~ith less than 200 million ~stimated for October 1 this year. 
Also, the carry-over of oats wilJ. be larger on July 1, 194?, than this year, 

Overall demand for feed during 1°46-4? probably \'Jill be less strong 
than during 1945-46, Total requirements of feed for livestock (including 
pouJtry) during the 1946-4? season may be 5 to 10 percent less than in 1945-46, 
principally because of fewer animals to be fed and the improved quality of 
this year's corn crop. Livestock feed price relationships ,.,sill be less 
favorable for larRe production of livestock or livestock products than during 
r.iost of the viar, but probably will be sufficient to encourage a continued large 
production of livestock and livestock products, Cor..mercial mixed feed manufac
turers will adopt aggressive selling programs in attempting to maintain their 
volume of business, which \·~as built up considerably durinf rer.ent years. How
ever, the sharp reduction in poultry number this year, as well as reductions in 
numbers of ho~s and dairy cows, v;ill rosul t in some easing in the demand for 
mixed feed. 

Non-feed use of feed grain, including exports, durinr. 1946-4? ~ill be 
considerably larger than during 1945-46, Noarly 1? million tons of all feed 
grain may be so used during the coming year, compared v:ith an estimated lJ,0 
million tons in 1945-46, Much of the increase in non-feed uses expecterl. in 
1946-4? would be in ex!-'orts of corn, vihich may total as rruch as 100 million 
bushels. Use of corn, oats, and barley for food And industrial purposes nJ.so 
is expected to be larger than during the past year. 

Feed grain prices, generally, probably have passed their peak for the 
immediate post-war years. Nevertheless, prices probably will average sliP-htly 
higher in the first half of the 1946-4? feeding season, beginning October, than 
in the first half of 1945-46. But prices 8re likely to average levier in May
September 194? than in the corresponding period of 1946, when prices of corn, 
barley end sorghum gr3ins r~ached the highest levels since 1920, By December 
1946 corn and sorghum frain prices viill have declined substantially from the 
high levels that prevailed since early July. The decline will be limited, how
ever, by the strong commerciol demond and by Government price supports on corn 
at 90 percent of parity as of October 1. (Ninety percent of parity for corn on 
September 15 v12s $1.15 per bushel.) Gorn prices may be only moderately above 
support levels during much of 1946-4?. Oats prices are not expected to change 
greatly from present levels. 

Host byproduct feeds arc nm, under price control, and price ceilings for 
most of those feeds are near the June 30 levels. Dairy products 11sed for feed, 
and alfalfa meal are important byproduct feeds not under price control. Prices 
of high-protein feeds are likely to remain at or close to ceilings through June 
194?, but prices of some lower-protein feeds, such as wheat millfeeds and alfalfa 
meal, may vieaken during the 1946-4? season. 
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Mixed feed prices probcbly will be higher during the fall and "Rinter 
months than n year earlier. But ~ith r ~duced feed requirements, especially 
for poultry, th0 "sellers I market" wliich has prc-,ve ilE d for many r.ionths in 
commercial rnixad feeds r.13y chnngo t.o (.;. 11 buyors I rMrkct11 • 
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RTIBAL F~i!ILY J.,IVING 

Family Incomes and Speniing 

It is important that family living be considered in the Outlook 
Program as part of the agricultural situation because: 

(1) PrQgress of agricultural people cannot be measured without 
measuring the ~ay they live. 

(2) Farm and family expenditures are met out of the same funds; 
therefore both should be consirlered in the planning. 

The family spending pattern changed during the war. Dollars spent 
for some things went down, othars went up, and others changed very J.ittle. 
Expenditures for food, clothing . health, gifts and donations have increased 
during this period. Part of the increase in food and clothing may be due 
to increase in prices but the increase in money spent ~or health is 9roba
bly due to payment of old bills and expansion of the Blue Cross Plan to 
more families. The rise in expenditures f'or gifts and donations may be 
due in part to gifts for family members in the armed forces and requests 
for donations for war activities. 

A sharp drop occured in expenditures f'or household furnishings, e
quipment and expenses for the automobile charged to family living. 

What can be expected during the coming year? Past behavior of fami
lies and conditions likely to exist in 1947 point to high expenditures for 
family living. The conditions making for high spending in 194? include: 

( 1) 
(2) 
( 3) 

(4) 

( 5) 

Very high incomes in 1946 
The likelihood of' a high income in 194? 
Low debts and high liquid as~ets in the form of bank deposits and 
United States Savings Bonds 
Higher consumer prices probabl~r through at least the first part 
of 1947 
Expanding market supplies, especially of' automobiles, household 
equipment. furnishings and building materials. 

Expenditures for h8al th will prob::ibly not continue to rise as during the 
war but will remain at a relatively high level compared with 19/41. 

Past trends show that the more families h~ve the more they spend. Farm 
expenses and family livine expenses go up together. 

