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DEVOTED TO THE EDUCATIONAL AND GENERAL IMPROVEMENT OF THE NEGROES OF TEXAS 
============ ============ = ===:..=..-

VOL. VI. PRAIRIE VIEW, WALLER COUNTY, TEXAS, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1916 NO. 25 

,-----------------------,!find and bring- together the best ates. Massachusetts had more WASTE LANDS COST MONEY 
~ ~ tr g a ~ t1'on thought and experience on this illiterate men of voting age than ~\) ll Ca . l n . fflM a ~ubject has been the first work Arlrnn;;as; Pennsylvania more 

oi this division. Plans have also than Tennosee and Kentucky Nonprnductive Acres Mean Dead 
IPIJilnnoer JP, Cl11xto11, 'lrlnltei:l States C:01111111sstoner of :zoucation 1 Capital and a Loss to been begun and have since been I combined. Boston had near Y 

the Farmer continued ior the development of j 25,000 illiterates, Baltimore 20, 
Twenty-two million persons in social, civic. The school is stilt :nore ad:(luate met11~rls ~f civic I 00~, New Orleans l\J,000, Mem- Washington, D. C.-Every acre 

round numbers ,vere enrolled in only supplementary. Any agen- matruct10n for :tdnlt 1m1mgra,nts phis 9000. of nonproducing tillable land 
educationaJ institutio11s in the cy. tllerefore, that would p1·n· and for the stimnlation and prn· S:)oradic efforts show us that should be nut to work or sold, 
United States in Hll-l. Of these mote rig·ht edumttion most effect· motion of public discussion and there is a shorter way to the re• says a new public1tion of the U. 
more than Hl,000,000 were en· ually must find some means of dedatc-i of questions of general duction and elimination of illiter- S. Department of Agriculture, 
rolled in elementary schools, and cooperating with tl,e home and and local 1rnblic intere:'lt in col• 1, acy than to wait for time to do Farmers' Bulletin 7-!G. Many 
the rest in secondary schools of helping parents, who are the leges, schools, clubs and soeial away with it. These grown-ups farm,rs would make more 
and in colleges and universities. most constant-and should be centers. Cftn be taught in schools especial· ! money if their business were 
1'1w teachers for this eclucatienal the most effective-teachers of 'l'he problem of rural educa· I ly organized Ior them. j luger, but the size of a farm, 
army nul!1bered 700,000. 1n their children . tion continues to occupy tbe at- i One of the most notable at- from a fina.ncial standpoint, is 
point of growth the public high La,st year t,, 0 nG'.Y divisions tention of our educators and tempts recently made to teach measured not by the number of 
school stilt presents the most were established in t,he Bureau school authorities Its prog:·cs-; these illiterates is that begun by acres embraced in it but by the 
impressive tigures; the enroll- of Fducation, the Division of Civ- during the lctst year i;; seen not Mrs. Cera Wilson Steward, number that are producing 
ment for last year is greater by ic Education and the Division of alone in the actual achievements I superintendent of schools in crops, p!1sturing animals eco• 
nearl.r 100,ono tlrnn for the pre· Education of Immigra1,ts; the of the ye:u·, bu tin tlle advanced ! Rowirn Oou!1ty, Kent1.1cky. Af- nomically, 01· supporting a 
ceding :)'ear. The cost of edu• fil'st in cnoperation with the position t~drnn by leading s di:c:l· tor having· st.udicd the conditions growth of marketable forest 
cation was, as nearly as can be National Municipal League, the tors r elative to niral edu ,.~~, tion of the county, Mrs . Stewart de· products. Nonproductive acres 
(!Stimated, 750,000,000, a relativfl· second with the North American and rural·iife pi·oblem:~. Xe~~+,, cidt,d to ow111 night schools for are loafer acres, and the money 
ly small amount wlion compared , Civk:. L•~~r~u:~. The division of I four milliun illiterate persons i;l I ntk1L-; on moonlight nights in the tied up in them is dead ca])ital. 
,,.'.th 1~~ny '.terns in ,~lw_ .P~~lic / HGm~, _1~:~nc1iti~1-~, rnaintaine_d in; this :~untry live in meal com-j pub~i (: , :,.~i: ~.0i houses_. All. the On every farm, however, there 
expen~e. less tlmn one thnd .,he , COO])•.cltlo!Oll w1tu the Nat10ual I 111Ul11. tw_s, lll small towns, Vil· t1.::ft(; ll1.:: ,,: 'JL t.he ne1ghbo1hooll ftre certain areas necessarily de
nation's exuenditure for alco-, Congress of Mothers and Parent- lages, ,rnd the open connk.v. Jn l respomlec!, <,.rtd began by visiting voted to nonproductive uurposes. 
holic liquors, and less by a hun- Teacher Associ:1ti0:is, has been :,,ome p,~rt,s of tile lbitu'i SLUcte:~ ! lhe r,e0nle tht-oughout the coun- 'B'ences, ditches, lanes and builcl
dred million:, than tb3 value of enh.1,g;.orl since it.s esi;ablshment iJl.itera;:•y in the 1 .. 11.itl ;,,m;.:il1:-.t:u,, f t .y and 1~xplaining the plan. ing lo~s produce nothing them• 
exports from the harbor of New two years ago. Other special is trom twn to fl,;,, tim~~ greater More than 1200 men ancl wom-

