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W.A.R FOOD ADrffNISTRATION 
DIRECTOR OF EXTEHSION HORK 

• Washington 25, • D. C. 

TO STATE EXTEHSION DIRECTORS: 

lfarch 24, 1945 

For your information 
and appropriate action 

Subjects: Director Creel 1 s Son Hi ssing Over Tokio. Food Situa-
tion ... Agricultural Appropriation Bill ... A Chal­
lenge to Extension Teaching ... Printed Materials on 
Dumbarton Oaks ... 11Building· the Peace 11 Raciio Broa d-
casts ... Victory Garden Advisory Committee ... Con -
ventions Committee Policy on 4-~ Club Activities .. . 
Extension Cotton Cornrni ttee ... Reviews of Land-Grant 
College Commi ttee 1 G Post-War Report ... Land-appraisal 
Programs ... i-ii ssion Boards Appreciative of Agricultural, 
Hissions Workshop ... i.fational 4-H Cluos 1 Accomplishment 

•· 11Rural Electrification 1Je;1s 11 

Direct or Creel 1 s Son Missing Over Tokio: 

This week we received word from Director Creel that his son, Marshall, was 
reported missing by the Navy Department. Director Creel l1ad just previously 
received word of Marshall 1 s decoration for his part in the ifanila raid and 
the sinking of a Japanese transport. The radio indicated Marshall ·left his 
squadron ove r Tokio. 

\'le in the. Extension Service feel a common bond of relationshilJ Hi th Exten­
sion families whose sons are brci.ving the furious battles of land, air, and 
sea in which this war has ·engulfed the world. 

Food Si:tuation: 

During the week we have tried to keep you as closely i nformed as p ossible 
on the food situation through official statements which we ha.ve air-mai:led, 
or special-delivered, to you. Of prime importa"lce in viewing ,the entire 
food picture _is Judge Jones I statement of Karch 21. 

In a special letter, you have received details of the program to increase 
the amount of poultry for meat through the incentive of a price increase 

. to ·:producers averaging nationally 1¼ cents per pound. Included in this 
special letter is the announcement of t,iarch . 23 by the Director of Economic 
Stabilization (Ol'II-4204), which lists tentative increases in ceiling 
prices of you."lg chickens ~or various areas throughout the country, ranging 
from 0.5 to 1.6 cents per pound, effective July 1 to December 31, and 
applying to broilers, fryers, and roasters. 
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t t You durl• ng the week, or enclosed, include: Other pertinent releases sen o 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Statement of March 19 by the War Food Administrator on the food si tua­
tion, (USDA 504-45). 

Ann01mr.ernent by Director of Economic Stabilization on lfarch 23 of 
changes in subsidy payments made by Defense Supplies Corporation to 
slaughterers of live cattle under the Cattle Stabilization Program. 
These modifications become effective April 1. The additional subsidy 
will be 50 cents per hundred pounds, live weight, \then actual cost of 
cattle equals maximum permissible cost, ( OWI-4202). 

lfation-\·ride dollar-and-cent ceiling prices on all types of hay, at all 
levels of distribution, were established March 22 by: OPA (OPA-5415). 

Agricultural Appropriation 3ill: 

The Agricultural Appropriation Bill for 1946 was reported out on March 20. 
It carried the regular Extension items and $2,703,530 of \Tar Food Adminis­
tration funds for the Extension Serv::ce. This is about t,-10-thirds of the 
W.F.A. funds a:ppropriated for the current fiscal year for emergency war 
food production a'ld conservation work. The bill carries $rno,ooo for the 
cost of handliP-g Extension Service penalty mail next ye~x, as compared 
1:li th $332, 500 for the current year. The :-!ouse a:!:)proved the Extension 
items on Friday. 

';le understand that owing to the paper shortage a smaller edition of the 
committee hearings is being printed this year than in the past. :i:Text week 
we intend to ditto· excerpts of the more significant statements in the com­
mittee hearings dealing with appropriations for extension work, which we 
hope to include in my weekly letter. 

A Challen~e to Extension Teaching: 

Since February 24, when we first mentioned "3uilding the Peace, 11 we have 
received numerous replies from State . directors. They have given various 
reactions, all of which have led us to the single conclusion that a much 
greater educational job than we first envisioned needs to be done, 

With this in mind, we are :planning to devote a :ull afternoon in connection 
with oux April quarterly staff conference toward the development of a pilot 
program which, we hope, will be useful to State extension services in plan­
ning educational activities along this line for the rest of the ye<Y.r. As 
one director indicates, it is not merely a matter of outlining for farm 
people the mecPJ"l.Ilical tools whereby ,-,e ho!Je that international peace cnn 
be assured. There is a need for an activity looking to the development of · 
attitudes that are conducive to a more thorough and continuing appreciation 
of what constitutes international cooperation and ho,11 wars can be cYNoided. 