All families with the same annual income do not spend the same. Fami
lies spend acccrding to what they have been accustomed to and according to 
the standArd of living in the community. 
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In face of these facts, you c~n see that our programs for 1947 need 
to supply information that will help farm families know what improvements 
are feasible. Among new influences likely to afPect family living mar~ed
ly are progr3ms newly initiated or expended that are designed to bring 
better health and education facilities to rural communities and better 
ho11sing to farm families. These programs rely heavily on adult education 
to acquaint people of po8sible improvements and ways of achieving them, 

Savimrn of P'arm Families 

The sharp rise in net farm income \?as not accoTJ1panied by as sharp an 
increase in family expenditure; hence, a lirge percenta1e of th e net income 
was ssved. Much of it ·nas used to reduce debts, but f:1rmers 3S r:t whole nov: 
have large liquid assets in the form of bank deposits, currency r:tnd United 
States Savings Bonds, 

All the evidence available indicat~s that savings are more unequally 
distributed than income, It is estimated that as or J a nuary 1, 1946. 10% 
of the farm operators had 70% of the demand deposits and one-half of them 
had none; and that 10 % of the farm operators had 7 5% of the United States 
Savings Bonds and one-hslf han none. 

Some families are payin~ off old debts, others have just r e cently in
curred new ones. At p~esent farm 8ales qnd purchases ure rather numerous. 
A large percentage of these sales are being made for cash but the size of 
mortgages being recorded is increasing. This fact in itself is sufficient 
to indicate serious financial trouble ahead for a considerable group of fami
lies. 

FARM I\ND Hm.IB -PLANNING 

The purpose of farm and home planning is to assist families in using ~t~t 
they hsve to get where they want to go. One speaker said " family living is 
15 years behind ~reduction and marketing. The end and aim of production and 
marketing has not been achieved unless it is translated into farm family 
living. 11 

Improved family living is one of the most important jobs ahe;:id, If we 
are to avoid the mistakes which were made by the farmGrs after the first 
World War, we will need to emphasize the importance of sound decisions con
cerning the use of their available funds. No single set of rules can be set 
up that will apply to all families, but they will have to hwe definite ob
jectives in makin~ their plans. These plans may be aimed at one or more of 
the following: 



( 1) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

Improved or stabilized incom,3 prosnects such .qs: 
a. Efficient operating unit 
b. Buying more land 
c, Efficient use of land, labor ann equipment 
Greater financial Security such as: 
a. Use of surplus income to p3y debt on ~srm 
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b. Holding part or savings as B bufrer and for emergencies 
c. Plan savings for retire~ent 
d. Purchase of life insurance and annuities 
Higher f9.rm family living st.9ndards 
a. Homes shou]d have improvements 11nd conveniences that will In3.ke 

'them attractive to all members of the family 
b, Plan for expenditures to maint3in and i~prove he.qlth of All 

members 
c. Plans should provide for edequate education for fqrm children 

The farm is both a very necessary income - producing property ~nd a home, 

( 1) 
( 2) 
( 3) 
(4) 
( 5) 
( 6) 

( 7) 

(8) 

Make information avail9.ble so families can make their O''ln plans. 
Translate m~rket material so rarmers can makG production pl9.ns. 
Help mBke desirable ~djustments profitable. 
Take a long loo~ ahead and pl~n for a long period or time. 
Make form and home planning a joint enterprise. 
A pnttern for family planning cannot be set up for all families 
are different. Each fgmil:v should muke plans according to their 
desires, resources, capabilities, income, number in family, com
munity standards and family cycle. We should help broqden their 
thinking so they C3D make plans suited to their situation, 
We need to encourage families to plan their own living and let the 
next generation make own pVms. 
Steps all families will need to consider: 
a. Estimate income 
b. Determine goals 
c, Decide ~hat they want to do each year 

Where each family starts \11ill depend on -f"amilies I needs snd interests. 

RURAL HEALTH 

The rural h~alth situation will continue in 1947 to be as challenging 
a problem as in 1946. The acute shortage and maldistribution o~ h~alth person
nel - doctors, dentists, nurses .9.nd auxili.s.r:r ?:orkers will remain. Fer, new 
training -f"ncili ties 13re opening to prep.9.r•~ rural youth in the hesl th pro
fessions. Inadequate facilities and reduced opportunities for fin~ncial 
securi t:v in the count!"J will continue to send doctors needed in rural areas 
to metropolit3.Il centers. 
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The Outlook is somewhat brighter but by no menns satisf'actory for 
increasing rural hospitals, health centers. laboratory and similar facili
ties, The passage of the Hi11-Burton Hospital Survey and Construction Act 
will enable most states to complete thei!" surveys of ho':)alth f':1.cilities and 
to do something nbout hospit~l construction, Ho~ever, the loc~l community 
will h'lve to provide two-thirds of the cost of construction and "Jill also 
h~ve to guar~ntee rnaintennnce. This will menn that sm~ll :1.nd less prosper
ous communities cannot qualify for the ne\·1 f3.cili ties they need. 