1 

selve$, but they are frequently 
York in HllR. I ,hv;shm~ i-1re :hat of vo~a tionat than in the u:·ban population. en from eighteea to twenty-six e:,;sential to production on the 

Tile average sch?~l att~ml.J.nce I ~d_ucati?n, i~clnding t:2°0:T and Interest in consolidation of nrn.1 yeal's of a~e were enrolled the rest of the farm, Nevertheless, 
of the American c1t1zen m 1800, I maustr~es; . ,.,chool a~~i no~n_e :::;,Jhools 1ias greatly increased. first e\·ening! 'l'hey came troop· they may occupy in the aggre
accorcling tu Dr. E. A. Ross of I Garclennu.( m coot>era~?on w1tn The people are slo\\ 1.v but surely ing ove1· the hills and out of the gate a considerable percentage 
the University of Wisconsin, was the Inte r, ::c.:L:n:~~ Child Wcl:are I becoming com:nced tliat th·~ Lolluw-s, some to add to the of the available land. It is a 
only 8~ days. It is now 1057 League; Rura.l I:c~ul'.ation a11d one-room, one-teacher rural rnei,her education received in th€ part of efficient farm manage
days. A generation ago free Higher Educatio1:. school bas, in t'.1e main. outliyeu ir.::vJequa~e schools of their child· ment to see to it that this per· 
education in most communities The Kindergarten Division its usefulness a11d that, wherev• hood, some to receive their first centage is no higher than neces-
consisted of an elementary has already developed into an er feasible and possible, the con- lesson ~n reading and . writing. sarv. 
school course in which the chil· important agency for the Pro· solidatP-d rurd school must take Amo::g- these pupils ,vne not In this connection, some in· 
dren wel'e taught the three R's, motion of the educatica of young its place. Prog-ress in rural eel- oniy iliiterate 'ifirmers and their teresting figures are giyen by 
together with a modicum of his- children, altho it was established ucation is still slow, however. illiterate wives, sons, and <laugh- the bulletin already mentioned 
tory and geography. Public only in the S[lring of 1913. 'J'he states and Urn Government, ters, but also Hliterate mer- in regard to the amount of land 
high schools had, of course, be• There are in the United States meantime, are doing their best chants, ministers, and land- occupied by fences of different 
~un to develop, but attendance apr•roximatel.v 4,000,000 children to eliminatP. the causes which ow11e1·s. Think of the tragedy kinds. lt takes, for instance, 
there was small, and the majori- between the ages of four and six may bring about illiteracy. in these words, uttered by a only 209 rods of untrimmed 
ty Of communities made no such years, which is ordinaril.v con- E woman of seventy: "Oh, to be 11edge and only •_:>14 r·ocls of zi'gzai:.r ,ducation, as a national urob· ., -
provision for public education. side:-ed the kindergarten age. lem, has two fields: one the child able to read my Bible and to rail or worm fence to waste an 
Now we h:ci,,e reached the }loint While some formal education in l write to my grandchildren!" ac1·e of ,vhat _111il!_ ht be l)t·oduc-from t 1e kindergarten age until . , 
where 'Ve consider that it re· the_ kindero-arten or elsewhere Other schools, of similar charac, t1·ve l,a.ncl. Ii'or tl1e sarne ex-' ,., the age of majority has been . . · 
quires twelve years to give an : wouli be help_tul for all o_r most . ,1 d· 1 · 1 . •n" .11 . ., ter, were established here and penditure of land one can run 