We hope to obtain a speaker for the. afternoon of April 3, who has the quali­
fications of a teacher and who will discuss the.problems of pec.ce . in terms 
of a teaching activity rather than give us a general or inspirational talk. 
We hope that he will approach the problem from the historica.l, philosophical, 
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economic, ani social standpoints, He may touch on some of the high spots 
in world-wide developments in these fields sinc e the Napoleonic wars 1:1.nd 
refresh the audience with facts about how the League of· Nations crune into 
existence, what its limitations were, and how it failed. We also expect 
him to point out tlie broad problems tha t lie ahead of us· after the present 
war. 

In addition to this talk, which will be limited to 30 minutes, we will try 
to develop methods and techniques in this activity that would serve as a 
pattern for extension teaching in matters of peace, We hope t o have spe­
cialists telescope subject-matter material into a very brief period of 
presentation, but to have them do so in a novel manner that makes the in­
formation stick. This p ~rt of the program would include brief discussions 
deE'.ling with the Hot Springs Food Conference of April 1943, Md the Bret ton 
\foods, Dumbarton Oaks, i-iexico City, E'nd San Francisco Conferences, All are 
p ?..rt of the greater program for world cooperation to insure pea ce. 

The complete plans for the stri.ff meeting on April 3 he,ve not been \·mrked 
out, but we hope to h~ve a report made of the proceeding s for duplication 
and di stri buti on c1mong all directors so thc1.t they r.my adapt the material 
to be developed to fit the situation in their St~tes. \'le hope you wil l 
let us have the benefit of your plans ruid thinking Md frenk opinion prior 
to our meeting here. There a:r:rpel'.rs to be a fundarnentnl need for the sound­
est kind of educational activity th2.t we are able to devise. 

Printed Materials on Dumbarton Oaks: 

Since my letter of i,;arch 2, the Sta te Depnrtl!lent has informed us that the 
following publications will not be printed: 

Dumbarton Oaks Proposals (revised). 
Peace Is Our Business. 

The following, hov1ever, will be made available: 

The bnsic chart, in two sizes, and the four popularly written 
Foreign Affairs pamphlets, nanely--

1. War, F.ow· Can \'Te Prevent It? 
2. Prosperity, .How C1>n \'Te .A.chi eve It 7 
3. Freedom, How· C;:m We Achieve It? 
4. Social Progress, ·How Cen We \fork for It 7 

The pamphlets will be available for distribution to the States in limited 
quantities. Although several of the States have submitted orders for vary­
ing quantities of the different pamphlets, the same number of vJ.l four will 
be sent, using as a basis the largest number of any one prunphlet ordered. 
The State Department considers this mnterial as one publication in four 
sections, and the -printing ' order he.s been placed accordingly. This material 
is expected to be available for distribution in the near future. 

"Building the Peace" Radio Broadcasts: 

We are enclosing a copy of 1'lorld Trade and 1forld Peace--the third in the 
series of seven State Department broadcasts. 
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Victory Garden A~visory Committee: 
.i' . . ' 

The Ma~ion~i Victo~y Garde~ '.l\d.vi sory . Cor.unittee met in ·Washingtqn •• l:i:~c~ 23 
with Chai man Prentice Cooper, ·_of Tennessee, presiding· • . After re:iewi?g · 
,~he progress of tne :Yictory Gc:.rden p~ogrrun and the._ general food s1tuatl(?n, 
the committee expressed the belief that the situation -calls for an a~l~out 
co.rnpaign nationally. The col!lffiittee urges the.t every f~mily have a V1t:tory 
Garden this year, . bec?.use the millions of families who can have gardens e.re 
a great food-produ~ing resource. The committee also -r .eco1;1mended strong_ly 
that all who promote Victory- Gardens emphasize the need for gardens · to be 
of l e..rger size and t_o be so planned a..-rid menaged that they will produce food 
for 6 oonths or more. 

The committee urged that all possible effort be made· to obtain the services 
of assistant extensfoh agents trained in gardening to work in urban areas 
to help our nonfarm. people with Victory Gardens and other home a...'1d city gar­
dening. The 14 million or more nonfarm gardeners deserve the help such ex­
tension agents can give. The:y woulcl produce more efficiently, and \·JOuld be 
more likely to maintain a permanent interest in. home gardening and better 
food habits. 

Conventions Committee Policy on 4-H Club Activities: 

Hr. Conway and I met . with several repr,rnentatives of . the War Committee on 
Conventions on March 21 and discussed 4-!:t Club activities and educational 
short courses with them. After our conference, Mr . Francis Perrin, secre­
tary of the Committee, wrote me a letter outlining the policy of the Com­
mittee with respect to such activities anci. courses, a copy of vrhich is 
enclosed. I believe that Mr. Perrin I s let er wi 11 answer the questions 
raised regarding the types of activities that should be referred to the 
Committee. 

We are glad to learn that 4-H Club camps conducted so as to conform to the 
normal vacation camping pattern, combining recreation and instruction, with 
the recreation predominating, are beyond the scope of the _Committee. 

