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PRAIRIE VIBV GENERAL ALUMNI AND EX-STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION 
PRAIRIE VIEW A & M COLLEGE 

PRAIRIE VIEW, TEXAS 

Form for Nomination of a Candidate for tl!Q 
Annual Alumni Ai-;ard 

Full Name of Norainee ____ _ Dr . Eroe§t Ma Norri s 

Present Address Prai r ie '[ie1r1 A. & M. Colleqe, Prah_l_e yi ev, , Te~a s 

Year s of attendance at Prairie Vie~ __________________ ___ _ 

Gradua t ed? Yes Year? _l=-9 ... 2 .... 7 _ _ Degree or Cer tif i cat e r eceived _ _ _ 
Yes or No 

B. S. , B. A. , Tailoring Cert.~ etco 

V:lhat other colleae , if any 9 has nominee attended: Iuskegee In!otHut.e (Prior 

to entering Praititlie~ ). Cornell Un!versit~_ As a graduate or undergr aduate 

students Did he graduate? __ Y~e~s __ _ Degree 

receivedz 
_ _ ___ ________ Years 

Give brief sketch of occupational activities since graduations 

June, 1927 to August 0 1929, Instructor in Horticulture , Acting Profes sor 
of Soils and Crops~ Prairie vie~ A & M College , Prairie View~ Te~as. 

September 9 1929 to July, 1937 9 Teacher Trainerg Director of Research~ 
Kentucky State College, Frankfort , Kya 

September , 1937 to present time, Head Teacher Trainerg Agriculture, Prairie 
View A. & M. College ~ Prairie View, Texas. 

On leave f rom August, 1945 to September, 1946, Special Assistant to Director 
of Personnel , u. S. Department of Agriculture , Wa~hington, D. C. 

On leave from February, 1956 to September, 1957 9 Director, Fundamental Educa-
tion , Jarvis College , Hawkins, Te~as. 

What is the Outstanding Achievement of the Nominee duri ng the year ending November 
1 (present year) that entitles him to consideration 

for one of the Annual Alumni ~ ards, 

This nominee is perhaps one of the Institution's most illustrious graduatas. 



Follo• ing the completion of his undergraduate ~ork and serving as instructor 
for a period of some t~o years, he entered Cornell University, earned his 
Masters and Doctor of Philosophy Degrees in 1934. At this time, but very 
fe• Negroes held such distinction. 

He was employed at Kentucky State College, Frankfo :c i. , :~entucky, as State 
Teacher Trainer in Agricultural Education and Resear ch Specialist. Here 
he gained the approval of the College Administ ration, State and National 
Officials in his field of specialization, and many li f e long f riends. 

Having resigned this posi t ion to retur n to his Alma Mater in 1937, he has 
completed 25 years of service here, as Head Teacher Trainer in Agricultural 
Education . 

In December~ 1961, this nominee was honored by his Alma Mater for his out
standing contribution to the institution during t hese 25 years of service . 

He served as Head of the Graduate School during the period or its organiza
tion, thus bringing to the institution a graduate school that has not 
only grown in numbers by leaps and bounds, but one t hat is recognized by 
accrediting agencies as a fi~st class graduate school. 

He has served on and headed most of the major committees having to do ~i t h 
policies, administrati on, ar.d long time planning a projected program for 
his Alma Mater. 

Since coming to Prairie Vie~, the nominee has had numerous offers for positions 
of high honors, such as the Presidency, Maryland Stat e College, Princess 
Ann, Maryland. Headship of Foreign Service positions; he ~«is h',ice given 
leave of absence for a period of 12 months , respectively to the United 
States Department of Agricul t ure as Assistant t o the Director of Personnel, 
and as Director of Fundamental Education and Administrative Dean of Jarvis 
Christian College, Hawkins, Te~as. 

So well did he serve these positions that his services were requested permanent
ly. 

During his tenure of service at Prairie View, the nominee has held many offices 
of honor, such as E~ecutive Secretary of the National Organization of Ne" 
Farmers of America, which office he has served for a period of seven or more 
years. As E~ecutive secretary, he has major responsibili t ies for the plan
ning and the operation of the program for Negro farm boys throughout the 
southland . 

Ev~n though a busy person , he has found time to take a leading roll in the 
afialrs of the Local Alumni Club and as a member of the Alumni Board of 
Directors, which Board he chaired for several years. 

The nominee is married to Mrs. Reta Poole Norri s, and they are t~d proud parents 
of a lovely daughter, Miss Jean K. Norris, presently ,~r:iploy.;d as professor 
in the Department of English at North Carolina Sta te CollDQe, Durham, North 



Carolina, and a son, Ernest M. Norris, Jr., a former s~udent of Pratt 
Institute School of Arts and a graduate of Texas Southern University, 
School of Arts. He is presently employed by~ Publishing Company in 
Houstont Texas. 

A Christian gentleman, he is a member of Mt. Corinth Baptist Church, Hempstead, 
Texas. 

