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former Colored Branch); in Frankfort, at Kentucky State University,
the Kentucky Historical Society, and the Kentucky Department for
Libraries and Archives; and in Bowling Green at Western Kentucky
University. These places have county histories, city directories, tax
rolls, property listings, school reports, and the Manuscript Census for
Kentucky. Scholars must also conduct research in the public libraries
in small Kentucky towns. Over the last decade, many communities
constructed new libraries or renovated and enlarged existing facilities.
Virtually all of these libraries have a Kentucky History section,
containing works of local interest and newspaper clippings. The
libraries in Henderson and Owensboro had primary source materials
documenting some aspect of race relations in the early 1900s.
Equally important for my work turned out to be research at
Atlanta University, the Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture in New York, and in Washington, D.C. at Howard University,
the National Archives, and in both the Manuscript Division and
General Reading Room of the Library of Congress. These archives

contain the organizational records of the National Association for the



Advancement of Colored People, the National Urban League, the
Association of Southern Women for the Prevention of Lynching, and
the Commission of Interracial Cooperation. The Booker T.
Washington Papers, which are located at the Library of Congress, are
rich in detail about black schools, leaders, and local race relations
and, therefore, proved useful in all of my works on Kentucky blacks.
With their contemporary accounts and basic facts that could not
be documented from other sources, newspapers and periodicals
proved to be extremely useful. A few white newspapers presented
balanced perspectives of race relations, which was often surprising
given the context of the time. More often than not, however, white
editors (and especially letters written to the editors) reflected the
racial biases of their day. In that regard their views were a constant
reminder of how deeply embedded racial prejudice was in the white
mind. With their detailed accounts of racial friction, community life,
and leaders, black newspapers and journals are a key ingredient in
the writing about Kentucky blacks. The real tragedy relating to the

black press is that from the fifty or sixty black newspapers published



in Kentucky since the Civil War only a miniscule number have been
preserved in any form. | devoted countless number of hours
compensating for the absence of Kentucky black newspapers by
reading black journals from all over the country. On occasion, the
complete edition of a newspaper failed to include a single reference
to Kentucky blacks. This very demanding exercise proved worthwhile
when | discovered events relevant to my study in the newspaper. In
short, scholars will be well served by reading any black newspaper or
magazine available to them that covers the time period of their
subject. Even if they fail to find any specific data on Kentucky, they
should come away with a sense of similar problems of blacks
elsewhere and how the Kentucky story fits into the larger Afro-
American experience in the country. But, just like the white press,
Afro-American newspapers contain shortcomings as well: They were
too centered on the activities and aspirations of the black elite,
providing far too little insights about the experiences of the vast

majority of blacks.



