
Prairie View A&M University Prairie View A&M University 

Digital Commons @PVAMU Digital Commons @PVAMU 

Marion Henry Collection PVAMU Faculty and Administrator 

9-24-1978 

Dedication Ceremonies For University Buildings Dedication Ceremonies For University Buildings 

Prairie View A&M University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/marion-henry-collections 

https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/marion-henry-collections
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/faculty-and-admin-collections
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/marion-henry-collections?utm_source=digitalcommons.pvamu.edu%2Fmarion-henry-collections%2F47&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages




SOUVENIR PROGRAM 

DE:DICATION CE:RE:MONIE:S 

FOR 

UNIVE:RSITY BUILDINGS 

HOBART T. TAYLOR HALL 

OWENS- FRANKLIN HEALTH CENTER 

and Re-Dedication of 

L. C. ANDERSON HALL 

ANNIE LAURIE EVANS HALL 

GIBB GILCHRIST ENGINEERING BUILDING 

SEPTEMBER 24, 1978, 1:30 p.m. 

PRA IRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
DR. A . I. THOMAS, President 

Prairie V iew, Texas 



TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

CLYDE H. WELLS, Chairman Granbury 

RICHARD A. GOODSON, Vice-Chairm an Dallas 

H. C. BELL, JR. Aust i n 

JOHN R. BLOCKER Houston 

JOHN B. COLEMAN Houston 

ALFRED I. DAVIES Dallas 

JOE H. REYNOLDS Houston 

MRS. WILMER SMITH W ilson 

ROSS C. WATKINS Uvalde 

SYSTEM OFFICIALS 

JACK K. WILLIAMS Chancellor 

W. C. FREEMAN . . . Executive V ice-Chancellor for Administration 

JOHN C. CALHOUN, JR. Executive Vice-Chancellor for Programs 

JAMES 8. BOND . Vice Chancel lor for legal Affairs and General Counsel 

ROBERT L. WALKER Vice-President for Development and 
Director of the Development Foundation 

NELDA ROWELL . . . . . . . . . Assistant to the Chancellor 

LANE B. STEPHENSON . . . Assistant to the Chancellor for Public Information 

ROBERT G. CHERRY ...... Assistant to the Chancellor and Secretary to the Board 

BRENDA J. MANLEY . 

ALLEN L. SCHANDT . 

Assistant Secretary to the Board 

System Comptroller 

-2-

' "' 



PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 

DR. AL VIN I. THOMAS 

President 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS 

ALVIN I THOMAS 

MS. FLOSSIE M . BYRD 

......... .. . . President of the University 
Dean, College of Home Economics 

HOOVER CARDEN Director, Cooperative Extension Service 
RAYMOND E. CARREATHERS Associate Vice-President for Student Affairs 
SAMUEL R. COLLINS Dean, College of Industrial Education and Technology 
MS. R. L. BLAND-EVANS Dean of Women 
FRANK FRANCIS Director, W. R. Banks Library 
AUSTIN E. GREAUX Dean, College of Engineering 
HARRY G . HENDRICKS Dean, College of Education 
GRIFF W . KENDRICK Vice-President for Fiscal Affairs 
MS. JEWELLEAN MANGAROO Dean, College of Nursing 
EDWARD W . MARTIN Director, Division of Natural Sciences 
ERNEST MORGAN Commandant, Army ROTC 
IVORY V . NELSON Vice-President for Research and Special Programs 
FREDDIE RICHARDS . Dean, College of Agriculture 
FRED D. RICHARDSON Commanding Officer, Navy ROTC 
DECATUR ROGERS Vice-President for Physical Plant Planning and Engineering 
MS. BERNICE B. ROLLINS Dean, College of Business 
HUBERT D. SMITH Administrative Assistant to the President 
GEORGE H. STAFFORD 
MS. E. JOAHANNE THOMAS 
CURTIS A THOMAS 
OTIS S. WEBSTER 
WAYMON T. WEBSTER 
CURTIS A . WOOD 

Director of Adminissions 
Office of Academic Affairs 

Registrar 
Associate Vice-President for Student Affairs 

Dean, Graduate School 
Director, Information and Publications 

-3 -



=====================================n=============u E D I C AT I O N 

-.:.a..:..:...::-. 

Presiding: PRESIDENT ALVIN I. THOMAS 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

THE REVEREND W. VAN JOHNSON 
Dean of Chapel 

Prairie View A&M University 

MUSIC 
THE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 

Prairie View A&M University 
DR. ROBERT A. HENRY, Head 

HOBART TAYLOR HA LL 

OWENS-FRANKLIN HEALTH CENTER 
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PRESENTATION AND NAMING OF 
NEW BUILDINGS 

(At the Dedication Site) 

Presenters for: 

HOBART THOMAS TAYLOR HALL 

MR. CLYDE H. WELLS, President 

and 

MR. JOE H. REYNOLDS, Member 
The Board of Regents 

Texas A&M University System 

MRS. HOBART TAYLOR, SR. 

MR. HOBART T. TAYLOR, JR. 
(In Memory) 

EMORY R. OWENS - JAMES M . FRANKLIN 
HEAL TH CENTER 

MR. H. C. BELL, JR., Member 

DR. JOHN B. COLEMAN, Member 
The Board of Regents 

The Texas A&M University System 

MRS. JULIA OWENS 

MRS. LA URA FRANKLIN BROWN 
(In Memory) 

GIBB GILCHRIST ENGINEERING BUILDING 

MR. RICHARD A. GOODSON, Member 

MR. ALFRED I. DAVIES, Member 
The Board of Regents 

The Texas A&M University System 

L. C. ANDERSON HALL 

M RS. WILMER SMITH, Member 
The Board of Regents 

The Texas A&M University System 

DR. JACK K. WILLIAMS, Chancellor 
The Texas A&M University System 

ANNIE LAURIE EVANS HALL 

MR. JOHN R. BLOCKER, Member 

MR. ROSS CLARK WATKINS, Member 
The Board of Regents 

The Texas A&M University System 



PROGRAM-====================w=====~================ 

ACCEPTANCE OF 
DEDICATED BUILDINGS 

HOBART THOMAS TAYLOR HALL 

The College of Business 

DR. B. B. ROLLINS, Dean 

MR. LAWRENCE POPE, Student Major 

The Department of Speech and Drama 

DR. T. R. SHINE, Head 

MISS VONNIE WASHINGTON, Student Major 

The Department of Music 

DR. ROBERT A. HENRY, Head 

Student Major 

EMORY R. OWENS • JAMES M. FRANKLIN 
HEAL TH CENTER 

DR. EMORY R. OWENS, Director 
Student Health Services 

and 

MISS PAMELA JONES 
President, Student Senate 

Prairie View A&M University 

L. C. ANDERSON HALL 

MR. BRUTUS JACKSON, Director 

Career Education, Placement Cervices and 
Cooperation Education 

Prairie View A&M University 

MR. J. D. WILLIAMS 
Student in Cooperative Education 

ANNIE LAURIE EVANS HALL 

MR. RAYMOND CA RREATHERS 
A ssociate Vice-President 

Division of Student A ffa i rs 

MR. LANCE ALEXANDER 
President, Association of Junior Fellow s 

GIBB GILCHRIST ENGINEERING BUILDING 

MR. AUSTINE. GREAUX, P.E. 
Dean, College of Engineering 
t'rairie View A&M University 

MR. PHILLIP ALEXANDER, Student M ajor 

. . 
. 

