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1878

Announcing the Observance of the Centennial Year
of

PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY g

P L)\/ (7 //}1 /f//;
January 1, 1978 through December 31, 1978

Prairie View had its beginning in 1876, the first year of the Texas Constitution, of the common free school system
and at the dawn of higher education in Texas.

The 15th Legislature authorized the school for Negro youth, corresponding with the establishment of Texas A&M
University and under the provisions of the Morrill Land Grant College Act. A three-man commission, working with an
initial appropriation of $20,000, purchased the Alta Vista plantation, east of Hempstead, as the site for the new state
institution. Following needed repairs, the property and affairs of the college were turned over to the A&M College Board

of Directors on January 18, 1878.
On March 11, 1878, the institution enrolled its first class of eight young men. Kirby Hall, the stately plantation

house, which formerly housed a fashionable girls” school, was the college’s first building — situated on a hill in the
surrounding prairie.

Today, Prairie View is 100 years old an still a part of the Texas A&M University System. Its annual operating
budget exceeds $33 million and its enroliment is about 6000. The Physical Plant has grown to over 150 buildings valued
at an estimated $90 million. Its services now cover the length and breadth of Texas, the nation and the world.



Centennial Year Kick-Off Banquet

The Grand Ballroom—Shamrock Hilton Hotel, Houston, Texas
January 27, 1978 — 7:30 p.m.

— PROGRAM —

Presiding — Dr. A. |. Thomas, President, Prairie View A&M University

MUSICAL PRELUDE
Dr. Robert Henry, Chairman — The Department of Music
Prairie View A&M University

INVOCATION
The Rev. W. Van Johnson, Dean of the Chape!

PIANO SOLO
Jeftery Stirrup — Music Major — Prairie View A&M University

THE OCCASION
Dr. E. Joahanne Thomas, Chairman, Department of English Prairie View A&M University

D-I-N-N-E-R

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND INTRODUCTIONS
President A. |. Thomas

MUSICAL SELECTIONS

Miss Joan Holbert, Alumna Dr. Danny Kelly, Alumnus Mr. Dorceal Duckens, Alumnus
Houston, Texas Baltimore, Maryland Washington, D. C.

CENTENNIAL SALUTES

Mr. Clyde H. Wells Dr. J. K. Williams Dr. A. |. Thomas
Chairman, Board of Regents Chancellor President

Texas A&M University System Texas A&M University System Prairie View A&M University
Mr. Herbert Melton Dr. Burnis L. Johnson Mr. Kenneth Edmondson
Alumni Representative Faculty Representative President, Student Senate
Prairie View A&M University Prairie View A&M University Prairie View A&M University

THE ALMA MATER
Song “Texas” (Prior to 1920)
“Away Out on the Prairie” (1921 to 1939) “Dear Prairie View” (after 1939)

Dr. O. A. Fuller, Composer of the words for the present Alma Mater and Former Chairman,
Department of Music, Prairie View A&M University

BENEDICTION
The Reverend W. Van Johnson
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