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Washington, D. C. 

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTU RE 

~A~ June l4J 1944 
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FAR~ EMP LOYMENT UP MORE THAN USUAL 

':1i th generally fa.vorable weather in most parts of the country during Hay, consider
able progress wa8 ~;_de in catching up ,·,ith s easonal f arm v,or'Jr \1hich h a d been retard
ed by a late spring. The U. S . Department of Ag rim.:.l tv.re reported t oday tha t to~a l 
farm employment is estimated at 11,283 , 000 for the first of June, an increase of 12 
percent from J,lay 1 compared nith a no r!"al ris\') of 8 percent from Hay 1 to June 1. 
Total employment on .June 1, ho'ITever , wa s 3 p erc~nt bel ow a year earlier , due mainly 
to a 9 . 5 percent decrease in the number o·i' hired •;1or kers , as the number of family 
,,; or1-;:ers v,as only one p ercent below jun e l, 1943. Compared with a year ago, declir:e s 
in total employment were shorm in all of the Regions except the Paci fie. 

Family l ab or (including farm o~eratc r) totaled 8 ,815, 0CO persons on June 1 -- about 
9 percent over Hay 1, although 117,COO u.nc er Ju.-rie l , 1943. As usual this reasonal in
crease v,as largely the re::;ult of the ad.ditian of school children t o t!1e :ranJ:es o f 
available farm labor with tiie close of the sch'.:>o l y ear. Hired help reacped 
2 , 440 , 000 by the first of June compared to 2 , 697 , 000 on that da te last year . This 
l'.epre sents a gain of 451 , 000 workers during Hay wMch vrara slightly g!'e?-ter than the 
u.sual season?.l rise . J<'amily l abor including operator a:1d unpaid f8mily workers 
qomposcd 78 percent of the t otal farm labor force at the first o f June . 

Favorable v,eather conditions in Hem England perrni ttcd the fullest utilization of 
available lab or as farmers attempted to reach tbe normal stllge of planting and t il 1-
a.ge for this tir.ie of year. The number of hired v,orkers in this region OJ?. June 1 was 
10 percent beloTT a yen.r ago and was only slightly offset by a 1 percent increase in 
family workers . 

In the Middle Atlantic Ste.tes , farm o:perations ar e noV1 proceeding at a fairly even 
l_'.lace despite a labor supply v1hich is liroi ted and the emplo~ent of \'TOrkc rs who are 
less skill ed thnn those fonnerly used. There were 613 thousand v,orkers on these 
farms this June 1 - - 33 thousand more than on May 1 but 19 thousand f ener than on 
June 1, 1943. In Hew York, f a r l}l ,uork had been delayed by adverse weather in early 
~fay , but •norkers have b een putting in long hours in the ' field in an attempt to get 
crops in without further delays . • Favorable cultiva.ting v,eather during r!ay en~blt:d 
New Jersey farmers to 1-:eep up with the necessary field operations. Asparagus and 
spinach harvesting has passed its peak in New Jersey with the strawberry crop in the 
peak season in early June . 

In most parts of the East North Central States good progress has b een made in recent 
1·1eeks in pln.nting and cultivating of rov, c:·ops , alt110ugh in some sections fields fire 
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Farm employment indexes and· .'rehi.ted ;frata, United States, June 1, 1944 
11ri th comp;o.risons 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - • • • - •• _ • • ·:.: - - - - - : - - - - - - - - - - - -
. :. Annual : .. Nay 1- : -Tune · l : ·May l: . June 1 
:aveTage : ig,f 3 · : · 1943 : =· 1 944 · : 1944 

- • • - • : - - - - - - - - _ . - - - ;191Qc-1 _4_:' . . • - : - . - .. "! .: ; • • : . - - - -, . ' · ~. . . - . : 
F.Afil;i »'iPLOYNEHT( thousahds of p ersons): 

Family labor ..................... ~ 
Hired labor ....... .'-....... : ...... : 

FARii EI,,iPL0il-IBNT INDEXES: • • • 

l?. ·,·O52' 
9,160 
2}B92 

10',49,2 
B,'248 
2/244 

• 11,659 • 10·, 0-68 11° ,285 
8,962 . 8, 079 • 8,845 
2, 69'7 • 1,989 2,440 

• . r 

Total -
Unad.justed .. . . 100 . 8-7 97 . 84 94 ................ ............ 
Adjusted for • s e asonal· .variat:ion '100 85 86 81 84 

Family labor ... It . . . 
Unadjusted : . 