:,.. ' 

:!k:..u..i : 

GILCHRIST ENGINEERING BUILDING 

INTRODUCTIONS AND REMARKS 
DR. A LVIN I. THOMAS, President 

Prairie View A&M University 

MUSIC 
THE ALMA MATER 

BENEDICTION 

THE REVEREND W. VAN JOHNSON 



HOBART T. TAYLOR HALL 

Spreading over 88,938 square feet of instructional area, the Hobart Taylor 

Fine Arts Building was built in 1977 at a cost of $4,376,500.00. It comprises 

the departments of music and drama and the College of Business. 

Hobart Taylor Hall provides each of these areas of study with features tailored 

to its individual mode of instruction. The music section has vocal practice rooms, 

piano practice rooms, piano studios, a recital hall and a band room; the drama 

section has the Charles Gilpin Theatre, a box office, men's and women's dressing 

rooms and costume storage rooms; and the business section is equipped with 

workrooms for computers and research, typing laboratories, executives seminar 

room and a dinette. In addition, each section has faculty and student lounges, 
libraries, seminar rooms and workshops. 

An exotic sculpture in front of Hobart Taylor Hall accentuates the modern 

design of the bui ld ing. Named the "Centennial," the sculpture was designed by 
Richard Hunt, an internationally recognized sculp tor. It is the only work of art by 
Hunt in Texas. 

The sculpture is made of Corten Steel, which varies in tone due to the time it 

has been rusting as well as to the handling of fabrication. The sculpture was sand­

blasted within the first four weeks, and uniform oxidation followed. In about two 

years, when oxidation is finished the sculptu re should have a rich brown color. 
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Order of the Program 

DEDICATION OF HOBART TAYLOR HALL 

MUSIC The Prairie View A&M Uniyersity Chamber Choir 
Dr. Robert Henry, Director 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

CALL TO DEDICATION 

LEADER: We come to dedicate this building to the glory 
and honor of God and to the past, present and 
future students of Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity. 

GROUP: Almighty God we offer up to thee praise anci 
thanksgiving for this good and perfect gift. 
Bless this building for its intended uses and 
our souls to thy service. For, Jesus Christ's 
sake A -men. 

LEADER: We gather to dedicate a building to the mem­
ory of a great American, an illustrous alumnus, 
devoted public servant: HOBART T. TAYLOR, 
SR. 

GROUP: It is right and proper that we do this for an 
individual who exhibited over-achievement, 
scholarship, responsibilily, civic consciousness 
and excellence in his daily life. 

The Reverend W. Van Johnson 
DHn of Chapel 

Pr,lrie View A&M Univeralry 

. . . ... Dr. S. R. Collins 
Dean, C~II~~; ~f l~d~strlal Education and Technology 

Prairie View A&M Univerairy 

LEADER: A man is wise who seeks to advance educa­
tion, discover and develop latent abilities and 
and the growth and guidance of mental facul­
ties; to cultivate high principles of character; 
to teach a true sense of values; to awaken and 
nurture and appreciation of real beauty; to 
train in good citizenship; and to instruct and 
participate in practices which represent Ameri­
canism at its best. 

GROUP: HOBART T. TAYLOR, SR. exhibited these quali­
ties and others which made him calm in adver­
sity, happy when alone, just in his dealings, 
rational and sane in the fullest meaning of 
that word in all affairs of life. 

Act of Dedication 

(Mrs. Hobart Taylor, Sr . and Mr. Hobart Taylor, Jr. will step forward and read) 

MRS. TAYLOR, SR. and MR. TAYLOR, JR.: 
For HOBART T. TAYLOR, SR. we dedicate th is building to 

FRATERNITY. 
GROUP: 
The Prairie V iew M ,;n and the Prairie View Woman link­

ed 1ogether in brotherhood and sisterhood. 
MRS. TAYLOR, SR. and MR. TAYLO~, JR.: 
For HOBART T. TAYLOR, SR., we dedicate this building to 

SCHOLARSHIP. 
GROUP: 
The Prairie View M an and the Pra ir ie View Woman seek 

lo be scholars. 
MRS. TAYLOR, SR. and MR. TAYLOR, JR.: 
For HOBART T. TAYLOR, SR. , we dedicate lhis building to 

RESPONSIBILITY. 
GROUP: 

GROUP: 
The Pra irie View Man or the Prairie View Woman is 

characterized by a concept of service. 
MRS. TAYLOR, SR. and MR. TAYLOR, JR.: 
For HOBART T. TAYLOR, SR. we dedicate this building to 

SERVICE. 
GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 

born lo be winners. They are fully committed to the 
principles of OPERATION SUCCESS. They are deter­
mined to succeed. 

MRS. TAYLOR, SR. and MR. TAYLOR, JR.: 
For HOBART T. TAYLOR, SR., we dedicate this building to 

a SUPREME BEING which we all accept. 
GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 

reverent. They acknowledge the presence of some 
force greater than man which is the cause for man. 

The Prairie View man and the Pra irie View Woman are 
f d If d " • 1 MRS. TAYLOR, SR. and MR. TAYLOR, JR.: 

responsible or truth , or er, se • ,sc,p ,ne. This building is dedicated to the youth of this state and 
MRS. TAYLOR, SR. and MR. TA YLO~, JR.: nation, for the continued growth of Prairie View A&M 
For HOBART T. TAYLOR, SR., we d edicate this building to University and the furtherance of EXCELLLENCE and 

SERVICE. in education everyw here. 

(Mrs. Taylor , Sr ., Mr. Taylor Jr., Mr. Wells, and Mr. Reync.,,cis cut ribbon, officially opening HOBART TAYLOR HALL. They 
wi ll then present symboltc key to the bu ilding to the student.) 

Presentation of Bu ilding 

Acceptance of Building 

Benediction 

-;- 7 -

Mr. Clyde H. Wells, Mr. Joe H. Reynolds 

Dr. 8. 8. Rollins and Lawrence Pope 
Dr. T. R. Shine and Vonnie Washing ton 

Dr. Robert A. f ;enry 

The Reverend W. Van Johnson 



OWENS-FRANKLIN 
HEAL TH CENTER 

The Owens-Franklin Health Center is practically the urban hospita l in its most 

compact and economic form. Constructed at a cost of $2,970,000, the 36,397 

square foot faci l ity was completed on March 28, 1977 to serve surrounding 

communities as well as the student body. 

Its construction is of structural concrete, precast concrete, and masonry with 

gypsum board partitions covered with preflnised and vinyl wall covering. The 

building has three floors (including a basement equipped to house 44 Inpatients 

(students) and hundreds of Outpatients. 

The Health Center contains the following sections: Doctor Examination and 

Treatment Area, Dental Area, Ophtha lmology, Cold Clinic, Gastro-lntestinal, 
Emergency Rooms, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Kitchen and Dinette, Orthopedic, 

Fracture and Plaster, X-Ray, Laboratories, and Family Planning. 

It is named in honor of Dr. Emory R. Owens, campus physician since 1942, 
and Dr. James Madison Franklin, Owens' predecessor . 

Franklin, a native of Graball, Texas, was graduated from Bishop in 1908 and 
w as conferred the Doctor of Medicine degree by M eharry in 1913. He became 

resident physician during the administration of J. Granville Osborne, who was 

also a medical doctor. He left in 1945 to establ ish his practice in Los Angeles. 
He d ied in 1967. 

Owens, who interned under Frank lin, received the M .D. dergee from Physician 

and Surgeon College, Boston, Massachusetts. He is a native of Smithville, Texas 
where his father had practiced medicine. 
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Order of the Program 

DEDICATION OF OWENS-FRANKLIN 

HEALTH CENTER 

MUSIC The Prairie View A&M University Chamber Choi r 
Dr. Robert Henry, Director 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

CALL TO DEDICATION 

LEADER: W e come to dedicate this building lo the glory 
and honor of God and to the past, present and 
future students of Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity. 

