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Reflections
A Photo Journey of the Prairie View A&M University Cooperative
Extension Program
This photo book takes you on a historical journey of one of the earliest
and most effective programs that connects Prairie View A&M University
with state and local communities in Texas--the Cooperative Extension
Program (CEP). This journey reflects the primary mission of the CEP
since its inception in 1972--to assist primarily limited resource families,
small farm producers, youth and communities to increase their standards
of living.
These reflections start with the program's initial thrust areas--Intensified
Farm Planning, Family Resource Development, Youth Development and
Outdoor Education, Neighborhood Improvement, Energy Conservation
and Farm Pond Management. The photo journey will continue to the
present day where effective programming is being conducted in
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Family and Consumer Sciences, 4-H
and Youth Development and Community and Economic Development.
We invite you to sit back, reflect and enjoy the journey.

Cooperative Extension Home Economics exhibit. Hoover Carden, Cooperative Extension Program
administrator from 1972 to 1995.

As early as 1915,
there were two,
segregated,
Extension Services
in Texas (one for
blacks that operated
through Prairie
View College and
the other one for
whites that
operated through
TexasA&M
College). At that
time, the Prairie
View program was
called Extension
Work for egroes.

Negro State Cooperative
Extension Leaders, serving under
the supervision of Prairie View's
principals and presidents, trained
lay people throughout Texas in
agriculture and home economics.
Although segregation was the law
of the land during that era, these
extension agents provided
farming services to both white
and black farmers in the state.

Extension Work for Negroes officially
disbanded with the passage of the Civil
Rights Act in 1964, which resulted in a
single extension service called the Texa~
Agricultural E xtension Service. On Jul~
16, 1971, a memorandum from then
Administrator Edwin Kirby, Extension
Service, USDA, announced the
availability of funds for special proj ects
at predominantly black land-grant
institutions. Thus, Cooperative
Extension work officially re-emerged at
Prairie View A&M College in 1972
under the leadership of Administrator
Hoover Carden.

Having a humble but dynamic start in 1972, the
Cooperative Extension Program operated in
thirteen Texas counties. The staff, consisting of
an administrator and a handful of program
specialists and program aides took on the charge
of raising the standard of living for those
individuals who had limited access to resources.
The program aides were residents of the
counties in which they worked and most of
them were housed in the Texas Agricultural
Extension Service county offices.
Top left: Administrator Carden and several staff
members (circa early 1980s) pictured in front of
small frame building that housed CEP
headquarters staff.
In order to strengthen the program aides
teaching abilities and approaches, competent
specialists from Prairie View A&M Cooperative
Extension Program and the Texas Agricultural
Extension Service provided continuous training
and backup support for paraprofessionals and
supervising county Extension agents.
Cooperative Extension Program staff utilized the
one-on-one intensive delivery approach to
transfer educational assistance to families and
individuals.
Bottom left: These program aides (circa mid
1970s) started working for Cooperative
Extension in the early years.
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In 1972, the P rairie View
E xtension Program initiall~started with three p rogram
thrusts: Intensified Farn
Planning (IFPP), Farm!_
Resource Developm ent
(FRDP) --(adult and yourh
phases) , and You th
Development and O utdoo
Education.

'----------

By the late 1970s the program area thrusts
also included eighborhood Improvement (NIP),
Energy Conservation, and Fish Pond Management.
Right: mall farm producer, right, shows catfish harvested from
his stock pond. Fisheries assistant Madison Rayford, left, and
county demonstration agent, Isiah "Ike" Carden, center, helped
these producers grow catfish for food, profit and recreation.
Madison Rayford continued his career with CEP serving as
camp director.

