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MINUTES OF CONFERENCE OF FARM SECURITY, EXTF,NSION SERVICE, AND 
COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVF...S AT PRAIRIE VID:! STATE COLIEGE 

April 4, 1944 

fhi:;fle Att~rtc.i~ t,r.e Con..ference: 

1, FP.rJ,1 3ecuri ty Officials: 
f,!:r, G. T 0 \i! atson, State Director, Miss Gladys L,, Darden, Miss Odessa 
f.!: lM : Mr. 8am Mcli'!illan, Mr. Louie Dunbar, Mr. John H. Williams, and 
Er, Ir.:iracf:: N. Ted.1ie 

2. :t'r,::rlE, View 3t~te College: 
P:".' ~nc:i.Dal Vi. R. tanks, Mr. L. A. Potts, Dr. H. A. Bullock, Dr. J. M. 
Co:,'.·,,th~irsJ Dr, .s~ E. 1flarren, and Mr. J. L. Brown 

J. I'.xt.0n;;;:Lon Sa::-vice~ 
Mrs. :~- 'i!. Rowan~ Miss Eugenia TToods, Mr. 111 • H. Phillips, Mr. n. C. 
David~ Mr. H. S, Estelle, and Dr, F.. B. Evans 

-Z:~~~~ntation of C~rer-aJ.J. Picture b_y_ Mz-, \ilatson of F. S. A. 

}!~•. '\'fats on clearly presented the various types of services that the F. S. 
A, offers ".",c families who µi.rt.id.pat.e in their pror,ram. He clearly pointed out that 
··:.ho ::._;_r,,, e,£' t.11e program was to :,elp worthy farmers to help themselves. The services 
l'.:L:·•rerne:. 'uy the program a:-e lid;~d below: 

Rural Pehabilitati·m :1:'roFJ:gm 

a" Health Service 
b. C.x1psrc1ti 0re Se-r-vice 
c. fta~er P~8iliGies 
d, In:;nraP.ce 
e. H:,rJe O,:mm.·ship 
f. :;:,')ans with Hhich to financ'e the above 5 i terns wberever families 

are llnable to furnish their own financing. 

He further pointed out that there were nino Negro families of Hopkins 
County who had achieved a result in the program that made them outstanding examples 
for the others. 

QUESTIONS GR.OTTING OUT OF THIS PICTURE 

As a result of this picture there were several questions that were raised 
by the member·s of the discussion group. These questions were: 

1. Are Negroes included in the program? (Answer) Yes, but not by special 
g:ro up •. 

20 Ara Neg~o doctors included in the health service? (Answer) Yes, but 
no'i:, ac a· ~pccial group. 

3, Is there a~ educational program involvP.d? (Answer) Yes, indirectly 
4, Are there ~alth records kept so as to supply information for future 

hea] th plans'1 (Answer) Answers showed divided opinion. Certain types 
of inf'ormation is kept by each Health Association. 

During this period, Mr. Watson made clear that there was interest in having 
t.he i'Aculty memberE. and the Extension people assist in the program. The way in which 
3.:.:i~i.nta~1ce could be given by the members of these groups was shown through a printed 
:one e-;; ::m which were placed certain. probli:ims printed with space for answers. The 
; :t--~Lems _ and solutions are listed belo·w: 

,-



Pare - 2 

1. Problem of few applications from the better class of t enants 
Solutions: 
a. Give publicity to let tenants knor1 that these services are avail­

able 
b. County agent and vocational teachurs could furnish a list of oli ~i­

ble applicants to the rural supervisors who \JOuld pass such infor­
mation to the county committee. 

c, County a~ent could contact su~rvisor and get cases of successes 
and failures. 

2. Difficulty in locating good farms that can be purchased vd thin price 
limitations, 
Solutions: 
a. Inquiry should be made as to where good land is available to Negroes 

and notification given to the committee. 
b. Wherever county commi tto ,:is ,1ill accept the services of a Negro 

advisor, that the county agent and vocational teachers be contacted 
in an effort to secure one or more names of good, substantial 
Negroes and prevail upon th~ county committeu to appoint one to 
servo in an advisory capacity, especially in location of good Negro 
families for Tenant Purchase borrowers and to also assist in the 
location of available farms for sale to Negroes 

o, Cooperation of all agencies Vlorking \"Ii th Agriculture in effort to 
select or find rood Negro farms and f&rmcrs 

J. Depending too much upon farm cash income for tho entiro family living 
Solutions: 
a. Develop better rrnrk with children of borrmmr familie s through the 

clubs sponsored by Extension Service 
b. Where there are children in the families of tht.; borrmrnrs, F, s. A. 

should call this to the attention of the county agent and vocational 
agricultural t eachers. 

a. F. s. A. supervisors should participate in cornmunity meetings 
sponsored by the Extension agontso 

4. Failure to understand tho underlying principles of credit 
Solution.s: 
a, Education in the use of credit 
b. Wife should be included in tho farmer's business 
c. Children should be encouraged in credit activities through 4-H and 

NFA 
d, Preparation and distribution of criteria for securing and using 

credit 

Further Discussion 

Further discussion developed around tho status of tho Borrmmr Families 
located near the college. The local supervisor reported that only half of thuso 
familiLs nere keeping up their responsibilities. He sucgcstud that thor ..:: were only 
tv10 delinquent ones to bo dropped from the program. Before dropping them, Mr. Uatson 
asked Dr. Evans if the Extension Service viould s urvoy th'-' situation and make recom­
mendations, Dr. Evans did not commit to this. Later Mr. ~atson asked Dr. Evans if 
the Extension Service would cooperate \Jith the collegt.: in making such survey. Dr. 
Evans suggested writing Principal BErnks to that offoct. Subsequent to this dis­
cussion, it was decided th::>t Mr. Williams would, along witb the local supervisor 
and others whom he saw fit to select, investigate the situation on thuse farms and 
made rocommondations to the F. S. A. The mooting adjourned after this decision. 

H, A. Bullock, Secretary 
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