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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY
OF TEXAS

COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION BUILDING
SUNDAY MORNING, AUGUST NINETEENTH
NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-NINE

TEN-THIRTY O’CLOCK



GIFT TO THE UNIVERSITY FROM THE CLASS OF 1979

The Class of 1979 is indeed proud to continue the

tradition established by previous senior classes—that of leaving

4 permanent reminder of their love and esteem for Prairie View A&M University. The gift from the Class of 1979 is a

cash contribution which was presented at the Mav Commencement.

THr Crass or 1979

SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS

President .................

Vice-President

.............

............ CARoOLYN SMITH
.............. Bossy GLazE

Sec.t:etary .................................. Par Brancu
Assistant Secretary. ..., .................. SuaunNe Tusss
Trezfsurer e PHILLIP ALEXANDER
Parliamentarian .. ................. THERESA WILLIAMS
Reporter ........................... ... Deverrs Jowes
Spomsors ........ Dr. C. T. Epwaros, Mzrs. Mary Parkzr

Ms. SrirLey STAPLES, DR. EstaEr TyLer

COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE

Dr. Epwarp W. MARTIN Miss ANITA BERny

Chairman Mz. JonaTHAN Davis
Dr. Marton Henry MR. RoBert V. CoLE

Co-Chairman Mr. LEe HENDERsON
Dr. C. T. Epwanps Mgs. R. L, B, Evans

Co-Chairman Dr. Lucrus Wyatr

Dr, DympLE Cooksey
Mz. R. E. CARREATHERS

*Miss CYNTHIALYNN PATTERSON
Dr. Danny KeLLEY

Rev. W. Van Jounson
Mnr. RonaLp LEVERETT
MR. SAMUEL MONTGOMERY
Mgr. LoreNzo TRAMELE
Mn. FrREppIE KALLIE

Mr. LuTHER Francis

MR. PrLLIp NICKLEBERRY

Dr. C. A. Woon

Mn, FRANR WHITE

Mr. LEroy ManioN
Mr. A, E. LeBraux
Dn. O1is WEBSTER
*Mnr. GEorRGE Dawson
*MR. QuinTiN Burrock

THE COMMENCEMENT PROCESSION

An appropriate costume is a necessary part of Commencement. The costume includes a cap, a gown, and a hood.

Each part of the costume has special significance.

The most common head-piece (or cap) for the ceremony is the black, square, flat-topped, or “mortar board” type
with gold or black tassel. It is called a “mortar board” because it is shaped like the board of the mason which holds
the mortar. Recently we are seeing large velvet Tam-O-Shanter styles of head pieces replacing the mortar board.
Some of the velvet tams are brilliantly colored such as orange or bright blue.

The tassel on the doctor’s cap is usually gold, and permanendy fastened on the left side. The master’s cap has
a black tassel worn on the left. The bachelor’s cap has a black tassel worn on the right prior to graduation, then mov-

ed to the left during the cerermony.

The hood can be the most colorful part of the entre costume. The colors inside the hood are those of the college
or university which awarded the degree. The color of the outside rim of the hood sympolizes one of the following

departments of learning.

Agriculture ... ..o Maise
Arts, Letters, Humanities ..................... White
Commerce Accountancy, Business............... Drab
Y T2 O P Lilac
ECONOMICS - vvveemancnein e Copper
Education ........coviiiviiiiiiiie Light Blue
Engineering ......coovvueveiovaiiiiennn.s ... Orange
Fine Arts, including Architecture.............. Brown
FOrestry .. ....oovinmniimnennnae e s Russet
Geography.........ccoveiii it Blue and Green
Home Economics .................... Golden Yellow
Journalism ... ... .. Crimson
Industrial Education ..............covnt. Light Blue
AW oot Purple
Library Science ........ccoovoiirneiiiininn. Lemon

Medicine .......... ... Green
Music ... o.oo Pink
Nursing ... e Apricot
Oratory (Speech) ....................... Silver Gray
Pharmacy ........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiat, Olive Green
Philosophy ... . .......c.ii Dark Blue
Physical Education....................... Sage Green

Public Administration, including
Foreign Service

Public Health..................... ... Salmon Pink
SCIRMCE ...t v Golden Yellow
Social Work ... Citron
Technology .............c.c it Golden Yellow
Theology .....ccoviiivi i Scarlet
Veterinary Science ................ ...l Gray