Intensified Farm Planning Program
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Top left: LaVaughn Thomas, right, former program aide in Burleson
County, helps small farm producer with his vegetable crop enterprise.
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Below center: Agricultural program aide, Vernell Akins, on right, held
many trainings for his clients in Bowie County.
Below right: H.S. Stevens, program aide, left, conducted gardening
projects for patients at the Baylor Institute for Rehabilitation in
Dallas County, which helped them.with
motor skills.
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Page from CEP 1970s
newsletter, Insight.
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Intensified Farm
:>lanning Program

Left: Joe Radford, program aide in Smith County, left, who later
became an Extension agent - 1890, is pictured with Timothy
Caldwell. Caldwell participated in a farming concept to produce
agricultural products at a profit on limited acreage. In
subsequent years The Texas Landowners Association named
Caldwell "Farmer of the Year" .
Center: Joe Radford-is shown seining a farm pond.
Right: Alfred Wade is shown examining soil. He started his
career in Cooperative Extension as a program specialist and held
the positions of Assistant Administrator- Field Programs and
Associate Administrator before retiring in 2006.

Family Resource Development Program (FRDP)
The FRDP staff helped families tackle everyday situations facing them at that ti.me, some
of which included managing a budget, preparing nutritious meals, sewing to save money
on clothing expenses and balancing a checkbook.
Pictured above, on right, is Billie Blackshire, program aide in Washington County, sharing
tips on how to read nutrition labels. Ms. Blackshire later became an Extension agent - 1890
in the CEP Family and Consumer ciences component.

Family Resource Development
Program - Adult and Youth Phases
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In the 1970s, CEP's Family Resource Development
Program consisted of the adult and youth phases.
Educational support for both adults and youth included
participation in trainings and lesson series such as
making simple garments, community gardening~and
food buying, preparation and storage.
Left: Homemakers cut out patterns and sew their own
clothes to stretch the family dollar.
Center: Zelda Williams, front, FRDP specialist, shown
in client's vegetable garden.

Top right: Helen Graves, back row
on left, program
aide in Waller County, shown with
adults and youth who participated
in one of her FRDP educational
programs.

Family Resource
Development Program

Top left: Elaine Ward, center, program
specialist, attends pre-school graduation with
program aide, Ruthie Hill, right, in Wharton
County. Ms. Hill worked closely with families
who had small children to help them get a good
tart in life. Hill was also active with the senior
citizens in her community.
Top right: Cooperative Extension staff and
local residents attend a Garden Demonstration
held on the Prairie View &M campus.

Texas Agricultural Extension Service county agent, David
McGregor, and CEP aide Helen Graves, third from left,
emphasized that home grown vegetables provided a better quality
diet for Waller County families.

Neighborhood Improvement Program

The Neighborhood Improvement Program
(NIP) was the precursor to Extension's
Community and Economic Development
component. Starting as a special project in
the mid 1970s, the NIP focused on leadership
development, organization and improvement
for the entire neighborhood. Participating
counties included Lee, Washington and
Milam. Neighborhoods were encouraged to
organize as a unit, identify problems or
opportunities, and devise a plan of action for
a better way of life.
Left: Reverend Johnny Williams, right, IP
aide in Washington County, pictured with
neighborhood residents in community
garden.

Right: Dr. Emerson Sanders, coordinator of
th
IP, and Doris Jones, program aide in
Milam ounty, prepare presentation on
neighborhood beautification.
Bottom: Cemetery improvement was an area
that many neighborhood residents identified
a a problem that needed to be addressed.

Neighborhood
Improvement
Program

Youth D evelopment and
Outdoor Education

The Youth D evelopment and Outdoor ducation Program mad it
possible for young people to participate in activiti that d clop d
positive self-concepts, elf-esteem, and confid nc through
individual and group involvement One of th major activiti in th
program was camping, which included group dynamic di cu , n
campfire, singing, sewing and port .

Youth Development and
Outdoor Education

.
community
recreation

V

Top left: Dr. Beverly Spears, left, started her
Extension career as a program specialist in the
Youth Development and Outdoor Education
Program. She later became the State Leader for
4-H. During her tenure, the Youth
Development Program evolved into what is
now known as 4-H and Youth Development.
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Center: The CEP Insight newsletter featured
the Community Recreation and Outdoor
Education section. This issue shows the Fun
Wagon, a portable vehicle that staff used to
transport outdoor sports, such as basketball
and games, directly to the communities in
which the youth resided.
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Bottom: Donnie Pennywell-Rolls, youth
development specialist, was among the staff
members that began her CEP career at the
program's inception.