1eac rn , tie ot 1e1, .;, .e 1 . .1tei,tte th . tl U •t d St t p 
individual an education that ;)ts, of these, the home conditions of l 1 · · ere 111 18 m e a es. u- -!59 rods of woven wirE and 4 73 

. . , . ac n ts. / . · 11· l t 
for life and prepares for the at least half of them are such <>.s • • •. ~,,• •- ~· ;• • • .. p1ls were w1 mg irnc eager o rods of barbed wire. Other 

. I . p bl' t l th d d f l d '1 The JJJ oblem ot i;! ••. ,tL ill. u:)l ac_y enroll duties of citizens up. . u 1c ,o ma rn e eman or sue 1 e · . . . . · considerations, of cou1·se, mrty 
. . . · a:, · 1t confronts us wday 1s no 'I'l · tt 1 · t education has beCO[!H:i our great- uca,t10n imperative. Only about, 

1 
. f t· 1ese sea erec expenmen s make it desirable to use the 

· · · l · 3000 000 f tl I ·· 1 · onger 'i•Ilf~ 0 race or sec 1011 • and thei. r success, even under · est smgle socia e:1terpr1se. · , o rnse c lllC ren are Th . t _· ,, tl t k f hedge or the worm fence, but 

I 
11 d . 1 J . ~ e imr,or .. ,•,nee Oi Je as O very difficult circumstances, Great strides t1a,. e been madr• enro e rn t 1e rmuer!.!:u-t.011. 1. , t· .... t b the waste involved is a factor 

• • · , • , • • 1 e 11n111a mg HH eracy cannot e I ,_ l t · · tl 
I. 1 bette1·1·11cr our· -,r1 ··c"t1·on°l There is little hope of w,anncr 1 • · · • rave oeen snc 1 as 0 mspire ie that should not be overlooke,1. 1 "' , .u..i •• "· j. • • . : . · 0 under est1m,,,ted, when we eon-
s. ,._,tern du1·1·n« i·ecc•ut, ,·ear·,: ,. this huge ar.m}_' of ch1ltrren ex· · 1 tl t ti I r· rl() ' ' bope that. with the cooperation,· Similarl.v, fann lanes often 

J ., '"' '° •' -· . · . sic er Ht , 1ere are neal'. v J.•. ·,,. 
Education beo-ins at birth and cept by makmg the kmdergar• 000 'll't t - · · , of :--chools, churches, pl.ulan· j ma.Y be eliminated b" a simJ)le 

.., ' · 1 1 erases m the United · · · J 
the first years of life are the , ten a pa1·t of the j,libli<.\ school 8 tl11·opic societies, cities counties, 1 rearrangement of fields, head-

tates, nearly all of Yd1c,m h:we , l F d 1 G 
most im\)Ortant. American chil- ! :,ystem in 0ver.v eit.v, town or states anei t 1e e era oYern- 'lands, or turning- spaces at the 

I reached thdr majot'it,,y. 'The full th t · ·t f tt 
dren are in school less than four vill'.tge. By doiHg t!1is, n,Jt only me nt, ·, e grea maJori ,Y 0 ie edges of fields, avoided; ancl the J_ll 

, ld 1 meaning- of these figu n is wi!I 1
JG i::ve ... ·<' O"e lialf int'llion ittiter · "I.I. 