GROUP: Almighty God we offer up to thee praise and 
thanksgiving for this good · and perfect gitt. 
Bless this building for its intended uses and 
our souls to thy service. For, Jesus Christ's 
sake A-men. 

LEADER: We gather to dedicate a bui lding to the mem­
ory of two great Americans, one an illustrous 
alumnus, two devoted public servants: EMORY 
R. OWENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN. 

GROUP: It is right and proper that we do this for these 
two individuals who exhibited over-achieve­
ment, scholarship, responsibility, dedication to 
the healing arts, deep commitment to hu­
manity, and excellence in their daily lives. 

The Reverend Robert J. Moore 
Viec,r, s,. Franci~ of A '.n i ssi Episcopal Church 

Prai rie V 1t!w. T~x.u 

Dr. George H. Staffo rd 
Director of Adminions 

Prairie Vi~w A&/.\ Universily 

LEADER: A man is wise who seeks to advance educa­
tion, discover and develop latent abil i ties 
and the growth and guidance of mental facul­
ties; to cultivate high principles of character; 
to teach a true sense of values; to awaken and 
nurture an appreciation of real beauty; to 
train in good citizenship; and to instruct and 
participate in practices which represent Ameri­
canism at its best. 

GROUP EMORY R. OWENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN 
exhibited these qualities and others which 
made ther,1 calm in adversity, happy when 
alone, just in their dealings, rational and sane 
in the fullest meaning of that word in all affairs 
of :ife. 

Act of Dedication 
(Mrs. Jul ia Owens and Mrs. Laura Brown w ill step forward and read.) 

MRS. OWENS AND MRS. BROWN: MRS. OWENS AND MRS. BROWN: 
For EMORY D. OWENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN, we For EMORY D. OWENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN, we 

dec..licate this building to FRATERNITY. dedicate this building to SUCCESS. 

GROUP: GROUP: 
The Prair ie View Man and the Prairie View Woman 

linked together in brotherhood and sisterhood. 

M•Rs. OWENS ANO MRS. BROWN: 
For EMORY D. OWENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN, 

dedicate this building to SCHOLARSHIP. 

GROUP: 

are 

we 

The Prairie View M an and the Prairie View Woman seek 
to be scholars . 

MRS. OWENS AND MRS. BROWN: 
For EMORY D. O WENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN, 

dedicate thi s building to RESPONSIBILITY. 

GROUP: 

we 

The Prairie V iew Man and the Prairie View Woman are 
responsible persons. They are responsib le for truth , 
o rder, self-discipl ine. 

MRS. OWENS AND MRS. BROWN: 
For EMORY D. OWENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN, we 

dedicate this building to SERVICE. 

GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 

characterized by a concept of service. 

The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 
born to be WINNERS. They are fully committed to the 
princip!es of OPERATION SUCCESS. They are deter­
mined to SUCCEED. 

MRS. OWENS AND MRS. BROWN: 
For EMORY D. OWENS and JAMES M . FRANKLIN, we 

dedicate this building to a SUPEREME BEING w hich 
we all accept. 

GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 

reverE::nt. They acknowledge the presence of some 
force greater than man which is the cause for man. 

MRS. OWENS AND MRS. BROWN: 
This building is dedicated to the youth of this stale and 

nation, for the continued growth of Prair ie View A&M 
Universi ty and the furtherance of EXCELLENCE in 
healrh care and education everyw here. 

(Mr. Bell , Dr. Coleman, Mrs. Owens and Mrs. Brow n cut ribbon officially opening Owen-Franklin Hall. They will then 
present symbolic key to the building to the student./ ' 

Presentation of Building 

Acceptance of Building 

Benediction 
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Mr. H. C. Bell, Jr., Dr. John B. Coleman 

. Dr. E. R. Owens and Pamela Jones 

The Reverend Robert J. Moore 



L. C . A N D E R SO N H A L L 

L. C. Anderson Hall was construcled in 1933 as a residence hall for 101 

women. 

Anderson Hall was one of three women'!> residence halls built with federal 

funds and a grant from the General Education Board . 

In 1978, Anderson Hall was renovaled and converted to a Center for Career 

Education and Placement Services. The cosl of renoval ion was S665,700. 

As one of the prime examples of Georgian Architeclure in the southwest, the 

exterior appearance has been retained , unchanged from ils 1933 construction date. 

The interior contains 15,220 square feet of space. 

The first floor conlains a cenlral lobby and receplion room, executive reception 

room, four executive offices for the Oireclor and his staff, restrooms, workrooms, 
storerooms and me::hanical rooms. 

The second f1oor contains an interview control room, lwo execulive counseling 

rooms, eighteen interview rooms, restrooms, two execulive conference rooms with 
kitchenette. 

The third f1oor con ta ins execulive offices for the Director of Cooperative Edu­

cation and his staff, executive conference rooms, counselor rooms, career education 
library, storerooms and work rooms. 

The building is air-condit ioned and carpeted lhroughout . It has an elevator and 

other facili lies for the handicapped. The decor is colorful wi lh vinyl wall covering, 
hardwood paneling, special ligh ling and art work. 

L. C. Anderson Hall is named for, and is being re-dedicaled to, the memory of 
the late L. C. Anderson, third principa: and administrative head f p · · v· 
,. o .. U . . o ra1rie 1ew M0<Jv, nivers1ty. 

- 10-



Order of the Program 

RE-DEDICATION OF L. C. ANDERSON HALL 

MUSIC . . . The Prairie View A&M University Chamber Choir 
Dr. Robert Henry, Director 

PRAYER OF RE-DEDICATION 

CALL TO RE-DEDICATION 

LEADER: We come to dedicate this building to the glory 
and honor of God and to the past, present and 
future students of Prairie V iew A&M Univer­
sity. 

GROUP: Almighty God we offer up to thee praise and 
thanksgiving for this good and perfect gift. 
Bless this building for its intended uses and 
our souls to thy service. For, Jesus Christ's 
sake A-men. 

LEADER: We gather to re-dedicate a building to rhe 
memory of a great American, an outstanding 
past President, a devoted public servant anci 
an able Administrator: L. C. ANDERSON, the 
third President. 

GROUP: It is right and proper that we do this for an 
individual w ho exhibited over-achievement, 
scholarship, responsibility, civic consciousness 
and excellence in his daily life. 

The Reverend Alvertice Bowdre 
The Church of Christ 

Prairie V iew, Texas 

Mr. Brutus Jackson 
Oirector1 Career Education and Plac.emfl\t 

Prair ie View A&M Unive"lry 

LEADER: A man is w ise who seeks to advance educa­
tion, discover and develop latent abilities and 
and the growth and guidance of mental facul­
to teach a true sense of values; to awaken and 
train in good citizenship; and to instruct and 
participate iii practices which represent Ameri­
canism at its best. 

GROUP: L. C. Anderson exhibited these qualities and 
otherswhich made him calm in adversity, 
happy when alone, just in his dealings, ra­
tional and sane in the fullest meaning of that 
word in all affairs of life. 

Act of Re-Dedication 

LEADER: 

(Mr. Jackson will Continue to Read) 

LEADER: 
For L. C. ANDERSON, I re-dedicate this building to 

FRATERNITY. 
GROUP: 
The Prai rie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 

linked. together in brotherhood and sisterhood. 
LEADER: 
For L. C. ANDERSON, I re-dedicate this building to 

SCHOLARSHIP. 
GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman seek 

to be scholars. 
LEADER: 
For L. C. ANDERSON, I re-dedicate this building to 

RESPONSIBILITY. 
GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 

responsible persons. They are responsible for truth, 
order, self-discipline. 

LEADER: 
For L. C. ANDERSON, I re-dedicate this building to 

SERVICE. 
GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 

are characterized by a concept of service. 

For L. C. ANDERSON, 
SUCCESS. 

