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!ir;:; . Bn •nico Cl:..-:.t o:r 

I j:,::;5. i•;\e Vi·.:l,1. '£0::?,E.l 
J:,:.nu::1.3:jr 6 1 l9~o 

JpeeLili i:.r~ , Ho:rt,u Damonf-'l tz•gt, i on 1.•;y tonu i on ..JE:l:i."'V'ice 
CoJ.J.ece Ut :1.tiO" , '.l(.;:~~ .. c 

l \:t!la!-i. t o ~tc1~!t!C,~':lod1~0 .:.~· .. 1c wi11t o i · t ilo in:.rt:~Jl\ctic>l1 
cl.h)O ';;. ~ .:.n .. , w~ , •.. "'ul l ti tllo Eous:!.?! ? .3urvf.ly !:,~tor:!.al 
h~w::i '.Jeon f or;;""r <lad -:'.,;c _.11 Negl'u Homo .0'.3mono·b:t---~t i on 
.. A:~ont,s t c, data" :.a 3!'.:: a.nx ious to ~ trnist ,'Ii t h t.hia 
project, !:iO f eel ~ i ·eG< t o :!Ull en t lli ~ ofi ' i c G _.·o:i.· 
u:ny au:;ist:..mc3 pofrniolo . 

l ','/R :U 

Youro truly, 

~.1ro. I . ·;;'. Ho'Wal'l , .Di str ict 
Eomc ue:r,on::i •Jration , .[__un t 



?::rs. 
" 
ti 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Prairie Vie,~ , 'l'exui:::, 
.n·,nuary 11, HJ33. 

!tr;; .. A. B. De?· 'iont, 

Warne 

I . s . Kinch ion, 
c. J. Hall 
L. "' ... Ragsdt'! le 
t . o. -r,·. Hod~, 
L. Cr. ~,mith 
P. J. Har r-is 
!... Eo Har:dson 

?OB r-outh ::;:a1ot 4th Avenue , 
!ti!J.e7 a l ':ells , Texas . 

'i'ho f'ollor,inc nr:..-ncd r:on1en uill be pleased t o coopera te 
in the ~ettor Romes fto,rer.nnt: 

Title ,i.c1drons 

j:cc;ro Co11nt y Hor10 Dcnon::,trat i on Agt. P<!l est i n e , Te:xas 
" " u Anclet on, •rexas. 
" " " " " Jo.cl~:::o::ivill c," 
" 

., ,, ,. ~~ll FJ.or ':l s·t., ]);11 las, 
., ,, 

" 
,, ., Ya r lin 

" " " .. !r:::v::.sot,, , 
" " " " sccuin , 

Texas 
" ., 

" 
" A. G. H. Ed\,ards " " " .. n 308 Odd Yellotm Blue .,P.ouston,Tcx. 
.. c. R. 1-l. Meck " " 

,, 

" .. ~ . .• l!, • Bledsoe ., ,, 
" 

" l'l. J. Cnmpbcll ,, 
" 

,, 

" c. P. \'J,ashineton ,, 
" " 

~1ss Fl. o. Phelps " " .. 
nrs . L. B. Austin ,, 

" " 
" E. .. 'rhomas " " " 
~ iss H. D. Di rden ,, 

" ti 

?.lrs . !1. t.!. Big::s .. " 
., 

" B. E. r'i lson ,, 
" " 

ti I.. E. Lusk " .. 
" 

II 8. B. sava nnah, " " II 

IWR: g 

" " ?iarshall, •roxas. 
" 

,, Crocko~t, Texa::: . 
" " 680 1!. Denton st., }toxic. , 
,, 

" Bay City, 

" " 131' So. Second, ,moo 

" " P. o. Box 10?2 , Coroicana 
tt ?. o. nox en, Eender:Jon, 

" " Shepherd, 
., 

" 505 s o. Cameron St., Victori€. , 
" " }Jempstend 1 Te:xn:: 
" 

,, Route (i ' Box rn, 
II .. P. o. BOX 401 , 

You.rs truly, 

I . • Rowan, s uporvi!:ing 
Home nonons1;ration A{'cnt. 