l)ercent of thei1' time from birtl1 ', wou two :-·t::>c,rs be added to t le .. '"1 
·
1 '" · ' · farmstead itself, the grom,l of 

better understood if ( MI-.Y thaL · 1 u ·t l St 
to their•twenty-first, year. Loss I period of ecii:i 0i1Uon of mil:fon s of ates 111 t.ie ni et ates may, farm building,:; with t.11eir lots 
of life or health, arres t of devei- chiidren whose educat.i;m'ii,l ]ife in double line of marcb, :i t inte1·- in a few ymu·s, be taught read- and yards, the garden and the 
oprnent, the f0rmation of vicious m : st at best be all tco short, but vals of throe feet, tllese illik , · I ing. writing and ~~mE.thing orchard, made compact. In the 

a l>err1nning in the formation of ate p::J'i;ons would exteu<1 over a more; while millions of thosf'l 
habits, or the ftcquireme.ut of - - di:-;t,~uee of about 1500 miles; 

1 
h . d case of the farmstead, however 

false ideas aud ideal~ i.n thesE> moral and ,social habits- not q . , . , • t ., L f "S \V iose sc 001 ays were vei·y considerations of health and at-
., 1 c.!,Lv ma1c111ng ?. a l,l~e O ;;; f . l l't' 1 b ti 

years may render impus.;:fole or PO"'SW e ht ,,er - could be made, i • . ·1 d ·t ld . ew and w 10 are I tie a ove 18 tractiYeness may well justify a 
l·neffect1·ve all .efTtorts 2..t e<luc.at1·011 I/ and muci1 couid be added to ti_1e_ ,i o11 es tal at.v : . wtolu f reqtlmre line of total illiteracy, may be r l . - . . . . more ian wo 10011 18 or , iem s 1g 1t sacrifice of economy. 

R I. · l 11 <l1v1<lual d 1 t 1· 1 helped to ma,ke good to some ex-in later years. ea 1zmg t, 1P. J eve opmen ' 0 t.le t , , , o-· . · t A ·0-1 t While a little l)lannir1g often ,v,·tt · · 
' I ·1, · l · 0 pass a .,iven pom · mi,.. 1 Y t,, 1t ~'-•e'1· cletic1·enc1·e, clt1e to / : ·'. "'uprerne 'tnl)ortance of ;;he prot)· ,, 1;.r:ren mt 1ese very 1111oortant . . . , ·1 ci, ' ~ 1 • 1 · · ·· 

"' ' t · • . army 1s tlus, wit.Ii oanners. of l .•- . ·t _ . 1 'ldl d resu t mt 1e saving of much land • .J 
e . ca e .: ~hildren in these earli• vear.-; 0f then· hv~s. . . . . . ac,·. of oppor tum y m c 11 100 . "' · ., 1 , r 0~ l,. " • •· darkness mscr:bea wir.h 1;lie 1 ______ now devoted to these unproduc- .i__ , .fi 
est years, tbe Division of Home The Division of Civic Ednca· legends of illiteracy ~,,nd ii::-nor- j Japan's Wonderful Pro1tress tive uses, a more difficult prob- \ J i/ 
Educatl·on •·vas formed to invest1·- •,·on a1·1ns to 1·11vest1·0-ate metl1ods 1 1 l I t · t d b · l d 

• ' " - -< · ance. 1e p essness _11:...nd hopeless- The Japanese are rapidly be- em 1s presen e y waste an I , 
gate means and methods of im• of teaching, in the schools and ness-too large for the greatest coming the most educated peo· -land that is rendered nntill- / •· 
proving education in the horn~, elsewhere, those things that d f t · 1 · able by swamns, ravines, / 
to assist parents in directini;r the pertain directly to the duties a1~~

1

~:~. ;he s~~:;·
1
:f :;s~::~?. J ~!~·it~: ~::s. w~;d\11~"- P~::~::~ rocks, slopes, etc., wood- /' · 