In some places, the people are solving their ov•n health problems, 
Under the leadership of rural hGalth committees, numerous rural hospitals 
are springing up, As a result of public debate over m:1.tters oP h~alth care 
in the past year, the nation is much more a\'/:J.re of the existing needs for 
better health services in rural areas. 

Tremendous ~ctivity can he expected to continue in the field of pre
p:::yment health insurance. The plans sponsored by the Fgrmers 1 Home Adminis
tration will continue, New grour health projects ~re being develc-ped by 
cooperating loc3l org:J.nizations, The Blue Cross hospitalization plan is 
extending membership to the higher-income group of farm Pamilic s, 

Health education can be expected to incre~se in volume and e ffective
ness, The Extension Services, in conjunction ,·ii th state colleges and f·n-m 
orgRnizations, will devote mnjor attention to h~alth educaticn activities 
~mong rural youth qnd adults . 

CLOTHING 

Outlook for Clothing i:ind Textile 'Prices 

Prices of clothing and textiles will continue to increase in the coming 
months. The question is how much they will increase, ho1Y long the price rise 
will cor,tinui~ '3.nd \'!hen will some decline occur , Sever9.l factors ~re nov: 
bringing increases: 

(1) The pricing policies required in the nrice Control Extension Act 
(2) The continued shortage of apparel und house furnishings 
(3) The enormous demand existing 
(/4) The continued lack of availability of household equipment and 

automobiles, 

Changes during the yeRr in one or more of these factors may alter price 
trends, Rising prices are '3.lso likely to develop resisiance on the part of 
buyers, Expanded production will be a mgjor factor checking price incre~ses, 
There seems no doubt thnt prices of textiles ~nd clothing as a whole arc going 
to rise further in the l~st few months of 1946 and the early months of 19/47. 



-28 

General Supply 1.nd Demund Situ.4tion 

In many lines, the production of clnthing an1 tAxtiles h~s incr~3sed 
steadily since the close of the ~ar and the rate of '.Jroduction is alr£~dy 
'3.bove th'l t of pre-,-;ar y-,rnrs. Ho,vever some types o~ clothing nnd textilfls 
"lre baing produced in ral'3.tively small qugntities, especi9.lJy ]ow and 
moderate-cost P,~rm2nts ~nd staple types of clothing. 

Even in lines l'lhere production is high, consumers find few ,-1rticles on 
st~re shelves. The rec son is thRt the darnand for clothing 9nd textile is 
greater tod~y than ever before, the popul4tion has increased 6% since 19/41. 
Many people a.re "1e-4ring more and bettar clothes than befnr-3 '3.nrl 1'/e must not 
f'orget that vet,Jrans have ti) h<\ve ne':'7 clothes to0 . As s result of tr.ese 
things it will take a little time for the sjtuation to smooth out, a ye1r 
or perhaps lon~ur, 

Pie ce G()ods: The amount of piece ~cods JTll',de during the •·1ar was very 
low. Th0re is an up·11cird trend in combed or pqrt combed cotton goods. The 
production of gr13.v goods us~d for such fAbric<; as perc3.lc: . rmslin 11nd chintz 
is ~t low levels. Still at relqtively low levels nre bed sheetin~s, outing 
flannel, better grade s of la·vn, orgsndy and sat.een. 

Men's Clothes: More men's overcoats ::i.re being rr.nde than before the war. 
Men's suits are still sc~rce, Three times o.s many men's pants are being 
prcduced as in 1939. The production of dr8ss shirts is high though not ~s 
high as sport shirts. The production or men's shoes is still low. 

Women's Clothes: Women's suits ~nd wool dresses are plentiful. Rayon 
and cotton dresses are not so plentiful due to fsbric shortages, The pro
duction of slips is high. The pr~duction of pajamas snd night gowns is 
lo\'1. Women 's shoes are in better supply than men I s, Trade sources r,redict 
that nylon hosiery demand Nill be gre8t0r th~n supply through the corning year. 
Rayon hosiery will prob~bly continue in short supply as there is 4 limited 
supply of yarn. 
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HOUSING 

Trends in RU!:f,l !Io~~.dQZ._ Facilities 
Farm &nd ranch far.iilies had some 1.,l1at better housing in 191.5 thJ:tn in 
1940. 

Survey of housing condit.ions in U. s. made by the Bureau of Census in 
Nove□ber 1945 shm·1s som0 inprove:nent in housing facilities for f'e.rrn 
and ranch families in 1945 as compared ·,lith 1940. 

