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PROTEIN FF~I" SITU.!ATIOH IN TF.XAS 
ANn SUGGESTED COHR~CTIVE MEASURES 

Situation for Current Period 

1 . The estimated vegetable protein feed needed in Texas for the period 

March 1 to August 1, 1943, is 380,770 tons, (Table 1) 

2 . The estimated amount of VRgetable protein feed available for this 

period is 140,000 tons, Thus, Texas livestockmen are short in t hei r 

protein feed requirement s by about 24.0,770 t ons or 63 per cent, 

(Table 2 & 3) 

3 , This shortage ha~ resulted largely fr om a decided increase in numbers 

of liv<Jstock, heavier feedi ng in r e sponse to favorable prices, and 

decreased shipments to Texas of cottonseed meal fr om the Southeastern 

States . 

S·c1ggested Corrective Measures 

To lessen the severity of the current situation , two steps 

may be taken , 

1 , Assure the best possible distribution of the limited supply of prot ein, 

2 . Encourage the greatest possible importation of soybe~ns for crushi ng in 

Texa~ oil mills , 

The Situation for Next Year 

1 , The estimated veget~ble protein feed needed in Texas for the period 

August 1 , 1943 to August 1, 191.4, is l,0L~3,000 terns , (Table 1) 

2 , The estimated amount of vegetable protein feed available for this 

per iod wi ll be 565 , 000 tons , a shortage of 478,000 tons or 45 per cent . 

(Tables 2 & 3) 



Suggested Corrective Measures 

:Sither one or a combination of the following means might be 

used to remedy this situation: 

1. Increase Cotton Acreage 

To the extent that Texas is to supply its ovrn requirements for 

protein feec, exrerience has amply demonstrated that cottonseed is the 

most dependable source. Past re search and experience shm1 that the 

production of soybeans and peanuts have decided limitations in Texas. 

Therefore, Texas must dep~nd on cotton for its principal snurce of 

protein feed. 

The government program restricts the cotton allotment to Texas to 

about 9,800,000 acres. About $,000 ,000 acres of this allotment were 

planted last year. As the program now stands, the prospects are that 

even fewer acres will be planted this year. 
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The urgent need for cottonseed meal for livestock feeding, vegetable 

oil for v1ar needs, the current demand for cotton hulls and linters, and 

the probable post-war needs for cotton. lint all point to the advisability 

of increasing cotton production, Therefore, Goverrn~ent regulaticns 

on cotton production should be liberalized and growers should be guaran­

teed full parity price with adjustments for desired qualities of cotton 

lint. 

The Congressional Acts governing cotton acreage or the regu­

lations, whichever is necessary, should be revised so as to permit 

temporary reallocation of unused allotment acreage in order to encourage 

the plantine of the entire 9,R00,000 acres of cotton allotted to Texas 

for 19L3. ~ach additional million acres planted to c,itton means an 

P,Xtra 50,000 tons of needed protein feed as well as the many other 

needed products of the seed. 



2. ~faking Vegetahle Frote:-n from Other ilreus 1;_va:i.lable 

Lant year I s volw-,1e nf soybean production has not br,Ern so hand led 

under the r,overnment rrof:ram as tn make the soybP-an mc a.1_ e.vailahle in 

the quantities nceclerl and at the tir~e ner~decl so far as th:i s Sta.t e is 

concerned. To snme extent this has also been true with respAct tn the 

peR.nut crop. Correctin::r this difficu:l. t:r v1011.ld, in pa1·t, rel:i.eve the 

situation in Texas. 
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3. Import Protein fr om South 1-1.merfoa 

Larr;e quanti tier; of an:i.ma l and cons~clerabl0. suppl:i e s nf ve('"e tahle 

pr0teins are av1:dlable j_n South ii.11eri.ca. It is likely , hn1·1e ver. that 

limitations in shipping s pace and polit•;_cal cons~ c1er a t; nns vdll preclude 

our fetting any appred able amount s n:' these supplies . 

L Reduce thP. Production of Live stock ancl J,ivestnck Prnducts 

Texa:-i f ;;;r·:"ff" f have responded to the government I s appeal to 

increase the production of livestnck and Uvestnck products . llnless 

a comricmsurate :i ncrec:i.se in protej n fe ed is macl e avaj lab l e , :it i s apparent 

that either the r,1arh, t ''!e:i.p.:ht e.,,d quality of such J.i vestock and live­

stock product s nill be lor:ered as a r e sult nf :i.nac!eriuate f 0,ed:i.ng, nr 

that the nunber of livf!stock must b e reduced. 
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Table 1. Estimated Quantity of Vegetable Protein Feed Ne8ded in Texas 
by Kinds of Livestock for Periods March 1, 1943 to August 1, 1943 and 

August 1, 1943 to August 1, 1944 

Item ;>Jiar. 1, 1943 to Aug, l; 1943 Aug. 1, 1943 to Aug, 1, 1944 
tons ~ .Q!'.!§. 

Dairy 129,220 310,000 
Beef 140,000 430,000 
Sheep 20,000 96,ooo 
Goats 3,000 10,000 
Hogs 64,550 155,000 
Poultry 24,000 42,000 

Total 3 8C2..z..72Q_ 11043,_sl~_ 

Table 2. Estimated Quantity of Vegetable Protein Feed Available in Texas 
for the Periods March 1, 1943 to August 1, 1943 and 

August 1, 1943 to August 1, 1944 

Item Mar. 1, 1943 to Aug. ll 1943 Au_g~ 1943 to Aug. 1, 1944 
ivieal tons tons 

Cottons eed 104,860 416,000 
Peanut 21,980 132,000 
Soybea 13,160 17,000 

Total 140,000 565,000 

Table 3, Difference Between Estim~ted Quantity of Vegetable Protein Feed 
Needed and Estimated Quantity Available for Periods March 1, 1943 to 

August 1, 1943 and August 1, 1943 to August 1, 1944 

Item Mar . 1, 1943 to Aug,r 1, 1943 Aug. 1, 1943 to Aug , 1, 1944 
tons tons 

Needed 380,??0 1,043,000 
Availab le 140,000 565,000 

Differe 1C9 240,??0 478,000 

Source of Information 
Table 1~ Livestock Specialists 
Table 2. Total feed figures for period March 1 to August 1, 1943, 

obtained from Cottonseed Crushers Association. August 1, 
1943 to August 1, 1944, figures estimates of committee based 
on past acreages and yields . Cotton, peanut, and soybean 
acreage estimates from State A.AA Office. 

Table 3. Calculated from Tables 1 and 2, 
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