play of their young children, and and responsibilities of citizen• t· · t·t t· Th l / 1 d tl t cl e noth't o- ; era 1c ms 1 u ions. e ast rate of progress Japan will soon, an m pro uc s 11.., 
above all to bring about a more ship in a democracy, and of census showed that there were have the smallest percent of /I salable, and pastu_res that are 
intelligent cooperation between membership in larger and smal· more than two million illiterate illiterates anil the largest oer- too poor to be profitable. Some r,.:I 
the heme and the school, so that ler communities, and to foster males of voting age; in some cent of children of school age in ar~as are, of cour.,;e, .h0peless, t 
both may wcrk toget,her intelli• the desire and will so to live and states and in many counties the attendance in her schools. The and in th~t case the~ shC.1ld be .. { , , 
gently for the welfare of the act as to promote the public wel- illiterate voters hold the balance Natfonal Christian Educational left out of the reconmg altogeth- y , 
children, and to the extJrit the fare. of power in any closely contested association and all the Protestant er. Before this is done, howev• ( • 
education of ho.vs and girls who It is generally conceded that election I er, it will pay to look i'lto the .. · · _. missions of Japan have made 
have_quit school, by stimulating the methods now in common use Illiteracy, as l have said, J)re• 'illans f . 1 possibilities of Jlrofitable 11!-) or a, great mten enomi-
and directing their home readiniz- for teaching the duties of citizen• vails to a greater extent in rural national university, and the ad- clamation. Many untillable fielt'j 
and stud_y. shiJ) are inadequate, and there is districts than in cities; the great· d f for exam1lle, may be turned i_ ,, ·., vance schools or girls are get-

The home, the primitive and a strong demand for help in de est number of illiterates are be· ting together in ,projecting . a prc,ductive pastures, or if 1; 

primary institution for the erl1.1- veloping better methods. On tween the ages oftwenty:fiveand great Christian college for worn- will not grow enough gra,:: _¼ 
cation of cLi.ldr:.':. . i:.: still t,1,, . ! ti1 0 ut.her hwci, successful ex- thirty-five year~.> In 1910 the en to open in 1916. Japan is make this economical they 'tl 

~ost"imrmrtmntrai,;.:.;,o...,,_ .;,,., ni!i,. i nP.riments have been made here total ,:,,,:rnb,ff u:: w·h;t,, illitetai;,o.-; more oµen to Christianity than be used for the production,,/\/ 
cation for life-moral, mental, and there W IC 1 s~e . · - . . ·~· ~ nt• "" llf'il>'!. one mil- : at any time since the early timbel'. On the other har., .. _r '. 
physical, ind us trial, economic. the way to better results. To hon than the totnl of negro 1 1 et·- "' tless;--. _________ l l h ( 

____Jrequent y 1appens t ::i.t t · 
. _it.. 

., I;_ 

i \ ·>--
A ·•~-

' ' .J 

l 
·i ' . 
' 



Entereu as sccond-elas s mo tter 
March?., l\lll, at the post omce n.t 
Prai\'i(, Vi ew, T ex:\;, nndct' theaet of 
~lal'ch i) , 18i~L 

Su1Jscriptio11 Price 

Yt:i.~ l' ................... ' .. . GO Cents 

Spccinl Notice. 
l"l'lll i ltU.lll' l'S l'O t• subs c.: l'ip t ion 

:tn(l i.i ll co1·1 ·l ,:-;poncl\ 'l1 C~~ pp1· tainin~t to 

;-;ub:-;e1·ip! io11 s ~;li<1t1 l ll hn ntlll n• ~:-;(~d to 

tlw l-'1·;ti 1·i•_, \ "j ,,,,.- S t ;,ndal'l1. Uo x 1-L 
t'l'il i 1·i1' v:(_•\\' , 'J'vx:.1 :,;. al ] 1.lH )lil '_\' 

ch.· 1·:.; l.;.: ln~- lliac.ll' pay <t !Jli.· 1 n 
i>1 ·ai1·it • \.-i t' W St:tndar-tl. 

HE!lE\'I YOUR SUESCEiPTI01L 

01·

th,· 

A blue pencil mari! a, Urn heatl of this 

colt:liill iiH:!catas that YO!!i s!1bsGnplicn 

t1as e:q:irzd. The puii!:shei0 of The 
Siai:un:: ·;;ii! be glRLl to ke&p your nsn:c 

clc~t(~1·1n·!1}.l~~ t'!li~ ,~::.rn·111~,; capacity 
or:,. Jar:;1 an(l t:;,1t, clioulrl. tlic•1·< 1 • 

i'c1 n', (lctc-rminc: ih priee . 
..,-_,,._,,...~"\U'<7.-r.:.C".:-:-ra.~~ . ----. .. --~ ---- -----