Houses provided with electricity - increesed 32% to 52% 
Houses provided ui th ruJming • . .ater - increased 18% to 28% 
Houses provided rd th b~th nnd toilet - increased 12t to 17% 
Houses provided V!ith central h'3ating - increased 10% to 15% 
Improvement in space sho·.-m by -
Houses ~,i th 3 or less roo171s - decrcE:.sed from 25% to 19% 
Nu~ber of persons per room decreased -

Causes of inproveMent 
Femilies leavine farms. 
1945 - 788,000 fer:cr occupied fe.rm dwellings than in 1940 
Houses aband1Jned w.-::re the s:;ie.llcr, loss r:ell equipped onos. 

II. Trends in Farm Housing E~pcnditures 
There is some data \,hich suggests that -

i·1ar cut back expel'\-"1i tures for fur:-iishings nnd equipment □ore than 
for ho□e improvement. 

:·:hen far~ families got more incoma some of them were able to in
crease horo im"'.lrovcr:;ents in spite of the shortnge of n..oterials. 

III. Outlook For Hr,using ImprQvemcnt - 19/47 
Constructi0n controls ;·Jill undoubtedly reme.in in force until the hous
ing si tU£,tion is less critical. This :·rill restrict the extent to \7hich 
families can nake housing ·inprover.ients in the immediate futuro. 

Much fnrr:1 building cr-.n be expected in the coning year ii' l!'.bor arrl 
materials ar0 c.vailnble and controls rel9.Xcdo 

Even if inco1:1es nrc bclm1 those nm-1 expected - some farm families 
•uould be \iilling to cut current savin8;S ~nd dra~·, on p::,st savings. 
Sane would be intorested in credit for homo improvements. 
Survey by BAE in 1946 sho;1ed -

About 1/5 farm opcrntors expect to repnir or remodel buildings. 
1/10 expect to put up mm buildings. 

$400 limit on building, rep~iring or re~cxleling 
Except vetcr~ns nnd those in great need. 
Includes cost of lebor, nnterinls end equipment - certain exceptions. 
Advantage to have farn produced building m~tcrinl and -::nm le.bar. 



--30 

IV. Outlook For Building Materials . ~ 
Prcscmt del"ys in obtaining mc.torials is ·prolonging-.construction Ol 

a house to 6 or 7 r.ionths compr-rocl to 3 or 4 oonths in normal ti□cs • 

v. 

Production of most building ma torials has inc roe.sod. 
Except some i toms such .?.S h.s.rdv10od flooring and mill work productions 
has not yet ro~chcd pre-uar lcvolo 

Even ,;Jith high production it has teem ir.1possiblo to keep up ,;rith the 
groat de!7!and. 
Lw~bor continues to nova into consumption as fast ~s received. 
Supply increasing cor,mar0d with YW.r yonrs but supply fe.r loss than clcroancL 

Efforts to increase furtl-wr supply of builcl.in~ m~,tcrials -
Priorities gr<J.ntocl to rumufacturers of scarce items to help them 
obtain ra,·, :natorials. 
Frice incrcr.ses on lFJ.rge nur:iber of building mntcrials authorized 
by O.P.A, 
Prcmum f.lO.Y"ICnt offered on production of hard•;10od flooring , c~st iron 
soil pipe, bricks, softr:rood plyv1ood nnd some other 0spocially sec.rec 
items. 
Governnent ~iven assistance in building ronds ·.1hich give access to 
timber. 
Gunrnntcod w.rlcet pro::1ised for snilo nm-, ty0es of ;-intcric.ls. 

Ffi th above ni·:!s - should be loss difficult to find !TIE'.tcrio.ls needed t0 
build 2. house. 
Bnthroom fixtures still ,;:1ill be short. 
Sinks - thought to be plentiful c:riough to moot der:1ands, 
Screening l1robably scerce through 1947. 

Prefabricc1.tion 
As a moc.ns of gettin15 a lo.rge nunbor of houses quickly - diso.ppointrnent. 
Only s·~all proportion of goal pr-:xluc0d. 
Higher [.)roduction in this type of housing oxpr, cted in the 4th qu2.rtcr 0 

Manufacturers hnve buen given priority on rnc.torio.ls to build this typo 
of building. 
By 1947 profabricr--ticm indu!::~try should ba ·,7ell underway. 
Steel, ulur:ri.nur.i and concrete take tho place of ;,ly;mod in some rer:dy 
cut houses. 

Priori tics on Buildinr; Makrinls 
Controls over building materinls have been incro~sod to chnnnel them 
to housing. 

Lar~Gr proportion of tho supply of scnrce mc,terinls has beon ordered 
set aside for house building. 
Example: 100% of ho.rd,'Jood flooring 

95% of bath tubs 
90% of toilots nnd lavatories 

Large numbers of ctitical mo.terials have been added to the list of thosEl 
under priority control - ;1hich now includes almost everythin7 needed 
to build n house. ·iii thout priority rHting it is difficult t~ buv th . om. 

Large a!!lounts of r,wtorfa.ls held by Vfar Assets Administr2.tion havo been 
promised to holders of votcrnns preference housing pr,iori tios • 
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Volumo of non-housing construction cut to free materials for housing. 

