
Prairie View A&M University Prairie View A&M University 

Digital Commons @PVAMU Digital Commons @PVAMU 

Erma Vivian Stuart Collection PVAMU Faculty and Administrator 

1952 

The Handbook Of Texas - 1952 The Handbook Of Texas - 1952 

Prairie View College 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/erma-vivian-stuart-collection 

https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/erma-vivian-stuart-collection
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/faculty-and-admin-collections
https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/erma-vivian-stuart-collection?utm_source=digitalcommons.pvamu.edu%2Ferma-vivian-stuart-collection%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


.... 

I 

. l 
-. I 

· l 
I 
I 

•. i 
. i 
. t 
i 

. t. ;, 

TI-IE 

B{Al'JJD BOOK OF 

T . . 

WALTE R PRESCOTT WEBB 

Editor-in-Chief 

H. BAILEY CARROLL 

lvianaging Editor 

LI.ERENA TI. FRIEND MARY JOE CARROLL 

LOUISE NOLEN 

Editorial Assistants 

IN TWO VOLUMES 

Volume II 
WALLER COUNTY LIBRARY 

HEMPSTEAD, TEXAS 77445 

AUSTIN 

The Texas State Historical Association 
J_~ I ~1 i-

. . : .•.·' 

; . 
., 

-~~ _: :~ 
... . 



. ... ,, 
\ ,~-~ ,; ~;. 

I 
l - ; 

I 

1 
, l 

t 

.. ....... ~ 

-, --r t, I, .r ~1 
J..L ~ 

/\ n, 
[ " \ 

... -1.._lr.,. 
r~;r -~- --:1~ ii \ '\ '•~-t:;.. 

I~ •; .. J ) I 

_.L.,., _._,_p 

--- 1~1 
I ! 

;: \ 
J(--1 

1!'0. 
~ --:-;7 /.j 

T~"--'1'~," 
I~ • ! ,1·\ 
\.\_),- _1_~~ 

WALTER rRESCOTT \ vEDll 

Editor--in-Chief 

H. BAI LEY CAD .. ROL T., 

lvfanaging Editor 

0 

!,I.ERENA ll . I'RIEN J) MA1~Y JOE CARROLL 

LOUISE NOLEN 

Editorial Assistants 

I N TWO VOLUME S 

Volume II 
WALLER COUNTY LIBRARY 

HH,JPSTEAD, TEXAS 77445 

AUSTIN 

The Texas State Historical Association 
J_~ I f ~ 



: :_, . 
• ,.· .. · 

V ~·-:. 
• .. , t~ 

~·- •, 

.•. :.~)tt 
. .,..-. ,· .. 

. ,... 
_ .. . .. \ .. . . . 

<>~ .. ••• • l< .... ;,~~~-.. •• •,• - · 

PRAIRIE LE;\ .TEXAS ( 'l06 ] PkATtiER, Wlllll\t,1 LM1wrm1 

pcr~ons· were fr.porl<:d. TIJC tc,,~11/ti,1<1 seven husi
nc.,~rs and a ·1opulatir.n 01 35~1./ 19.t7. 

l'rairic ]Jill ( \,'a, hin::;ton C wty) was the site 
of a rural ~char 1 and chm ch i, 1936. 

Pra irie L c;i Texas. Pr: tiric Lea, in soutli
\\·c·stcrn Clildwcl County Jl ·ar foe San Marcos 
Hinr, is a lr:,ding enter fcy, a farming and stock 
r:iisi ll '.'. area., One o the ft :l;t settlements in Cald
well County, l'r.,idc e; w:,, cslalilishcd about 
1S.1S :,nd populat~<l la, • y by slavc!1o!dint~ fam- . 
ilics. In 1853 a local firm ·c,]d $7,0:io worlh of mcr
ch:?ndi~c in one: r,10nth. '"h fi rst school, established 
In 1S5.1, was tl,c l\:laso ,ic 1·cmal<: Institute, which 
111 1 S60 bc·r::n1c the ra iric .r:a Female institute 
and between 1S75 ant 1S85 wa· artb.lly controlled 
by the Crance:•• T e earliest hurch, orga11 izcd 
about 1 S_::6, l.,ccam l:nown as S iloh Church in 
1S60. The town wa the srenc of c, sirlc~ab!e <lis
tnrbancc tlarinz a cl after the Civil Var. In 1922 
the de\"Clop:11rnt o rhe Old Luling Oi Fidel aducd 
to the resou~ccs o the community. Ei!;h stor~s nncl 
a popubtion of i5 were rer ortcd in r9. o. 

