
Prairie View A&M University Prairie View A&M University 

Digital Commons @PVAMU Digital Commons @PVAMU 

Carrie Belle Coss Collections PVAMU Faculty and Administrator 

1931 

Pillars Of Prairie View - O.J. Baker - 1931 Pillars Of Prairie View - O.J. Baker - 1931 

Prairie View A&M College 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/carrie-belle-coss-collections 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Prairie View A&M College. (1931). Pillars Of Prairie View - O.J. Baker - 1931. Retrieved from 
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/carrie-belle-coss-collections/9 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the PVAMU Faculty and Administrator at Digital 
Commons @PVAMU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Carrie Belle Coss Collections by an authorized 
administrator of Digital Commons @PVAMU. For more information, please contact hvkoshy@pvamu.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/carrie-belle-coss-collections
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/faculty-and-admin-collections
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/carrie-belle-coss-collections?utm_source=digitalcommons.pvamu.edu%2Fcarrie-belle-coss-collections%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/carrie-belle-coss-collections/9?utm_source=digitalcommons.pvamu.edu%2Fcarrie-belle-coss-collections%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:hvkoshy@pvamu.edu


-'thi; • ai 111e .,,·111aiir1o • ,11, , ·up:;·, -:·,~---~.;;n;.·n i,, 
. - : ." :.- · , ~ • --~ .• • ,' ~\.,.;: • . . ~! , · _:: iferpilt)ldent ot bu,lldlna1·uct1r-,.,., '. ' American Llbnrt,! , 
'· ·· • .. ' · • .:. · · : · ;' '·1 P,,.?!;Qundl and ai nlcht t~lln~t,t-~ • ~:Gommltltt OQ' 

-~-~ .. •' PI L [AR S~:i; ~::t .. ' /' -~·~Spetm~ ::_C~~t•s, :t~'."!'?fl,:a~•;· -'.: • 19~'-~7; :rau.s~,,~c , 
. ·~ .... •• ••• ,r ;;-~~ 1 • ---· •;<t~Jty •• ~ . ., .-:-~ ,,,, ... _ ~-. •t , .--.-tet toStudyStn~r~t,. 

. • : •· : : -.i:~~-:, •• •• ,~\•Graduattnc· trom .Morehouse:~,-: ~-":bz:ary ~acUIU11 t>r·lf _t,1 

f · p • • ~·-. _ ·1 ,: .Cotiep,wlth ' highest . honors .~ !:f.,·. 'Te~,-'. 1943-1944: _udi~•I'; 
0 -· r,a11;1.e-"~ ~:: . '•11930,: he·enrottedat Hampton,; )' man; .Commltteeon8~~ ·. · < <' _-.~~- · .-:,.:ji1Jnst1tute,~.1931, to study tlbra.J,-i~~- nnltory LJfe1 Pralrll:V,ln~ 

V 
• , .. ,; ;·t / · . :;,'rlanshtp; 111e·Jullus RosenwaW-t ·,;: . • .Colte1te. 1; · , ·~ ·i~:;;'! . . :•t:, 

. I e W, r. ~:":' ~•- ',c· ,•r" '): Fund financed this undertaklng:1:-'.> : · -. .'~Other ,· •. work • experiences: 
:;: .'~J ., ':-,- r..,.: .: ; •·:·,~--1A

0

''. yeadiab.jr · our' subject'ha.d( ,, '\~}·:General ' AdmlnlslratJve .. (;op-
, ', :-• .: ;.: ;i;t ,·~·&.,Jearned'.:1hls: first' professional ;:17} sultan I to Prairie y,1ew;.couerre 

,.. 1~ -'------------:......:......--.:..:...-:--~:-:-:, -::.;;,::;-,."!'; ~. -.-: .~,,;/: degree• ~and· had ooen· Invited', . ./ .:1Llbrarlan, 11966--1 January. l!i, 
: <· '.';'_(,~i-! ,_. •. '1'.1 to serve·.· .. as;.head I lbrarlan .ai:0 ,~ 'i. :.· 1968;-Acllve Librarian, Pralrlr 

{~•/r/~· (,)~gralrl~ Xlew A&M College .. _·-~·;;;,:;.;:View A&M -~ollege, 19~~-(Sep­
;;.[';·· · ' ~ . • .He ar,rh:ed al Prairie V lew }·~:" !ember) • • present; ·: )lead, 
·,:;~ ~··:-_ •• ::· on June:.61 ·1931 and never lert~,-L-C'-' ·Department or, Llbrary!-Scie.­
ti-~·/;:\:·'.:/:· His ~irst ~aJor_ duly at this col-)~,-;;-~'.~n~e, 1945-1966 and 19_6&~date. 
;;;~·: •• • ~;~?l_ege ' was···to _move the llbrar~1:\ '~,-.; • Membership In Learn~(l•So­
.•:~ •., ': •. ,,'of• about 6 000 good books from ·-•:.,;·;11, c!etles ·• Texas Library-Assa­
f:_,,;? :. ~.ti the · east ~ide, .first flo(!r,- or:;\t; clallon; ~outhwestern· Library 
,. •. ··: ·: ·"' · the old Science Building to the ,, ;·.· .. •Assoclahon; American Library 
-l.i • :~:-: top floor ·or the newly comp!'-~:~•- ·. Association; Texas State',Tea-

' 
_1.~ 

j' 

I 
' 1 

0. J, BAKER 

.,.,, .:;\ • .~ ;'eted Education Bldg. • , :.,>:.: " vchers, Association; Academyor 
.;::,L1~~~1i.::~ ··.~.·'. •. • • •. • Our.subject and his library,~~' . Political and Social Science. 