Closer ins?ection of the sale of building !,nt oria ls has been prol!lised 
to make certain that these rretcriuls go rn~inly to housing. 

VI. Buildi~ Costs 
Costs arc high and going higher. 
According to BAE - Material in June 1946 - 60~ above pre-':lar level. 
Recent price ceiling increases make present prices still higher. 
Hi~h demand f or several years hill probably keop prices up. 

VII. Cnidi t For Rural Housing - FHA ,ind FCA Offer Lor.ns For Rure.1 Housing 
Improvonent. 

Farmer 1 s Homo 1i.dr:ri.nistrution - FHti.. 
Successor to FSA 
Through this farm families can ~ct better housing by: 

1. Making loans to fQrm tenants, fnrm lnborcrs, sharecroppers, etc., 
to buy forms und inmrove the buildini;s. 

2. Mnking loans t o 1x :ners '.'If f".rms t!'lP..t ar0 too smnll or otherwi's.e 
inadequnte to provide a satisfnctory living, to enlnrgc or im
provo fnrms sufficiently to mnko them economic 11 family-sized 11 

units, capcble of supporting good housing. Such loans can also 
include funds for house improve~ents. 

3. Insuring lorms mndc by privnte lending agencies e.nd individuals 
for these same purposes, thus increasing the supply of credit 
availnblo to furm families. 

Tho ro~ayment schedule on those loans provides f or anortizetion periods 
up to 40 years, at three and on0-half ~crcent. 
They ,,ill be available only to farmers ·:1ho are unable to get suitable 
credit elso\'/herc. 
Supervis0ry services will be given to borroTiors. 

Only one clnss of individual v:ill be eligible for loans on forms that 
arc loss them family size, n~wely, tho disabled vcterP.n ·.1ho hP..s a pen
sion that, nddcd to his farm income, will encblo hin to meet living 
end operating expenses and rep~y his loan. 

Farm Credit ,'Ldministration - FC,l. 
i.ccording to 1945 revision of Federal Lnnd Bank Lnv,' -

64% of normal agricultural value of the fnrrn, including tho value 
of tho buildings may be mnn0 tho bnsis for n Federal Land Bank Loan 
4% interest - 20 to 34 years for P.rnortization. 

Cornissioner Lonn 
Avail'lblc c.t nritione.l farm lonn e.ssocie.tion offices until Juno 30, 1947 
May be rn~dc for 75% of the value of the property. 
5% interest - p'.'.id in 10 to 20 yee.rs. 

From Production Credit /,ssocfr.tion 
Lomis for home equipment nn~ building 
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Ropdd ,;i thin e short time - usually 3 ycnrs a.t 4¥fo intorcst. 

VIII. :.agnor-Ellender-Tnft Bill 
Housing bill ldd nsido by Congness with unfinished business ,:hem 
Con~oss adjourned in 1~ugust 1946. 

FURNISHINGS LND EQUIP~l8NT 

I. Trends In Expenditures 
Somo records shon -

1941 and 1942 \7ore pc!l.k yenrs for expenditures for furniDhings ~nd 
equipment. 
This was before f".lrn incor;:os rof'.chcd :••nr tirn0 high. 
Hi:-.lted abruptly by ,·,artimo shortages. 
Up·,1['.rj trend in these expondi turos \7ill no doubt be resumed ns 

: consU1:1er' s durable goods become more plentiful, oven if f '.lrm and 
ranch inco1;Jcs are bEJlov, thoir ,mr-time peak. 

II. Outlook For Expenditures 
Demand for household dur~bles - l'.lrge. 
Survey by B.'.E -1946 ind:i.cotos -

Over 12 million families expect to buy consumer durables such as 
refrigcra tors, furniture, W3.S hing mt~chines a!1d radios. 

Expedted to pe.y an avert>.gc - $320 per fom:i ly •. 
Expected to finance out 0f current income or by installment credit 
rather than use savings. 

III. RE!. Lids Home Improvement 
Electric installation is an incentive for hc,me ·improvo!!'ent and t he 
purchase of equipment. 
RE.-""' s prograI:J of cxpA.nsion for tho next fe:-; ye?.rs is gr0e.ter thnn over. 

IV. Production 

v. 

Prrduction of .2£m£ household equipnent now higher thE>.n bef,:1re tho ncr . 
Labor difficulties cnusod some slump, 
Takes time for equipm0nt to rcr.ch retail stores, 
M~ny pieces require for ret~ilcrs sample models. 
Large pro'.iuction must be mnintainccl for fl. considerable period before 
back-log of dol!ll:~nd is mot , 
Some "'reduction hns not caught up with advertising. 
Recent orders ~iving priorities 0n porcoiain _grndcs of steel to !Tll'.nu
factur0rs of plumbin~ fixtures will work ngninst high production nf 
refrigerators, stoves and washing machines. 