J. l lcnry Ma,,J,,da!c 
Prai ri e M nntain. Prairie iVfountai\1 is in 

southwestern .·,lano County we.st of the~,illage 
of Oxford. 

Prairie P int, T exas. Pr:\irie Point, a mall 
farming co· nnunily in southwestern oke 
County, in J ~-10 had one store and a population of 
twenty-five ~~rvcd by mail, ddivcry from Forest-
burg. Cora Allrn Stanifortl: 

Prairie S iding, T exas. Prairie Siding, in cen
t ral Waller County, is a shipping point on the 
T exas and New Orleans Railroad serving Prairie 
View University.•• 

P rairie View, Texas. Prairie View (DeWitt 
County) is a school community ten miles from 
Yoakum. The school, est;iblished in 1900, had an 
enrollment of fifteen in 1948. 

Prairie View (Waller County), five miles cast 
of Hempstead on the Texas and New Orleans Rail
road, takes its name from the original settlement 
of Alta Vista, plantation home of Colonel J ack 
Kirby. After the death of Jared Ellison Kirby, 
son of the original owner, his widow, Mrs. Helen 
Marr Kirby,•• used the plantation for a girls' 
school. In 1876 she sold the property to the sta te 
and the Fifteenth Legislature established a college 
for colored youth on the site. In 1879 the college 
was reor~anized as Prairie View Normal and In
dustrial College (later Prairie View University 0•). 
The village had two businesses and a population 
of two hundred in 1940. 

Prairie View University. Prairie View Uni
versity is a ncgro land grant college in central 
Waller County on a 1,434-acre campus one mile 
north of Prairie View and five miles cast of Hemp
stead. An institution called Alta Vista Agricultural 
College was planned under the provisions of the 
establishment of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College of Texas,'' ]Jut it failed for lack of students. 
Governcr 0. M. Roberts•• proposed that the col
lege be changed to a normal school for training 
teachers for colored children, and in 187 the 
Fifteenth Le islature rovicled for t e cs 
ment o rame 'icw State orma c 1001, a co
educational institution to train negro teachers to 
instruct in trades and agricultural subjects. Under 
supervision of the regents of A. & M. College and 
with I. C. Anderson as principal, the first term 
opened in the fall of 1885. Attendance was small for · 

• ..... 

tlie J\rst dcrnLlt·, and in 18$') the k;:i, laturc chnr:~,l 
the name of the co!l('l',C: to Prairie VL!\'-' Stc,tc -:--;or
ma! and Industrial Cc,llcge and provided for mocli
ficalion of the curriculum to include courses lc,,ciiai; 
t.o hi1;h scho(,l diplomas, teachers ccrti f,c'\tr:;, trac!c 
qua Ii fie ations, milil:uy science, and m1rsi1,~. De
grees came to be given in th~ usual ac:1rlcrnic iidcls, 
and a graduate department w.:s n,ldc<l. By 1931 
the campus contained thirty-one main buildings 
and fifty cottagrs. The school issuNl an annual 
catalogue an<l various bulletin;. Calkd Prairie. 
View University by 1947, the collq;c ,,·as recog
nized as a class A college by ti,c sta t-~ clcparlnwnt 
of educalion and by the Southern Associat ion of 
Colleges and se·contl:iry Sr.hoots and \'/a,; approved 
by the American College of Surgeons. Eurull mcnt 
in 1947, exclusive of surnmcr school, \\'~S r ,507 . 

Il t n 1410 GRAPHY: Frc-d c(ick F.by, 'Tl!e /JM.•d"Jfm: r nl of 
J::rt11ca:1·m: i;: Tc.::c.s (1c.p5): Dudley C . \\"oc.tcn, A 
Co>1:prr::cnsivr. /·/ iJtory of T r:ru;, l 1 ( r 9:JS) ; P r~ir i«: 
Vit:w S t:1te Normal antl Industri:i l Co!h:ge, A,11:110/ 
Calalr.?Hc (1 8~5-19,;7). 