0 o O • 0 0 I•• 0 • • • 0 • • 0 0 0 0. 0. 100 1 .·.,_go 98 88 97 
Ad.justed for seasonal variation 100 -85 87 83 86 

. Hired labor - ~ 

Unadiusted 0 ••••.•IO• 0 • ■ • 0 •••IO O •: 100 78 93 69 84 
Adiusted for seasonal v;,riation 100 84 83 74 75 

... .. . 

-------- - - - - - - - - • - : -· - •• - - - • • - - - - -· -· -- ·- - - - · - -' . • f • • • 

• • • I 

'!.• Foreipi i,1orkers emp loyed in or ~.v::i.ilable for agr~cul tur'al war .work 
:, . • by' coun,t~~,r of .origin and .St;, t e of · ~mnloymemt. ?.S: of l--iay 3L 1944 

---------. --.-----,-.-. ---. . ---.-~.-------- . - · . 
_ M.e;ii~ s_ ~ 1.: _ ,T ,am,e.i.Q.::ill,'s __ : _ _ B:a}l11mj._?.n,s:.... _;_Ns1~·1fogjl.j!J,1:_11Jier.tl.J .i;!JJ..:.. ~v;,_c~e.~s __ 

~·No. of: · : No·. · of: · • · · : lfo. bf: ·· :· · No:. of: : N~ . of 
.§.t.it~ ;_w.Q.rke.r.sLSi cii e_: J:r.ot,.k~ r11.: .§.tat~ l,.WQ.rk,e.r.~_;_S,t_ajj_e_: 1t.or.Jr~ r .§.: .iitatg, l_W.Q.rk,er.s __ 
Nebr- :-fa :Maine • 89:N,T. 213: i--!?ine 56:Ill, 69 
Mont : : 3,267 :Conn. 1,921:Pa- 100:H.H. 42:Nebr. 3 
Id?ho :·· 1,811 : N ,Y. · · 220 : Del. 376: Vt. 65: Mont. 3 
Wyo. 848 : N , ,r . 967: l·Ld. 868: ii.gss. 47: Idaho 766 
Colo. • 2.,195 :.Pa.. 227:Va. 311:Conn. 74:Colo. 1 
Ariz. 1,302 :Ohio 272: N' -C. 232:lJ.Y . :1 35:Utah 280 
Utah 550 :Ind, 185:Fla·•' 2,788:H . . T. 2fi:W::ish'! 67 
Nev , 188 : Ill- 93: :Pa. 50:0reg. i58 
Wash, 1,87? :Hieb. 118: • •• , :Del- 25: 
Oreg. 1,419 : Fla- 885: '· ' • 
C2lif,:23,016: : : : : : : : 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- - - - - - - ....... - - - - - . - - ~ - -· + -, - - - -
Total :36,506 :Total: 4,977:Total: 4,888:Tota,l : '. 519:T9tal'. : , 1,3~7 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - _ , _ - - ·- ·- - - - - - -

u ,. 
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still too ,,et to be worl-:ed. Gardens :md truck crops are sho\7ing rapid gronth. 
The labor supply is none too plcmtiful, particularly in sections of more northern 
States, but farmers and their help are r,orking longer bours to compensate for the 
small number of \1orkers. In the East J:.iorth Central States as a group, ho,,ever, 
there uere alm~st exactly the same number of persons employed on far~s as on that 
date last year, 