Signed by person making noQination 
Address of person making nomination 



P:t;tIRIE vr~: G:r)ff'-.:-:AL ;,. UF :H ,,;,TD ::::'X-STUn::::::iTS' ASSOC Ii~'I·rmr 
PRA PE VIE\i A t i~ CO - L:lO!: 

PRAPI::: VCii , 'I:".XAS 

Form for ~omination of a Candidate for the 
Annual Alumni A•.-1ard 

Full lfame of i.'forninee Dr. Ernest M- Norris 

Present Address Prairie View A. & M. College, Prairie View, Texas 

Years of attendD.nce e.t Prairie View _____________________ _ 

}raduated? --'Ya;._::;e..::;s'--· ___ Year? __ 1_9_2_7 ___ Degrce or C~rtificate received __ _ 
Yes or ~fo 

E. S., M.S., B.A., Tailoring Cert., etc. 

\·/hat other coUegc, if any, has nomin€e ~ttencied: 

------------------..-:~s a graduate or undergruauate 

student: ________ Did he i'.;I'aduate? _________ Degree received: 

_________ Year: 

Give brief sketch of occu}'Jational activities since graauation _________ _ 

Uhat is the Outstanding Achievement of the Nominee durinf' the y ear ending Nov
enbrr 1 (:present year) that c>ntitles him to co,1sideration 

for one of the Annual AlUJTlni Awards 

(Use back if nteCessar,r) 

Signed by :r_Jerson 111akin{; nomination 
Addrr ss of 1Jerson l"!e.king nomination 



Dr. E. M. Norris 

Years of attendance at Prairie View __ 1-'-9-~~5_-_l-'-9-~-'7 __ Degree or 

Certificate received B.S. - Agriculture 

T,,!~t other college, if any, has nominee attended: Tuskegee Institute{~,~ t ~ 
(7 ~ Uu-> y 
Cornell University 

Did he gradua.te? __ Y_e_s _______ Degree received: HS, PhD Year 1934 

Give brief sketch of occupational activities since gr aduation : 

June 1927 - August 1929 - Instructor in Horticulture, Acting Professor 
of Soils and Crops . - Prairie View A&M Colhge, Prairie View, Texas 

September 1929 - July 1937 - Teacher Trainer, Director of Hesearch, 
Kentucky State College, Frankfort, Ky. 

September 1937 - to present time - Head Teacher Trainer - Agriculture 
Prairie View A&-J.1 College, Prairi e View, 'l'exas 

On leave from August 1945 - September 1946 - Special Assistant to Director 
of Personnel - U. S. Department of Agriculture, ~,ashington, D.C. 

On leave from February 1956 - September 1957 - Director, Fundamental 
Education - Jarvis College, Hawki ns, Texas. 



Outstanding achievement of the nominee entiling him to the award. 

This nominee is perhaps one of the institutions most illustrious graduates. 

Following the completion of his undergraduate work 
for a period of some two years, he entered Cornell 
Masters and Doctor of Philosophy deerees in 1934. 
few Negroes held such distination. 

I • -- • 

and serving as instructor 
University, earned his 
At this time, but very 

He was employed at Kentucky State College, Frankfort, Kentucky, as State 
Teacher Trainer in Agricultural Education and Research Specialist. Here 
he gained the approval of the college Administration..,and State and National 
Officials in his field of Specialization and many life long friends. 

Having resigned this position to return to his Alma Mater in 1937, he has 
completed 25 years of Service here, as Head Teacher Trainer in Agricultural 
Education. 

In December 1961, this nominee was honored by his Alma Mater for his out
standing contribution to the institut~ ion during these 25 years of service. 

He served as Head of the Graduate Schools during the period of its organi
zation, thus bringing to the institution a graduate school that has not only 
grown in numbers by leaps and bounds, but one that is recognized by acctediting 
agencies as a first class graduate school. 

He has served on and headed most of the major committees having to do with 
policies, administration, and long time planning a projected program for his 
Alma Mater. 

Since coming to Prairie View, the nominee has had numerous offers for positions 
of high honors, such as the Presidency, Maryland state College, Princess Ann, 
Maryland. Headship of Foreign Service positions; he was twice given leave of 
absence for a period of 12 months, respectively to the United States Department 
of Agriculture as Assistant to the Director of Personnel and as Director of 
Fundamental Education and Administrative Dean of Jarvis Christian College, 
Hawkins, Texas. 

So well did he serve these positions that his services were requested per
manently. 

During his tenure of service at Prairie View, the nominee has held n~ 
offices of honor, such as Executive Secretary of the National Organization of 
New Farmers of America, which office he has served for a period of seven or 
more years. As ~ecutive Secretary1 he ha$'major responsibilities for the 
planning and the operation of the program for negro farm boy, throughout 
the southland. • 

Even though a busy person, he has found time to take a; leading roll in the 



affair.;._ of the local Alumni Club and as a member of the Alumni Board of 
Directors, which Board he chaired for several years. 

- l<-•-0. .,, • ' 
The nominee is married to Mrs. a~at.o Poole Norris, and they are the pr-owd-
parents of a lovely daughter, Miss Jean K. Norris, presently employed as 
a professor in the Dep:irtment of English at North Carolina State College, 
Durham, North Carolina, and a son Eirnest M. Norris, Jr., a former stuaent 
of PrjQtt Institute School of Arts and a graduate of Texas Southern University 
School- of Arts. He is presently employed by a publishing company in Houston, 
Texas. 

A Christian gentleman, he is a member of Mt. Corintd.,Baptist Church, Hempstead, 
I Texas. 
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