GROUP: 

I re-dedicate this building to 

The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View Woman are 
born to be winners. They are fully committed to the 
principles of OPERATION SUCCESS. They are deter­
mined to succeed. 

LEADER: 
For L. C. ANDERSON, I re-dedicate this building to a 

SUPREME BEING which we all accept. 

GROUP: 
The Prairie View Man and Woman are reverent. They 

acknow ledge the presence of some force greater than 
man which is the cause for man. 

LEADER: 
This building is re-dedicated to the youth of this state 

and nation, for the continued growth of Prairie View 
A&M University and the furtherance of EXCELLENCE 
in education everywhere. 

(Mr. Goodson and Mr. Davies cut ribbons, officially opening L. C. ANDERSON HALL. They will then present 
symbolic key lo the building to the student .) 

Presentation of Building 

Acceptance of Building 

BENEDICTION 

- 11-

Mr. Richard A. Goodson, Mr. Alfred I. Davies 

Mr. Brutus Jackson, J. D. Williams, Student 
Division of Co-Operotive Education 

Prairie V iow A&M Univeraity 

The Reverend Charles McMahon, SSJ 
St. Marrin OePorre1 Catholic Church 

Pr•irie View, Tex•• 



ANNIE LAURIE EVANS HALL 

Annie Laurie Evans Hall was originally constructed at Prairie View A&M Uni­

versity in 1928 as a residence hall for 228 w o men. 

Evans Hall was one of three women's residence halls bu i lt wi th federal funds 

and a grant from the General Education Board . 

In 1978, Evans Ha ll was renovated and converted to a Center for Student Ser­

vices containing 22,262 square feet. The cost of renova tion was nearl y $ 1,000,000. 

The first floor houses the Admiss ions office and its staff. It contains an entrance 

foyer, lobby, four executive offices for the director and his staff, a reception room, 

career education li b rary , mailroom, counselo r room, workrooms, mechanical rooms, 

restrooms and lounges. 

The second floor houses the offices of the-Dean of Men and Dean of Women. 
It contains an entrance lobby, executive office suites, counsell ing rooms, records 
rooms, special workrooms, restrooms and lounges, mechanical room, and janitor's 

room. 

The thi rd floor houses the offices of the Vice-Presidents for Students Affairs and 

Director of Student Activities. It contains a reception lobby, eight executive offices, 
conference room, special workrooms, general storage areas, restrooms, mechanical 
room, and janitor's closet. 

The bui lding is air-conditioned and ca rpeted thro ughout. It has an elevator 
and other facilities for the handicapped. The decor is colorful with vinyl wal l 
covering, hardwood paneling, special lighting and art work . 

Annie Laurie Eva ns Hall is named for the late Miss Annie Laurie Evans, a native 

of San Antonio, Texas, and a product of Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio. During the 

early years of Prairie View A&M Universi ty Miss Evans, a very refined and polished 
young w oman served as a model for w omen students in her capacity as Dean of 
Women for more than a decade. 

- 12-



Order of the Program 

RE-DEDICATION OF 

ANNIE LAURIE EVANS HALL 

MUSIC . Prairie View A&M University Chamber Choir 
Dr. Robert Henry, Director 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

CALL TO DEDICATION 

LEADER: We come lo re-dedicate this building to the 
glory and honor of God and to the past, 
present and future students of Prairie View 
A&M University. 

GROUP: Almighty God we offer up to thee praise and 
thanksgiving for this good and perfect gift. 
Bless this building for its intended uses and 
our souls to thy service. For Jesus Christ's sake 
A -men. 

LEADER: We gather to re-dedicate a bui lding to the 
memory of a great American, an illustrous and 
dedicated teacher , a devoted public servant: 
ANNIE LAURE EVANS. 

GROUP: It is right and proper that we do this for an 
individual who exhibited over-achievement, 
scholarship , responsibil ity, dedication and com­
mitment and excellence in her daily life. 

. The Reverend Darnell Walker 
Pallor, Finl Uni red Merhoditt Church 

Prairie View, Texe1 

The Reverend W . Van Johnson 

LEADER: A man is w ise who seeks to advance educa­
tion, discover and develop latent abil i t ies and 
the growth and guidance of mental faculties; 
to cultivdle high principles of character; to 
teach a true sense of values; to awaken and 
nurture an appreciation o f real beauty; to tra in 
in good citizenship; and to instruct and parti­
cipate in p ractices which represent Ameri­
nism at its best. 

GROUP: ANNIE LAURE EVANS exhibited these qualities 
and others which made her calm in adver­
sity, happy when alone, just in his dealings, 
rat ional and sane in the fullest meaning of that 
word in all affairs of life. 

LEADER: This building is re-dedicated to the youth of 
thi s stale and nation, for the continued growth 
of Prairie View A&M Unversity and the tur­
therance of EXCELLENCE in education every­
where. 

Act of Re-Dedication 
(The Reverend W. Van Johnson will continue to read) 

LEADER: For ANN IE LAURIE EVANS, I re-dedicate this 
bui lding to FRATERNITY. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View 
Woman are linked together in brotherhood 
and sisterhood. 

LEADER: For ANNIE LAURIE EVANS, re-dedicate this 
building 10 SCHOLARSHIP. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prai r ie View 
Woman seek to be scholars . 

LEADER: For ANNIE LAURIE EVANS, I re-dedicate this 
building to RESPONSIBILITY. 

GROUP: The Prairie V iew Man and the Prairie View 
Woman are responsible persons. They are re­
sponsible for truth, order, self-discipline. 

LEADER: For ANNIE LAURIE EVANS, I re-dedicate this 
building for SERVICE. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View 
Woman are characterized by a concept of ser­
vice . 

LEADER: For ANNIE LAURIE EVANS, I re-dedicate tnis 
building to SUCCESS. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View 
Woman are born to be WINNERS. They are 
fully committed to the principles of OPERA­
TION SUCCESS. They are determined to SUC­
CEED. 

LEADER: For ANNIE LAURIE EVANS, I re-dedicate this 
building for a SUPREME BEING which we ail 
accept. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie V iew 
Woman is reverent. They acknowledge the 
presence of some force greater than man 
which is the cause of man. 

(Mrs. Smith and Dr. Will iams cut ribbon, officially opening Evans Hall . They will then present symbolic key to 
the building to the student.) 

Presentation of Building 

Acceptance of Building 

BENEDICTION 
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Mrs. Wilmer Smith, Dr. John K. Williams 

Mr. R. E. Carreathers 
Associ,te Vic•Prealdent 

Division of Student Aff1lra 
Mr. Lance Alexander, Student 

The Reverend Darnell Walker 
Pa,ror, First Unired Merhodi,r Church 

Prairie View, Tex••· 



GIBB GILCHRIST ENGINEERING BUILDING 

The engineering center comprises the Gibb G i lchrist Engineering Building, 

constructed in 1950, and its new addition, completed in 1978. The combined 

facilities have a gross area of 86,026 square feet and a val uation of $5,688,699. 

The new addi tion has 63,218 square feet, of w hich about 70 percent is actual 

work space. Its construction cost was $3,530,500. 

In designing the new structure, the College of Engineering focused on nurtur­

ing the students' personal, social, cultural, and intellectual grow th as it relates 

to professional development. To do this, they incorporated spaces for student 

groupings, informal conversat ion areas, and areas for study or contemplation. The 

Student Commons, the open Atrium linking the original to the new building, and 

the glass-walled terrace opening to the Atrium provide a learning environment 

w hile they function as circu lation and holding areas. 

