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COOPERA'l,,IVE EXTENSION WORli. 
' 

AGRICULTUqAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE CF TEXAS 

AND UNITCD STATES DEPAATMIENT OF 

ACR ICU\. TURE COOPE4=1ATJNG 

IN AGRICULTURE AND 

I-JOME ECONOMICS 

STATE 01' TEXAS 

Preirie Viow, Texas 
Mr'rch 2 1 1946 

'IO ALL NEGRO COUNTY HOME DEMONSTRATION AGENTS 

Subject: Plt-:11s for National Horne Demonstration Week 

EXTENSION SERVICE 
COUNTY AGENT WORK 

I am. sure it ,dll interest you to lmov-1 that the week of May 5th 
has been selected for special observance of home demonstration 
1•!ork: 

The aim of this special week is to: 

(1) Obtain v1ider recocnition of some of the most important 
problems vihich may affect rural families: 

(2) .Acquaint more people viith the opportunities that home 
der.i.onstration work offers for the betterment of rural 
homes m1d community life. 

(3) Encouraco El ,·Jider participation of rural families in 
home demonstration pro~rar.is throughout the year. 

( '1.J Hi ·-hH: ·ht the help rural ,~omen have obtained thro uch 
particiµ:tion in home demonstration activities. 

(5) Givo recognition to the r.lElny contributions made by 
rural ,,omen '1hO serve as volunteer leaders in extension 
work. 

To make this week of most value, the cooperation of every member 
of the Texas Ne~ro Extension Service is requested. Your suggestions 
far carrying out the proposed plans are very earnestly requested. 

ivir-sh 

Very truly yours~ 

!J1AJ-t1u'zLvt-/ 
(Mrs.) I, 1'1~ Rovmn 
Supervisor of Ne~o Home Demonstro.tion Work 
and District AGcnt 

Pi 9. 'the Stato Loader presumus that o.gents will toke Annunl Leave 
if they want to a~t end the Educational Conferonco nt Prairie 
View on March 9th. 

nm 



COOPERA'l""IVE EX'l""ENSION WORI{. 

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE 0111' TE)CASI 

AND UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICUL ,.URE COOPE~AT JNG 

IN AGRICULTURE AND 
1-IOME ECONOMICS 

STATE 01<' TEXAS 

Prairie Vi~w, Texas 
Harch 11 1 1916 

TO: EnlW'.wRS, TEXJ.S N!::GRO NUTRITION crn!l !I'ITEE 

Deur Co-vlO rkcr: 

It is irapossible for us t o got Instructors for 
our proposed Food Preservation Conference in 
1forch or •• .. pril. 1'!ould you like to ha•re some 
other nctivity emphasized in Conference or 
Uorkshop'i' Plea.se specify activity e nd sum~est 
time a nd place. 

Very truly yours, 

~G.::.~--
(f;:rs. ) I • \: • Ro1vnn, Chai rmnn 
Texas Ne/µ'O Nutrition Committee 

EXTENSION SERVICE 
COUNTY AGENT WORK 

and Supervisor of No@'O Home Demonstration 1':ork 
and District 1,gent 
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COOPERA~"IVE EX~"ENSION WORI{. 

AGRICULTURAL .ANC Ml:CHANICAL COLLEGE OF TEXAS 

AND UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE: COOPERATING. 

IN AGiiICULTURE .AND 
I-JOME ECONOMICS 

STATE OF TEXAS 

Prairie Vim?, Toxos 
r.tarch 23, 1946 

'IO: I.rE:.IDER""; 01'' TIU:: TEXP.3 rmoRO HUTHITI on cm.t'UT'.l'lm 

Deo:r Co-;:o:rkcr: 

You 11ill fim~ attached infornr tion .::hkh I 
believe :rou will find useful ot this ttrne. 