Bronllru,1, 
r;harton 

" 
" 
" .. 

" 
" 
" 

•• 
ti 



we.xas 1J1' eheration of (lloloreh lll!Jumen' s QHub.a 

MRS. A. B. DeMENT, President 

708 South East 4th Avenue 



Ml-tS. A. B. DElliENT, President 
iOS S. E. 4th Ave .. Mineral Wells 

MRS. C. H. CHRISTIAN, 1st Vice-Pres. 
1211 J::. 11th St .. Austin 

llIRS. F. J. DODD, Recording Secretary 
~012 N. P~nrl St., Dnllns 

MRS. ,\, n. MILLER, Asst. Rec. Sec. 
1104 J::. 2nd St., Fort \Vorth 

:\IRS. A . X. B. ROBERTSON, Cor. Sec. 
43~ Islnnd St., Mnrlln 

MRS. V. C. FEDFORD, Treasurer 
S16 A venue K, Gnlveston 

MHS. M. C. DONNJ•:LL, Chr. E . Board 
t031 Myrtle St., El Paso 

MRS. H. H. HINES, State Organizer 
Box 16ti, Texns College, Tyler 

MRS. W. fl. HARVEY, Statistician 
130S Bessie St., Fort Worth 

'.\!HS. C. E . Adams, Custodian Girls' 
Home Fund. 1095 Cnrlos St .. Beaumont 

MRS. E. E. BURNETT, Auditor 
207 Elmira St., Cleburne 

MRS. I . GODFREY, Pnrllamcntarian 
1402 O'Neil St .. Houston 

MRS. S. B. ll1cG0E, Chr. Young Women's 
Dept., 601 Sandrord St.. llinrshall 

MRS. C, E. LINDSLEY, Chr. Trans por
tation, 1017 E . H u mboldt St., Ft. Worth 

lHRS. J, A. GRUMB·LE!:l. Custodian or 
t.lrls' Home, 1115 Wyoming, Sau An
tonio. 

MRS. l\1, L. WILLIAJIIS, Chaplain 
Box 246, Jllart 

MRS. L. M. JOHNSON, Chr. Finance 
1130 E. Humboldt St., J.'ort Worth 

MRS. H. E. WILLIA!>IS, Chr. or Creden
tl~lsl, 900 E. 6th St., Corsicana 

MRS. S. L. GIBSON, Chr. Registration 
337 Island St., Mnrlln 

MRS. G. E. ll!A:RTIN, Chr. Program 
Box 36U, Tyler 

MRS. E. JI£. FOWLER, Chr. Health 
Box S33. Wichita Falls 

MRS. :11. V. DENSON, Chr. Art 
24S George St .. Jllarlln 

MRS. L. J . YOUNGBLOOD, Chr. Pub
licity, Terrell, Texas 

:\IRS. D . L . SMITH, Chr. Social Service 
Box 71, \Vllcy College, lllarshnli 

ll!RS. B. A . THOMAS, Chr. Ways nnd 
Means , Box 446, Cameron 

:\·IRS. A . H. BLEDSOE, Chr. Ne:;ro 
Authors, Prairie View College, l'ralrle 
View 

MRS. M. L . TUCTCER, Chr. American 
Citizenship, 105 S. Houston St., Fort 
Worth 

::\IRS. LOIS WATERS, Chr. American 
Homos, 132·1 N. Pnlnce. Tyler 

MnS. 111. 0 . BELL, Chr. Badges nnd 
Bonners, R. 6, 206 Humphrey, \Vlchlla 
l"'"lls 

JIIRS. L. L. AUSTIN, Texas .Ass'n or 
Colored Girls 
1107 Wilson St., Houston 

llffiS. B. H. HENDRIOKS, Financial Sec. 
3111 Thomas Ave .. Dallas 

STUDENT LOAN COMMITTEE 

MRS. LTLLIE L. AUSTIN, Chnlrmon 
1107 ·wnson St., Houston 

MRS. ETHJ;;L RANSOM, Secretary 
1115 E . Terrell Ave .. Fort Worth 

l\1RS. S. B. :McGEE, Box 552, Mnrshnll 
lltns. G. E . MARTIN, Box 365 Tyler 
MRS. A . E . S. JOHNSON 

