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K1owA PEAK ;_ ·~.--. .·/::"i-{1~_. 
linc:iges occurred, with 5hield and tepee designs Hardly had Satanta and Big bees-retur1l'~ ~. • -~-•. -~}: . 
and band names usually descending in the male when a group of Texans visited the Kiowa reserva- t:- · ,: " , ·, "'' '··, -. 
line. tion and ran off two hundred horses ar.d mules, 

Another important aspect of Kiowa social struc- while Texas newspapers continued, probably cr­
ture was the clubs, dancing societies, or soldier roneously, to report renewed raids by Satanta and 
bands. These were not graded (though young boys Big Tree. With lawless white men destroying the 
belonged to the Raobits and youths to the Herd- buffalo by the thousands, with government-prom­
crs), for after maturity a man joined whichever ised rations delayed or not delivered, the Kiowa 
of the adult groups he liked best. Important old and other tribes were suffering from hunger, and 
women belonged to groups whose meetings and a general outbreak occurred in the spring of 1874, t 
purposes were deeply secret and who seemed to with an attack in the later part of June by the ·.-.· ;;· 
have inspired terror in most persons. The men's confederated Comanche, Cheyenne,•• and Kiowa 
societies functioned as police groups supervising upon Adobe Walls (sec Adobe Walls, Second Dat- f 
the buffalo hunts or tribal movements, as philan- tic of). [ • 
th

~C!c Kfoe:~ses~!~ed ,~ lls-k~~~yi;;of~~s.their annual be~:~i~~~~~ulat}!:ttzt ;!~ ili~i~~:a~t:ec~t hf~~ rf •. -.. 
calendars, for almost every important family seems that summer showed four-fifths of the Kiowa and r ,,; .. _ ,· 
lo have had one. Many of these go back lo the all of the Kiowa-Apache among the "friendlies," ., ·".l-"··~. ; · ' • 

~~~; ~~~~- century when they were recorded as ih~r~~~~~n~l!:1~st the hostiles was vigorously • c.: )1:;.f;;J:~!-~ ~ 
The Kiowan lani:;uage is unique to the plains; prosecuted in the fall , winter, anti into the spring • :::;_.':.": • ·; 

~~s~.e~i:t !\~~ia;i!i~ltnf ~~~~afist~n~~cra~f~~= ~v~r~
8

L~o~ihtw~1\~~/"X:itt~;
st

ci!t;~~ f.~%g~h~ );1J;{?:t:-· .. ·:,:.~ii:', 
sbip to Shoshoni, a dialect of which is spoken by· time on the Kiowa remained quietly on the reser- :.; ·•' "·• . . • • .•. ·.·~,·.:,_•.~,-,_ •... ~ .. -.i_.,~···.·,1"_:? . .'.;_:,·.~.-. 
the Comanche. The sii:;n language was used to valion and tried to follow the new path of the , ·:- ;" ·,i -· · 
communicate with other tribes as well as with the while men with patient resignation, with only oc- t . , · ~iji C. 
Kiowa-Apache. casional interludes of disquiet. ' 1 ,•;- .·':, .: , .• ,, .p;,;, 

In physical type, the Kiowa were dark-skinned, Sec Kiowa-Apache Indians. . ;. : ~.:_. _.:}t_;-: __ ,._., 
short, ~tacky, with brachycephalic heads. Brnuoc•AruY: James Mooney, "Colend~r History of . "' ·,..., ~.·,. 

Earlirst tradition locates the Kiowa northwest t he Kiowo. Jndions," B,ir,a" of Am,riean Et/1110/opy, 171/1 l. ;,'- ; ':· · • ,~ .-
f h ~, II • h H . I A,:irncl Report, Part.: (1898): Thomas Battey, Tl,,- Life -

1
,. • ' •✓'·,r,. 