J,.s you and oth ers tli scusn the prosr:nt yiorlc1-
l'lic1e food om0rr·cncy , mny I aue;c,:e -t th: t you 

. use this infor.m.r:tj_on f!S c:.r.hibi ts, illuatr~1 tcrJ 
lecture, ond in uny v;ay tr.at you soc fit. 

(Hrs.) I. ri . noi;nn, Ch£irman 
Hc,,ro Ul..;tri tion Corr.ni ttce and 

EXTENSION SERVICE 
COUNTY AGENT WORK 

Supervisor of Hccro Homo Dcmonstrntion .. ork 
encl Di.otrlct A.sent 

hJr-lv 
nttnchna.nt 

l'ay Postage 



COOPERATIVE EX'rENSION WORI{. 

AGRICU LTURAL ANO MECHANICAL COLLEGE OF TEXA9 

AND UNITED S T ATES DEPARTMENT OF 

AC:.RICULTURE COOPERATlNG 

IN AGRICUL'J.'URE AND 
I-JOME ECONOMICS 

STATE OF TEXAS 

March 5, 191,,6 

J;MP_Qfil'.filIT 

TO ALL COUNTY EXTENSION AGENTS: 

Rei The World Food Crisis 

EXTENSION !oERVJCE 
COUNTY AGENT WORK 

As I wrote you on March 4, a world food crisis of major proportions 
is being called to our attention in many ways. You and I and all 
the people in America will want to work hard all the year and later 
to help relieve it. 

Herewith attached are a few brief statements which we hope will help 
you help others (1) know how serious the situation is,(2) understand 
some of the things that have brought the serious situation about, 
(3) get a view of some of the national measures being taken to date 
in connection with it, (4) be able personally to do a number of 
things to help relieve it. 

All the educational agencies, all kinds of organized groups of men, 
women, boys and girls, the schools, the churches, the press, the 
radio, business organizations and establishments, individuals --- should 
be informed, If they are properly informed I believe they will, at onoo, 
find many things to do - and many things which they can keep on doing. 

IPT:JC:rld 
Encl. 
Postage Paid 

Yours very truly, 



~HE WflRLD FOOD CRISIS 

Prasidenl, Truman on February 6 said 

"For the world as a who1e, a ~ cr1.s1.s has developed which may prove to be 
the worst in modern timeso More people face starvation and even actual death for want 
of food today than in any war year, and perhaps. in al1 the war years combined . 11 

1 . Food is so short in Europe that 

INSTEAD OF 

THREE GOOD MEAI.S DAILY 

125 MILLION EUROPEANS HAVE ABOUT 

TWO MEALS DAILY 

28 MILLION PEOPIE HAVE ABOUT 

3300 calories (U.So aver~ge) 

2000 calories 

011: AND ONE HALF MEALS DAILY-- -- 1500 calories 

AND NUM!ERS OF PEOPIE HAVE ABOur 

ONE MEAL DAILY ~· 1000 ca1ories 
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2. Price control has held U. S. retail food prices somewhat in line, but the pres­
ent inflationary pressures are forcing focd prices up. 

THE COOT OF THIS BASKET OF FOOD 

1. After 'flat I, 1919-20 without price contra} was ............................ $8 ,58 

2. After War II, November 1945, with price contra] was ....................... $5 .17 

3. After War II, February ]946, with pressure on prices was .... . ............. ~5.59 

A list of vihat the basket cor.tains and the prices in the periods 1 1 2, 3, are given 
below: 

~ Costs 

After War I - 1919-?0 After War II-Nov. 1 45 After Viar II-Feb. 1 46 
Without Price ~Qntrol With Price Contrs;il \'IHh :Er1:::i~JJJ.:~ QD f;cic!:::~ 