Some\1hat similar conditions prevail in the West North Central region but in that 
area the number of family ,rorkers and of hired v1orkers both fell bEJlo11 JunEJ 1943 
levels. To a greater extent than usual farmers are practicing the go oc'.1- neighbor 
policy of helping each otner in getting their farm r,ork done, Many· are 17orking 
far into the night using headlight attachments on mechanized equipment . F"loods 
and high ·,1inds retarded 11ork in the northern section, but for the Region as a r,hole 
grain crops a,re ~a..ldng good gronth, corn is up to a good stand and hay crop s and 
pastures are in very good condition, 

Improved ,,eather conditions in May speeded up farming activities in the South. 
Early plantines progressed wEJll -- c~rn, wheat, and small grains particularly; 
pastures v,ere in excellent condition; and harvesting of early crops is proceeding 
rapi~y. More rain is needed in some areas , especially in the truck crop regions 
of Florida and Georgia, the eastern shore of Virginia, and the ranges of western 
Texas. The labor supply appears ad.cc,uate at present, but as the season p rogresses, 
the need for addi tioqal help is ex::;:ioded to b~come more pronounced. On June 1, 
farm employment in the Sot:.th .Atlantic region totaled 2,285 , 0CO compared v?i th 
2,002,000 J..!ay 1 e.nd 2; 340 ,000 on J·u.ne 1, 1943. 

A cold spell in the Mountain States slov,ed down sheep shearing opera~ions , particu
larly in 17yomip6 ,•,here a considerable loss of old ev,es resulted. Hanges are in 
good condition ex~ept in southe1·n l7e .. , lfo:-:ico w:i:iere drought continues. Plantings 
are proceec''.ing in all States out skilled 1a1.:Jor is re.:>orted as sca.rce in parts of 
Idaho and '\iyomi11g. As in mo::;t p~rts of t:he cour.try ·, - farm operators are working 
longer hours this JunEJ than last . 

The gre?,te:'lt increase in farm employment during MRy appeared in the · Pacific Coast 
States, where the total numbEJ1• of persons 1<iorking bn farms advanced more than 16 
percent, Mp-ny jobs are no11 being performed in California which require large 
numbers of seas(!nal ,,orkers: :peach · thinning, cherry harvest, beet thinning, and 
harvest of various vegetables, potatoes, hay, grain, and flax. Cotton chopping 
in the San Joaquin Valley is nearly completed. Additional v,orkers are needed in 
Washington, as farm work is still a little 1.:Jehind schedule for this time of year. 
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Farm employment, United St<1:tes and _geographic divisions, .June 1, 1944 
,.,i th comp;,risons 

TOTAL El·PLOY'.MEHT 

--------------- - ----------------------Geographic : Apr- 1, ; !'iRy 1, :· .June 1,: Anr. 1,: May 1, : June 1, 
_ __ .g.iyi.§.iQ.n __ _ _;__ _1i4~ _: _1~4~ _ l. _1~4;i _: _ l.91,4_ l. _li41 _: _ 1914 __ 

:1,000' s 1 2000 1 s 1,000 1 s 120001 s 1,Q00 1 s 1 2000 1 s 
United States 9,308 10,492 11,659 9,080 10,068 11,285 

New England 223 24;6 25? 21? 232 250 
Middle Atlantic 553 590 632· 544 580 613 
E,North Central 1,335 1,43? 1,502 1.313 1,414 1,499 
W,North Central 1,500 • 1,626 1,?56 1,46? 1,564 l,?O? 
South Atlcmtic 1,?58 2,083 2,340 1,?23 2,002 2,285 
E.South Central 1,512 l,?50 2,021 1;466 1,662 1,924 
1·T ,North Central 1,542 1,802 2,0?9 1,4?0 1,685 1,928 
Mountain 398 42? 479 390 411 476 
Pacific 487 531 593 490 518 603 