a l c xc owstone area, wit a Black 11 s loca- and Adv,i:t:<rrs of a Quaker Among t/i, Jttdia,,.s (iSJ s): [·.. 'fi .. : • , ~ · 
tion in the e:ighteenD1 century. In this area they are Alice !,far riott, Tl;e Tc" Grcr.d111ot/rers ( 1945)l· J. J. . • , '-f,·c:._·~-
rcpu ted to have had contact with the Comanche, Methvin, A11dd, or the Mexican-Kiowa Capti-.,, 19.:7). .,.• -
whom they seem to have pushed southward. The J . Gilbert .McAllister r. <:~::/ '-:. 
first regular American trading relations with the Kiowa Peak. Kiowa Peak, in the northeast !. 7 - : ~:;~ 
Kiowa were begun in 18341 and the first treaty corner of Stonewall County, rises to an elevation [ .. ·: 
with the United Slates, stipulating peace and of r,lloo feet . I 

. friendship, was signed.in 1837. Nevertheless, raid- Kirby, Helen !,farr (Swearineen) . Helen f. • 
ing co:i tinued, especially against Texans, and in Marr (Swearin;;en) Kirby, daughter of Mari;aret ! 
1 £6.; tl1ere was a gener::1 uprising of the plains In- M. and Richard J. Swearingen, was born in Mo- t 
di:l.ns. The resulting .Medicine Lodge T reaty of bile, Alabama, on January 171 1837. Her parents f· 
1867 changed the whole status o( the Kiowa and • brought her to Chapel Hill, 1'.exas, in 1839. She f 
thdr allies from that of independent tribes with graduated from Wesleyan Female College at f 
free and unrestricted ranges over the whole plains Macon, Georgia, in 1855 and on April 18, i858, f

1 
lo that of pensioners dependent on U1e govern- married Jared E. IGrby. After her husband's death , 
ment, confined to the narrow limits of a reservation in 13651 she opened Alta VisL1. Institute, a board- 1 
and subject to collstant military and civilian super- iug school for girls, at her home nc::r Hempstead. ( 
vision. She moved her sons to Austin in 1875 and taught f 

In 1871 a large raiding party of Kiowa is re- temporarily in a p:iv:itc school until 5be opened 1· 
puled to h'!.v~ killed seven men in Texas in what an Alta Vista Institute in Austin. She closed her 
is known as the Salt Creek Massacre.<• lloasting school in June, 1S64, and in September, 1884, be-
of their deeds before Ger.era! W. T . Sherman,•• came "Lady Assistailt" at the University of 
three of the most important leaders were arrested Texas.~• She was made assistar.t dean of women 
and lu:nc<l over to the stale of Teus. One of in 1902 and dean in r9031 stning until r9r91 when I 
these (S?.!:mk ~•) la ter resisted and was killed, but she was ruade dean emerita. She established the r 
Satanta a1:d B:g Tree ,., were held as hostages. In Gertrude Swcarir:sen Scho!z.rship at the Univer- !· 
18;2 two coum1issions were sent out from Wash- sity in honor of her sister. Kirby Hall, the Meth- l 
ington in an ~ltcmpt to settle the various problems odist dormitory for girls at the University, was 
czusing fr :ction between the ever exp;:nding while recipient of an endowment from her estate and 
scttlcrnc:1l~ ~.nd the several Indian groups. Neither was named for her. Stories of her activities as dean ,_ .,-_ 
commis.dc-~ ::c!Jieved positive results. The Kiowa and her influence on two generations of ,1·omeu 
.finally ::;;recd lo sencl delegates to Washington, a t the University became a part of c.impus lore. 
where they Wi;re promised the return of their She died in Austin on November 291 1921. 1 · • 
two chiefs 1.he following spring, on the condition The Helen Marr Kirby Fellowship of S40 ooo • • 
that they cond..ict themselves properly through the which has provided an annual internatio~at' fcl~ ·: 
winter of 1e72--1873 and return stolen stock aud all lowship of ~r,500 .since 19451 was set up in her 
captives ht'lt! by them. The Kiowa complied with honor by the· American Association of University f 
these pro,-:-,:ions, hut the people of Texas, on hear- Women 
in;_! of t.hz promise to re!e:1se the two captives, • f. 

• t d • ( 0"' • I Ji 11 BrnLtOCRAPUY: Sind~ir 1'-forcfand Th~ Trxos • pro.es e ·;:gorou:, y. wcta pressure DJ. Y Wom,n's Hall of Fo,,: , (1917); ·l'hc .deold,, IX (Jon- t 
brought ;,i:,c al their relci:sc in October, ·1873, uary, r922). I. 