316 Island St., Jltarlln 

HONORARY PRESIDENTS 

MRS. M . E. Y. MOORE (Deceased) 
Galnesvllle-Fort Worth 

MRS. INEZ SCOTT. Paris 
MRS. W. M . ALPHIN. Fort Worth 
MRS. C. E. ADAMS. Beaumont 
MRS. R. A. RANSOM. Fort Worth 
MRS. H. E. WJLLIAMS. Corslcan11 
1.ms. A. E. s. JOHNSON, Marlin 

TRUSTEES GIRLS' HOME 

l\ffiS. R. H. HINES 
Box 166, Texas College, Tyler 

lllRS. Z. E. TRll\lBLE 
Box 163. Wichita Fulls 

MRS. W. MAXEY, 920 Dallas Blvd .. Waco 
MRS. A. E . JOHNSON, 

316 Island St. Jllnrlln 
MRS. R. A. R'ANSOM 

1115 E. Terrell Ave., Fort Worth 
MRS. H. E . WILLIAMS 

900 E . 6th Ave .. Corsicana 
ll!ISS A. BOWDEN 

St. Phillips Junior College, San Antonio 
:\fRS. C. E . ADAMS 

1096 Carlos St., Heb.umont 



r BETTER DOMES IN AMERICA 
An Educational Organization Incorporated in the State of Delaware, 1923 

Mrs. I. W. Rowan, 

1653 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

January 16, 1933. 

Supervising Home Demonstration Agent, 
Prairie View, 
Texas. 

My dear Mrs. Rowan: 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

HERBERT HOOVER, Honotary Chairman 
RAY LYMAN WJLB UR, rrosi<lcnt 
MRS. LILLIAN JI[. GILBRETH 
JOHN 111. GRIES 
CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 
l\lISS HARLEAN JAMES 
MRS. W . F . LAKE 
MRS. WILLIAlll DROWN l\lELONEY 
WILLIAlll STANLEY PARKER 
MRS. HAROLD IRVING PRAT T 
l\lRS. JAMES J. STORROW 
J AMES FORD, E xecutive Director 

we are delighted to learn from Mrs. A. B. De Ment , Chairman of the Texas 
Better Homes in America Cor:imittee for Colored Citizens, that you will serve as 
Secretary of her State Committee. 

Enclosed you will find a memorandum on the work of State Better Homes 
Committees and, under separate cover, I am sending to you two copies each or 
our 1933 Guidebook and of our other publicat ions, including book and pamphlet 
bibliographies. You will find, also, acme reprints from The Southern Workman, 
by Miss Blanche Halbert, which describe the work of local Negro Better Homes 
Campaigns of earlier years. 

Attached you will find also a list of the local colored appoint~ents 
which we have made in Texas for the 1g33 Campaign. 

Hereafter we shall send to you copies of our letters which go to the 
State Chairman and vice versa so that you will each be inform.ad of any devel
ments in the correspondence with your State. 

As soon as letterheads are prepared for the State Committee we shall send 
a· supply to you as well as to Mrs. De Ment, together with stamped envelopes. 
Meanwhile we are sending ten of our business reply envelopes for use in corres
pondence with this office and an equal number of our regular stamped envelopes 
for correspondence with Mrs. De Ment and others until the letterheads and 
stamped envelopes are ready to be sent to you. 

A.t this time of the year the most important thing which a State Committee 
can do is to select county and local chairmen so that they can get to work on 
their local programs just as soon as possible. we will, of course, send Guide
books and other campaign materials to each local and county chairman. 

After you have had opportunity to look over the material which we have sent 
to you, please let me know 6t any questions which it may raise in your mind or ot 
any further inforroation which you me.y needs 



Mrs. I. W. Rowan - 2 - January 16, 1933. 

We deeply appreciate your cooperation in the National Better Homes Move
ment as Secretary or the State Committee for Texas and believe that you will 
find this a form of public service or exceptional interest and lasting value. 

Jll':ma. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Executive Director, 
Better Homes in America. 



