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About the Authors

Dr. Peter Ampim is an Assistant Professor in the Department
of Agriculture, Nutrition and Human Ecology of the College of
Agriculture and Human Sciences at Prairie View A&M University
(PVAMU). His current research activities span sustainable
agriculture and specialty crops. He is the Supervisor of Dr. Eric
Obeng.

Dr. Hua-Jun Fan is a Professor in the Department of Chemistry at
PVAMU. His research is computational modeling of the reaction
mechanism of various organic, organometallic compounds. He
has mentored ~300 students and has published more than 30 peer-
reviewed journals.

Dr. Richard W. Griffin is a tenured Professor in the Agriculture
program of the College of Agriculture and Human Sciences at
PVAMU. His research interests include: soils, soil health, hydric
soils, wetlands, water quality, and environmental science.

Phillip Harris majored in Agriculture with a concentration in
Agricultural Economics. He graduated on May 13, 2017 and is
working with the Texas Department of Agriculture in the Organics
Division. Phillip’s goal is to become a Regional Director in
the Agricultural Consumer Protection Division of the Texas
Department of Agriculture.

Dr. Annette A. James is a former Assistant Professor in the
Agriculture program of the College of Agriculture and Human
Sciences at PVAMU. Her research interests include: Agronomy,
Crops, Horticulture, Soils, and Agro-meteorology. She has taught
courses that ranged from Crop Science to Environmental Soil
Science.
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Dr. Eric Obeng is a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Cooperative
Agricultural Research Center of the College of Agriculture and
Human Sciences. He works with Dr. Peter Ampim. He is an
Agronomist and currently works on specialty crops.

Benjamin A. Onweni is a senior Mechanical Engineering major
at PVAMU. He participated in the 2017 Research Experience
for Undergraduate Students Program at PVAMU. His expected
graduation date is May, 2020.

Javon D. Polk is a senior in Agriculture with a concentration in
Plant and Soil Sciences and a minor in Health at PVAMU. He
has worked as a Student Hourly Research Assistant in the College
of Agriculture and Human Sciences since his sophomore year.
During the summer of 2018, he worked as a Summer Research
Assistant in the Natural Resources and Environmental Systems
Research Group of the CARC. His expected graduation date is
May, 2019.

Falonne Moumbogno Tchodimo was a undergraduate student
when she participated with this project. She pursued a masters in
Chemistry at PVAMU. She will pursue her doctorate degree at
The University of Texas-San Antonio in the fall 2019.

Robert J.F. Thomas is a junior in high school from Huffman,
Texas. He participated in the 2017 Research Experience for High
School Students Program at PVAMU. His expected graduation
date is May, 2020.

Edward K. Timms III is a sophomore in Agriculture with a
concentration in Plant and Soil Sciences at PVAMU. He has worked
as a Student Research Assistant in the College of Agriculture and
Human Sciences since his freshman year, and during the past two
summers, the USDA — ARS in Riesel, Texas, has employed him.
His expected graduation date is May 2021.
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Dr. Aruna Weerasooriya is Research Scientist. He is the
leader of the Plant Systems Research Group at the Cooperative
Agricultural Research Center of the College of Agriculture and
Human Sciences. Dr. Weerasooriya is a Plant Scientist and focuses
on medicinal plants.

Dr. Guoquan Zhou is an Associate Professor of Ningbo
University of Technology. He was a visiting Research Associate in
the Department of Chemistry at PVAMU. He finished the project
and has since moved back to China.
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