The design., too, assures that the engineering students wil l not have to go ro 

external campus facilities for instruction- practically everything needed is inside 

the engineering center. Special areas are the Engineering Technical Library; the 

Engineering Compu tation Center, which will carry a PDP- 1 l E-mini-computer and 

a 3780 terminal access to the cen tral Amdahl 880, loca ted at the Texas A&M 

~niversity System headquarters; the Central Engineering Administration, which 

includes a conference; Departmental Administration; Laboratory Instruction; and 
Seminar Center. 

The engineering laboratories account for 42,673 square feet of net assignable 
area. The new architecture laboratory has J 0,779 square feet. 
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Order of Program 

RE-DEDICATION OF 

GILCHRIST ENGINEERING BUILDING 

MUSIC Prairie View A&M University Chamber Choir 
Dr. Robert Henry, Director 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

CALL TO DEDICATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

LEADER: We come to dedicate this building to the glory 
and honor of God and to the past, present and 
future students of Prairie View A&M Univer­
sity. 

GROUP: Almighty God we offer up to thee praise and 
thanksgiving for this good and perfect gift. 
Bless this building for its intended uses and 
our souls to thy service. For, Jesus Christ's 
sake A-men. 

LEADER: We gather to re-dedicate a building to the 
memory of a great American, a devoted public 
servant: 

GROUP: It is right and proper that we do this for an 
individual who exhibited over-achievement, 
scholarship, responsibility, civic consciousness 
and excellence in his daily life. 

... . . .. . .... . . ... The Reverend J. R. Hicks 
Pastor, Ml. Corinth Baptist Church 

Hempstead, T exa, 

.. ... ........ Dr. John Fuller 
Department of Elo?clrical Engineering 

College of Engineering 

LEADER: A man is wise who seeks to advance educa­
tion, discover and develop latent abilities and 
ties; to cultivate high principles of character; 
to teach a true sense of values; to awaken anci 
nurture an appreciation of real beauty; to 
train in good citizenship; and to instruct and 
participate in practices which represent Ameri­
canism at its best. 

GROUP: Gibb Gilchrist exhibited these qualities and 
others which made him calm in adversity, 
happy when alone, just in his dealings, rational 
and sane in the fullest meaning of that word 
in all affairs of lite. 

LEADER: This building is re-dedicated to the youth of 
this state and nation, for the continued growth 
of Prairie View A&M University and the fur­
therance of EXCELLENCE in education every­
where. 

Act of Re-Dedication 
(Mr. Eugene Hayes, Instructor, College of Engineering will lead the act of Re-Dedication) 

LEADER: For Gibb Gilchrist, I rededicate this building to LEADER: For Gibb Gilchrist, I rededicate this building to 
FRATERNITY. SERVICE. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View 
Woman are linked together in brotherhood 
and sisterhood. 

LEADER: For Gibb Gilchrist, I rededicate this building to 
SCHOLARSHIP. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View 
Woman seek to be scholars. 

LEADER: For Gibb Gilchrist, I rededicate this building to 
RESPONSIBILITY. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View 
Woman are characterized by a concept of ser­
vice. 

LEADER: For Gibb Gilchrist, I rededicate this building to 
SUCCESS. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View 
Woman are born to be WINNERS. They are 
fully committed to the principles of OPERATON 
SUCCESS. They are determined to SUCCEED. 

LEADER: For Gibb Gilchrist, I rededicate this building to 
a SUPREME BEING which we all accept. 

GROUP: The Prairie View Man and the Prairie View GROUP: The Prairie View Man or Woman is reverent. 
Woman are responsible persons. They ar re- They acknowledge the presence of some force 
sponsible for truth, order, self-discipline. greater than man which is the cause of man. 

(Mr. Blocker and Mr. Watkins cut- ribbons, officially opening Gibb Gilchrist Engineering Building. They will then 
present symbolic key to the building to the student.) 

Presentation of Building Mr. John R. Blocker. Mr. Ross Clark Watkins 

Acceptance o_f Building 

BENEDICTION 

. Mr. A. E. Greaux, P.E., Mr. Phillip Alexander,--Student 

....... . .. .. .. .. . The Reverend J. R. Hich 
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EMORY R. OWENS, M.D. 

NAME: Emory Roswell Owens, M.D. 
Director, Owens-Franklin Health Center 
Prairie View A&M Univers ity 
Prairie View, Texas 77445 

BORN: Smithville, Texes 

EDUCATION: Elementery and High School, Smithville, Texas where he 
received a diploma w ith the honor of " Salul11lori11 n a t greduation. He 
earned rhe B.S. degree from Fisk University, Neshville, Tennes­
see. He also allended Meharry Medica l College, Nashville, Ten­
nesee and d id graduate studies 111 Physician and Surgeon College, 
Boston, Massechusells where he re ceived rhe M.D. Degree. 

FAMILY: Dr. Owe ns, a modest reserved ind ividual, is the son of the late 
Dr. C. C. Owens and Mrs. C. C. Owens of Smithville, Texas. He 
has rwo sisters, one II twin, Mrs. Charles Ella McPeters, 11 public 
school teacher in Lewton, O klahoma; Mrs. J eannie La cy, English 
instructor at George Washington Carve r High School, Washington, D.C. 
a nd a brothe r, Dr. Eugene A. Owens, a practicing physician in Lawton, 
Oklahoma. 

Dr. Owens is married lo the forme r Julia Forres of of Hyannis, Mas­
sachuse lls. To this union tw o g irls were born, Carolyn a reacher a t 
Sullon Elementary Schoo l, Houston, Texas and Rosalyn, a buyer for 
Foley's Depa rtment Store, Housto n, Texas. Dr. Owens is a devoted 
husband and farher, fa irhful lo h is family a nd his profession. 

RELIG IO N: Dr. Owens hes been a faithfu l member a nd supporrer o f the 
African Merhodisl Episcopal Church a l Smithville, Te xas s ince ch ild­
hood. Pressing d ut ies and o bliga rions necessirate rhat rime for d evout 
worship and conse cra red se rv ices be distriburC?d among churches o f all 
fairhs and h is professional comm itme nt. His philosop hy is: " To se rve 
God is to ser ve o ne ' s fellowman." 

CIVIC AND PROFESS IONAL: Dr. O wens came 10 Pra irie ViC? w Agricul­
tura l a nd Mechanical College in 1942 as an inr e rn unde r the la te Dr. 
John Mad ison Fra nklin, and has be en he re since the n. He sup ports 
ac rivilies for rhe improvemenr of the unive rsity, the commun ity and 
fo r b C?rte r huma n re la rions among a ll mankind. He conrribute s ge ne r­
ously lo financial d r ives for scholarships and fo r the promotion .:ind 
qrowrh o f youth orga nizations. He g ive s a id a nd support to club s 
and va rious cha ritab le orga nizatio ns in the loca l community. 

AS UNIVERSITY PHYSIC IAN: Dr. O wens superv ises a nd a dministe rs me d i­
ca l services to protect a nd p re se rve the health of the s rude nlS of Prai­
rie View A&M Unive rsity. In addition to the s tude nts-the cit izens of 
this communi ty and othe r com mun ities see k his se rv ice s. l ike the Great 
Physician- h e adminisrers to a ll, the young a nd the o ld irrespecrive of 
class d ist inct ion, the t ime of d ay or of the n igh t, t he co ndit ion of the 
w eather, or the financie l starus of the patient. He rea lizes that h is is 
a p ro fession tha t serv ices the most importa n t possession the indivi­
d ua ls have, rhe ir lives. No case is hopeless or u nworrhy. W hether ii b e 
an individua l or a group, a malady or a n e p id emic- he exercise s the 
necessa ry p atience, exactness, unde rsta nding a nd s u rve illa nce as a 
dedicate d physicia n with or without h e lp, w ith or without pay. 
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CITATIONS: He was cited: 

• for excellency in instructing student nurses during World War II by 
the United Stales Surgeon General; 

• for qual itative service to men in the ROTC Program a t Prairie View 
A&M University by Colonel T. H. Wright. 