' 

!\i r ~ . 1. • B . DE:Llr::11 t , 
7 -XJ • Gou.th 2-. as t At~ 1:v ~nuc:, 
Ll inc ral ;ells , Texa s . 

J cnuary 1 9 , l 93i . 

Le .::.re doligh tc6 t o l c ,,:. rn fr.:,r:i y :m1· L 0 tts··· r· of J0.nuc1.7 15 
i;hr:tt you c::nd _.;rs. l"oT.T.n ar·o c;o Lng t~lp ;;:d .·{~·-icll;,r ···.lth the or•g,Ta.:L-=
,:',a tion or t~1c 3 ctt. ,:•r HCl1;1r., ~ ·: 1 r·0 .::.;2 -:=:.11 ±·o~· ·::.h e C.:-il:"J[·~, ,:1 eit lzc n~: of 
iI1C?~KD.S . 

·,: G h o.v c L'k0.8 .~;. DG tc of the )Cl:'::i '.Ji'lS • :: !1:n 1 you h :) V C in,r:L tcd 
to se:;rvo :)11 your i3t;_;_ tc COL'l!U i ttcs :...nd , 2.s ~oon D.~; we l r.""n 1 oi' th r.c: Lr 
~ccc; t~ncc from you, r·e v ill :1~it6 to csch o~ t hem sending a coJ y 
of our 19ZZ Guidebook. 

. The :·!cr~1ons listed in ;,h·::~. P:) 1;;:,n 1 ~ l c tt0.r ta you h :,;vc :..,11 
bGen r e co1'decl e, s L-1;;;7, cha i r·mcn fo·r tllEir r s ~nc~ctiv~ c::rt.mtic s ,,. i th 
the e1•_c e:)tion of ;,1r-6. I.:J.L Eodce, oi' Dc.lh .. s ( D,.,11:J.s County), .'.'.nd 
rirs. 11. t. Bledsoe, of (>coc1':C:'t t (~bL1::;t::m C0unty). In -Dull&s County 
our record s. shovr thu.t Ifrs. f.mni£> B. 1.<"'i c lcl::;, H,Jt.'d,e 5, 3ox G:_:- A, 
Dallas , is serving ;::,,6:.d!l this y c~ r a s County Chzlil0 m;:m; ;:.nd. '.~rs . ,J~hcl 
?. Langrum, ?.O . . Box ,JQE, Cr-oel:.:ctt_, r·ho u.lso sc r·vl'.::d L ).:.lt y ear, h :1 s 

t d' . h C ,· ' • • • .• 1 .. ~ ~ C' • 1 ' ' ' acce!) e ·c e oun ty L'.:J.c,ir·r.1:..m::,hi ·:1 u.ga1.n 1 or .. :-J,:J.:, •• , .,h:)u ... a 011cs e 

county c:h,~i:r1;1c.nships be t.re;.n.:lf (:' ITc::d to Hrs . . Hodeo -"c:n<l ;,.frs . Bledsoe 
o r will thc:y s 0 r-vp jointly ·: i th 2;:.•~-:. Fi :-)lcs .:.nd ~ers. I, ;:-•.ne!·um? 

Letters ·;1.c:-;:no\·,l0.d~.i.n1i the l!· r~c ~:e .· t an,>.:::: :::.ncl co·;.,ies af our 
?Ublications a re being sent to each of Ll1e oth~r ~crsons on tho 
list, and ,,:0 ar~ r c~Ul'nin t:: h c :i.:· cr:ith ~-irs . t o ,.::m 1 r, L:.• t ◄:c :::' to you, 
as you r0,•ucs t, 1·cti~intng a co ·-..y of it for· our· fil 0 fJ. 

!,.n o-r·de:r ho.s ~l i'r::1dy 1)ecn ~ilc'.ccd For· th e=-: c, rin ting of five 
hundred l ette rhead s for tho use of y,)1.H f: t~te C:oi:1111 t t;1:e, -'.md t h E'y 
~ ill be form1rded to iou tog0 thcr ~1th u SU l l l y of sturn~ed onv~lo~os 
".d thin th<.:J next fo ,·: days. 

