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,y; 1\LLER COUNT'Y 
Off!CE O, Ti I, COUNiY JUDGE 

FIEMPSTEAD, TEXAS 

In oi' Dr . :; a dl er 1 ~ r e marks it would se em lit t l0 
' I '\ •, ,. . -~ ' ;. 

el3G_-be s a id. But it just !:1ight be helpful t hs.t I nm·r r::ci.kc 

a :fei·.r additiona l o:)::;s r vat i ons th 'lt h3.ve come to rne in my 

official capacity . 

First, this :nagn if:Lcient facility th~t lies befo-:e us 

is en est ablis he d f a ct: the pl2n , the brick, the mortar, 

the modern equipment and the experienced personnel - they 

a:::-e a ll here . But to make a success of the undert aking 

more need be considered . 

The upd e r:lying purpose h <'.:.S b een to bring to our people 

in their h our of need, the most modern :t;,aci~ities so thttt to 
,Jr.,, ''-::-· 

•'->-..~./ ..... {.,, 

th~ir ~re a t est convenience , c o:nf ort and"expens e, c: heir sick 

bodies may be nursed ba ck to health. 

This high service has been undertak~'1 on the reasonable 

assumption that not ju3t a few, but al l of our people be 

responsive to it and patronize this institution , giving to it 

their full loyalty and support . It is entitled to as much. 

I am confident it will receive no less. 

In this connection a Womens Hospit al Auxilliary should , 

~">---:ki:£.k' , be organized to assis t the Board and the Superintendent 

to carry on the work of the Hospital in the al eviati on of pain 

and human suffering. Such an u ndertaking is a most worthy one 

to which we mig ht well de di c at e a portion of our tir.:e and r:;e ans .. 

In s ickness, n othing is so important as he a lth . 
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As a rule, I:ospit,?,ls d) not make money. They a r e a serd.c e 

i n s t itution uncl it is not contemplated that t li:i.s Hosp it a.l wl:l 

be an exeepti on o It i s f elt , h0\•1ever, tha t in the long r un this 

Hospital can be S'3l f s u pp orting .. In t he me anti me t h o it ma y i•;ell 

be necessary t h::.:c County funds be us e d to make up a deficit~ 

Ho1:i much th i s def e cit 1.-1ill be no one c a n s 2..y n ow wi th any 

certainty. For the ye ar 1 9 52 a conting ent f und of $20 . 000.00 

has b een s e t up f or t his pu r pos e., We are e qually a s hopeful 

it \·rill not re ~u ire tha.t much 2,s \•1e are tha t it Hi ll not requi:ee 

more. But in larg:e me rt sure the amount of the deficit :- the 

di L'ference between inco;;:e and out-go, the amount of ;:,ax money 

required to maintain this hoso it al wil l be in d i re ct nr oporti on 
... J,. > ... 

to the extent it is patronized by people who can afford to pay 

for services received. 

There seems to be some impression abroa d that this Hospital 

is for Charity patients only. Nothing could be farther from 

the truth. Any Hospital will do a re a sonable amount of Charity, 

intentional or otherwise and in the c ·ourse of its operation this 

Hospital too will perform services for which the patient, his 

relatives or friends cannot pay at the time . But charity 

patients - those v,ho presently do not ha ve th~ fu nds ,-,ith 1.-1:1ich 

to pay for emer6ency or urgent treatment - wi 11 be admitted 

only on certificate of need by the attending phy3ician and 

facilities avail able at the time. But ,-rhe re the n ee d exists 

for such ad'Tiissions it is the responsibility of t he local 
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CO'.-nmunit.y t o s up]::,ly it . It is definitely not the re s i) O!'lsibLJ.it y 

of some other cit y or cou nty hosp it a l s . They ha·,,-e b e~n d oL:-~g 

our charit y 1. rork for U'.3 in the past " Isn't it h i gh time th2..t 

we a ssume d - our ow1 resp o-:-i sibility? But those receiving 

treatment £'or 1vl1ic:1 t hey cannot pa.y s:1ould be i mpressed i•,i th 

t h eir oblig ation to p ay .for su ch treat ment when t:1eir he alth 

h 2,s been restored &n d t hey o.re able to payo The ir fai l ure t o · 

do so might deprive some other worthy person of t h ese faci lities., 

But suppose it s hould cos t the County $20 . 000 .00 in 

1952 to n!aintain this Hospital, 1·1h a t does tha t mean to the 

individual t ax- payer?. 

85 percent of all advalorem taxes, taxes on prop er ty, 

in Waller County are paid by corporate interests and mineral 

interests - RR's, pipe lines, Power lines, Telephone lines and 

minerals. That means that the r G:naining 15 percent is paid by 

the run of t ··e mill tax payer - taxes on cattle, la.'1d, business, 
.- ! " ' ~ 

. .. ,!) ,' t .. t; ;'/ 

etc. ·so 15 percent of $ 20. 000.00 would be ~53000,00_11ould oe 

paid by John Doe.. .,'J'he p,oRulation· of the County being ap? rox. 
(/_ < ·-(._,:: ~ ' 

/ ~ --S..--0 , ,, ,.,, _,_ , ~ 

11,000 that r,1eans a-~'t 30/ p·cr person or ~~1.50 for a f amily 

of 5.. Would tha t be t :::i:, much :for an averaGe f amily tC? pay to 

have such facilities as these available in ti ;'\e of need~ That 

is a question for you to ans1·1ero, So~ne may say but look at the 

' nunv.:er of people who pay !'10 taxes. I say the re are none who 

do not pay t axes directly or indirectly. If he is a l and o·.mer 

he pays taxes di r ectly; if a tenant he pays indir ectly. 

For the success of this worthy undert.:.1k ing I ur,:e e a.ch 
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and er:.ery one o.f r.,ur p eople to put a sho;_:lder to ~clle wheel 

and rna~ce of i t a f:i. ::-12.:-icial :;uccess a s wel l as a s ,, ccess as 

a ser vi ce i nstitution . \'!ho v·rould exchan ge lif e or go•,)d he 2.lth 

for any amount of T"Jordly goods. 

Dr. Bro ."i lr.s, 0 !1 beh;:iJ.f of the Co!:ffn issi onerst Court of 

1·Jaller County I hand y uu this key to the County i-iospital 

Building and into the hands of you, your bos.rd , mrn:d the 

Hosp it al Supe rint,ent and her staff, we c ommit the ope ration 

of this ins tit ution, urging that our people be given the 

highest type of s ervice at the lowe st possible cost to the 

patient and the County .. 
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