• for outstanding service by the Parents-Teachers Association, Waller, 
Texas. 

1961 Man of the Year Award by the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., Prai­
rie View, Texas. 

Certifica te for Outstanding Service by the Jack and J ill, Inc., Prairie 
View, Texas. 

Outstanding Se rvice Award by Alpha Phi Alp ha Fra ternity, Inc., Prai­
r ie View, Texas. 

Aw?rd for Ded icat ion lo the Prairie View Community by the De lla 
Sigma The ta Sorori ty, Inc., Prairie View , Texas . 

Dr. Owens has previously serve d as Preside nt of the Tri-County Medi­
ca l Socie ty a nd Chief of Sta ff a t W aller Co unty Hospita l. He has' 
_added a number of " First" d u ring h is leng thy career. He was ap­
pointed Wa ller Co un ty He a lth Officer a few years back, becoming 
the firs t Black lo be named to s uch a position in the state. He was 
als~ na":'ed Pre sid ent of rhe Tri-Co unty Med ica l Socie ry, ;;nother inler­
rac,a l miracle for tha t period in rhe six t ie s. 

Dr. Owe ns' most re cen t honor w os his a ppointment by Texas Gover­
nor Do lph Briscoe lo the Hospita l lice nsing Advisory Council for the 
Stare o f Texas a nd to the title of Admira l in the Te xas Navy. 

At the Na tional Med ical Co nve nrion he ld in Los Angeles, California, 
J u ly 31 -August 4, 1977, he w as selecie d a member of the Aword 's 
Commillee. 

ORGANIZATIO NS: He is a mernber of: 

The Ame rican Med ica l Associa tion 
Phi Epsilon Medical Fra ternity 

Texo~ Med ical Associa rio n 
Na tio na l Medical Associa tion 

lone Sta r Med ical Association 
Tri-Coun ty Med ica l Society 

Ho uston Medical Forum 

Alpha Ph i Alpha Fraterni ty, Inc. 
Ame rican Red Cross 

Many re sidents here ca ll Dr. O w ens 1· • I 
comple te the history o f the un· a . ,vong ege nd. Whe n h istorians 

. . overs,ty and the d" mun, r,es, sure ly one or mo re h surroun ong com-
• c apters w ill cite th 

unparailelled con tribu tio ns of O E e uncommon, 
r. mory Roswell Owens. 



JAMES M. FRANKLIN, M.D. 

DR. JAMES MADISON FRANKLIN was born August 4, 1884 at Graball, 
Texas, six miles south of Old Washington in Washington County .. 

He was the oldest of eight children born to James Nelson and Annie 
Johnson Franklin. There were five girls, Mrs. Laura Franklin Brown, R.N. 
for many years a Public School Nurse in Texas, Mrs. Ida Franklin Jones, 
Mrs. Annie Franklin Whitehead, Mrs. Mary Franklin Lockett and .Mrs. 
Katherin Franklin Donahue and three boys, 'Robert, Nelson, and James 
Franklin; 

At the completion of his grade schooling he attended high school in 
Navasota and Galveston, graduating from Central High School in Gal­
veston with honors. 

Not being satisfied with his limited education he continued on to 
Bishop College in Marshall, Texas, graduating from that institution with 
honors in 1908. 

While at Bishop College he became interested in the field of medicine 
as his occupational choice and upon graduation he e ntered Meharry 
Medical College in 1909 and received his Medical degree in 1913 from 
that institution. 

After graduation from Meharry Medical College he returned to Texas 
and began the practice of Medicine at Chapel Hill a few miles from 
Graball his nat ive home. 

It was al this place and time that Dr. Franklin met and married Miss 
Anne Hope of Brenham, Texas. To this marriage two children were born. 
John followed in his fathers ' footsteps and became a Doctor and a 
daughter Anne Franklin Gordon now residing in Los Angele~, Cal ifornia . 

Misfortune beset Dr. Franklin and family when Mrs. Frankl in passed 
away during the Influenza Epidemic of 1918, leaving him to care for 
the two small children a lone. 

Shortly thereafter Dr. Frankl in accepted an invitation coming from the 
la te Dr. John T. •Wilson an outstanding physician and surgeon in Mem­
phis, Tennessee, to become his asociate in his Medical Clinic. 

This experience was most rewarding for Dr. Franklin as it afforded 
him an opportunity to expa11d h is knowledge in both the fields of Medi­
cine and Surgery. 

In 1919 Dr. I. G. Osborne, Principal of Prai rie View A&M University 
extended Dr. Franklin an invi tation to come lo Prairie View and serve 
as resident Physician a nd Director of Nursing Education. Dr. Osborne 
had previously served the ins1itutibn in that same capacity and was also 
Dr. Franklins' cousin. Dr. Franklin accepted the invitation a11d a rrived on 
campus in the fall of 1919. 

The only Medical facility on the campus a t that time was a sma ll one­
story frame cottage tha t had been converted into an infirmary. But 
young Franklin was filled with ambi t ion, conf.dence a:id determination 
to make a name for himse lf a nd bring prominence to the institution 
through hard work and unselfish service. 

No employee of this ins1itution has ever given more of his time and 
talent to the institution than did Dr. Franklin. 

Shortly af ter joining the staff he made a trip back to Memphis to 
marry Fannie Beason and re turned to Prairie View. They adopted a 
child "Rita" who now lives in Los Angeles, Ca lifornia. 

Woord soon spread with re spect to the fine service being rendered 
by Dr. Frankl in a nd the progress that was in evidence in Nursing Edu• 
cation which resulted in the construction of a three-story frame hospi-
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tal building which was destroyed by fire and replaced by a t<,mporary 
two-story· frame srructure. Several years later the hospital serv:~P. ~nd 
Nursing . Educatio'n programs had expanded to the point where added 
physical facilities w ere desperatly needed. 

This problem was resolved !through a gift from the General Educa­
tion Board to construct a modern fifty-bed hospital complete with all 
necessary equipment. 

By this time through tthe application of !sird study Dr. Franklin had 
become an outstanding surgeon serving black and white and rich and 
poor alike, and the Prairie View Hospital had become a medical center 
with a statewide rpultation. 

It was Dr. Franklins' ambition to expand the services of the hospital 
as far as financial resources, would permit which was responsible for 
the establishment of an approved medical internship program at Prairie 
View. This program enabled Black Medical Students to serve their intern­
ships In Prairie View Hospital. Many medical students look advantage of 
this program and became successful practitioners in the stale of Texas. 

Dr. Franklins' accomplishments were highly significant and fo r reaching. 
Through his medical skill and humanitarian spirit he was responsible 
for the best piece of interracial work rendered by any staff member al 
Prairie View during his day. He developed the hospital physical plant 
from · a one story frame cottage used as an infirmary lo a modern fire 
proof three story fifty bed hospital complete in all of its appointments. 

He opened the way for the students pursuing Nursing Education to 
receive their clinical experience at Jefferson Davis Hospital in Houston, 
Texas. • 

• He developed the Nursing Education program to the extent that the 
Prairie View graduates were in great demand all over the country. 

As has been previously stated he established an internship program 
which enabled Black Medical students to do their internship at Prairie 
View. 

He established the Post Graduate Medical Assembly for Black Doctors. 
This program continued for thirty years. It w.is a consort ium that 
existed between the Texas Tuberculosis Associa tic,n, the Long Star 
Medical Association, the State Department of HeJ lth and Prnorie View. 
fhis was a far reaching program for it enabled progreHiv,; Black 
Practitioners to do re fresher work at Prai rie View in the Ne.;s c, f 
,uberculosis, Venereal Diseases, and Heart Die.ise. 