I'::H 
Lncl. 
Couv t.ri M-,.c, p,..,mnn 



~-'r~ a A. ;3 . f'r;'f\·:;:-n·i; ~ 

~ ')t?: ~ - !'. ··r;111- Ch ·i..../cuuo, 
~~~e~Rl -~0lls , T0xaa . 

i--lt _ ir le 1Ji0 n , 7c%3t; , 
JnnuaT:f ::SO, 1933 . 

I i1airo ;,":'"cl!T lc-Ctf!!• c ~ J::--~~ ~~:..1·~- J_G he::fo1·n r ... c at~: r4lblJ E co11y 
of' D1· . J ::im'."'!:1 ~•ord 1 ;; 1,"tt :1 r t 0 yon ll!,dc.:· ds. to of .rnn•.11:i r7,- 19. 

1 ,, -:;}cc J.:.at. ·;er o::' Cou1r.;y Ch~~irm::nGlli :;, in !Xilln1: a1,n Houston 
Ce;1•n-'.;i_c.:~ r ·.;c -.~t:1..c~ ~-~r1~r~.::c -~11: . ., "' ~:r-~ . :-10\~;2 und ' r.;: . • Bl e dG<Jf."! be 
;-r~ i tf'. i. ·: r•cd -~\-:· ~; c :r"r z. joi ,! ;;1 :r ~-· i ··; ·, , ~ ·x·s . . -i c .Lcl s s. s,d :-: r,c1 o l .nn~ 
i~rurn ;::;.r. cl i. 2' -. ,:c:·· :i.'bl_:-- to 1::, fu::::.i.- :iec ;; ;1;: r. f,)C ,, f ."1.l"idm; ann 
i 1t~-:'n11"·~~t \ ~iJl ; :1. ~ !.! 1_:,:1,~.:: • . ..; .:. :1\.~V, .. Jn ·~a~ .. C!.) U~~J.y :.tsc J b':',' c. n J~~ri

C 1J.l ~1..!~c,: 1 __.::::.;: :;-~n :.:.on .. 01.•: .:cJ.." o 

To c ~t c T '.,, Ye r.r,t rcc:civnd tht: &:1!11::.c::-.•~:i.on bl·,ml: 1.'rorn :ra1. 
1:. Po :10.rvey. 

Yom•s t1u l y, 

1. ·,-:. r:o,·!an , 
~ccretnry. 

I 
' 





':_iRS. A. B. DEMENT, Chairman 
•OS South En.st Fourth Avenue 

Minero) Wcllo, Tcxns 

MRS. I. W. ROWAN, &cr,tar11 
Supcrvisini,c Home 

Dcn,onsttntion Agent 
Prairie View, Texas 

BETTER HOMES IN AMERICA 

TEXAS STATE COMMITTEE FOR COLORED CITIZENS 



...,1.,1.i ri e Vie ,._, , '!':-ixmi , 
:~arch 4, 193:'i 

"rr; o ;, • B. ;:tcFcn t 
?OB i;outh ?nr, t r.-ourth _._,,,"?nuo 
·.•.tner11l i','n llr;, ·rexnr: . 

Deing out of the office until )~cbruery 2?'!:h hns cnuood 
rne to r,o no fm• bchi!lcl s:-; i th 1·1:1 cor;·c::ipon,~ence 11nt E ·r 
um rm, ·1 l:,r n: he.med. I w~ s e;lnr1 to :recc ivP- ycur lct·~nr of 
Fo1iruo:ry 10th fl nd note 1,ith cerc ul:. thnt you rl2..y. 

Is the ~,1_r;, . ',n·ters of ?yler one ~,rr:. !,oi::; '.'a torn in nt
tcndance ,! t. 1;J10 StP..tc FP-derat; ion of Colorod - or:en' o Clubs 
in ' ·'arsh:i.11 lirnt July? mr so, I -;,oulct sur:g(,st nrs . ... ntors 
as Corref;pond 1 nf; flecrc ta :ty. I will be rlc:d t o ::;end out 
the lcttel:' you ·,.1lll Jircp~_rc ~o r,o to the courity r hni:naen nblfl 
hope to find come UJ)On ,~y retu1·n to the off:l.cc on the 19th. 

If it will not be poMi. hle to havo i- fN : . '?'atcrs serve fHJ 

r.orreBpondine Sccreta:ry I ,~ou1 r1 nPmP. our ' ~or.;c DcMonGtrn t ion 
f,eont in h3.rton, To::.ro.s, '.~hcrton Cou.TJ.ty, ~Trr,. E, B. 8nvnnnnho 

I will be in J.ir.llan ourinr: the net!:er Hemes 7:xpcwit i cm •·arch 
l ? ·~o 27 ( about ~~arch 22 to 25). Do you considor this a f'Ood 
time am'! plncc for the r;tatc Committee to ge t 1;~v,ottc:r? 

r.m:g 

Yourn tru • y, 

I. w. P.owan, District 
Home Demons tre t 1 en Ap:,c nt • 



t BETTER HOMES IN AMERICA 



' 



" rs. A. Bo De?1ent, 

b 