Pr..:iri evillc, Texas. Pr:,iri <.i11c, in soutli
castern Kaufman County, w:is .stabl ishcd :ibout 
187 . Three busincsse:;, ;, gristmil , and a co,ton gin 
were perating in rSSo, when V. A. Taylor ],ad 
the po • office in hi; general st re. P opulation \\·as 
120 in 1 ro but declined to lift by 1920, lhc s:irnc 
fignrc bc1 g reported in 1930 a ,d 1940. An outdoor 
amphithea er at Prairieville vas the site of the 
Pioneer T h ·,ter of Tc:-:as pre. -nla tion of Centiuc/(1 
in 1937 and ra11 Quivira in 938. 

Prater, illiam. \Villi m Prater (Prather) 
came to Texas ·n 1822. He v led in the election of 
April, 182.1, wl "ch sent th Baron de Bastrop•• 
RS Texas deputy o the com· ntion of Coahuila and 
Tc:<:1s. On July 9, 1824, I rater recci,·cd title to 
a league and a la or of la cl in prc~cnt llrawria 
and Austin counti ;_ In t e fall of 1S24 he was 
livinr; on the Rr:izo Rive near the Moses Ship
man•• family. The c sus f 1826 classified Pr,itct 
as a farmer and stocli r:ii r, aged over fiity. His 
household included his , if , Maria, three sons, and 
a daughter. 

DtUL!OC!tAPIIY: E . C. n, ·er (ed.), A:csli" Paf>trs, 
I (1 904); Lester G. Ilugbcc,' he Old Three Ilun<lrcd," 
QirnrlC'rly of the Tcxlls Stat /istorica/ A ssocia.tim:. I 
(1897-189S); D a niel Shipma , •ro11licr L if e (1S79). 

Prather, William L. m in. William Lamb
din Prather, son of Geo gc '//. and Lucretia P. 
(Lambdin) Prather, was orn car Paris, Tennes
see, on May 1, 1848. In S54 h1 father moved to 
Texas and acquired a la gc plan tion near Waco. 
Despite his title of "C lone!," b which he was 
generally called, Prath w:is not a Confederate 
soldier for he was too ung for ar y service, but 
his father, in 1867, sent 1im to study nder General 
Robert E. Lee, at Was ington Collcg Lexington, 
Kentucky, where Prath r received the .n. degree 
in 1S71. His standing • shown by his s lcction as 
one of tire pallbearers . t Lee's funeral in 870. 

Prather was admittc I lo the bar in Wac Texas, 
in 1871 and practiced here for twenty-cigh years, 
From 1S75 to 1S78 he ,·as Waco city attome . For 
three years he was a master in chancery fo tire 
Houston and Texas C nlral Railroad. For the t m 
1895-1896 he was pres dent of the state bar assoc1 -
tion. • 

On Fcbru:iry 3, 1 75, he married Frances H: 
Kirkpatrick; t lrcy ha five children. 

P rather's connccti n with the University of 
Texas ov began with is appointment as regent by 
Governor L. S. Ro •• in 1887. In 1895 Prather 
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PiUl!fllE Ll:.\,.TEX.4S [ 40& l 
pc-r~on~· were r'cp r~c,!. The ttJ \\ n) 1ad sc\'cn l>usi~ 
ncs~':.,; anrl ;-,.,_;jo :") :ki l t1,n uf 35._) ia(r94 7. 

l'r:iiric Xii:: ' :eshi il ·Ion Cou , ty) was tlic ~itc 
of:>. n 11:il ~d-o 36. 

Prniric J.e .Lea, in south-
\\'Cs l<:ril C,fidwc the San J\la;cos 
Ri\"cr1 is a tr:1·~~ir :trn1ing :!nd ~tork 
roiiin;:: ~r~a .. O:ic tllcmcuts in C:dd-
w~II Cot~nty, l'r: : ~s ta\Jli , licd abc11t 
1 S.1S and P·',,uial J slavcholdin:; f;un-
ilics. In 1!;5;;;,. loca :~7,000 worth oi :ner-
ch:tndi-·c in om: 111;, ·.;t school, cslal.Jlishcd 
r~ 1t;5 i , wa:; the ; 1, 11al., Jr.stiLull!, which 
in 1860 btLam~ lh .c·.:?. Female Instl tHi.C 
:!Ud l.Jcl\1 c-<~ n 1S75. ,; p:,rtially cont rol!cJ 
by th~ Cr:,n;~c.'1" ~t. t.hurch, Orf:J7lilcd 
:ihoul 1S5G, hcc., a, Shiloh Chard, in 
1SG0. The town -. . of cnn,ideral.Jb di, -
turb:ince durin;; Civil War. Jn 1922 
the de1·ch,pmrnt Ent'. Oil Fidd ac!ck<l 
to the rc.-o:uccs ' Ei,:ht stor,·, and 
a popubtion in 19.10. 