He was rel ig iously inclined and a member of ths, 8,,i:,tist r , ith. 

He \vas a member of the AmcriccJn Medic;if l\1t~..;c i..1t icn . :he'? • .• -,, .~ .. 
Sta r Medical Association o f Texas, the National .'l,edical Assoc:.;o,0 ,1 ,m ,J 
a lso the Masonic Lodge. He attended every N:~dic,,I Cfi ,.ic ,, ,,,I r rnfes­
sional meet ing to which he was invited and rin,c \vuulci :.,,~r 111 ,r . 

Dr. Franklin resigned from Prairie Vir,w A&M Univ,,,-., 
1 

i ·, ) ')-!!, 
because of his wifes health and moved to De iroit, Michi~J-. .· ,.,., c- t,., 
resumed his practice, but unfortunately the cl imate in ~ .-. 1" ~' : ..... H r , , 

better for her which caused him to move to Los An\J::'l•:s, <..,: , ;,,,,.;,, , 
and resume his practice in Watts which is .1 ~uhvrb 0f I 05 A, ,qc '...!\ 
where he developed ,,n outstanding prac tice. • 

Dr. Franklin pased .iway in March o f l 967 in lo, Ang,;I<)>, C ,lifornia 
leaving a host o f loyal friends and a monument to hii un,elf.s!i , ervice 
to humanity. 



I 

HOBART THOMAS TAYLOR, SR. 

Mr. Hobart T. Taylor, Sr. was born in Wharton County 
on May 17, 1877. He attended the Public School at 
Wharton Texas and was graduated from Prairie V iew 
A&M University in 1918. He also attended the University 

of Pennsylvania . 

During his lifetime he was a prominent businessman 
in the fields of insurance, transportation and real estate. 
He served as President of Banks Transportation Company, 
Inc. of Houston and was best known lo Houstonians for 
his taxicab business for many years. He also had interest 
in farming and ranching . 

Mr. Taylor was active in civic, religious and polilical 
activities in Texas . f-le was an active member of the AME 
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church, the Business and Professional Mens Club, YMCA, 
United Fund, Grand Jury Association, and the Nation 
Criminal on Crime and Delinquency. 

This ' loya l and dedicated Prairie View graduate served 
as President of the Prairie View Alumni Association from 
1945 to 1955. He was also Co-Chairman of the Prairie 
View Centennial Council from 1968 to 1970 and V ice 
Chairman of the Prairie View A&M University Foundation 
frof0 1971 to his death on December 5, 1972. 

He and Mrs. Taylor had one son. Hobart T. Taylor, Jr. 
who is also one· of the institutions most distin£!ushed 
graduates. 



---------

\ 

L. C. ANDERSON 

Mr. Anderson succeeded his brother E. H. Anderson becoming the th ird 
president of Prairie V iew A&M College. An active Republican, he served the 
college for ten years through a period of rapid expansion. He was a leader in his 
profession and for his race and worked untiringly in movements for their better• 
ment. He is credited with founding the Colored Teachers State Association of 
Texas and set the role of leadership of the college to this organization throughout 
its existance. 

ANNIE LAURIE EVANS 

Miss A. L. Evans served as Dean of Women during her tenure of twenty years at 
the institution. 

The 1917 Prairie, the college yearbook paid special tribute to Miss Evans de­
scribing her as a polished woman with fin ished tastes and rare judgement. 

GIBB GILCHRIST 

Mr. Gilchrist, C. E., D.Sc., served as president of the Texas A&M University 
System until he was named chancellor in 1950. He was a leader in the field of 
Engineering throughout Texas and the N ation . He w as also a leader in the Texas 
Highway Department and was cred it w ith helping develop the state, as one of 
the best in th is field. 

-19-

L . C . ANDERSON 



Com1JJ1moJali119 IJ, gJs1Jvant1 d/ IJ, 
CENTENNIAL YEAR 1978 

100 
YEARS 

of 
PRAIRlt VltW A&M UNIVtRSITY 

Prairie View had its beginning in 1876, the first year of the Texas Constitution, 
of the common free school system and at the dawn of higher education in Texas. 

The 15th Legislature authorized the school for Negro youth, corresponding 
with the establishmenr of Texas A&M University and under the provisions of the 
Morrill Land Grant College Act. A three-man commission, working with an in itial 
appropriation of $20,000, purchased the Alta Vista Plantation, east of Hempstead, 
as the site for the new state, institution. Following needed repairs, the property 
andand affairs of the college were turned over o the A&M College Board of Direc­
tors on January 18, 1878. 

The original name - "Alta Vista Agricultural College, set forth the early role 
established for the school back in 1878, and again in 1879 when it became Prairie 
View Normal Institute - with the major objective of training publ ic school 
teachers. The teaching of Military Tactics was included in the original act, just as 
teacher training, and the two remained important functions of the co-educational 
school until the present time. 

In an effort to meet expressed needs, the 20th Legislature added an"agri­
cultural and mechanical department" to the Normal. Resulting from the Hatch Act, 
a branch Experiment Station was also added. 

The Name change in 1899 to Prai rie View State Normal and Industrial College 
gave indication of an expanding curriculum. The growth of the physical plant 
resulted from this new role and scope. The first four year college course was 
authorized by the Texas Legislature in 1901 . 

Prairie View experienced growth in enrollment and physical facilities during 
the periods covered by two World Wars. At the close of World War I, a recognized 
Reserve Officers Training Corps was adivated. Among serval ma jor developmenrs 
were the additions of the Nursing Division, Veterinary Science Department, Train­
ing Projects and the Cooperat ive Extension Service. A division of Graduate stuciy 
was established in 1937. 

The role and scope of the institution came into sharp focus again when in 1945 
the 49th Legislature changed the name to Prair ie V iew University and authorized 
the institution to offer, as the need arises, all courses offered at the A&M College 
of Texas. 

Recent years have brought the realization of Prairie View's role as an integral 
part of the Texas A&M System. A final name change to University came in 1973-
197 4, indicating a much broader range of programs in teaching, research and 
community service. 

Today, Prairie V iew is 100 years old and sti ll part of the Texas A&M University 
System. Its annual operating budget exceeds $33 million and its enrollment is 
about 6000. The Physical Plant has grown to over 150 buildings valued at an 
estimated $90 mill ion. Its services now cover the length and breadth of Texas, the 
nation and the world. 

Serving People Now -- and in the Future 
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PRAIRIE VIEW, 1878 

A SUCCESS STORY 

Over the past 100 years Prairie View A&M has dis­
tinguished itself as an institution designed to serve the 
needs of Texas, the nation, and some areas of the world. 
Throughout the early years, Prairie View served Black 
students particularly and its many programs were aimed 
at building and improving Black communities across the 
land. The institution takes pride in the achievement of 
these goals . 

More recently, the University has been called upon to 
provide open access to higher education for individuals 
regardless of race, age, creed, color, cultural distinctions, 
national orgin or physical handicap. At the same time our 
mission as it relates to society as a whole has broadened 
and we are constantly seeking to achieve excellence 
throughout our broad range of services. 

The success of our long service record is evident in the 
growth and progress of Texas itself, as well as in the pro­
ductive lives of thousands whom w e have touched. Very 
few would deny that Prairie View has served well in all 
the multiplicity of funcitions assigned to it, either officially 
or developing from an obvious need. 

1978 
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The University's Centennial Council (1970) submitteci 

"A Development Plan: 1970-1980" projecting the mission 

and goals of Prairie View A&M throughout the Seventies. 

The Council , composed of leading citizens across the 
state and nation, described the period as" the decade of 

the people" and recommended goals for the university 

which included continued effort in the areas of STUDENTS, 

SOCIETY, KNOWLEDGE, LEADERSHIP, AND EXCELLENCE. 