?re ir ie Vi c,o: • Tcx::i s 
:'arch 20, 1933 

'70~ South I-:aat 4th Avenue 
Mineral "cllEi, Texas. 

A notifi co.tion of D chanBc o f 1htes f or the Better Homes 
Exposition and conference r-,-~ " n llas to " a rch 31 to ,\pri 1 
10th with t~ Confer• n~e on ;J:r· il '7th haEJ caused me to 
chane;c •ny it i nerory. Ins teen of the pro11osca 00~1mi t t ec 
meetine; on !~nrch 2f n s previc,1:nly set, ITl!l Y we not mee t on 
April ?th'2 

•• ill ans-r.cr your r.:essacc of " :irch 12 imneo i a t o2ly. 

T'R:g 

( 

Yours truly, 

I. ','J. Rowan, 
secretl'lry. 





' .'.r~·. ·A. n. De~-•cnt, 

Droiric Vim; , Te:r.:ns, 
n1rch 22, 1933 

?OR south :::ast / onr·i;h AV<:lnuc 
"·' incral :e lls, '.['ex~ s. 

In reply to ycur l e tter of ~'arch 12, \': ill s ny thr-: t T am 
lookin~ for':'mrd to our State <;om•1 itten conference nnc'! to 
thn net . er !icnes :•';010.si tion and Gon.fercnce with th0 kccn
ost interest. sure 0 you may , eponc1 upo:ri nc to fls~ist in 
lil.'.lkinc our ,rnrk mor effective b:t cctchinr: those surreG
tions '.;hnt c ·-n &nd shoulcl be pasi:ed on to om:· r,ro11p. 

!c!r R. :!nVP-nnah 11ill b e in my office on •1arch 24~ at·· r:hfoh 
tiIOO, l r1ill talk ni th her at length concorninr the [10d
tion o:f' Corresponding ~ecrctary f or the : ta1;e Cor1nitteo. 

Thrmks for the opportunity to brine picture:; of our \"/Ork in 
home ir1provcment. I r:ill attom">t to make :t11collection fr om 
my n~cnt~ for this purpose. 

The blnnk for mcrnberr.hip in the T. J;. C. • • C. has been re
ceive· • 

Yours truly, 

I. w. Rowan, secretary. 



, BETTER ROMES IN AMERICA 
An Educational Organization Incorporated in the State of Delaware, 1923 

1653 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 

WASHINGTON, D C. 

February 8, 1933. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

HERBERT HOOVER, Honorary Chairman 
RAY LYMAN WILBUR, Prcsid<nt 
l\IRS. LILLIAN l\l. GILBRETH 
JOHN M. GRIES 
CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 
MISS HARLEAN JAMES 
l\lRS. W. F. LAKE 
MRS. WILLIAM BROWN l\lELONEY 
WILLIAM STANLEY PARKER 
MRS. HAROLD IRVING PRATT 
Jl!RS. JAl\lES J. STORROW 
JAl\lES FORD, Executive Dirttlor 

TO STATE CHAIRMEN AND SECRETARIES: 

A list of the persons wh o have a c cepted district, 
county o r local chairma nships in y ou r Sta te s ince January 
1st is enclosed , Pl eas e let us know o f any errors or omis
sions, On March 1st w 0 plan t o send you a complete list of 
all accepted chairmen in your State u p to that date, 

It would be most helpful if you could send to us 
within the nex t two weeks your recommendat i ons for chairmen 
for any of the count ies or cities in y our State in which we 
have no t yet secured acceptances for t he 1933 campaign, If 
we can receive such reco mmendation s a nd make the appoint
ments this month it ~ill g i ve t ho se communities and counties 