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BLACK PllAHllE [ 170] 

Ri,·cr c:mpti~s into Copano Bay. The mouth of 
t!: r river is quite wide; within iL lies the shdl rc(• f 
\\'i1ich was a habitat of the Karankawa and Copano 
Inc.li:-i.ns .'1'1'" 

J.'ranl"i, , John, an<l Thomas \Vckkr l:111,kd al 
Black Point in J\ lay, 1S36, :wcl a few years bter 
rst.11,li;l,e<l a ranch on 11,e shell reef. They later 
sold this lr::ict to Captain Philip Dimilt.''' Black 
l'oinl from 183S to r S.p \\'as a landing; depot for 
11111nilion; :tnd supplies for the Mexican Federalist 
:irmics. The Black l'oinl settlement lig; urcd in m:rny 

. Indian mids and Ji!;hts, inclndini; the kidnappini( 
of Jacol.J Kring. Major John H . Woods• settled 
at ];lack Point in the 18.1o's. The modern com­
munity of n:iysiclc occupies the , ame site. 

llobnr/. /TusMt 
Black Prairie. See Texas Prairies. 
Black Spring Br;:mch. Dlack Spring Branch 

in soul hcrn Erath County fl ows northeas t into 
Li ttle Grrcn Creek south of the community of 
Alexander. 

Blackberry Creek. .Dl~ckberry Creek, also 
known :is Bohs Ct eek, rises in nor th\\'c;tcrn .-\rcher 
County and flows north app:·o:dmatcly four lllilcs 
into the \Vichil:i River in Lhc northwestern corner 
of Archer Connly. 

B lacks Bayou. l}]acks Bayou in sc>uth.:,,~· _ 
J cfferson County flow:; into the Neches R i,·cr. 

Black's Fort. Black's Fort, 011 Soutlt :• 
Gabriel Ri \'er in eastern J:urnel County, wa; ::;,-~ 
for William Illack, who built it in 1S51 to i,r,: 
the setllcrs from Indian raids. Consisting o!' at::•. 
walled stone house and a ~prin;; house \\'ita; 
stone and wood stockade, the iort ser\'ed a; a , . 
dence and storage place for supplies and a1•1in-•· . 
lion, but it saw little defense sen·icc a; most o: : 
raids occurred in the western part of th~ c, -, . 
near Fort Croghan.'''' After serving as a iort ~ 
1868, the building continued to be used a, ,: , 
dence. In 1936 the Texas Centennial Commi, • 
ereclccl a marker on the site. 

BrnLtOG8J.t•uv: 1'1. G. Dowden, H istory o i H•:; ~ 
County (.M.A. th("sis1 University of Trxas, 19.;•,) . 

;/ ~lackshear, Thomas Edward. _Thom~, ,·. 
war<l Blackshear, son of Edward and E 
(l\Jitchell) Blackshear, li,·ed in Dunc~n · .. • 
Thomas County, GcorgiJ.. On December 8, . , 
he married Emily Goodwin Raines ; they • .. 
parents of nine children. Blackshear was ir. •• 
Creek campaign of 1836 as captain of a sr<,ut, -
pany of Lhc 69th Regiment, 2nd Bri~adc, C c,•·. 
Militia. On January 9, 1839, he was ap!')o::: 
secretary of the board of directors of the B, 
wick and Florida Railro:id Company, of 1< •. ;' 

he was a stockholder. He left North Carolin~:··· t 
Texas on April 13, 1S5S. He settled near Na·:.t 
as a cotton planter and on April ~3, .1S5<1, , 

chased land in the ·Brazos Rh·er valley. lly 1,. 

he had 152 slaves and by 1867 owned 2 15.1 r ·:. • 
of Janel. Blackshear died on October 16, 1S6;·. • . 
correspondence, diary, memorandum !Jo&'-:. 
account book arc in Lhe Archives Collect,,,~ 
the University of Texas. 