Prices 
Furnishings en-i equipment cost considerably more than before tho war . 
OPA approved increase in price of rnn.ny household erticlos in :.ugust. 

• ******* 
The above I:Jatcrial incorporat-::s notes t ;-,ken during Outlook Cohfcrcmce in Wash-
ington, D.C. October 7 to 15, 1946, : 
Reference: Rural Family Living - Annual Outlook - Issue , October 1946 
Bureau of Human Nutrition arrl Horne Economics. 

\. 
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NUTRITION AND FOOD· CONSUrltPTION 

The st?.te of nutrition can be described both by measures of food eaten 
and of levels of health and well~being. Good data exist for the first, especially 
for the nation as a whole, but not for the second; for it, information from 
many sources must be pieced to~ethor. The out-look for improvement in 
nutritional health of the American peo:le depends on .co.D:tinuing le..r.ga m1rp]iPS 
cl. protective foods., and. e fa1r shatlne af fonds._bv al 1 fam n 1\311. 

TrPna.s. c..fYati anal Foor S,®lie.a 

An over-all picture of the per capita food supnly translated into 
nutrients shows trends over the years, 'c.nd probably weak spots in our national 

diet. Such a picture is now available for the civilian per capita food supplies 
of the United Stat.es from 1909 to 1945. It shows that the national diet from 
1942 to 1945, except calories and protein, provided larger quantities of all 
nutrients studied, than during any earlier year f or the period covered. These 
nutrition levels resulted especially from increased consumption of milk, egfs, 
meat, poultry, vegetables and fruit and from the enrichment of white flour, 
and bread. 

The most striking trend in the nutritive value of the national 
diet is thG increase in calcium that has occurred during the 37 years studied. 
This tr(-;nd follows closely the incre~se in milk consumption, since from 
two-thirds to three-fourths of the calcium in the diet comes from milk. In 
1945, coraumption of milk and its products (except butter) was equivalent to 
nearly three cups a 9ay per person--a level that is 90 quarts a year greater 
than in 1909, The higher milk consumption has contributed also to the increase 
in riboflavin content of the diet. 

Since the middle of 1930 1s there has been a spectular incre~se in 
the ascorbic acid in the nAtional diet, A large part of this increase came 
from citrus fruit and tomatoes; and a part from green and yellow vegetables, 

The enrichment of flour and bread mar'l e the greatest contribution to 
the nutritive value of the diet during 19/44 ond 1945, yeHrs when the present 
high levels of enrichment were in effect a 1 1 year, In 1945 the amount of 
iron in the diet was 18 percent higher than it woul~ have been without 
enrichment; corresponding figures for thiamine were 2? !)ercent, for riboflavin, 
13 percent and for niacin, 19 percent. 

Wha_Qf.l.t.a..Eaod? 

Useful as such studies are, a national average tells nothing about 
1 the range of dietary levels, It is well known that many low-income families 

cannot afford to buy the kinns and quantities of customary foons needed for good 
nutrition and the.t in winter and early spring diets runonv rural families are 
much poorer than in midsummer. Facts on food consumption are, hov,ever, fa.r too 
few to demonst.rate the current prevalence of inadequate diets so that they 
receive the attention they deserve, 

The most recent Ne.tion-wide dietnry survey in the USA was m1:1de in the 
spring of 1942. 'Ibe results indicated signific~nt improvement in urban family 
diets since 19~6-37, when the Consumer Purchases Study was made, Nevertheless, 
it was estimated that in 1942 about half the urban diets did not provide 
recommended amounts of riboflavin, that a third were lo~ in cnlcium and a fourth 
in thi~ine. The ~entest improvement from 1936 to 1942 apue~red to be in the 
aocctrb, c a.<d n content of the diet, with only a tenth of tho urban diets short of 
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re~ommended levels in 1942, However, t!:tis nutrient is the one most likely to 
be destroyed or lost during foocl prepei.ra.tion ~nd intekes ,'7ere proba.bly far 
below the calculated amounts in raw foods. 

In September 1944, data were sGcured on food nurchased by urban 
families. 'Ibose with low incomes were spending more for food than would be 
accounted for by price increases rEported. For example, in the spring of 
1942, families with income:iunder $1,000 spent $5.61 for food at home or 51 
percent of an o.vernge weekly income of $10,90. In the falJ of 19L.4, families 
of the srune size in the same income group spent $8.42 per week for food or 71 
percent of their weekly income. 11 It seems obiious that they must hnve run up 
large dehtsJ cut seriously into any sPvings they had, or rP,duced their purchases 
of other living essentials to a very low point." 

When families with incomes un-'1:1r $1,000 in 1942 rmd 1944 are compnred, 
those for 1944 o.p~eared to have better diets, Larger amounts of ment, milk and 
eg~s improved the diet in good quality protein, calcium and some of the B
vitamins. Triey used about a fourth more gr~in Droducts meesured in terms of 
flour equivalent. 'Ibe fact that all whit; bread and much of the white flour was 
enriched in September 1944 and that levels of enrichment were higher than in 
1942 resulted in diets containing more iron, thiamine, ribofl:win, and niacin. 
Purchases of fruit were higher in 1944, but those of vegetnbles were lower, Many 
of the families in towns and the smaller cities hed vegetabl P-s from their garnens 
during the time this survey was mar.e. 

