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valid information regarding our strengths and weaknesses. The Southern
Associatipn of Colleges and Secondary Schools in Standard X provides what
I think is the fundamental justification for the place of this panel of
alumni cn the conference program. If we agree with Standard XI that the
records made by the students of any instituticn in other colleges and
universities to which they may have been transferred will be an important
factor & determining its effectiveness, then Standard X which reads: "if
adequate infcrmation were obtainable in regard to the attiiude and achieve-~
ments of those who have attended an institution, it would serve as a suf-
ficient single standard for accrediting. « " gives special pertinence
to what these men and women have to say today.

After the introduction of the panel Dr. Lewis introduced the panel.
He explained that Miss Charlye O. Farris, Attorney at Law (A. B., 1948
and LL.B., Howard University) had wired Dean Dre:v; the night before from
Viichita Falls her regrets at not being able to attend the session today.
He then presented iiss Jean K. Norris, a graduate of the college with the
Bachelor of Arts in English in 1951 with "great distinction". It was in-
dicated that she has the Master's of Arts in Journalism from the State
University ofIowa (1953) and had done further study in English and American
Literature at the University of Michigar in 1957. She has taught at Jackson
College in Mississippi for a year and has been employed at Prairie View
since 1957. Miss Norrie, in 1953, was honored when Station W.H.O. (Des
loines, Iowa) extended 1ts award "For Excellence in Radio News Writing at

the State University of Iona. Miss Norris is also a member of the Alpha
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Kappa Mu National Honor Society, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, and Theta
Sigma Phi National Fraternity for Women in Journalism. Miss Norris also
went in 1955 on the National Student Association 75 day Economics and
Politics Tour of Europe.

Dr. Lewis then presented Dr. Edward W. Guinn,; who graduated from
the college with & Pachelor of Science in Chemistry in 1945. He entered
the Armed Service for a term of duty. After his release he did graduate
work in Biology and Chemistry at Howard University during the academic
years 1946-47, He came to Prairie View to teach in 1948 and served as
instructor in Chemistry until 1951. After a year of further study in
Chemistry at the University of GColorado, Dr. Guinn, in the fall of 1952
entered the University of Texas Madical School at Galveston, irom whence
he was graduated in 1956. iHe did his internship at the Philadelpnia
General Hospital (1956-57) and heid a residency in general practice in
the Lower Bucks County Hospital in the same state. He is now in general
practice in Fort Worth, Texas.

The final panelist, Mr. Lavaniel L. Henderson, was graduated with
the B. S. in Agriculture in May of 1949. He took the Master of Science
degree in Plat Physiology and Agricultural Botany at the University of
Minnesota in December of 1950, and did further study in Plant Pathology
and Botany at the same school in the capacity as assistant for the next
tvio years. Betuween 1952 and 1954 Mr. Henderson was Research Assistant
at the Carver Research Foundation, Tuskegee Institute, Alabama. Since
1954 Mr. Henderson has been Assistant Professor of Biclogy in Texas South-
ern University, Houston, Texas. During the tenure of his present position
he participated in the Institute of Botany for College teachers at Cornell

University in the summer of 1957 on a National Science Foundation Fellog.
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ship and was given a grant by the same foundation for summer work in science
in 1958 at the University of Texas. For the fall of 1958 he holds both
a Research Assistantship and a National Medical Fellowship for study at
the University of Minnesota which covers the current academic year. lir,
Henderson has published widely in professional Journals in his specific
field and in the related teaching emphasis of science.

The moderator chose as the method of presentation for the session the
preposing of a series of questions to which the members of the panel might
reasct as they saw fit. The first question proposed was as follouws:

skills

What in your view are the most important general qualiities:
S nts dur-

5
competences or atiltudes a good college should give its stud
ing their cocllege carecrs?

4> L]

Miss Norris:

1. The college should give the student a sense of the enthusiastic
transfer of knowledge to which he by the resulting contagion be-
comes a party o the pursuit of knowledge.

2. The desire to excell ones ovin achievement. The ¢ollege should
be careful to create the atmosphere vhere the student does not
become complacent with the minor achievement of heing better
than those around him. The student should be given the stimulus
of universal standards of achievement.

3« He should be shown the correlation of varied types of knowledge,
becasuse in his recognition of the hasig unity of knowledge he
will find the keys to human developmenit and progresss

4. Fipally, the student should be given a sense of the historical
grounding of present knowledge and the futuristic extension of
its implications.

Dr. Guinns

Dr, Guinn agreed with much that Miss Norris had said and added a
significant point of his own. He said that the ccllege should pro-
vide a good broad general basic education. Deploring the current
emphasis upon sclence and technocracy, Dr. Guinn indicated that his
medical training and experience had shown the need of an education
that stressed the qualities of sound living and the achievement of
inner peace and harmony.



Mr. Hendersons

He remembered that there had been, or seemed to have heen at one
time an emphasis on preparing students only to work in Texas, and
gave in evidence the statemeni 3o often used in our rublicity
materials to the 2ffect that we are trving to serve the neople of
Texas at the point of their greatest need. He was not sure whether
that orientation still prevailed or not, and that if it did, he felt
that it may not be as prominent as it once was if the students he
knew about and the program of the college as he knew it could bhe
considered valid.

Dr. Lewnis. the modarator, then asked the sezond question:

Miss

1

Identify those ar2as whers vie at the enllege seem to be wsakest.
Norrisse

This panelist ¢

students, She felt ~hat there was & tendensy in the college to look
down upon the studeni. She {elt that this attitude was communicated
to the student; and, he reacting to it felt no challenge o do real-
ize his highest potential. She feli that there should be serious
consideration of this attitude.

hought we viere weakest in cur attitude toward the
h]
4L

.,

Dr. Guinns

Dr. Guinn felt that we were weakest in our attitude tovard three
principal areas of ‘the college life, viz., the Student, the Faculty
and Administration and thez Alumni, The over-all tone of cur approach
to these three areas was one of complacency and indifference. He
reminded us that the old notion that students would come to Prairis
View no matter what the condition of our plant or the attitudes of
our staff was a mistake. He cautioned the college to change its ways
so that the three segments mentioned above might benefit.

NMr. Henderson:

This panelist agreed with all that had been sald by the other two.
He added the comment that indifference limits the goals of the
student and results in a feeling of insecurity on his part that is
definitely detrimental to his progress and future.

Dr. Lewis, the moderater, proposed the third question thust

Where are : strong in the preparation of the student?

Miss Norris, Dr. Guinn and Mr. Henderson were ¢ the collective opinion
thats

1. Comparing our teachers th those in schools on the professional
level, the prairie View teacher s generally adequately prepared.

2. Dr. Guinn f2lt that the Natural Science Department is the
strongest heczuse 1t is oldest in the point of continuity of
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student exchange and many other devices we could sponsor a
program of "readiness.

Dr. Guinn closed the panel with the observation that integra-
tion must and should come for the survival of Prairie View.
He agree that there would always be the need for a good col-
lege here--not s goed Megro college. The good students are
going to the white school as it is possible for them to
enter. If the Negro college is going to get its share of
good students it is going to have to enter into direct com-
petition with the white college. This will be a goed thing
for those schools thai survive the competition.

George R. Woolfolk,
Reoorder
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