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Obtain the Lease 

WAR FOOD .ADMHIT STRATIO:N 
Extension Service . . 

PROCEDUllE FGR ESTABLISEHENT OF 
COUNTY . 4-H cm.mer L FORESTS 

IW ARKAHSAS 

Frederick J. Shulley 
Extension Forester, Arkansas 

July 7, 1944 

The first step in the procedure for e s t ablishing a county 4-H council forest is 
for the home demonstration agent to assist the county home deaonstration council, 
or the county and ho:me der.ionstration agents to assist the county 4-H council, 
in obtaining a lease, or title b y gift, to a sr.!all area of land, not less tha n 
1 acre, preferably located along a r1ain highway. This should be open ' land 
without timber or reproduction. 

After the site has been selected and the owner has agreed to lease the land 
to the counci 1, the lease should be properl;y drawn up and should include the 
following: 

1. Legal descri-ption of the land, that is, bearings and distances.with tie 
.line, also nunbers of section, township, and range. 

2. Clause: (example) Description for 1 acre along U. S, Highway No. 70 which 
E. E, Raines leases to the president of the Pulaski County Home Demonstra
tion -Council• for the purpose of establishing a 11 der,1onstration forest" • 
from seedling to sawlog - trees 14 inches in dianeter, breast high. When 
this acre ceases to be used for the purpose for which it was given, title 
to the 8Cre will revert to the ·original owner. 

The lease should then be recorded at the courthouse, the council paying for 
the recording, and the recoipt of the paynent should be r.1~.de a part of the 
secretary's :minutes. 

Order Seedlings 

Seedlings for the planting, 1,000 per acre, should then be ordered fron the 
Arkansas Forestry Cor.imission. The council treasury should pay for the 
seedlings. 

Set the nate for Planting 

The extension agents and the county council set the dnte for the ple.nting 
c0re!:lony. All county club moub0rs should be notified of this date by lotter. 

Previous to the Planting Date 

Previous to the planting date, the following should be arran6ed. Tho aron 
should be aarked off in- rows, 6 1/2 feet apart both ways, that is, checked like 
corn rows. An easy way to do this is to use a plow, plowing just deep enough 
to mark the ground. 
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The first row should be riarked the 11 official row, 11 and tho succeeding ro,-,s 
should be ::rn.rked for the individual clubs in tho county council. These rows 
can be rnnrked by a sraall tag on a stake. Arra.ngemcmts should be nade for the 
help of about 25 able-bodied 4-H Club boys; also for 20 mattocks or grubbing 
hoes, 8 buckets, 30 wooden tampers ( to taup the soil tight against roots as 
seedling is planted), and delivery of seedlings in proper tine. A ~an or 
chart of the area, showing the 6-1/2- by 6-1/2-foot spacing, should al~o be 
prepared beforehand, a dot indicating the location of each seedling to be 
planted. 

Day of the Planting 

For the day of the planting, a 
meribers in the county prc3Sent. 
seedling, and the location and 
on the nap. 

"Official Row11 

real effort should be nade to have all club 
Each mer.iber present will plant his or her 

identity of the soedling will be indicated 

The first seedling in the 11 offici:;,.l row" should be planted by the extension 
forester as a denonstration of tho proper technique of d.igging the hole and 
plantL1g the seedling. In a hone de:-.10nstration council forest, tho ho□e 
denonstw.tion agent should plant the next seedling. In the 4-H council 
forest, the county and hone denonstration agents should plant the next 
seedlings, Then should follo\-1 the person who leased the land, county council 
officers, chairmen, and . otheni, ea ch plru1ting his or her seedling in turn. 

After 11 0ffi cial R0\1111 Is Planted 
.. 

After tho 11 official row11 is planted, the individual club rows should start 
together. The organization here is: Ono 4-H Club boy digging the holes in 
e?.ch ro\-1 with a L1attock, followed by that row• s club neribers planting their 
seedlincs and using a ta.,-:1per. Extra 4-H Club boys wi 11 distribute seedlings. 
c?.rrying the□ in buckets half filled with water to kocp the roots wet, and 
dropping then in the holes in front of the plnntors. The planting order in 
each row should be: President, vice prcsidont, secretary, chairncn, and 
cer.ibers. Sor:ie club r.ienber in each row should keep the names of tho club 
me~bers in the proper order of their planting. Later, all names should be 
put on the m~p over a s□all circle around the original dot in the proper club 
row. This nap should be hung in the extension office for reference. 

Co□ploting the Planting 

When everyone present has pla nted a seedling, then the rest of the seedlings 
should be planted for absent club r.ieobers . These seedlings are indicated on 
the oa:p with a s□all square to distinguish then froo the circles which indicate 
the people who actually planted their own seedlings. 

Fence the 11 Forest11 

With the 11 forest 11 no,-1 established, it is very ir!uortant to fence tho forest 
for protection fro□ stock. 

Provent Forest Fires 

To preserve the 11 forcst 11 it is vital that forest fires absolutely bo prevented. 
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COUNTY 4-H COUNCIL FOREST DEMONSTRATION 
One Acre or More of Native ·rrees 

STA TE h"/Gh'U/A V 

• Established tn 7 count/es /n Arlransas 6' Fire Stri p Fencef 
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