----------·---------------------------
F Al:HL Y 1.'10RKERS J.I 

--------------------------------------
United States 7,433 8,248 8,962 7,401 8,079 8,845 

New Englirnd, 161 169 166 158 159 168 
Middle Atlantic 404 414 415 400 407 417 
E-11orth Central 1,123 1,166 1,221 1,118 l ·,167 1,21? 
\'/.North Central 1,281 1, 3,15 1,438 1,279 1,336 1,428 
South Atlcintic 1,361 1,503 1,812 1,357 1,583 1,785 
E.South Central 1,295 1,524 1,703 1,283 1,457 1,.681 
W.South Central l,?.09 1,404 1,564 1 ,203 1,359 1,503 
Mountain 297 3Cl 319 298 300 328 
Pacific 302 322 324 305 311 318 

- - - - - · - - - - - . - - - • - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - -
HIRED 1iORKERS 

. . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
United States 1,875 2,244 2,69? 1,679 1,989 2,440 

New Englcmd 62 ?7 91 59 73 82 
Middle Atlantic 149 .176 217 144 173 196 
E. North Central 212 271 281 ·195 24? 282 
~v.North Centrni 219 281 318 188 228 279 
South Atl,mtic 39? 480 528 36() 419 500 
E.South Central 217 226 318 183 205 243 
W,South Central 333 398 515 267 326 425 
Mountain 101 126 160 92 111 148 
Pacific 185 209 269 185 207 285' 

!/ Includes farm operators Md members of their families doing farm work 
without wages . 

:Based on reports from 19,964 farmers who reported, for their own farms, the 
number of family and hired ~~orkers doing 2 or mor e days of work during the 
week of inquiry. 
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Length of workday for oP;~rat~rs end h~red workers, ~':11e 1, 1944, ~~th comparisons 

- - - - - : T .. - _ T __ _9-p~rator_ - ,.- ___ : _____ Hired workers ___ _ 
State : uu:1e , : June 1, : uUile 1, : June 1, : June 1, : June 1, 

_ _ _______ .=}J-40 ....,. _:_ ~943 _ . : _ _ 1944 _ : 1940 _ : _ i943 _ : _ 1_944 _ 
: . .r:ours Eours Hours Hours nours Hours 