An integral part of the Youth Development and Outdoor Education
Program was the H.S. Estelle 4-H and Youth Camp. Located on
approximately 53 acres in Huntsville, Texas, the camp, which was
organized in 1948, gave young people who did not have an opportunity
to participate in a traditional camp setting a place to go to meet new
friends, renew old acquaintances, and, at the same time, develop selfreliance and a wholesome, positive attitude. The Texas Home
Demonstration and State Agricultural councils, who worked in
Extension during the era of segregation, purchased the land on which
the camp was situated. The camp operated from the 1940s to the
mid-1960s. When the CEP officially started at Prairie View in 1972, the
staff worked hard in cleaning up the facilities so that camping activities
could resume. During the summer months camp was held weekly for
youth residing in the counties in which the CEP operated. The camp
provided a tremendous amount of educational and fun activities for
youth from the 1970s to 2008.
Top: Henry Miller assists young camper with woodworking project.
Miller served as CEP's first camp director for over 16 years until his
passing in 1988.
Center: Madison Rayford helps youth mount horse. Rayford held the
position of fisheries assistant prior to becoming camp director.
Bottom: Campers are involved in the daily flag raising ceremonies.

Campers are ready to ride!!
Members of the H.S. Estelle
4-H & Youth Camp board of
directors visit camp. Their vi it
included a tour of the camp
facilities and cabins to view
improvements that were made.
Several of the cabins were named
after these board member , one of
whom was Ms. Vera Dial Harri ,
first row, far right.

Having fun at camp!!

Prairie View A&M University
Cooperative Extension Program
d T ~ 8!/ea/J<a,
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The CEP made great strides from its official start in 1972. Expanding its
program reach from thirteen counties to forty-four counties by the late 1980s,
Cooperative Extension's programmatic areas also had name changes, although
its target population and mission remained the same. The program areas were
now called Agriculture and Natural Resources, Family and Consumer Sciences,
Community Resource and Economic D evelopment and 4-H and Youth
Development.
Another change that started in the 1980s was the hiring of Extension agents
who were, and continue to be, housed in the county offices with their Texas
griLife Extension (formerly Texas Agricultural Extension Service)
counterparts. In the mid 1980s, the CEP also expanded its outreach to include
the Health Education component. This component is housed in the PVAMU
College of Nursing located in Houston's famed Medical Center. In the
beginning, the focus of this health program included teen health issues and
awareness, however its focus expanded to include diabetes education and
prevention, and the Families First: Nutrition, E ducation, Wellness System
(FF:NEWS).
In the 1990s administrative and location changes for the CE P also took place.
dministrator Carden retired in 1995. Dr. Linda Williams-Willis, who began her
CEP career as a nutrition specialist, took the helm as Extension administrator in
1995.
One of the most significant changes that took place in the latter part of the
1990s was new housing for the Cooperative Extension Program. Staff moved
into the Carden-Waller Cooperative Extension Building named after
dministrator Carden and Calvin H. Waller, state leader of Extension Work
Among egroes in Texas in the 1920s.

Top left: Dr. Linda Williams-Willis, CEP administrator, 1995-2007.
Top right: CEP headquarters and county staffs at Extension State Conference, in the late 1990s.

Bottom left: Cooperative Extension county exhibit shows 4-H & Youth Program's focus in the 90s.
Bottom right: Pictured is the Carden-Waller CEP Building, which currently houses headquarters staff.

Agriculture and
~-~""~~~•.....,.• ,...."'f'!'>l"'II Natural Resources (I

Top: Kenneth Singletary, right, was among
the first three Extension agents - 1890 hired
for the CEP. He's shown working with a
small farm producer in Waller County.
Center: Carl Williams, left, program aide in
Falls County and Garland Mcllveen,
entomologist with Texas griLife
Extension, examine wheat for the presence
of greenbugs.
Bottom: Many of the small farm producers
sold their vegetables at local Farmers
Markets.

Dr. elson Daniels, program specialist right,
helps producer with beef cattle operation.