1ry ,lfart i111lalc 
Prairi e Mountain is in 

t of the vi!!age 

o int, Tc;.:a~. l'ntirj Point, ?. s1u:i!I 
fanning mmunity in south\\ 'Stern Cooke 
Counly, i 1940 had one store and a opulat ion of 
twen ty-ft e served by mall .dcli,·ery -~om I'orcst-
burg. Cvru Allen S taniforth 

P rairie Siding, Texas. P rairie Siding, in cen
t ral Waller County, is a shipping point on the 
T exas nncl Kew Orleans Railroad serving P rai rie 
Yicw Univcr~ity."' 

Prairie V iew, T cx:is: 'ra· le View (DeWitt 
County) is a school comt ten miles from 
Yoakum. The school, cs • ished m 1900, had an 
enrollment of fifteen it 1948. 

Prairie View (\Valier County), five miles cast 
of Hempstead on the Texas and New Orleans Rail
road, takes its name from tl:e origin:11 settlement 
of Alla Vist:1, plantation home of Colonel Jack 
Kirby. After the death of Jared Ellison Kirby, 
son of the original owner, his widow, Mrs. Helen 
M arr Kirby,•v used- the plantation for :i girls' 
school. In 16;6 she sold the properly to the state 
and the Fifteenth Legislature established a college 
for colored youth on the site. In 1679 the college 
was reorganized as Prairie View Normal anti In
dustrial College (l:itcr Prairie View University••) . 
The village had two businesses and a population 
of two hundred in 1940. 

Prairie View University. Prairie View Uni
versity is a negro land grant college in central 
Waller County on a 1,,i31-acrc campus one mile 
north of Prairie View and five miles cast of Hemp
stead. An institution called Alta Vista Agricultural 
College was planned under the provisions of the 
establishment of the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College of Tcxas,•'·!Jut it failed for lack of students. 
Govcrner 0. M. Roberts•• proposed that the col
lege be changed to a normal school for training 
teachers for colored children, and in 1879 the 
Fifteenth Legislature provided for the establish
ment of Prairie View State Normal School, a co
educational institution to train negro teachers to 
instruct in trades and agricultural subjects. Under 
supervision of the regents of A. & M. Collecc and 
with I. C. Anderson as principal, the first term 
opened in the fall of 1885. Attendance was small for · 

th(: J\r:-al clt·r:~dc·, hl1d i.r1 1SS1 ~ ;2 h .~:'.:ht; ... u ~~c:hz..n~teJ 
the name of t i,~ ~olte;(C t(, !'rai ril: Yi~,·: S\;1i c N:c.,: 
n1:!] an<l IncJustrinl C,>Hc.-gc :ln.-J pri.>vl·i~d ~~~ nvJrl.i~ 
ftc:tlion of the cnrricu1u1n ta r~ru<l:: t."'0-=-=rS!.i ~1:arlh~;: 
to hi~b school diplo1nns1 l~achc.::; cc:-t:~ r~!J:~, tr~rlr. 
q~!~tlif,cat ions, ;.niHt ;:.ry- :r..:ir:n::c, ~!ld 1-~~;::-in~. I 1:!• 
grccs came Lo Uc civcn in the: n.5•.1:11 .:o:..)~--nic fief<ls, 
:1nrl :t ~~radu:1tc dcp:1.rtmi:-nl w:1s a1ul,_!,i?ltl 1..:;· 193 1 
tl,c cr,m!)IL~ contained thirly-o~~ rr.,~i.~ buildi ngs 
;rnd Ji i ty coll ~;;c.,. The school isst,cJ ::r. ~:i:1tml 
cnt:ilo;,:ue :,1«1 q rious b:11!1,tin;. C:tP.·t'>~ Prairie 
View Ulli\'cr,ily hy 19~ i', ll:~ coli~~.! ,•::is rccog
n~~l!cl as ::t d ast; A rolirgc by th~ s:.c1t~ C~p;ni mc11 t 
of cd11...:.afion nnd by the Sot~thcr n ,\5so--..,'"i:i.tk,il (>i 

Collr;;~s and Srcondary ScltOQ!s aucl ·.,.-~_; r,;i:1rnvc,l 
liy the Americ,n Collc;;c of Sur;;cc,,1; , Er,rolim~nt 
iu 19.171 cxdu~ivc of !-t1n1mcr school , \1.'.'.!...': x,50/. 