Maine ·T2.5""" TI":'r ~ -g-y ~ -g-:-s-
N. H. :11.5 12.l 12.2 ~.4 9.4 9.7 
Vt. 12.5 13.0 12.9 10.6 11.0 11.1 
Mass. 11.5 11.9 11.6 10.0 10.0 9.8 
R.I. 12.0 13.2 12 .8 10 .0 10.0 10.0 
Coon. : 11.5 12,l 12.0 10.l 10.l 10,1 
H.~n-:- - - - - - : -12.0- - - - 7.2.5 - - - 7.2 .:r - - -10.0- - - - To-:-c - - - ro-:-o- -
N'.Y.-8- - - - - -= -12.'S" - - - -12.ti - - - -ri.r - - -ro.7 -- - T1-:-o- - - - r1-:-c -
1'!.J. : 12.0 12.5 12.6 10.6 10.6 10.0 
Pa. : . 12.5 13.3 . 13.1 10.4 11.0 10,9 
Jl.XtT.- - - - - - : 7.2.s" -- - - r3.IT - - - 7.'3.T - - - 10.b - - - To:-9- - - - r o-:-9- -
TihTo- - - - - - - T -1'2.4° - - - - ii.3 - - - -1~.'3' - - 7.o.T- - - To7"6- - - - ro-:-4- -
Ind. 12.6 13.3 13.5 10.4 11.1 11.0 
Ill. : 12.3 13.5 13.9 11.0 • 11.6 12.2 
Mic:O. : 12.4 13.2 13 .4 10 .4 . 10.8 11,1 
'!Tis. · : 12.9 13.5 13.6 11. 7 12.1 12.l 
~ .t'.'CenC - - - - T-12.'S" - - - -13.4 - - - - r~.:i - - - 10.E - - - Ti-:-3- - - - Tl-:-4- -
Minn . ---- -- :12.6 ___ _ 1:5.4 ___ 13.7 -- 1T.2 ___ 117? ____ 1C9--
Ioi<a 12.6 13,7 14.0 11-.2 . - 11.9 12.3 
Mo. 12.4 13.2 13.3 10 .5 11.0 10.7 
N.Tok. 12.5 14 .0 13,6 11.5 12.4 12.0 
S.Dak. 12.7 13. 8 13.9 11.3 • ' 12,2 11.8 
Nebr. 12.8 13.5 14.2 11.l 11.6 11.? 
Kans. : 12.5 1 3.2 13.1 10.7 10.9 11.0 
W.N".'C'enC - - - - T 7.2 .'S' - - - 1 3.~ - - - - r:r.s - - -rr.cr - - - Tes- - - - n-:-s- -
DeT.- - - - - - - ·: -12 .'3' - - - - r3':5 - - - - 1"3.3 - - 7.0.4 - - - ro:-5- - - - Io-:-2- -
Md.. 12.4 13.0 12.9 10.4 10. 5 10.8 
Va. 11.9 12. 6 12.7 10.0 10.3 10.3 
W.Va. 11.5 12.2 12.1 9.4 9.5 9.9 
N. C . 11 . 7 12. '.) 12. 3 10 . 2 10 . 2 10. 4 
s.c. 12.0 12.4 12. 3 10 . ? 10. 7 10.6 
Ga. 11.9 12. 3 12.6 10.B 10.8 10.8 
Fla. : 11.0 11.5 11.1 9. 5 9.? 9 . 4 
-s-.::rtT.- - - - - - : -lT.-S- - - - -r~-~ - - - - r2.if - - -10.'!- - - ro:-4- - - - ro-:-5- -
Ky:- - - - - - - - : 1T _.,,- - - - - ri. '? - - - - r2. f - - - rcr. '4 - - ·- ro:-5- - - - ro-:-5- -
Tenn. : 11.9 12.6 12,8 10.6 10.7 10.9 
Ala, : 11.8 12.4 12.l 10.? 10.? 10.6 
Miss. : 11.5 12.l 12, l 10.6 10.6 10.6 
E'."S".C-ent-:- - - - - ·=· - ir.ir - - - - 12.:r - - - 7.2 .4 - - 7.o.tr - - -To-:-s- - - - ro-:-s- -
Arlc.- - - - - - - T 7.T.'9" - - - - ).2.if - - - -r2.T- - -10.'3' - - -To:-:r-- - - To-:-2- -
La.. : 11.2 12 . .) 11.3 10.0 10.0 9.9 
Oli:la. : 11.9 13.0 12,8 10.2 .. 10.4 10.3 
Tex. : 11.9 12 .3 12. 7 10.4 10,4 10.4 
W.~.Cent-:- - - - - : - ff.~ - - - 7.~.o - - -12.'!- - 7.0'.'3' - - - To-:-3- - - - To-:-3- -
IloiiC - - - - - - T 12.'S" - - - 13'.'3 - - - -1'3'.I' - - -w. 7 - - - TI-:-2- - - -. To-:-8- -
Idaho 12.8 13. 5 13.6 10.0 10.0 10.0 
Wyo. 12.1 13,2 13.2 10.4 10.7 10.6 
Coio, I 12,5 13.2 13.4 10.5 11.0 10.7 
N.Me:x. 12.0 12.9 12.9 10.4 10,4 10.0 
Ariz, 11.5 11.? 12.2 9.4 9.6 9.3 
Utah 12.0 13.2 13,2 9.0 9,0 9,1 
Nev. : 11.6 12.9 12,l 9.0 9.0 10.5 
flaunt.- - - - - - : 7.'2'.~ - - - 7.~.T - - - 7.~.2 - - 7.o.T - - - To-:-3- - - - ro:-c -
'»-ash:- - - - - - - : 7.I'."5 - - - - i-2.--r - - - 12."3' - - 10.TI - - - ro-:-o- - - - -9:-0- -
Oreg, : 11.8 12.5 12.2 9.6 9.6 9.5 
Calif. : 11.0 11.6 11.? 9,3 . . 9.4 . 9.2 
l5'aci1'ic - - - - - : -lT.3 - - -ii.T - - - -r:Lo· - - ""'.' -g:5 - - - -975- - - - -9-:-3- -

