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DEVOTED TO THE EDUCATIONAL AND GENERAL IMPROVEMENT OF THE NEGROES OF TEXAS

VOL. VL
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Eoducating

Rhilander P. Claxton, WUnited States Commissioner of Education
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Twenty-two million persons in
round numbers were enrolled in
educational institutions in the
United States in 1914, Of these
more than 19,000,000 were en-
rolled in elementary schools, and
the rest in secondary schools
and in colleges and universities.
The teachers for this educaticnal
army numbered 700,000, In
point of growth the public high
school still presents the most
impressive figures; the enroll-
ment for last year is greater by
nearly 100,000 than for the pre-
ceding year. The cost of edu-|
cation was, as nearly as can be |
estimated, 750,000,000, a relative-
ly small amount when compared
with many items in the 1)ub‘(ic¥
expense; less than one-third the!
nation’s exvenditure for alco-
holic liquors, and less by a hun-
dred millions than ths value of
exports from the harbor of New
York in 1913.

The average school attendance
of the Amernican citizen in 1800,
according to Dr. E. A. Ross of
the University of Wisconsin, was
only 82 days. It is now 1057
days. A g¢eneration ago free
education in most communities
consisted of an elementary
school course in which the chil-
dren were taught the three R’s,
together with a modicum of his-
tory and geography. Public
high schools had, of course, be-
gun to develop, but attendance
there was small, and the majori-
ty of communities made no such
provision for public education.
Now we have reached the point
where we consider that it re-
quires twelve years to give an
indiyidual an education that Its
for life and prepares for the
duties of citizenship. Public
education has becorue our great-
est single social enterprise.

Great strides have been made:

in bettering our oduicational
system during recent years.

Education begins at birth, and
the first years of life are the,
most important. American chii- !
dren are in school less than four
percent of their time from birth
to theirtwenty-first year. T.oss

of life or health, arrest of devei-
opwent, the formation of vicious
habits, or the acquirement of
false ideas and ideals in these
years may render impossitle or
ineffective all eflorts at education
in later yecars. Realizing the
supreme importance of the prop-
er care of children in these earli-
est years, the Division of Home
Education was formed to investi-
gate means and methods of im-
proving education in the home,
to assist parents in directing the
play of their young children, and
above all to bring about a more
intelligent cooperation between
the hcme and the school, so that
both may wecrk together intelli-
gently for the welfare of the
children, and to the extent the
education of bovs and girls who
have quit school, by stimulating
and directing their home reading
and study.

The home, the primitive and
primary institntion for the edu-
cation of stili  the-
for odn.

~ior odn. . ner
mental,

economniie.
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cation for life—moral,
physical, industrial,

{tbe other hand, successful ex-

The school is still
only supplementary. Any agen-
cy. therefore, that would pro-
mote right education most effect-
vally must find some means of
cooperating with the home and
of helping parents, who are the
most constant—and should be
the most effective—teachers of
their children.

Last year two divisions
were established in the Bureau
of Fducation, the Division of Civ-
ic Education and the Division of

social, civie.

new

Fducation of Immigrants; the
first in ccoveration with the

National Municipal League, the
second with the North American
Qlivic The division of
Home ¥dueation, maintained in
cooperation with the National
Congress of Mothers and Parent-
Teacher Associuticns, has been
enlarged since its esvablshment
twe years ago. Gther special
divisions are that of vocational
Education, including trade and
industries; School and Home
Gardeniuz in coouveration with
the Inter::zicnai Child Welfare
League; Rurai Iiducation and
Higher Educatiot:.

The Kindergartei Division
has already developed into an
important agency for the Pro-
motion of the educatiom of young
children, altho it was established
only in the spring of 1913,
There are in the United States
aprroximately 4,000,000 children
between the ages of four and six
years, which is ordinarily con-
sidered the kindergarten age.
While somne formal education in
the kindergarten or elsewhere
would be helptul for all or most
of these, the home conditions of
at least half of them are such as
to make the demand for such ed-
ucation imperative. Only about
3000,000 of these children are
envolled in.the kindergarten.
There is little hope of rearing
"this huge army of chiluren ex-
cept by making the kindergar-
ten a part of the puhlic school
ystem in every «ity. town or
villnge. By deiug this, uat only
would two yesrs be added to the
period of eaucation of millions of
children whose educational life
nist ab best be all tco shorg, but
a beginning in the formation of
morat and =ocial habits—not
possible lawer-—could be made,
and muecii couid be added to the
individual development of the
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vears of their lives.