Home gardens were more prevalent during the war yea.rs than ever before 
especially amorg town and villnge families. In 1945 about 40 percent of all 
nonfarm f~~iliPs in the United States renorted home gerdens. Those with gardens 
tended to ent more vegetables than those· who bought ~11 their food even when 
incomes •·,ere adequate. To the extent thrt home-grown vegetables are good sources 
of vi temin A 1 ~7hich can be stored in the body, consumers of these foods may 
carry the benefits of their summer gardens well into the winter months. There :!.s 
no question but whet victory gardens helped to L~~rn~e diets througn greater 
consl.ll'lption and through reduction of vitamin losses that occur between harvest
ing and consumption of commercial vegetables. 

Most. fnrrn famili es h13ve vegete.ble pa.rdens and th '" home preservation 
of vegetables and fruits for winter use has been a common prRctice . It is 
r,robable, however, thr.t during the wRr years more attention has been ei•ren to 
providing a year-round supply throug~ better planning, mukinr fuller us e of the 
growing season, nnd through cnnnin~, storing or freezing l a rger quantities of these 
foods. Where this has been done family diets ha,,e benefited. 

Nntritiona1 HeoJth 

Studies of the netionnl food su~~ly, of a nntion-wide s"1IDple of frunily 
diets i!I 1942 and of food purchases by urban fnmilies in 1944, sugg"'s t th13.t 
nutritional levels in the United Stat,3s have been hifher during the last ~ or J yrrTS 

than in any previous period. Among the rensons for t J,is improvemr nt ore -
higher purchasing power, an abundr.nt su.:,;~ly of protective f oods , ~- better under
~t~nd1ng ·of nutritional needs, the enrichment of flour and bread, school lunches 
and industrial feeding. 

Numerous observRtions on the attendance, beheviour: nnd prorress of 
children r eceiving school lunches suggest that i¢pro~ement in the nutrition of 
the c~ildren occurred, A total of 6.6 million children benefited from the 
FederRl school lunch pro~ram in the peak month of 1944-45. This number does not 
include th0se who p11.rt.i.cipated in other school lunches . 
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'In8 same conclusions cEn be? drawn from experience with industria.l 

feeding. There is evidence th.,_t good mP-als on the job brought about meesurable 
improvement in terms of productivity, att.endance And turnover which :r.iust mean 
better nutrition of the workers. 

Studies of nutritional stc.tus do not ns yet lend themselves to direct 
time com:-iarisons or yP-ar-by-yenr series such ns are avnile.ble from food consumption 
data. Many of the methods of testing nutritional health are tco new nnd some 
still unsatisfactory. InterprGtetion of some of the findin,r..:s is still 
controversial. 

A r ound-up of r ecr.mt investigations sho"-'S that malnutrition is found in 
all segments of the popul,,tfon1 but that it is more common among the lo"1er thEn 
the higher income groups. Substandard nutrition is extremely common with . 
children both urban and rural. 

Severnl studies have been m1rle of the diets of pregnant women together 
with observations on the course of pregnancy nnd on the condition of infants. 
Results of these studies leave no doubt thPt nn uns~tisf~ctory stote of nutrition 
during pregnancy is more widespread than hnd been genera]ly r ealized. They 
em,hasize that the place to begin' to improve the nutrition of the child is with 
the mother. Few severe nutritional d~ficiencies are reported but mild or 
subclinical forms are ~rend. 

'lbe health deficiencies most often r eported su~ges t inadequate as corbic 
acid, iron, riboflavin, and vitamin A. 'Ibc frequency with whic~ such deficiencies 
are noted may mean, ho~ever, that tests for inadequate consumption of these 
nutrients are eRsier to make and therefore more investigators use th em, or that the 
criteria for judging the deficiencies are fnirly specific. C~lcium deficiencies 
are seldom report8d al though•' diet~ry studios usually show this nutrient to be one 
of those most often low in diets. It is probable that if simple and specific meth:Jb 
for determining the adequac:r of ca lcium nut~ition 1,;-0re availRble, more 
deficiencies would be reported. 

Th..e_§t.a±,,is nf EnrichmPJt':,. Lr::>~isJatfon 

Enrichment of white bread Pnd rolls on n nntion?l basis may end with 
the decontrol of prices on bakery products or with the t ermination of the War 
Emergency Period. 'Ibereafter l egislP.tion on er,richmont will be up to the Sfo.tes . 
Eighteen States, Hawaii and Puerto Rico have e.lrendy passed bills on enrichment, 
Texas has n law on enrichment of wheat. 