Family and Consumer Sciences

Top left Health program exhibit features diabetes education and awareness.
Top right: Carolyn Perkins, right, was health coordinator prior to her retirement. She's shown sharing information with Bexar County
Extension agent, Grace Guerra-Gonzalez.
Bottom left: Elaine Freeney, was the first Extension agent - 1890 that CEP hired. She's sharing information about the Families First:
utrition, Education, Wellness System.
Bottom right: Story telling is part of the FCS parenting component Pictured is Dr. Carolyn Williams (Nobles), associate administrator of
the CEP, with youth.

Community Resource and
Economic Development

In the early 1990s, the CEP was on e of four 1890 institutions to receive funding from the WK. Kellogg Foundation to
conduct a project called Community Voices Leadership. The focus of the project was to bring together people from
grassroots communities who were interested in working to affect change where they lived. The project wa created
especially for rural communities. The CEP formed a team of agents and program aides to work cooperatively with
community leaders in twelve counties to ensure the project's success. Casandra Steele, program speciali t, was elected
to coordinate the Community Voices project.
Top: Administrator Hoover Carden, front row, left, with members of the Community oices tate Training Team.
Bottom left: Casandra Steele, right, is pictured with Amparo avarrete, who helped extend the Community oice
project to the Spanish speaking population in selected CEP counties.
Right: D oris Jones, Milam County program aide, received the CEP Outstanding ervice ward for ucce fully carrying
out the Community Voices project in her county. he is surrounded by her team member .

4-H and Youth Development
One of Cooperative Extension's signature
programs in 4-H and Youth Development is the
Career Awareness & Youth Leadership
Laboratory. Over the years, young people, ages 14
to 18, spend two to three days on the Prairie View
A&M campus and attend educational workshops
to expose them to careers in the agricultural and
human sciences. For many years, the highlight of
the event has been the Youth Lab Awards
Luncheon, where participants receive
scholarships and are recognized for their
outstanding leadership abilities.

Modeling their own fashions show the youths' skills and
creativity.

I

Miss America 1990, Debbye Turner, gives youth words of
encouragement at Awards Luncheon.

-

...

Laura Williams receives scholarship award at the 1984 Youth Lab.

By the 1980 the Youth De elopment and
utdoor Education program had officially
become part of Texas 4-H and was called 4-H
and Youth Development. The CEP focused it
attention on enrolling hard-to-reach youth, age
eight to eighteen, into traditional 4-H program .
Volunteer leaders became more involved in
county 4-H activitie . In eptember 1985 C P 4H implemented a new and innovative health
project for youth to help them improve their life
skills and encourage them to be healthy,
productive citizens, the elf-Help Health Project.
The health project is housed in the P
College of ursing. ne of the flagship
programs in this health project was the Teen
Health ymposium. Currently, the CEP operates
the Health Program through the Family and
Consumer ciences component.

Top: Youth examine Life Flight Helicopter at the
Teen Health Symposium.

T he 4-H Goat Giveaway is an integral part of
the Cooperative Extension Program 4-H &
Youth Development unit. Young people learn
the care and management skills that are required
to raise goats.
Right: Scott Horner, research specialist, has the
full attention of this young lady as she pets a
goat at the PVAMU annual Agricultural Field
Day.

Prairie View A&M University
Cooperative Extension Program

As the years progressed, the Prairie View A&M University Cooperative Extension Program
. stayed steady in its mission of delivering practical research-based knowledge to small farm
producers, families, aspiring entrepreneurs and youth who have limited personal or family
assets, limited opportunities or come from communities that have limited resources.
A few administrative changes took place in 2007 with Dr. Freddie L. Richards' assuming the
role of Dean of the College of Agriculture and Human Sciences, Extension administrator and
director of the Cooperative Agricultural Research Center.
Fortifying and rebuilding its county base became one of CEP's priorities as many program
aides retired and Extension agents - 1890 filled their positions. Today, Cooperative Extension
operates in 36 Texas counties with plans to expand.
In 2012, Dr. Alton B. Johnson took the helm as Dean of the College of Agriculture and
Human Sciences and Director of Land-Grant Programs.
Prairie View A&M Cooperative Extension also celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2012 holding
an Open House on campus for PVAMU staff and local county residents.
With its tag line of "Meeting Needs, Changing Lives", the Cooperative Extension Program
continues to be an effective part of the College of Agriculture and Human Sciences
tripartite--"teaching, research and service", and is still the most effective outreach component
of Prairie View A&M University.