The Division of Civic Educa-
tion aims to inyestigate methods
of teaching, in the schools and
elsewhere, those things that
pertain directly to the. duties
and responsibilities of citizen-
ship in a democracy, and of
membership in larger and. smal-
ler communities, and to foster
the desire and will so to live and
act as to promote the public wel-
fare.

Itis generally conceded that
the methods now in common use
for teaching the duties of citizen-
ship are inadequate, and there is
a strong demand for help in de-
veloping better methods. On

neriments have been made here
[and there WHIGh SECIT b0 —strow.]

the way to better results. To

| ot s . . “1to pass a given point.
~hildran in these very immnortant

find and bring together the best
thought and experience on this
subject has been the first worl
of this division. Plans have also
been begun and have since been
continued for the development of
more adequate methods of civic
instruction for adult immigrants
and for the stimnlation and pro-
meoetion of public discussion and
dedate of questions of general
and local public interest in col-
leges, schools, clubs and social
centers,

The problem of rural educa-
tion continues to occupy the at-
tention of our educators and
school authorities Its progress
during the last year is seen not
alone in the actual achievements !
of the y butin the advanced
position taiten by leading cdnco- |
tors relative to rural educa ‘
and rural-life provlems. ¥
four millicn illiterate persons in |2
this country live in ruval com-
munities, in smali towas, vil
lages, and the open count:yv. In
some parts of thie United Siate
illiteracy in the raval povulation
is trom two to five tiu as greater
than in the urban population.
Interest in consolidation of roral
schools has greatly increased.
The people are slowly but surely
becoming convinced that the
one-rooia, one-teacher vural 3
school Las, in the main, outlived ;
its usefulness and that, whevev-
er feasible and possible, the con-
solidated rural school must taks
its place. Progress in rural ed-
ucation is still slow, however.
The states and the Government,
meantime, are doing their best
to eliminate the causes which
may bring about illiteracy.

Education, as a national vrob-
lem, has two fields: one the child
from the kindergarten age until
the age of majority has been
reached; the other, the illiterate
adults.
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The problem of adult illiteracy

as- it confronts us i{oday is no
longer one of race or section.

The importence of the task of
eliminating illiteracy cannot be
under estimazted, when we con-
sider that there are nearly 6,000,
000 illiterates in the Jmued,
States, nearly all of whom have
reached their majority. The fuli !
meaning of these figures will he!
better undeypstood if I say that
in double line of march, at inter-
vals of three feet, these ilfiter-
ate persons would extend over a
disiziice of about 1500 miles;
that marching at a rate of 25
require

miles a day it would
more than twomonths for them

A mighty
army is this, with hanners, of
darkness inscribed with the
legends of illiteracy sand ignor-
ance, helplessness and hopeless-
ness—too large for the greatest
degree of material prosperity
and for the safety of ¢ur demo-
cratic institutions. The last
census showed that there were
more than two million illiterate
males of vyoting age; in some

states and in many counties the
illiterate voters hold the balance

of power in any closely contested
electivn,

Illiteracy, as | have said, pre-
vails to a greater extent in rural
distriets than in cities; the great-
est number of illiterates are be-
tween the ages of twenty-fiveind

thirty-five years., In i9i0 the
total pumber of white illitetaies
:eactor hy neprly one mil-

lion than the total of negro illiter:

;u\e

ates. Massachusetts had more
illiterate men of voting age than
Arkansas: Pennsylyania more
than Tennesee and Kentucky
combined. Boston had nearly
25,000 illiterates, Bailtimore 20,
000, New Orleans 19,000, Mem-
phis 9000.

Sworadic efforts show us that
there is a shorter way to the re-
duction aud elimination of illiter-
acy than to wait for time to do
away with it. These grown-ups

WASTE LANDS COST MONEY

Nonproductive Acres Mean Dead
Capital and a Loss to
the Farmer

Washington, D. C.—Every acre
of mnonproducing tillable land
should be put to work or sold,
says a new publication of the U.
S. Departinent of Agriculture,
Farmers’ Bulletin 745. Many
farm=rs would make more

can be taught in schools especial- | money if their Dbusiness were

ly organized [or them.

One of the most notable at-
tempts recently made to teach
these illiterates is that begun by
Mrs. Cera  Wilson  Steward,
superintendent of schools in
Rowan County, Kentucky. Af-
ter having studied the conditions

Hhe county, Mrs. Stewart de-
to open night schools for

a(
215 on moonlight nights in the
pubm, 20061 houses. All the
teachers of the neighborhood

responded, and began by visiting

;1}18 veople throughout the coun-

by and explaining the plan.

