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ADDRESS BY TACKSON DAVIS
Associato Director, General Education Board

On the accasion of tho unveiling of the
bust of Booker T, Washington in tho Hnll
of Famc at New York'University

May 23, 1946

We meot today to eclobrate tho rccecofmition by the nation of the place
of Bookcr T, Washington in the Hall of Famoe, "Booker Washington has long held
a sccure place among the grecat mon of America, Fow men have had such a dramatic
rangc of cxpericnec as was cncompassed in his life, H o was born a slavc in
tho poorost circumstances on a farm in Franklin County, Virginia, Ho dioed the
hecad of a great’school which he had ostablished, a pioncer in rural cducation,
the intorprotor, and spokesman of millions of Amcrican Nogrocs in their striving
for a better lifc, Hec was know internationally, rcéognized by presidents and
crovmcd heads, by captains of industry and financc, the here of the poople; and
yot he was a modost citizen of Macon County, Alabama, a ncighbor and fricnd to
black and white alikec,

His book UP BROM SLAVERY, rcecounts the story of his life with a moving
simplicity, forgttful of sclf, which has made it onc of* the books that thec world
will not let dic. It has bcon translated into riany forecign languages and con-
tinucs $o have a wide circulation, It has inspircd thousands of disadvantaged
pcrsons, handicapped by birth or circumstance, to rcalizc a largor lifc, This
story has been of particular significance to the peeples of the world who have
only rccently comc into contact with the standards of’life prevailing in the
morc advanced countrics of the western world, and who, like Bocker Wachington,
arc capger to learn tho tochniques and disciplines and the dcmocratic ideals that
open the door of opportunity to young pcoplc and give thamn a chancc of dcvclop=
ment in proportion to their natural ability and chnracter, This book is an opic
story which will he prizod as long as men are moved by grcat human aclicvoment,

Dr, Wallacc Buttrick, the first cxccutive officer of the General Educa-
tion Board and a long frimnd of Dr, Washington, tclls this story of thc announcc-
mcnt of Dr, Washington's docath!

"On the morning of November 15, 1915, I cntered tho breakfast room of
tho Hongkong Hotcl in China, Oponing the morning paper, the first thing to
attract my attention on the front pago vms tho announcement of the déath on the
day before of phc distinguished cducator, orator, and publie man, Dr, Booker T,
Washington, ! '

"My immediato cmotion was of griof and sorrow bceauso I should novér
again on oarth look into tho faecc of one of the doarost fricnds of my life., Very
soon I thought and said to my companions, Dr, William H. Wclch and Dr. Simon
Flexmer, 'arc thoro ton mon in Amoriea whoso doath would bc featurod on tho
first pago of the leading journal of the Far East, half around thec world?® As
I rocall, nothing was said ih tho paper of his being a Negro, They make little
zecount of such things there, Ho was simply oneo of the world's great mon, onc
Tt T Mmoo 0 - ho make enduring contributions to human pro-
, a man who had inspircd and led his fecllovmon
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of simplicity and sineccority that gave him thc cormon touch of thc‘truly grcat,
It could be said of him, as he once said of Dr, Dillard, cnc of his southern
friends, that he had scon him among all sorts of pcoplc = the ?1ch and tho poot,
the great and the lowly; that he was 2lways the same - a christian, a gentleman,
whoso charm and simplicity mnde the President of tho United States or tho farm
laboror fcel cqually at home in his prescnce, His cngaging simplicity and forth=
rightnosé disarmed opposition and openod doors that had beecn closcd to members of
his race, Therc was nothing soctional, nothing racial, nothing narrow in his out-~
lock or his sympathy, These things had no moro placc in his lifec than they hdd in
the lifc of Abraham Lincoln or of Robert E, Lee, In the midst of misunderstandings
he saw beyond tho petty bickerings and irriteotions of the moment, He cmphasized
the common intcrests cf a great humanity and had ne timo to wmstec on the divisive
inteorests that sot onc group against anothefe In a world #ceary of war and still
torh by conflicts of group cr race or class, when so much organized opinion is
mrtinled to promotc the special intorests of one sroup over another, it’is ro-
froshing to hear the words of Dooker Washingtoni '"No man, whitc or black, from
North or South, shall drag me dewn so low as to mike ge hate him,"