:;:.~,.-~:,v cll, l~:-!id, a 
. .,~·,-. The H~,ck.vell, 
• :· .:· ! :·1y W:i.; p·:-oj~<" lCc 
0,:··:: F. Yo:il;urn ''' for 

: . cc 1.':orth ancl Dalla 
.:: .. ·.·.-tern Oklaho:na 

•., :·::: was completed . 
1;,- ,::-H1. Tc.~Js, withi. 

. . :: : : :n 1903 by the St 
! •• . . t ' 1-:.dway. 

:l!:: ::. William Cc 
• 1::. !JPrn in B:1u :·bo 

; : .: · .: ~1 :G. 1 701, \V:15 g: ra, 
, ·.: •. rL"nn~yh·:111i:t, in 
; ... ,.,.·•: ::c:tl Semin~rv in 
' : :-~ L:~: ~ ... i~ht yc:1rS arr1 
, ·, l r P l.Joard of ior~i~ 
• • · : !r: i..·fn1rrh sent hin{ 
'.":::: .<:!n people. He set 
• •: ,;,:i n·.; oi IS.Jo to pn 
.. :..: .. :tad rclid0u • tract 

: - \; :·:?. 1S 10; !tc aided 
:' ~.:,y:~ry oi the ri r;uo:: 
.. • ,·: .p.tni.~1•J a chl!rch in 
. ·.· :: 1S;;, when !he pr< 
• .. : . \\ i:h his 1•:iie, Sus 
• i:t n. !tc w:is forced t< 

·.: , :,·:in forces a11d ;c,· 
·:: uh·hc Indi:tns.'1'· 

ll:; d:ca111 of rducatin 
, ,, :•:irtly realized wil 
t • ~'.1~na :t Co!IC'gc:•'· He rr 
:.::cip.dl ,· responsible fo 

• •• •. ·;; !,dng gh·cn lo the 
'! !t :- fur a time :md W3$ 

;;,. :ii,k d :dso in sccurin· 
·:.• ••• .\.s he became less '. 

Bl.ickl.Ju rn, Ephraim. Ephraim Rlackl.Jurn, son 
of J ame, and Mary Blackl.,urn, \'.'as born in 17.,4 
and \\'aS reared in \Vc;t N ottingham Town:;hip, 
Pennsylvania. He commanded a company in the 
American Re,·olulion and married Prudence Rieu. 
Gi,·ing his home slate as Maryland, l3lack1Jurn en­
tered Texas at Naco;;cloches in 1S01 as a member 
oi Philip Nolan's•• expedition. Captured with the 
Nolan party, lllackburn was imprisoned :it Chi­
huahu:i. When Sp:inish authorities decreed Lhal one 
man of the nine survivors of the expedition should 
be killed, dice were thrown to determine who 
should I.Jc hanged. Blackburn, the oldest man in the 
group, cast the dice fi rst and threw the low num­
ber. He was hanged in the Plaza de los Urangas in 
Chihuahua, l\fexico, on November II, 1807. 

IlrnuocR,WHY: Blackshear p:lp~rs (~IS., .\ re'···· . 
Collection, Unlvcrslty of Tcxns Libr;iry). 

Blacktail Creek. l3lacktail Creek rise.; .,t . 
breaks of the Llano Estacado in north""' '. 
Briscoe County and flows north into the f' r./ 
Dog Town Fork of Red River near the non~ :· 
county line. 

0 . ; ': ,,:i where he pread 
: : :i :-1:.1ry 13, 1873. 

DtnLIOCltAI>HY: 1\I:i.urinc T . \ Vilson, Philip Nolan and 
His Activities i11 Texas (~!.A. thesis, University of 
Tcx:is, 1932) . 

Blackfoot, Texas. Blackfoot, in northern An­
derson County near Catfish Creek, is a trading cen­
ter and market for dairy and farm products. The 
community had two stores and a population of 
fifty in 1940. 

Blackland, Texas. Blackland, in north central 
Rockwall County, had a post office from 1878 to 
1903. In 1949 the village had a cotton gin, a general 
store, and an estimated population of twenty. 