Sug~r - 5 lbs. $1.34 $ .34 $,J8 
Flour - 5 lbs. ,88 ,64 ,70 
Potatoes - 10 lbs. 1.03 .48 .63 
Rice - 1 lb. .19 .13 .12 
Dried Beans - 1 lb. .13 .11 .13 
Corn Flakes .15 .07 ,10 
Bread - 1 loaf .12 .09 .12 
Round Steak - l½ lbs. .68 .60 .63 
Pork Chops - 1 lb. .50 .37 .36 
Eggs - 1 doz. .92 .50 .39 
Tea - { lb, .19 .24 .30 
Coffee - 1 lb. .49 .JO .33 
Butter - 1 lb. .78 .50 .54 
Margarine - 1 lb. .44 .24 ,25 
Milk - 1 qt, .17 .16 ,15 
Peas - #2 can .19 .13 • J1'7 
Corn - /12 can ,20 .15 .17 
Tomatoes - #2 can 118 ~12 :12 

$8.58 $5.17 $5.59 
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2, Price control has held U, S, retail food prices somewhat in line, but the pres­
ent inflationary pressures are forcing food prices up. 

THE COST OF THIS BASKET OF FOOD 

1. After Viar I, 1919-20 \Vithout price control was., .. ..... .. . . . , . ........... ,$8 ,58 

2 , After War II, November 194.5, V1ith price control was . ..... .. .... .. ......... $5 ,17 

3 , After War II, February 1946, with }'.lressure on prices ,7as .................. $5.59 

A list of what the basket contains and the prices in the periods 1 1 2, 3, are given 
below: 

After i'lar I - 1919-.?0 After War II-Nov. 1 45 
. Without Price Control With Price Control 

Sugar - 5 lbs. $1.34 $ ,34 
Flour - 5 lbs. .88 . 64 
Potatoes - 10 lbs. 1.03 ,48 
Rice - 1 lb. • .19 .13 
Dried Beans - 1 lb, .13 .11 
Corn Flakes ,15 .07 
Bread - 1 loaf .12 ,09 
Round Steak - 1½ lbs. ,68 ,60 
Pork Chops - 1 lb, .50 .37 
Eggs - 1 doz. ,92 .50 
Tea - -a- lb, .19 .2L~ 
Coffee - 1 lb, ,49 ,JO 
Butter - 1 lb, ,78 ,50 
Margarine - 1 lb. ,44 ,24 
Milk - 1 qt, .17 .16 
Peas - #2 can .19 ,13 
Corn - #2 can ,20 ,15 
Tomatoes - 1/2 can ,18 , 12 

$8.58 $5.17 

After Viar II-Feb. 1 46 
YJith Pressure on Prices 

$,38 
.70 
,63 
,12 
,13 
,10 
.12 
.63 
.36 
.39 
,30 
,33 
,54 
,25 
,15 
,)1'7 
.17 
012 

$5.59 



-THE \'lflRLD FOOD CRISIS 

Presidem, Truman on February 6 said 

11For the world as a whole, a {w crisis has developed which may prove to be 
the worst in modern times. More people face starvation and even actual death for want 
of food today than in any war year, and perhaps. in all the · war years combined , 11 

1. Food is so short in Europe that 

INSTEAD OF 

THREE GOOD MEAI.S DAILY ····--·-

125 MILLION EUROPEANS HA VE A BOur 

TWO MEALS DAILY 

28 MILLION PEOPLE HAVE ABOlIT 

3300 calories (U.S. average) 

2000 calories 

01'-l'E AND ONE HALF MEAI.S DAILY-·-··- 1500 calories 

AND NUMffiRS OF PEOPIE HAVE ABOUT 

ONE MEAL DAILY . . · - 1000 calories 
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REASONS FOR T~ WORLD FOOD CRISIS 

Some reasons for the present grave~ food problems · are: 
~, The 194~ total world food production was 12 per cent per capita ~ pre~-war 

production, • 
That's like baking a loaf of bread that is 

14 slices long instead of 

16 slices long 

In the U. S" 1945 f()o'd pr6ductioii was .33 per cent above the pre-war average 0 

We baked a loaf of bread, so to speak, that was 

1 1/3 loaves or 
21 1/3 slices long instead of 

1 loaf or 
16 slices long 

Think what the situation in the U, S, would be if our 1945 food production 
had been on the same level as that of the world average for 1945: 

Instead of a 
loaf of bread 
211/3 slices long 

Or one of 
regular size 
16 slices long 

We would have, 
in effect, a loaf 
14 slices long. 