u. s. : 12.1 12.8 12.8 10.4 ~ 10.? 10.6 
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Farm W?..ge -rates, ruTa.l. liTing costs P.rnl -real f'prm ,,,a~e r;,tes; Un1ted 
States, 1910-44 

(Index nl.l.P.lber s, 1910-14:: 100) 

-----------------~------------------. . 
Year 

F~1·,n ,,,~.ge '. Rural living '. Real farm 
. rates , costs 1/ '. WRge rates 3) 

------------· ------ ·------- ·--------
1910 ..... .............. : 97 98 

1 
99 

1911 .................. -: 98 1()0 t 98 
1912 ................... : 101 101 - 1()0 

~ 

1913 ................... : 1()3 100 103 
HJ14· .......... . ......... : 101 102 99 

1915 ..... . .... . ....... . : 103 107 96 
1916 ................... : 113 124 91 
1917 ................... : 141 147 96 
1918 ........... . . . . . . . . . 177 177 100 
1919 .......... · ......... : 207 2Hl 99 

1920 .. •,• • ....... - . . .. . .. : 242 222 109 
1921 .......... . .......... : 15.'i 161 96 
1922 ■ I I I ■ I ■ ■ ■ 0 ■ • 0 • 0 0 0 0 o : 151 156 97 
1923 .............. ..... : 169 160 106 
1924 ••• ■ ••••••••••••••• : 173 159 109 

1925 .................... : 176 163 108 
1926 ■ ■ ■ 0 0 0 o o o o O ■ I o O O • ■ o : 179 162 110 
1927 ·• ................. -: 179 160 112 
1928 . ... . .............. : 179 • 160 112 
1929 ............ ·-....... : 180 159 • 113 

1930 ..... . .............. : 167 150 111 
1931 ............... . . . . . 130 128 102 
1938 ............... . ... : 96 108 89 
1933 .................. -: 85 108 : 79 
1934 ............... . ... : 95 182 78 

1935 ........ • .. • ......... : 103 124 83 
1936 ......... . .... . . . . . . 111 123 90 
1937 .... .. ........... .. : 126 128 98 
1938 .. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 125 122 102 
1939 ................... : l?-3 120 Hl2 

1940 ................. _ . : 126 121 104 
1941 ................... : 154 131 118 
1942 ................... : 201 154 131 
1943 .... : .............. : 264 1 ?O 155 
1944 ~ ......... . .. : ... ,: 3~5 178 18.3 -------------------------------------11 Prices ri::-id by farmers for commocl.i ties user, in fAmily living·. 
2/ 1:!a{!e rates divided b:'}' rural living costs. 
'i:2/ Prelimin::-r:r estirnr tes. 
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FARM WAGE RATES, RURAL LIVING COSTS, AND REAL 
FARM WAGE RATES, UNITED STATES, 1910-44 

INDEX NUMBERS ( 1910-14=100} 

Farm wage rates ~ 

Rural ljvjng costs * 

Real farm wage rates A 

~~~.......:..-...;::::----~t"'---\,;-~=~~~~--~_:-_ -- '~ ....... 

I I I I I I I I I I I 

1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 
* PRICES PAID BY FARMERS FOR COMMODITIES USED IN LiVING 

tJ. WAGE RATES DIVIDED BY RURAL LIVING COSTS 

DATA FOR 1944 ARE PRELJMJNARY ESTIMATES 

I I I 
1945 
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