Blackland Army Air Field. Blackland Army 
Air Field, five miles northwest of Waco, Texas, 
was designated as Chin:t Springs Army Air Fiel<l 
and as Waco Army Air F'icld, Numl.Jcr 2 1 before the 
ofiicial name was given because of the l.Jlack soil 
on which the insl:illation was erected. The field 
was activated in June, 1942, and operated as a 
Glider Training School from July 7, 1942, until 
October 10, 1942, when it became an Advance 
Two-Engine Pilot School. Its commandin:; officers 
were successi,·cly Colonels Emmett F . Yost, George 
F. Keene, Howell M. Estes, Fred H. Bounds, 
Jergen D. Olson, Charles G. Pearcy, and James M. 
Johnson. The field was inactivated on October 31, 
1945. In 1950 it was operating as Lhe Waco Munici­
pal Air Field, and buildings at the field were used 
as a housing project. 

Blackwell, Thomas H. Thomas H. Bhc~· .. 
immigrated lo Texas in 1835. He joined the T,,. 
Army in 1836 and fought in Lhe battk c: ~ • 
Jacinto as a pri\•atc in the 2nd Regiment, T­
Voluntcers. He was reading clerk in the Jl-:. -
of Representatives in the First Congrcs:; oi :· •· 
Republic. On December 15, 1837, Blacklwil • • 
elected county clerk of Brnzori:i County. •• ~ 
April 14, 1845, he was one of a committ,·, • 
twenty-eight which drew up resolutions for I:· • . . 
zoria County favoring; the annexation of T 
to the United States. He died at his hor.:: : ,, 
Brazoria County in March, 185r. ,·· 

l3inLIOCRAPUY: S . IL Dixon :ind T.. \V. K - ;: 
llcroes of Sau Jacinto {1932); Tcfrnraph c:::J Jr !~ 
R egister. December 17 1 1S37, and April 301 1$.;j. 

Blackwell, Texas. Black\\'ell, in southca,· .. 
,, . 
I 

Nolan County, was named James when the:,•. 
plot was filed on August 14, 1906. The name • 
changed to Blackwell honoring an En~lish ,: • 
holder in the Orient Railroad, which built ti::. · · ,: 
the town a line la ter O\\'ned by the P:in~ :· 
and Santa Fe Railro:id. Illack\\'ell had a po; •• 
lion oi five hundred and thirteen bu~ine,; r-· 
lishmcnts in 19.15. It is a trade center for :i • • 

siderable stock farming region covering par:­
Nolan, Coke, and Taylor countic.,. R. C. Cr; 

! d_.,,~-K, 1 ~\:-~ 
• l'1:;:-~-

. : : -LIO(:R.\l'HY: \Villi:u11 St 
· ,. ·:'·:. :,nan Church i1: Tr.ra 

H!air, Texas. Blair 
::!ty, is a r:inching c~n: 

' •~ lli\idc. Named for an 
··;.• :c:cd l\\'0 storc3 and ; 

. :.!lairs Creek. Blair; 
·•~ham Creek, ri.;es in 

: ::ity an<l flows sbuthe: 
<cs i1:to Big Cypn•;s C 
.· ":nl ior James R. 81:iir, 
.,.- : through which it flo\\'< 

i.!lair's Fort. Blair's I·: 
,_-.-! w,•; t of the l0\\'n of 1J 

•• ·:;a:.·. was es tablished in 
.: ~on,i;:tcd of t\\'O rows o 
, -:::i;: each o:hcr, with iour 

T : :i housing one family. T. 
· ' : ·,,·o row, \\·as closc<l at 
.. ·e anr! gates oi han<l hew 
' ~ •:nciosure was u;~d as a c 
: ·:. :vr d~fcn~c against Indi 
' --:: a, 1S6.3 families brgan 

• :::::::oc~.\t'HY: Robert Y. Li 
•• • : " 1l ( ounty, Tc:-.:.1s (~(.J\ 

• I ,,, 1!) f 0). 

:ibke, Te:<as. Diak,· in 
,~:y on a mail routr f ro1 

. ~ (ank farm and oil pum 
• -- ~n Eerws the ~urrounding 
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