Extension Cotton Committee: 

We had the pleasure of having J?irectors Schaub, of North Carolina; Jones, 
of Mississippi; Watkins, of South Caroli,1a; · and Trotter, of .Texas, with us 
here this week. As Southei:n • directors know, they were appointed at a recent 
meeting in New Orleans as a · ~ommittee to study the cotton problem to ascer­
tain the additional educational ·needs. Director Schaub has .been making a 
special study of _cotton education~l work in the South at the suggestion of 
the National Cotton Council. • 

We think you will.• be int.erestsd in the development because the committee 
is do~ng a particularly good job of gathering fact s from the States.and from 
~a;rious-_ag;inciel>; ~ere : concerned with·co·ttdn, which we . fee

0

l will be ·helpful 
in stre~g~~ning and furthe"r pporpj.hating the Extel!si on Servic~ cotton edu-
cational program. • , , •· 

The committee and our office \iilJ: keep.-y_ou inforIJ}ed· .of .the facts ·and sugge-s­
tions developed. . 

• · - .;i • • ' 
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Revie\'!S of Land-Grant Collef!:e CommHtee-1 s Post-,-,ar Report: 

In cooperation with the :Bureau of Agricu~tll!al _:Economics we have had repro­
duced in limited quantities reviews of the post-war policy report b~· Dr. 
Johl1 . D. Black and Di:. Edmurid deS. Brunner. Dr. Black's revie,·1 was pub­
lished in the Journal of Farm Economics for January 1945. Dr. Brunner 1 s 
is an advance copy ·which probably \·!ill be published later. I believe you 
,-,ill be interested in these t•.-,o reviews by men who are associ1;1.ted neither 
with the Department of Agriculture nor ,-,ith the land-grant colleges. One 
copy of each review is enclosed. 

Land-Apuraisai "Programs: 

This ,rnek we had letters from Director Brokaw of 1Iebraska ,=ind Director 
S~.nders of Louisiana, advising us of the active cooperation the Extension 
in those States is giving Federal and State credit agencies in taking steps 
to provide rural people with factual information on present and prospective 
land values. Other States have similar programs under way, and too much 
emphasis cannot be given. These programs represent an important phase of 
the whole problem of price co~trol; in adc~i tion they will be very helpful 
to extension workers in advising returning veterans. 

In Nebraska a · ·series of farm-appraisal demonstrations has been 1-1orked out 
in cooperation with Farm Credit Aclministratio:r.. They v:ill be attended by 
Extension county agricu1·~ural and home demonstration agents, Farm Security 
Administration farm and home supervisors, national farm loan association 
and production credit association secretaries. The meetings will be held 
early in April, to be followed by l ocal meetings at a l<".ter dE'.te when farm­
ing operations permit. In Louisiana a meeting ,-,as arranged last week \•1i th 
the agricul turE'.l committee of the Louisiana Bankers• Ass ociation, repre­
sentatives from FCA, representatives of several life insurance companies, 
the State coordinator of Soil Conservation Servic e, the head of the dep?.rt­
ment of agricultural economics at Louisiana State University, the Deputy 
Manager of the \far Finance Committee, and the Extension Service. An in­
tensive press c1nd r1>.dio program is planned to point out the dangers of buy­
ing land now where long-time mortgages <'.re involved. 

Mission Boards Apr.ireciative of Ag;ricultural Missions Workshop: 

In a letter just received from John R. Reisner, executive secretary of 
Agricultural Missions, Inc., he says, relative to the Agricultural Mission­
aries• ''/orksho:p held here in February: 

11 I reported on the ''/orkshop on Februc1.ry 22 to the Rural Missions 
Cooperating Committee in which 21 Mission Boards are represen ted. 
They were most 11J)"!.)reci::a.tive of the services rendered by you and 
staff. They were delighted to le~rn that you were willing to put 
on another Extension \forkshop. 11 

The agriculturfll missionaries were agricultural-college . tr2.ined men and 
women . We believe that the workshop s e rved as an excellent refresher prior 
to their returning to their oversea assignment. 
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National .4-H Club 1 s Accomplishment: 

Your attention i~ called to the extension of remarks of Hon. Frances P. 
:Bolton in tne· Co1,gressional Record for lfo.rch 7 . . This includes the · speech 
by a 4-H girl, .Ann ·Lee Tipton, who wns present at the 4-H Club ~-·'3r~d"-.st 
meeting here. 

"Rural Electrific"-.tion 1Jews 11 : 

I am enclosing e, copy of the lfo.rch issue of the REA. publication which con­
tains two ~.rticles I believe will be of interest to you: • "i'lhy 4-H i'ior1c? 11 

and 11:Back the U.S.D.A. 8-point Dairy Program. 11 

The Dep.?.rtment I s ·we.ekly War ·Letter for .ci.grieul ture (enclosed): 

Sincerely, 

if/;/_ ) f;ui•-'_, . . 
I . ;. ,1 I I ' .,/ : 

I • / V ~-0-0 
Director of Extension Work \ 

Enclosures 

( copy to extension editors·.) 

• I 

· . .. 
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