-~'r\}.'\~'.-~ ',:; : .- .-, . staff" : W ·rull-tlme assistant -.. \ · • Authorship . (significant) "" • 
.-;';'~f~.~~{1.~'f/: .~:'f J:' • •. • . and six student assistants) ser- : .' .':_ "Libr~ry Service ,In Negro Col-

,;.,;::-\ ·(::,..l~f· ·:~·-... 1 • : : ved the college community in .. ;:: )eges ... Texas'.' News Noted, 
.'.~\-;\ :1_ .. s-~=:--:}a~it1 -~';;,~-. •. an impartial, nonpartisan, and :'~~ 19: 3-10 (April '.43); • "Senior 
:: ",,r2-· :', ;;.;;;'.r '.,r, ·, . .' unbiased manner in the Edu- _"';::: .College Libraries for Negroes 
• • . ·:.'/,·! \\~;~;· ·t·.:. • , . , cation Bu!ld!ng _,for some four- • '._. . in Texas" ~ollege and Rese-

, , .,<,;'.:'.!:;•. •,! ·,. ·-~: teen years. ·<-:-,_ arch Libraries, 5: 75-83 (Dec. 
,' t-~=. ,·fh . : · Taking tif!1e out in 1935-36 • • .-,.::,..~'43); "Improv~ment of the Ne-

·,t to earn his·second profession-'; .: gro College Library," Joi. of 
al degree in library science at ··-:·· . Negro · Education, 16: (96-100 
Columbia University, he retur- • (Winter '47); ' •The Teacher's 
ned to Prairie View prepared . ' Part in Fostering the Student's 
to renew his services to the Use of the Library,• · Journal 
college and the state in ever- .:·, of Higher Education, 19: 307-
widening areas. His Columbia • . . 12 (June '48) 
experience was sponsored by The Prairie View fam !ly has 
the General Education Board. known no other more faithful 

-,. •• In 1944-1945 the old W. R. . than O. J. Ba.leer. In an age o! .. .... : : .. .... 
. : ,. .1sc-,' ,_ Banks library was erected and·, noisy pushers he has always 
.._':~_·.;_·~-. in July of 1945, our subject,*. ·.· been quiet and refined. When 

Bred :µ1d born in a small mes in those days. moved the book stockandequip- '.; the vulgar treasured public im-
hamlet In Pike county, Alab- Having secured the permis- _..._ ment into this new facility . The / ' age, he has known the sat!sfac-
ama, among relatives who were sion of the principal of Payne • library staff at that time con- · . :! • tion of real character. Wher 
all farmers, at the age of four University to work his way th- sisted of nilie full-time people- • .the shallow have reduced lear-
his parents moved lo a small rough school there, he enrolled the librarian and eight ass!s- . .. • ning to shop-.,worn cliches, his 

1 town named Troy which was in September of 1916 and was tan ts. This event started a ser- ·,. •. • has been the ' temper and the 
l- twel~e miles away and where placed In the seventh grade. His . ies ·ef professionai experiences --~·:.:outiook of lhe true scholar, lo-
' they resided for two years. work consisted of janitor- .which were rich and rewarding , . ving and valuing knowledge· for 

I From there they moved to a ial sP.rv!ces in a brick building in their significance. It ended its ,own sake. When the place-
smaller town, 53 miles south of with six classrooms, an office with his retirement in 1966. .~ man played the cheap politics 

I

• Troy, where he grew to man- suite, and a chapel where a\! During his tenure at Prairie .-:: , of accommodation and appeas-
hood. This town is called An- school programs were held. He View A&M College our subject . ., ement, he has always known how 

•1· da!usla. also cared for two other build- , . had many profitable exper!en- • :: ::·· to be on the side of the an-
. There was no publicly sup- ings on the campus - one con- · . • ces many of which will not be ·; ·., gels, standing for principle at 