] : r1:l . lOGP.Ar 11 v: Frcc!c-ri::k Eby, T h ... • n t ... 4'1!::rp,,:n:t (If 
Ecl1,rnlit> J1 ,~,: 1'r;;.a.s ( 19:-5 ): Dacllcy C. \ \.°(;'.,t l"n , A 
Cr>,1:/•1?::rn.>iVt' llisl!-1 y of T,~.r\t~. Jl ( 19:-S) ; Pr,,ir'ic 
V iew S1.,tc N orrn:t! ant! ] 1:t?ustri.\l (.;e,l !c:;c, A ;:1: :10! 
C r.ttr f {)!/ :fC { 1S85•1si.17). 

Prai ri cvi!lc:, Texas. Pf iricvil!c:, in south
c:tslcrn Kaufm:tn County, 11 as cs!al.Jlisl-cd ;,bou t 
1670' Three businesses, a g ri l mill1 nnd a cotton gin 
wrre pcra ling in 1SS:,, wl en \'/. A. Taylor hacl 
the po~ of1ice ia hi; ccncra store. I'opt:blion was 
J 20 in l ro but declim:d to fif ty by 19w, the s:unt 
figure be11g reported in 19. o and l9.J0. An outdoor 
amphilhe· er al l'rairievi le was the si te of th~ 
Pioneer T ' atcr of Texas rcscntation of Ccnt!ncl,L 
in 1937 an Gran Quivira n J936. 

Pra ter, Villi:1m. \ illiam Prater (Prather) 
c:ime lo Tex· in 1822. c voted in the election ol 
April, J8241 \ ·loich sent the Baron de Bastrop"' 
as Texas dcpuL • t·o l he c nYention of Coahuib. ::nd 
Texas. On July 19, 162 , Prater received title lo 
a league and a bor o land in present Brazoria 
and Austin coun ·cs. JJ the fall of 1824 he was 
living on lhe nra· s River near the :Moses Ship
man''' family. The cn!/-,1s of rS2Ci classified Prater 
as a farmer and slo k ,biscr, agrd o\·cr fifty. His 
household included h1 1·ife1 Maria, three sons, and 
a daughter. 

DrnLtOCR•r11 v : E . C. • arker (ed.), Ausli11 Papers, 
I (192.1) ; L ester G. Dugb , "The Old Three· llunrlrcll," 
Q unrltrly of tl, r. Tr.,:as tc }/iJ!oricc l Assodn!in11. T 
{1S9 7-189S); Daniel Shirm. n, Front ier Life (1 S79) . 

Prather, William bdin. William Lamb-
din Prather, son of G or c W. and Lucretia P. 
(Lambdin) Pra ther, wa bo n near Paris, Tennes
see, on May I, 1848. I J65 his father moved to 
Texas and acquired a I ge p nlation near Waco. 
Despite his title of "C9lonel,' by which he was 
generally called, Prathc

1 
was ot a Confederate 

soldier for he was too y ung for army serl'icc, bnt 
his father, in l S67, sent h m lo stu under General 
Robert E. Lee, al W:ishi~gton Co cge, Lexington, 
Kentucky, where Prather recei\'ctl tl LL.Il. degree 
in JS7l. His standing is hown by !i's selection as 
one of the p:ill\Jearcrs al ice's funeral ·n 1670. 

Prather was admitted tp the bar in \ 'aco, Texas, 
in 1871 and practiced the e for twenty- ight years. 
From 1S75 to J87S he wa Waco city atl rncy. For 
three years he was a ma ter in chancer for the 
Houston and Texas Centr l Railroad. For 
1895-1896 he was prc~idc t of the stale bar 
lion. • 

On February 31 JS75, be married Franc s H: 
Kirkpatrick; they had fiv children. 

Pralher's connection ,,·ith the Univcrsil of 
Texas•• began with his a~pointmcnt as regent by 
Governor L. S. Ross •• in 1887. In 1S95 Prather j_J,.,;_· - { i 
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