Right: Dr. Alton B. Johnson is the current Dean
and Director of Land-Grant Programs, College of
Agriculture and Human Sciences.

Left: Dr. Freddie L.
Richards Sr. served as
Dean of the College of
griculture and Human
ciences and
Cooperative Exten ion
Program administrator
from 2007 to 2011 .

The Agriculture and atural Resources Program
initiatives include sustainable livestock and crop
production, farm financial management and
marketing, and water quality and environment.
Top left: Vidal Saenz, left, Extension agent - Hidalgo
County, pictured with producer. Saenz helps
agricultural producers obtain operating loans.
Center: Billy Lawton is program leader for Ag R.
Top right: Kelvin eal, on right, Extension agent in
Washington County, shares record keeping
information with producer.
Bottom: Lawton shown with participants at the
PVAMU Agricultural Field Day.

Agriculture and
Natural Resources

Family and Consumer Sciences

II
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The FCS component's current focus areas include: utrition and Childhood Obesity, Food
Parenting, Financial/Money Management and Bullyng. 1
,
,
Top left: Runners cross finish line during a Fitness Day event in Bell County.
Top right: Dr. Jacquelyn White is program leader for Family and Consumer Sciences.
Bottom left: FCS holds health fair in the PVAMU Memorial Student Center.
Bottom right Danielle Hairston-Green, program specialist, shows student nutritious food selections to make.
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Community and Economic D evelopment

The Community and Economic Development unit
eliminated the word "Resource" from its title and
has come a long way since the days of
neighborhood clean up, fix up days. Today, the CED
offers community residents programs that include
entrepreneurship, home ownership, and professional
consultation for those individuals or organizations
looking to start or expand their small business
operations.
Top left Chris Cotton, program specialist - CED,
far right, meets with residents to discuss business
expansion in their community.

Top right: Lloyd Hebert, right, Extension agent in Jefferson
County, confers with participant at the CED Summit held
annually at PVAMU.
Bottom: Jimmy Henry is coordinator of the Community and
Economic Development unit.

4-H and Youth
Development
The 4-H and Youth Development
program empowers youth to address
opportunities and challenges. Currently
4-H focuses on developing life skills in
leadership and vocational development in
three content areas: science, healthy living
and citizenship.

Top: Youth are interested in water quality.
Center: Dr. Rukeia Draw-Hood is the 4-H and Youth
Development program leader.
Bottom: Marcus Glenn, Extension agent in Harris County,
works with youth on robotics project.
Left: Youth attend Body Butter workshop at the annual
4-H Career wareness and Youth Leadership Laboratory.

Cooperative Extension Program
40th Anniversary Celebration - November, 2012

Dr. Rukeia Draw-Hood gives attendee information
about the 4-H and Youth program.

Washington County Extension retirees attended the
celebration. From left, Billie Blackshire, Dorothy Wilburn and
Johnie Roberson. Pictured on right is Te'Anna Reed, Extension
agent - FCS, Waller County.

Chris Cotton, left, encourages students to take
advantage of Community and Economic
Development programs available to them.

Dr. George C. Wright, president, Prairie View A&M
University, addresses participants at Extension's
40th Anniversary celebration.

Through the years, the CEP has awarded staff for
outstanding service at its annual Extension State
Conference. Youth have also received scholarship
awards at the Career Awareness and Youth
Leadership Laboratory. Just a few of these award
winners are shown (some from the past, others
m ore current).
Top left: Career Awareness and Youth Lab
participants, center, receive scholarship awards from
the San Antonio Livestock Exposition. Pictured
with them are Ricky Mahaley, Extension agent, 4-H,
H arris County, left, and Jernard McCray, former
Extension agent- 4-H, Waller County.
Top right: Patricia Reed, administrative assistant,
receives award.