• - ---· ·----- ""!" - - • . . . 

-Ja-

2. One region where the 1945 level of food production was very low was in cont i nen­
tal Europe and North Africa. It was 25 per cent below the pre-war average -­
nearly as much below as the U. S. was above. The reasons were (1) much of Eu­
rope was a battle field during part of 1945 (2) the fJ.editerranean countries ex­
tending through southern and southeastern Europe and north Africa had a severe 
drought in 1945 (3) possibilities for food production in rural sections of Eu­
rope where battles were not fought or armies did not pass v:ere lov1 because live­
stock had been driven off by the enemy. PJ ov1s and other equipment had worn out. 
Little or no fertilizer was available. Few good seeds were available. There 
were few able bodied people to labor in the fields. Many men had died in bat­
tle. Or they, and many of the women, had been forced to work as slave laborers. 
Or they were thrown in concentration camps. 

3. Highways, railways, and waterways over which food is distributed were destroyed. 
Or they have been left congested by the war. Trains, trucks, and boats needed 
to move food from the country to the town were destroyed by war. 
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~ MEASURES ~EING TAKEN :rn ~ ~1' m WORLD l'illlll CRISIS 

I. The Wheat Conservation Order 

Effective March 1 1 19,46 War Fc,od O~der #11+4 went into effect. Among otl1er 
. thingn ~t ar.d the Preside1~ii 1 s me:::sf'.grJ on February 6 call for (1) the flour 

e:r.:traction rata to be re.ised from 72% to 80% (2) the u;3e cf wheat for 
non-food and feed p'..!:::-poses s~,cn as br·ew5.ngr distilling, and ether indns­
tr:~al ur.es, to stop (3) '~be 'lfo,,e.t now bei::;2 feel. t.c J.ives·tock to b ,~ c ::,·1-
served for human food (/4.) the ccnservation o;: all fcod e specially brrJc>.d. 

l.Vm!~ ~~~ tb}~ ~J: llleA,_q? Ms! 1.-:.:sY ftoe_<J j._~ aff_0i:.t ~? 

(1) Each 100 lbs of whe~t will yield 8') E~s c~ flour instead of '7-:Y J.b3. 
Our naticnaJ. ::lou.r supply ca!1 be secured fro~ 248 m:;.llion buf:~els e:.~ wheat 
instead of 275 ;:rriJ lion bushels~ a::id we: 11 sa,re 27 rnillicn bui.:nols to ship 
to hcr.3ry nations. (2) Bakere and 1~Elers will ccn~.itue er,ri~hme"' t of 
both b:.·aad and family flm:.r with thilimine> riix,flav:i.n~ z:iacin, m:d i;.•on. 
D';.wing the vrar only 65% of the flour was enriched with the se subst.nnce s. 
Substituting tne new flour for the old will marlwdly improve the thiamine 
content of the other 35%, (3) 'l'ho .PT..£~~ .9.!;s.l.li,ti of flm1r of 81J?; extrac­
tion VJill be 1uuch better than that of 72% extrnction. (4J Bread b<ik.:d from 
tr.a ne;p f~.our ·,'li~! be cr•3arc? :i.n c::,lcr·" and viill have _gooj ccet\!]_g qua.lity; 
the flavor being slightly mere wt,.dnty. 