The Stntes Relations Division of the Department of Justice has drafted 
and distributed a proposed bill on enrichment. It suggests standards for 
enrichment of white bread and flour. It should serve to stimulate uniform 
st~ndords for enrichment among the States. Ir State Laws nre not uniform on 
enrichment, in othor words, if different requirements are set up among Stntes, 
millers and bakers who ship their products from one ~tnte to nnother will find them 

'·extremely annoying. The Food and Drug Admi~istrPtion has established sfandnrds 
and labeling requirements which apply to all interstate shirments of enriched 
flour and bread. It is hoped that the States ~ill ~dopt similer standnrds. (Over 
70 percent of the Nntion 1s flour nnd nbout 10 p<1rcemt of bP-kery bread move in 
interstate co~merce.) 

The ·proposed legislation sent to the States docs not prescribe fixed mP-tlnd3 
• by which the level of required enrichment shell be. A.ttained. Enrichment mny be 

made through: {1) The use of nntural products containing the required nutrients, 
(2) By the addition of nutrients from natu~e.l or synthetic sources, (3) Or by 
combinatinns of both. Satisfactory methods of producing enriche<l f]our ~nd 
enriched bread have been developed ano are well knom:ibJ the milling nnd baking 
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industries. 

If diets of farm families in the CPS study of 1935-36 had been enriched 
at the present levels of enrichment, more farm f~.miJies would h~ve had adequate 
diets. In the income group of $100 to $300 per person per year, 41 pr-rcent of the 
North ,:,_nd West families had adequ11te diets without enrichment; this would have 
increased to 48 nercent if all white bre~d and flour had be9n enriched. 'Inirty
nine percent of Southeast white operator families in the S8me income group had 
adequ,:,te diets withnut enrichment; 49 percent would hn.ve had good diets with 

enrichment. 'Ibe percent~ge of Southeast Negro fnmilies ~1th adequate diets 
would hnve risen from 38 pP-rcent to 53 percent with enrichment, 

!!mna_G.s 1'.'Clening_and_l:J::e.s.a~c.tum 

Information on the extent of home-preserving and home-g~.rdening which had 
been done in the 1945 season was obtained by the Bureau of Aericultural Economics 
in a nation-wide sample survey. 

This survey showed th~t a½out half of the households in the United States 
or t>bout 18.4 million homes had home 12"Elrdens. The proportion th:>t reported gardens 
in 1945 wns about 6 percent lower th~~ tht>t for 1944, 

In 1945 almost two-thirds of nonf~rm households and more than nine-tenths 
of fnrm households prOS'TVed snme £'ruits r,n<l vegetables by cannin~, brining, 
pickling, freezing or ' drying. This runounts to about 25,7 million homPs in the 
country in which some preserving w~s done. 

Almost thP s~e proporti0n of hnusewives reported doing some preserving 
in 1945 as in 1944 but about half of those ,;,1ho did preserve in 1945 put up less 
food than they hed in 1944. The reason most frequently given for preserving less 
thnn in 1944 was th:>t less food was available in the markets or fnrm gardens. Lack 
of sugar was mentioned rather frequently. 

Six out of 10 farm families and two out nf 10 nonfnrm f1UJ1ili es reported 
storing some fresh vegetnbles or fruit. Others plr,,.nned to store later in the 
season. White potatoes P-nd onions were most freq~ently stored. 

Eight out of 10 fo.rm families and f'.bout one out of 10 nonf P.rm families 
reported preserving some meat by curing, freezing or canning between faJl 1944 and 
October 1945, About one-third of ft"rm households froze meat or put it into cold 
stornge and about one-eighth froze fruits and vegetables. A verysmall proportion 
of nonfnrm families froze these foods or put meat into cold storage. • 

Tomn.toes rRnked first amohg vegetables preserved, Green or WllX benns and 
some kind of pickles, relish or c~tsup were also put up by n lnrge proportion of 
housewives. Most popull'l.r fruit for !)reserving wns peaches. 

Stearn pressure canners were used by about one-fifth of the nonfarm house
wives and ~y about two-thirds of farm housewives. Most of the h0usewives who used 
pressure cannP.rs owned them. 

Only 4 percent of farm families nnd 1,3 percent of nonfann fRmilies us~d 
community canning centers. 

Interest in frozen food loc~ers and home freezers is very prent, Although 
there was difficulty in getting equipment and other materiE1-ls, 1,561 new frozen 
f .'Jl'J1, locker plants have been opened nnd !)Ut in opcr~tion throughout the country 
since last summer. according to reports from the Agricultural Extension Service, 

• There were 8,025 of these plants open ~nd opnrPting in July, with many others re
ported under construction in almost all of the States, In 1941, there were only 
3,623 of these plants. It is estimRted by the Farm Credit Administretion that 
1)87~,ooo farm families now are using frozen food locker plants, In addition 
thousands- o:r town and cl ty people now have this service. ' 
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