More than 1200 men and wom-
en from eighteen to twenty-six
years of age were enrolled the
tirst evening! They came troop-
ing over the hills and out of the
Lollews, some to add te the
meager education received in the
equate schools of their child-
hood, some to receive their first
lesson in reading and writing.
Amaong these pupils were not
only illiterate farmers and their
illiterate wives, sons, and daugh-

Linad

atu

ters, but also illiterate mer-
chants, ministers, and land-
owners. Think of the tragedy

in these words, uttered by a
woman of seventy: ‘“‘Ol, to be
able to read my Bible and to
write to my grandchildren!”
Other schools, of similar charac-
ter, were established here and
there in the United States. Pu-
pils were willing and eager to
enroll.

These scattered experiments
and their success, even under
very difficult circumstances,
have been such as to inspire the
Lope that, with the cooperation
of =schools, churches, philan-
thiropic societies, cities counties,
states and the Federal Govern-
ment, the great majority of the
and one-half million illiter-
ates in the United States may,
in a few years, be taught read-

ing, writing and something
more; while millions of those

whose school days were very
few and who are little above the
line of total illiteracy, may be
helped to make good to some ex-
tent their detficiencies due to
lack of opportunity in childhood.

Japan’s Wonderful Progress

The Japanese are rapidly be-
coming the most educated peo-
ple in the world, a recent
writer says. At the present
rate of progress Japan will soon
have the smallest percent of
illiterates and the largest ver-
cent of children of school age in
attendance in her schools. The
National Christian Educational
association and all the Protestant
missions of Japan have made
plans for a great interdenomi-
national university, and the ad-
vanced schools for girls are get-
ting together in -projecting - a
great Christian college for wom-
en to open in 1916. Japanis

‘more open to Christianity than
jat any time since the early
g

wess—————__‘'frequently happens that {‘

N
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larger, but the size of a tarm,
from a financial standpoint, is
measvred not by the number of
acres embraced in it but by the
number that are producing
crops, pasturing animals eco-
nomically, o1 supporting a
growth of marketable forest
products. Nonproductive acres
are loafer acres, and the money
tied up in them is dead capital.

On every farm, howevyer, there
are certain areas necessarvily de-
voted to nonproductive purposes.
Fences, ditches, lanes and build-
ing lots produce nothing them-
selves, but they are frequently
essential to production on the
rest of the farm. Nevertheless,
’oh_ey may occupy in the aggre-
gate a considerable percentage
of the available land. It is a
part of efficient farm manage-
ment to see to it that this per-
centage is no higher than neces-
sary.

In this connection, some in-
teresting figures are given by
the bulletin already mentioned
in regard to the amount of land
occupied by fences of different
kinds. 1t takes, for instance,
only 209 rods of wuntrimmed
hedge and only 214 rods of zigzag
rail or worm fence to waste an
acre of what might be produc-
tive land. Tor the same ex-
penditure of land one can run
459 rods of woven wire and 473
rods of barbed wire. Other
considerations, of course, may
make it desirable to use the
hedge or the worm fence, but
the waste involved is a factor
that should not be overlooked.

Similarly, farm lanes often
may be eliminated by a simple
rearrangement of fields, head-
lands, or turning spaces at the
edges of fields, avoided; and the
farmstead itself, the group of
farm buildings with their lots
and yards, the garden and the
orchard, made compact. In the
case of the farimstead, however
considerations of health and at-
tractiveness may well justity a
slight sacrifice of economy.

While a little planning often will
result in the saving of much land
now devoted to these unproduec-
tive uses, a more difficult prob-
lem is presented by waste land
—land that is rendered untill-
able by swammps, ravines,
rocks, slopes, ete., wood-
land that produces nothing
salable, and pastures that are
too poor to be protitable. Some
areas are, of course, hopeless,
and in that case they sh&uld be
left out of the reconing altogeth-
er. Before this is done, howev-

er, it will pay to look into the!

possibilities of profitable
clamation. Many untillable ﬁelef
for example, may be turned i*
productive pastures, or if t

will not grow enough gras
make this economical they ¢

be used for the productlon ff ﬁ

timber. On the other hax;l

.
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111 an acre if 90 percent of it is

but “How much am I paying for
the acres that are going to work
for me?”’ In the new bulletin it
is calculated that a farm of 100
acres selling at 8100 an acre will
cost the purchaser actvally 8111,

productive, and $200 an acre if
only 50 percent of it is. As a
matter of fact, the percentage of
improved I‘md in farms cast of
the Mississippi is only 59.5 and
west of that river only H0.8, Im—
| proved land, however, it shouo:
be noted, is uet alwavs the same
as productive lana. A good tim-
ber lot, forr example, is not im-
proved, but it may be highly
productive, and farm buildings,
fences stand on land that is im-
proved but predoces nothing.
In the final wnalysis, it i= the
1 ihat
S the corning capacity
1 should,

il

N
i

amount of productive ling

detormines

of a faru and ihay s there-

fore, determine its price.
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nothing but
for

wihich
firewond
sumption ave permitted to occu-

lots
little

yield ;

home

valuable land.