The gown is usually black. The traditional doctor’s gown has velvet panels down the front and three velvet bars
on the regular sleeves. The master’s gown has no velvet, but does have um?sunlly long sleeves. The bachelor’s gown
is similar to the master’s but has regular length sleeves which tend to be pointed. :

Some gowns may be in the color of the department granting the degree, such as “Education Blue.” Others may be
“yale Blue” or “Harvard Crimson” for graduates of these universities.
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OR2JTR OF EXERCISES

Presiding: Dr. Arvin 1. THoMAs
President, Prairie View A&M University

ORGAN PRELUDE:

.......... ettt aiieeiaieiiiiiiiiieiiees ovve...Dr. Danny R, KELLEY

Organist
THE CONVOCATION PROCESSION

COMMENTATOR FOR THE PROCESSION . ... . ... ... ... ... ... (... .. Mn. C. A. THoMAS

Registrar, Prairie View A&M University
PROCESSIONAL: “War March of the Priests” (Athalia). .. ... ... ... ... ... .. .............. Mendelssohn
Dr. Danny R. KeLLEY, Organist
Administrative Officers and Faculry
Candidates for the Bachelor’s Degree
Candidates for the Master’s Degree
Retiring Staff Members
The ‘-esident and His Parry
CALLTO WORSHIP . .. .. ... e R Tue Reverenp W. Van JoHNsON
Dean of Chapel, Prairic View A&M University
HYM: “Faith of Our Fathers”

............................................................... Congregation
SCRIPTUREAINVOCATION .. ...t i i i e Twae Reverenp W. VAN JoHNsoN
MUSIC: Recitative “Ye people rend your hearts” (Elijah)

Aria “If with all your hearts” . .. .. ... . e e F. Mendelssohn

GErALD WALKER, Tenor
THE INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER

........................ Dr. ALvin I. THoMAS
President, Prairie View A&M University

THE CONVOCATION ADDRESS .. ............ ... .. e .Dr. NorMAN HACKERMAN

President, William Marsh Rice University
Houston, Texas

.................................................... arr. R. A. Henry
LARRY WALKER, Baritone

THE CONFERRING OF DEGREES BY L PRESIDENT
ALUMNI PLEDGE FOR THE CLASS OF 1979

MUSIC: Spiritual “Go down, Moses”

....................................... Dr. S. R. CoLLins, '49
Dean, College of Industrial Education and Technology and
University Liaison Officer to the Natonal Alumni Association

Prairie View A&M University

PRESENTATION OF DISTINGUI! ED SERVICE AWARDS. ....................... Dr. Awvin 1. TaoMas
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION IN THE NAVY AND

MARINE CORPS OF THE UNITED STATES.. ....... e Caprain F. D. RicearpsonN

Professor of Naval Science
Prairic View A&M University
ADMINISTRATION OF OATH ... ... . i i ey Carpramn F. D. RicHarpsoN

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSION IN THE ARMY OF

THE | TED STATES . . o i CoLoNEL ANDREW BLanD

Professor, Military Science

Prairic View A&M University

...................... ceeve « wvviivn... CoLoNEL James W. WaLLACE, 55
Fort Hood, Texas

......................................................... . PrEsipENT ALvIN 1. TroMAs

......................................................... Fuller-Sibelius
BENEDICTIO

RECESSIONAL: “Pomp and Circumstance”

................................................... Edward Eigar
(Audience Seated)

Membe  of the Audience are requested to remsin in their seats until the Academic Profession has left the Auditorium.
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EARNESTINE B. BAKER

B.S., Hampton Institute, 1967
MARGIE L. GIPSON

B.S., Prairie View College, 1954

JUDITH A, COLLETTE

B.S., University of Texas, 1966
WILLIAM G. SANDERS

B.S., University of Houston, 1972

RUTH E.FERGUSON

B.S., Texas Southern University, 1974
PATRICIA A. GARDNER

B.S., Texas Southern University, 1974
ERMA J. JEFFERSON

B.S., Prairie View College, 1972
MAUDESTA C. LILLY

B.S., Prairie View College, 1966
RUBY J. MACKEY

B.S., Prairie Vieww A&M University 1974
DEBRA M. McDONALD

B.S., Prairic View College, 1972
BILLYE C. ROYSTON

B.S., Bishop College, 1973

HOME ECONOMICS

Cypress TERESA K. NICKLEBERRY
B.S., Prairie View College, 1973
Lufkin ANTHONIA I, OBADON