1 • ported school for Negroes In taining four rooms and the other :: ,, mentioned in this column .. • \°" .-·•·'. the sacrifice of cheap popular-
• J e!the of the towns named ab- consisting of one large room • He presided over the col- : . ity. When the educational huck-

ove; however, be!levings ar- where ministers wereprepared lege's official functions when . sters have mouthed their low 
dently and fervently in the ef- for pastoral opportunities. the President was absent from • . goals and empty preachments 
ficacy of formal education - Fires for the comfort of stu- the coll~ge, including two trips · as salvations for youth, O. _J. 
as did most black people of that dents and faculty had.to be star- to Africa, 1946-1966. He served • Baker knows how to stand with 
era • Mr. Baker's parents jo- led each morning and main- . on the following permanent . ' the eternal verities that a man 
!neci a compact with other tained throughout each school comm it tee groups: ·: • cannot save his life !.f he does 
black parents in Anda!- day. These were his responsi- . . Commencement Committee, . . not save his soul -- that you can 
usia and in tpe surrounding billt!es, also, as well as the ·: ;'· beginning In 1931-32 and con- · :; ; . . make a silk purse out or a sows 
communities which was desig- maintenance of a suitable supply . .-·-:·: tinuing to this date .. serving _ ·~/-: ear If you can get it out of Its 
ned to provide at least an intr- of kindling and coke (or coal) ·:-:·-.\; as chairman from 1946 to date; ,·:;;-. own mud-wallow. Truly we can 
oduct!on to formal education . for starting and keepiJ:lg the_:•,< Graduate Council, 1938-1960; :,;~\ .. • say of him as Anthony ·said of 
for their offspring. Each adult fires going. Nevertheless, our ~.:;.:..•1:.. Central Teacher Education Co- ·..,~ ;;_ Caeser "His life was gentle. 
contributed ten, filleen or subject managed these chores ·i-·"tuncll : from 6r!g!n. to 1966 and '/;';:, and the elements so mixed In 
twentv-five cents weeklv and succeeded in participat_ing, 'f·.::t:: pre;ently; ••• Research Council}(~:'.· him that nature may rise up and 
depending on his earnings - to successfUlly, in extracurricu- :i:::·/:;,1.from origin to 1969; Education- 1<. say un,~ all the wo~l~, ''.:'his ls 

• they employed a teacher who Jar activities. He parUc!pated in ~-,':';' al Conference from 1932 to 1ts"f.:;;,~• a man ·• 
'. they mployed a teacher who debating, • dramatics, .oratory, · :,.:;;: demise· Slate Executive Com- / · t. · 

taught their youngsters from • and baseball. He developed '· a >-:.-. mittee '_ Interscholastic Lea-:, .. ·• ! 

two to four months a year. This singing voice and became a sue- •?:r gue, 1946-Present; and Libra~ 
instructional program was us- cessful member. orthe ch_9ir and.~·•!•:,., ry Comm !ttee· Cha!imani9~6"'.. 
ually carried on in a church ot the glee club .. During · these _': '.i~: 66, 1968-date. • • •• .. ., . • • 
a lodge hall. It was !nthisfash- yea_rs _he also became a teoor.~•.'\;:i Also, . Educational Policies, .,. 

•. Ion that our subject achieved the soloist • accepted and re spec- ·.; ·;.,. standards, and curric~Ium •. 
sixth grade status. led by his peers, He brought--.-:.,? from organ!Zatlon to 1966; Con- • · 

Mr. Baker lost his father at these tale_nts to Pf~irltl -!ew_.::•:.;.;,.. ference of Negro Librarians In , 
the age of fourteen. He knew with him, •· ·' .. , •• ·; ··~:. Texas (Chairman), 1935-1947; ►-"' 
that his mother's meager cap- At the end of his student tour • •· Summer School· Committee, 19-. i: • . 

. acity to earn would only sup- at Payne University he had ear- . ·• 46-1966; Executive Cabinet, 19- ·:· • , 
.,,· port .. herself. He went to work . . ned the hooor or valedictorian ;;- :~ 35-1966 and presently; Educa-~-.. 
~-t1> earn his own Hying, thus, be-.;!'•/' _of his : 1a~,~.--~!~~~~ce_~n -~~:, ·· _,;'J!onal, Conference Committee, . ., ... 
·,. coming a· school drop· out: Few~ faculty• ' 1 ' • .. 'i(,J .. ',, • .-.,iil ;_i,~~-~~1946" to t lts'·'dem !se; Pres!deilt,-:,,f.Z!:.: 

Negro men of that era, with a Some four years later he en- :.- .... Prairie Slate 'College Employ- ;, -'! . . 
limited education, could earn , rolled at Morehouse College, -'~:• 'j ees Federal Credit Union, 19~J~t . 
more than six dollars a week. Atlanta, Ga. There he played,-..(::··,: 39-1957• Summer Schoo\.1Com.:,;;;C~~ 

baseball and sang In the _glee • .. "'-, ' ··, ·, ,.;::.,~, 
~;!'Therefore, his financial future . 1 d th di ti f th : •.. m!ttee, 1946-1966; · , • 
-:·did not seem too bright. cub un er e rec on° e •.. • • He served on the following -
• • He discovered that his chur- famed Kemper Harreld •. He Ad Hoc gro11pln~: 

. ........ \ .,..,1 ( ,,, • •• • • ,.,, ., •·-· "'"" •l•n .... , .... i..• 


	Pillars Of Prairie View - O.J. Baker - 1931
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1705949537.pdf.8eiCf