In deciding whether such lots
should be cleared and tilled, the
cost of clearing, the increasced
fthe eleared land, the in-
terest the  investment, the!
salable value of the timber pro
Adiets, Pothe added ecxpense
for .*Er(\‘;w'x)(l which will follow
the disapnearance of the timber
nr.‘-:-r,‘.: all be taken into account.
With unwoeded arveas, the adyis-
ability bringing them under
the plow mty be determined by

compa the probable  cost
with the market price of good
arable lund in the neighborhood.

Ouviously, the higher the price
o luind rises the more inc 11'E1\'(‘¥

by

vaane o

Ot

il

pe

e
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there is for the farmer to avmd!
waste in the utilization of it. 1t!

iy signiticant, however, that thae
investigations ol the Departinent
ol Agricuiture have shown that
irrespective ol the price, tenants
1wt of their land
than owners.
rent for ench
not afiord to
idle. On the

s

1

put a greater

top

30

roductive |6
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The tenant

ays
«an
thee

t
tl

e man who has no
rent to pay may be able to gat
along: = produce of a part
only of his furw, and hoeis, there.

o likely to overlook the
value of the part he
'3 so deoing he is, of

Coulse,
nitics t(

U)rcv'ino; away opportu- |
welie money, but this is |

\-:. wporeciated by those!
o not grasped the impor-

not alwe
who ha

ool - S
tant ia U @t the avevage farmm
ix Ao sl for maximum effi-

ciom'\' und that in the majority |
of cases to increase the size of!

é““f farm buosiness is to increasoe
Athie profits from it. These own-

. henwever, who, realizing this,
oparating leased iond in addi-
Yo iheir are, like ten-
¥ careful to see that they pay
no loaler aeres.,

own,

«\K‘g, anyone who is buyinwe 0,[
B 11}(11\ the fmportanty
o i H()\\ mues s L

Sl e dor this oL "‘.

iis based

| Walter Henry Hull

es of old copper, iron, zine and
lother metals, all of which are
extremely valuable at present
on account of the war.

WAR TIME PRICES.
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may e putb, the oo sl-rrn-.i
ll!)(‘ 1o considee g \‘1‘.;@:‘5?1011{
’ vhat les been moie by o Minoes 1
apolis business man ax o “how |
the public cohiosls can ])rexo“t;
public waste.” The sueogestion|
on the iden that thel

Americon pecple are winsng the|
wost wastefnl of ail nations, :n‘x('!f
2t the only hope of ¢l ’”'w‘i"._f;
s is to bring up children to
realization of our economiic weal

Tie
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PENNY SAv
“Now that the

VINGD BRANKS

penny savings

banks are so well established in
many public schoosls,”  writes

the origina-
tor ¢f the idea, to the Suryey.
“It seems that the Awmerican ed-
neat Id talke another step
that will teach greater thrift and
less  waste to the American
school ¢children. This step would
be the establishment at public
schools of depots where yvaluable
materials could be :arah:a;imbled
and the value of each puarticular
item brought in by the child to
be credived to his or her savings
bank account.

“In every household
wlmtr}/ theos ar
in attics, closets, basements
ouatbuildings waste materials of
creat value in the arogate,
of little vaiue in swmall quan-
titi Tu fuct, the housckeepor
conziders them of sue- little
vatue that when the junk !

055 shoen

this
around

in

@ bine

il

bhut

Favs]

=<

calls he is politely told there iz
nothing around that would in

torest him.
Is there any class better it

ted to colleel waste materinls
and preserve  valuable  iteis

such as iron, glass,
wood, rubber and
other than  tho
school children? In every home
one goes into there arve piles of
vold newspapers and magazines
old rubbers and shoes, woolun,
sill and cotton rags, bottles and
otheyr discarded olasswu‘e, piec-

paper, raus,
innuinerable

comnmodifies

|
i |
i
!

“Since the war sclae rags
have gone up 500 per cent in
yvalue,  Woolen rags are almost
worth their weight in gold and
bringe moere than raw wool. With
crnce rubber at one dollar o
connd and  all the  warring

QuUiCe
no wonder

fionyg  cobbling  every

ey il seize or buy,
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