.:\'cn1· that s cli on! cliiirl1·c•11 
L! 1rnn g·liout t lk c·,·'.., 11tn· an' en 

arH1 
!)cl;.,, n.- ,, , _; ·; ; ; :_·Ilt,;· :d .i le than c\Tl' 

tn ::.-:·'.'.--_· "Ll1c iJ·~ :~:iy v.xccll c~ 1t- :,se:-; 

.I lH:\ :. <L, H ! t l1 ,; :1.dLL,rl cxpc,n s 2 

l 
neato;-s sltonld take a11otlier step 

foi· t1 :·n--.·n(Hl ,vhicl1 ·will fol ow j - •it 1 · I ·i·t l t l, ,iL \\'1 tcac: 1 i.!reater t 11'I anc 
rile., tli,- ;a J>!"-' :t ranc(: or t,Ji e timber le:,,; ,vaste t~ the Ameriean 
m,i,;t. :dl l.Jc t;d,en into accomit. 

s c liool e liildren. 'l'his step wo1,ld 
Wi t h 1rn,1:ocdcrl areas, the ac1y j,,. 

ahilit.\· nf b r ing'in g tliem under 
tlic pl"·.1.· nu,.: lJ ,. : <1 c t,L! l'!11in e d by 
c::ornp,ll'i!~ ~; tlH! prob:Lble cost 
•y itil 1 llc market pfr_;c of guor1 
:, l'::iJk \anc1 in tl1c, neig·!Jborlwod. 

tl w rc is Jo1· Uw farm e r to amid 
wa:-;te in the ntili ?.atinr, of i t . 
i-; si ;~11i tic::.rn L ho·;,ever, tlia t the 
inv<::~ti: ;ation ,~ ol' the D(1 pa rtrnent 

b e tile c::;t.-i.btislim ent at ·p tilJlic 
s cl10ols of depot,, ,Ylwrc ynlnable 
rnaterirrts could be c: ,; :,'-!11 11Jlc ll 
and tt1evalne of each 1iartjcular 
item br0t1g·ht in hy the e;hilfl 1o 
be cretliteJ to his or li er savings 

''In <! Yery lton sf•hold in 

,;~:.: 
i~ .s '"d 
,- i:., 

~ ~ 
r:; ~ 
~ Vi 

:-::: -

l·:stablis!, cd in lSi!J duriu;;· Gor. O. / 1::0J0. 
~L lio1 .1c1 ·t!'i: ac1nii11istrntinn. J?ot· t!ic i ~\ n1 Pn,~· the hi1:niing ii:iph'HlCtH:--, 

fil'.-;t fifk l'n yca1·s nc1 1·ci· t'L•.t<·l1 L•(1 :rn I o,•:ncd hr t!Jc ,\gr·icu ltm·nl D,·pat-t
ent·oll111c-nt of OH•J' 140. Dul'ing the ! m ent n1 ·,; ,L gasol ine, L·nginc Joi· eu l 
pa.~t J!J yc•:11 ·.-; wi t n, ·sst-'<1 ': i gn.':, to.-;t i lin :c· :11,d _:n·inuing, a :r1·:id,•1·, eutt c•i· 
dcvc-h,i.J111 211 t, f' !ll'r: 1iiP{·ii t , ··: ,,_d t·ally : t~nd ldor-;u 1·, eult.1 vnt 1.> t·s , eo1·n 

111
:,al 

ill :..'. ~·1.•n:-;(•(1 fn \, !l J.lU to 1: ,::1' 1 ' t;:;,n ( !'.)')! !:fl'i!L.1 :.·1· : : 11a pot;1tu c11 .~·.:-:: c i. •. 

i :~~•yi :·1;.;· t he. ~:C'ssi ons i~- ~1-.I:\ j!)]:?-L;: Th(• :;cl1oul o·,\·ns a. clni1·y l1t.: 1·c.1 of -~;J 
n.nd l!ll :\ -1-L 

o!i ict•1· :-; un jt ::; 1·L\~·!:: ;,11· sti.~.ffi 1 , ·. !,1·~ 1:-;t~21t

i11g th t: foJI ·.i-J.n.~· j nsti~ i;J; nr f: : Y\Til 
lJt:·j•fo1·e,·~ St r a i ;...:·ht 1; ni ,··~ :~-- ~~ .~- . c :1i cn -
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