II. PresidGmt Truman on MondayJ Feb:::-uary 18, called for con-':.inuod emphasis in 1946, 
on home gardeni!}_g as a menas of nelpir.g relieve the cri~ical world food 
situation, He said: 

11Food is s~ill one of the most vitnl weapons in socuring a J3tnb:!.e and l~et~ 
peace. Fu:c-m-Jl'S and victory gardenEJrs of America must make every off0rt to 
to help provide the additior.aJ. fool~ that is so sorely needed. The deep s at­
isfaction tha.t t:i.ese food ,rcd·lcers will roceive from helping to rel i0v0 the 
critical stm·vation conditions abroad will be an additional reward for their 
extra offorts 71 , 

On February 28 the President called on Extension Directors to urge their 
workers to age.in niake gardenir,g a .11J..n,'t~r Ect~vi ty. 

JII. Secretary of Ag;:•:iculture Andorson on F0b:::-un.ry 21 revised 191~6 food proc',1.lct::.cn 
goals and called on fc.rnr.1rs 0~ the Dakotas, M,mtaua J and tb.!lt:GfC ~n t,:, p::affL 
1,000 9000 more acres/~HikJ~ He callod an the Corn Belt fanr,ers to p2.nnt 
1,000,000 more acres of corn. He called on farmers of other areas for addi­
tional acl'enges of corn and grai!! sorghums; for 1,100,000 acres soy b e"?.ns, and 
for 100,000 acres smnoth dry edible peas. 

N. Steps to satisfy the need for fats &bror.d t~ke the form of making i:ih7p3 avail­
able to move Phillipine copra, e.nd of pro·:iding for the export in 1046 of 
375 ,ODO tons of fat from the Unit ad States. 

V. Other steps being taken are for the U. S. to export 1.6 billion lbs mciat in 
first half of 1946, and to increase exports of dr.:.:.ry products, 

VI. Other steps are in the process of bcn;1g taken, 
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1. Save from waste all kinds of focd and feed especially bread and feed 
gruins. 

2. ProJuce, as far as is possible arid practical,the milk, eggs, meat, 
vegetables, fruits, cereals neoded by your family for a gc,od diet daily. 

3. Produce a variet.Y of m-:ic1t3 1 fr:.:.its, v:igetatles) cereals for use fr(is~ 
as many months as possibla, with as much to cc11serve aS' needed. 

4. Produce qigjtl,y no~rishing fcoc. 
Do special wor·k on soil in:proven:ont. Poor soils yield poor food, e.nd these 
make physically poor people. 

5. Do b0tter food buying. 
(l) Dcn 1t- h:rndle foods, :Keep then good. 
(2) Stt:.cly fooci gr·adcrn and labels. Knc,10 and b-.zy good quality food8. 
(3) Pool orders with your neighbors and buy scarce foods not grown 

locally. 

6, Continue to ·i.Jn_p:::_.:r~~ food preservDtion. 

7. Plan and serve E.~.i~~X me11J.s. Fellow tho Texa~ ~ .fil.§lnda_TI!. 

8. .912£~ foods b8tter. Save n:.~W&r:1~• Save £.lav_O_!, 

9. Improve your eating hnqits, Eat by the Texas ~qs Standard. 

JO. Produce b~~ter year round pastures by cont~olling brush end wnect:; 
by fertilizir.g with phosphates and-potash where adapted; by seeding nith 
proper clover·s and grasses, 

Produce and store an abundant supply of good quality b.~X and siJ~. 

11. Balance farm operntions by growing enough grain feed to take care of 
livestock and poaltry the year ro:m::1. 

12. Grow cash crops in line with the 1946 goals set by the U.S.D,A. 

Ti:~SE1 . .\'IJIJ.. illt~i FARM FAMIIJ:Jl:S ,A!jJl fil.Jf~ 

(1) Have enough food to eat. 

(2) Have food to share with others so thcr mny live. 

(3) Hold rotail food prices down so all people may be better able to 
buy what they need. 

(4) Avoid having n return of such controls ns re.tinning. 

(5) Be able to see the return of stable governments, nnd of peace 
and prosperity to the world. 
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