
W. R. BANKS -, 
VJ. R. BANKS CUR PRINCIPAL 
Pioneer Leader and Educator 
In Texas 

Willette Rutherford Banks 
was born in the Northeast Geo
rgia hill town of Hartwell Aug. 
8, 1881, the son or J. M. and 
laura Banks . . He overcame 
many handicaps to become a 
great center for the Atlanta 
University football team a 
varsity debater, a leader' in 
the Y.M.C.A. and editor of the 
college paper. His college ca
feer was to give him the faith
ful and brilliant companion of 
his life, Glovinia Virginia Per
ry, and the supreme intellec
tual stimulation or studying with 
VJ.E.B. Dubois, who remaineda 
life long friend and confidant. 

His record and family con
tacts in the C.M.E. Church, 
1909-1968, brought him the Pr
sldency or Texas College In 
Tyler in May of 1915 where his 
brilliant talents as an admini
strator attracted national atten
tion. Ten years later, Southern 
leaders in the Educational awa
kening suggested W. R. Banks 
to the President and Board of 
Directors of the Agricultural 
and Mechanical College of Te
xas to be the seventh Principal 
of Prairie View A&M College. 

Believing that Prairie View 
College must serve the State of 
Texas at the point of her gre- . 
atest need, W.R. Banks worked 
tirelessly on many fronts to 
make his foundation contacts 
overcome the provincialism 
that might limit the opportunity 
of his people. He built eight cap
ital buildings and a model farm, 
the Library still bearing his 
name; he built his staff with 
foundation scholarships; he got 
his college accredited by the 
Southern Association in Dec-

ember of 1934. Indeed Texas 
be~ame his campus and every 
Negro "his" student. For 20 
years he guided the destiny of 
Prairie View and potentially 
the State of Texas for Negroes, 
from 1926 to September, 1946, 
when he retired to a cottage 
which was to shelter his last 
years. After the death of his 
beloved wife in 1963, his re
tirement from the national stage 
became complete. The boards 
of many colleges including his 
A Ima Mater, the quiet precin
cts of the foundations, the Na
tional meetings of the State 
Teac'12rs and the Negro Land
Grant Colleges were to see the 
figure of this tall gaunt deter
mined man no more. The quiet 
retreats of the aged were to 
serve as places of memory and 
rest. But death is gentler than ~ 
life. Early in the morning of '-i""-._ 
Oct. 16, 1969, in his eighty-~ 
eighth year, Willette Rutherford 0--::: 
Pan ks was called to his maker. ......____, 

Those who cherish his mem-
ory and survive the touch of his ~(') 
life are legion. He left behind 
two brothers and a sister, A. J. ~"/ 
Banks of Washington, D.C. ;J abe fl 
Banks of Philadelphia, Pa., and , 
Mrs. W.arthaAnnCraft, ofHart- i-, 
well, Ga. a host of other 'rel at- .,.__) 
ives, and devoted nephew, Inman , ... .._:, I 
\Vhi~e _ of P~lestin_e, a graduate of (J\ 
Prairie View. His hand is upon V 
Prairie View, and Texas Col- r-. 
l ege, and Fort Valley and Ko- ~ 
waliga - and they will stand si- ._ 1 
lent and bereft in their sorrow. ::,. 

·-1 According to the 22nd " 
Amendment to the Constitu
tion. 10 years is the statutory 
limit of time any person can~ -
serve as president. -~ 
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