B.S., Georgia College, 1978

INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION

Houston JAMES C. TURLINGTON
B.S., Stephen F. Austin, 1957

Houston

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Houston KATRINA A. SHAW

B.S., Central State University, 1976
Houston JACQUELINE K. THOMAS

B.S., Prairic View A&M University, 1975
Houston NANCY A. WALKER

B.S., Prairie View College, 1972
Houston JOSEPHINE WATKINS

B.S., Prairie View College, 1973
Houston THOMAS E. WILBORN

B.A., Prairic View A&M University, 1977
Houston ARNETHA E. WILEY

B.S., Prairic View College, 1972
Houston GRACE E. WILSON

B.A., Prairic View College, 1960

SECONDARY EDUCATION (Agricultural Education)

FRANK H. GORDON
B.S.. Southern University, 1956

HARRIS E. BELL
B.S., Texas Texas College, 1977

DEBRA S. SEE
B.A., Prairic View A&M University, 1978

Houston DENNIS N. ONWUMERE

B.B.A., Texas Southern University, 1978

SECONDARY EDUCATION (History)
Jacksonville, Fla.

VIVIAN L. STAUTHER

Freeport

SECONDARY EDUCATION (Physical Education)

EUGENE E. TOMAS Richmond
B.S., Prairic View A&M University, 1977
SUPERVISION
Nederland JANICE R. HUDO

JANETTE H. BROUSSARD

B.S., Lamar State College of Technology, 1973

JOYCELYN Y. COPE

B.S., Southwest Texas State University, 1972

WYNNELL T. FANT
B.S., East Texas Baptist College, 1969

DOROTHY W. GAY
B.A., Prairic View A&M College, 1969

ALVAH D. FIARRELL
B.S., Bishop College, 1972

San Antonio

B.S., Southwest Texas State University, 1975

CASSAND! J. KEEN
B.A., North Central College, 1972

Seabrook DORETHA T. NORMAN

B.S., Southern University, 1966
Flouston SARAH M. RUEHMAN

B.A., Marycrest College, 1970
Houston HUGH C. TUCKER

B.S., University of Texas, 1975

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE oF M iTER OF SCIENCE

DICKSON IDUSUYI
B.S., Southern University, 7

DJUAl ] HILL o
B.S., Frairic View A&M University, 1976
ENNIS I. MARSHALL
B.S., Paul Quinn College, 1975

AGRICULTURE

Prairie View

BIOLOGY
Prairie View HERMAN TURNER
B.S., Prairie View ¢ 4 University, 1977
Houston DATISY B. WALKER

5., Prairie View A College, 1970

Prairie View

Houston

Waller

Houston

Clute
Hempstead

Houston

Wellborn
Houston

Houston

Houston

Lake Jackson

Houston

Rosenburg
Prairie View
Richmond
Richmond

veston

uston






COMMISSIONS IN THE ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES

BARNES, Willie ., Second Licutenant, Engincer Corps, U. S. Army Reserve, Bagdad, Florida
BROWN, Rederick, Second Lieutenant, Infantary, U. S. Army Reserve, Texas City, Texas
BURLESON, Michael, Second Lieutenant, Air Defense, U. S. Army Reserve, San Antonio, Texas
NICHOLS, Carl L., Sccond Lieutenant, Infantry, U. S, Army Reserve, Killeen, Texas

TISBY, Curtis L., Second Licutenant, Infantry, U. S. Army Reserve, Waskom, Texas

COMMISSION IN THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS
OF THE UNITED STATES

MOSLEY, Ronald S., Ensign, Supply Corps, U. S. Navy, Hempstcad, Texas

HONOR STUDENTS

Summa Cumma Cum Laude

KATHY SUE BIGSBY LORA M. GAITWCOD DEBRA ROSS GREGORY TOOTE
OMEGA FAYE ELMORE

Magna Cum Laude

CECELIA A. ADAMS BRENDA F. HARPER SHARON D. SMITH YOLUNDA WILLIS
JAMIE L. DOOLEY

Cum Laude
IGNATIUS W. AKPABIO CLEQO McCLELLAND C. D. PATTERSON VENITA PUNCH
MELVA D. FALLS RONALD S. MOSLEY RICARDA P. PRICE LEWIS W. SMITH

RETIRING STAFF

(Members of the Presidents’ Party)

Mg. JoserH R. BATTLE, Assistant Professor and Head, Commercial Food Department
College of Industrial Education and Technology

Dgr. Averep T. Kyt b, Associate Professor and Teacher Educator
(Vocational Industrial Education), College of Industrizl Education and Technology

Mgs. FLo  pa J. YELDELL, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics and Geography
College of Arts and Sciences
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