Like oursclves, Dr. ¥Washington lived in a troubled time, His childhood
came during the hard poveérty of the Civil War ond his young mnhood in the bitter
period of Reconstruction. This dishcvelled-looking boy who presonted himsclf
for cntrance at Hampton Institute raiscd many questions, He had walked half-way -
across Virginie,and then workod to get moncy for his railroad fore tho romt of
the way, but the New England teacher who asked him to swoct out a’ classroom ro-
cognized the cheracter and spirit behind this external appearanco. He riade his
way in the school, and his gifts, his personal magactism, his vcadincss of spocch,
offered him a carcer in polities and in other fields, Instcad, he answercd a call
from the Black Belt of Alabanma to take charge of a school, and from that tinme
thore vins no question of his purposc, His 1ifo was spent in the upbuilding of the
South, Ho shared lifec in the poor arcas of thc Scuth with his black and whito
néighbors, and hc ncver lost touch with them. lc nover lent himsclf to any meve-
mont’ that would reificet on’or demenn thesc pecople. He loved them; he undcrstood
thom, and they trustéd him, His Atlanta address sounded a ncw and constructive
note, It was a signal to the South and to thce whole nation to fofsakc ccunscls
oif scctionalism and distrust, to rccognize thecir common intercosts, to trust onc
another, to help onc another with the tasks at hand, In this attitude ho spoke
for thc loyalty and devotion of the colored people, for their lovo of home and
neighbors, for their pride and scnsc of rcgponsibility in maintoining the best
in character and achicvament that thoy kunew., If Hompton Iastituto h:xd bloxed
tho trail in adapting cducation to the nceds of the pcople and using the work
and cxpericnces of lifc as a neans of acquiring skill, intelligence, cad respon-
51ibility a= well as the means of an improved standard of life, it remained for
Dookexr Washingtor: to oxpound thosé practices to the public and to cmbody them in
the program of Tuslgeo Institute, Wo often forget hew strangs tiicse idecs sounded
at a timo when pcoople thought of oducation wholly in teims of bocks and the classi-
ccl tradition was strong in all our higher institutions, ' )

With apt storios and contagious humor he derided thce notion that white
pcoplo and Negrots must think of oach other as a problem, Ho vmas wary cf theorics
and general talk, and he know tho valuc of dealing with sigple, conércte things.
He was at his best in conducting the Farmors Confecrenco at Tuskegec, He had an
uncanny ability to distinguish botweoen the mon who had a story of gchicveomont to
tcll and thoso who meroly wvanted to talk.e TFrom the man who as a laboror or sharc-
croppor had savod his monay, bought a small farm and built a homo, he would bring
out tht« tory of his succossful struggle with a timcly word of counscl : > Hut pro-
viding for his family and workini #ith his ncighbors to improvo the schuu. and the
~*arch, To anothe who said: "Mr, Washington, I would liko to talk about racc
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relations in my county", hc said: "That is a mighty big subjecct, How much land
do you own in that county?" "I don't awn any", thc man rcplicd, Then Booker
Washington said: "You go back and buy a picec of land, no matter if it is only
an acrc, Then como back next yecar amd toll ug about it," In this way he sct

forth with simplicity and ecarncstness tho opportunity of rurcl 1life, the woy of
good farming and occonomic indopendence, He summed it up in this statement: "We
shall prosper in proportion as wo learn to dignify and glorify labor and put

braing and skill into tho common ogccupations of lifo,"

This is no tcmporary philosophy, Booker Washington's lifc and teachings
hnve a timoloss quality, How accuratcly he has statcd both tho conditicns and
+he ideals beforo us in this troubled time when he said: "Therce is no defonsc or -

sccurity for any of us except in tho highest intelligenec and dovelopment of all,™
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