Prairie View has related itself successfully to these 
goals as the presentations to follow will indicate. Our 
program of "Operation VANGUARD" provides the oppor­
tunity for low-income students to enter the university. 
"OPERATION SUCCESS" is a major thrust aimed at help­
ing the needy student succeed in completing his college 
requirements and in entering and advancing in his chosen 
career. 

The missio of the University is clear. The challenge is 
forfor continued forward development as we prepare to 
move- INTO THE SECOND CENTURY" ahead. 



CONTRIBUTING TO SOCIETY 
Contribution to the advancement of our free society 

and the continued progress of our civilization are major 
goals of the University. 

As an institution established to meet the needs qf 
Black Americans and one now serving a predominantly 
minority clientele, Prairie is undoubtedly serving a special 
need of society. The University admits society's "high­
risk students (along with the acad~mically able and 
socially responsive) and has demonstrated success in pro­
ducing a repreentative number of competent and mature 
citizens who are contributing in many ways to the goals 
of this nation. 

To cite only a few examples, the University graduates 
more Black engineers than any other of the 307 colleges 
and universities offering engineering. Prairie View is the 
major supplier of the nation's Black Army and Navy 
officers and a leading supplier of minority profe~sionals 
to the federal government. 

Prairie View's services to Texas are substantial in all 
areas, particularly in agriculture and in education. Our 
services to developing international countries are "out­
standing" and are expanding. 

/ SERVING STUDENTS 
Prairie View A&M has been successful in providing 

for the optimal development of the students it serves . 
Students at the University represent all sections of the 
state, with the highest percentages coming from South­
east Texas. A total of 29 other states and six foreign 
countries are also represented in the student body of 
!.>381. The enrollment includes 11 % white, 88 % black 
and 1 % other races. 

Student development at the University has and will 
continue to take into account the hard facts concerning 
the socio-economic backgrounds of students enrolled. For 
a student clientele characterized by all the l imitations that 
economic poverty brings, Prairie View provides opportu­
nities for socio-cultural development as an integral feature 
of the student's education. 

The University is committed to providing an intensive 
program of academic enrichment at the freshman level in 
the basic tool curricula areas in order to provide a founda­
tion for student success . Also to meet the special needs 
of students, the University is utilizing its total resources 
in the creation of an environment and in the provision 
of programs and services which aid in the maximum de­
velopment of its students. 



SEEKING KNOWLEDGE 
The University continues to expand its interest in re­

search and experimentation, particularly in applied fields 
of study. Prairie View has a commitment to developing, 
preserving, and disseminating knowledge. ,.,,, 

Prairie View currently receives in excess of $5.5 million 
annually in federal funds to support research, college 
improvement, student financial assistance and other pro­
grams. The University's Agricultural Research Station 
is the only one operating at a predominantly Black insti­
tution . An Experimental and Demonstration Manpower 
Project is the only one in Texas offering vocational train­
ing to rural people. 

The university's Cooperative Ex tension Prog ram is an 
example of how kncwiedge gained in the fields of agri­
culture and home eco nom ics is disseminated to the towns, 
cit ies, the farms and ranches throughout the state anci 
nation. Simi lar act ivities are demonstrated in programs of 
research and experimentation in nursng, heal th, family 
planning, science, nutrition and se,;eral divisions of edu­

cation . 

DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP 
Prairie View's commitment to the developing of leader­

ship is considered its major function and one of which it is 
justifiably proud. 

The popular slogan " Prairie View Produces Productive 
People" takes note o f the fact that the University points 
w ith pride to the countless thousands of outstanding 
ci tizens and leaders in many fields throughout the nation. 
In earlier years, the institution served as the Educational 
and Cultural Center for Black Texans, and still today, 
many special state-wide functions are centered here or 
emanate from this base. 

The University places considerable emphasis in its 
ROTC training programs now extending to females as 
well as male students. Leadership development is the first 
ob jective o f these programs, and they have tended to set 
the tone of conduct throughout the campus . 

. In all of its effort, the University will continue to pro­
vide those forces, ideas, individuals and systems which 
will foster constructive and postive action. A continuing 
g?al is to move into a more advanced leadership posture 
aimed at an ever improving society. 
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FACING A CHALLENGE 

THE CHALLENGE .... ADEQUATE FUNDING 

On£: of the most critical challenges facing Prairie View 
A&M University as it moves ... into the second century 
... is to obtain sufficient funds to achieve present and 
future goals relating to the students, society, knowledge, 
leadership and quality. 

The Centennial Year will place major focus on the 
financing needs_ o_f the University in terms of: ] ) catch-up 
funds, 2) susta ining funds, and 3) quality achievement 
funds. 

CATCH-UP FUNDS 

The University has suffered seventy-five years of ex­
trei;ne fiscal neglect, and twenty-five years of limited fiscal 
neglect by the State and other funding sources. Catch-up 
funds_ ~re need~~ to catch-up ;ind place the university in 
a_ pos1t1~,n of minimum equality with other state universi­
ties which have not suffered such neglect. 

SUSTAINING FUNDS 

Sustaining funds are needed to sustain the quality 
o~ pres_ent programs and personnel against erosion of 
high prices, inflation and normal competition. 

QUALITY ACHIEVEMENT FUNDS 

Fu~~s are needed to bring all areas of the university 
to minimum l_eve_ls of quality and to provide for high 
leve!s of quality In selected, if not all areas of the Uni­
versity. 
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DEVELOPING QUALITY 
Prairie View A&M is seeking to develop its own model 

- for achieving distinction in those aspects. ~f the educa­
tional enterprise which will ensure a pos1t1on of prom­
inence in higher education. 

The Universify continues to improve its instructional 
staff through the addition of many faculty members 
holding the highest degrees from major institutions 
across the nation. All University programs are fully 
accredited by the Southern Association of Schools and 
Colleges and instructional divisions and departments are 
approved by their respective state and national associa­
tions. i.e. Engineers Council for Professional Develop­
ment, National League for Nursing, N.C.A.T.E. etc. 

Instructional quality is also evident in the recent addi­
tion of 14 chapters of National Honor Societies. Prairie 
View students continue to show excellence in state, re­
gional and national competition in a wide variety of 
fields, such as public speaking, community service, vocal 
and instrumental music, military and naval science, 
beauty and talent and athletics. 

Excellence at Priarie View is also being achieved in 
terms of campus facilities and in the provision of student 
services. The universit y goal is to relate excellence to its 
ow n purpose, to its own mission, and its own goals. 

I. 

11. 

111. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

CENTENNIAL ENDOWMENT FUND 
Endowment for Faculty and Staff . . $ 3,000,000 
a. Faculty Chairs 
b . Faculty Salary Supplements 
c. Teaching Excellence Awards 
d . Faculty - Staff Development Grants 
Endowment for Students . . . . 2,000,000 
a. Scholarship and Education Grants 
b. Professional Concepts Institutes 
c. Operation Success 
d. Student activities 
Unrestricted Endowment . 2,000,000 
a. Long-Range Planning 
b. Current Operations Supplement 
Capital Improvements Endowment 3,000,000 
a. Campus Landscape & Beautification 
b. Residence Halls Improvement 
c. Dining Hall and Memorial Student Center 
d . Auxiliary Facilities 
Endowment for Ventures l 000 , ,000 
a. Research and Development 
b. Innovation and Experimentation 
c. Demonstrations 
Endowment for Effective Learning & Quality 
lnstcructionf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l ,000,000 
a. enter or Learning and Teaching 

Effectiveness 
b. Minorities and Standardized Testing 
c. Freshman Studies Program 
d. Tutorial Program 
e. Academic Enrichment Program 

$12,000,000 
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