Award Winners

Center left: Dr. Linda Williams-Willis presents award to
Johnny Butler (retired), assistant director - Fiscal.
Center: Donnie Pennywell-Rolls (retired), program specialist,
4-H, left, and Dr. Linda Williams- illis receive Model
Program ward for the Teen Health Symposium.
Bottom: Dr. Willis, top right, is shown with Extension tate
Conference award winners, front row from left, heila
Randle, administrative assistant and Billie Blackshire,
Extension agent - Washington County. Standing, Monica
Brown, program assistant, and Madison Rayford, camp
director.

Staff
Cooperative Extension staff play a vital
role in the program's success. Although not
all of them are pictured in this photo book,
their work has been and still is very much
appreciated. The following pages show a
few more of these staff members, past and
present.
Top left: Gail Long, program specialist,
4-H and Youth.
Top right: Dr Carolyn Williams, associate
administrator-CEP.

□

Center left: Neal Baines, administrative officer.
Center: Benny Lockett (retired), associate
administrator.
Center right: Claudine Gee, director of Fiscal
Operations.
Bottom left: Gloria J. Mosby (retired), program
director - Communications.

Staff

Top left: From left, Extension agents, Kelvin eal,
Kenneth McCullough, and Major Stevenson.;- -.
Top center: Willie DeWalt, program assistant.
Top right: Sterling Smith and Jernard McCray, former
R--ctension agents.
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Bottom left: Vida Harrison, program assistant, EF EP.
Bottom center: From left, standing, Billie Blackshire, Alberta Minor,
LaVaughn Thomas, Pearlie Love and Dr. Carolyn Williams. itting,
from left, Dorothy Johnson, Barbara Williams, Dr. Willis, Lear
Holloway and Johnie Roberson.

Bottom right: Center, Paris Kincade, former photographer, in front
of the camera! He is pictured with Dr. E. Joahanne Thomas- mith,
PVAMU provost and senior vice-president for cademic ffairs, left,
and Dr. Linda Williams-Willis.

Staff

B. Elaine Freeney, coordinator,

E

Diane Turner, staff accountant.

EP.
E . Annette Bowdre, administrative
assistant.

Elaine Shafer, staff accountant.

Danielle Hairston-Green, program
specialist - FCS.
D awn Burton, health coordinator.

Staff

Maurice Perkins, media and
publications coordinator.
Michael Thomas, graphic designer.

Ashwani Srivastava, program
specialist - Information
Technology.

LaRachelle Smith, director of
Marketing, Development, Planning,
Communications and Information
Technology.

Ibuomi
Eliza Azarm, administrative
assistant.

bibo, web content
peciali t.

Staff

LaBeaula Times, administrative
assistant.

Inez imien, administrative
assistant.
Sabrina Simon, program
specialist- FCS.

Dr. Joice Jeffries, program
specialist - 4-H.

Dr. Samuel Roberson, program
specialist - 4-H.
Wanda K Bryant, administrative
assistant.

Staff

Dr.

elson Daniels, program
specialist - Ag R.

Ricky Mahaley, Extension agent,
Harris County.
Leticia Rolland-Hardy, Extension
agent, Grimes County.

Timothy andle , Exten ion agent,
Fort Bend County.

Ryan Harris, reconciliation
specialist.
Rolando R. Zamora, Extension
agent, Willacy County.

Staff

Mary Sanders, Extension agent,
Washington County.

Ashley Moore, Extension agent,
Harris County.
Monica Aguirre, Extension agent,
Maverick County.

Rosondra L. Hartsfield, Extension
agent, Falls County.

Grace Guerra-Gonzalez,
Extension agent, Bexar County.
Nathan Tucker, Extension agent,
Travis County.

Reflections
."The Journey Continues"
This photo journey has taken you, the reader, from the Cooperative Extension Program's
beginning to the present. The future of this outreach program is bright. You can keep
informed of the program's impact on the citizens of Texas by visiting the College of
Agriculture and Human Sciences website, www.pvamu.edu/ cahs.

Front Cover Photos:
Top left: Youth engage in 4-H robotics project.
Top center: Campers having fun.
Top right: Client is shown how to develop a business plan.
Center: Producers harvest catfish.
Bottom left: Reading food labels is part of good nutrition practices.
Bottom center: Producer has successful whole farm operation.
Bottom right: Sewing QW-R clothes- helps with family budget.
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