sufficient time jn which to organiz e their committees and 
plan their programs for Better Homes Week, 

Please let us know of any special problems which 
your committee faces on which we might be able to render 
assistance. 

With our very best wishes for a successful cam
paign, 

DB 
Encl. 

Very sincerely yours. 
(

·1 

""~ r-J (i\,,~ t"cY'-~\ 
U Executive Director, 

Better Homes in America. 



BETTER HOMES IN AMERICA 

TEXAS STATE COMMITTEE FOR COLORED CITIZENS 

MRs. A. B. DEMENT, Chairman 
703 South E:ist Fourth A venue 

Mineral Wells, Tcx11e 

MRS. I. \V. Row AN' Sccreta,..,, 
Supervising Horne 

Demonstration A~cnl 
Proirie View, Tex:LB 

llrs. I. w. Rowan 

llineraJ. Wells, Texas 
Jiarch 28, 1933 

Sec'y Texas State Committee for Colored Citizens 
Prairie View, Texas 

Dear lfr s . Rowan : 

Your letter of !larch 22nd, received 
with appreciat :i.on. Happy to know it will be _convenient 
for you to be present A.1-Jril ?, 1933 and that we 1:i"hall 
have some chance to get together. 

I ran in for a few minutes Friday, 
March 24th, at Prairie View to see you but found you 
out of office. Had thought perha]..Js I might have this 
tentative .1-JTogram approved as our other plans for 
getting tog~ther had failed. One of the programs is 
enclosed,kindly make any corrections you feel will 
help, and I shall appreciate your getting the enclosed 
information to the workers. You have a 11.st of them, 
do you not"? 

Hope your conference with :Mrs. 
Savannah proved successful. Feel. terribly glad that 
you have consented to bring along some pictures. 
Space will be gi~en us for all of our program at 
10:30 a.m. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon, 
I am 



r.1rs. L. n. De r.ient 
708 S. East 4th Avenue 
U.nernl ~·Jells, 'i'exv. s 

Dear Llrs. De k ent: 

April 2, 19:.S::3 

I nm in recej_ -ot of :roui-> lotter of 
recent de.to. 

The attac~1ed letter and program vms 
mailed to the county chs irmen on 
i',t>l'il 1. :.:rs. Savmm8_h has o.c
cepted the duties or Gor1,es.9onding 
Secretn.ry f'or oul" State Committee 
and will accompany me to Dallas on 
tho 7th. 

I','/R ; ;;1 
Encl. 3 

Yom~s very truly, 

I. d . Ro';1an, 
Sunr. Hoi!le Dem. Itg on t. 



-

~'pril 6, 1933 

Hrs. A. ~~ - DeJ-Ient, 
'708 Gou.th r.c1,st ~-'ourth Ave . , 
:.:inernJ. ··:e l lr,, Texo.s. 

!iy dcnr 7-:rs . Des!ent: 

'fhmtlc you for youl' 1ette:r of' !:a xch 28th 
[,;,nd. for the copy o f the e;rn E:llent letter 2.ncl p rogram 
~hich you sent to onch o f the workers in your Gtate . 
Such "· :H'O'."','rr..m v1 i 11 doubtless be ver y h e l pJul to your 
di vision, county , rmrl loca l ch :i.i rr:1cn in 1•:orkinc; out; 
their plr'..nS for the observance of Better J";o 1c1es ·.eek . 

1.1 e r1.re nm.kin<2; a noto of the f2.ct tl:at you 
v, ish a list o f t l~e 1.1orke~rs in you:r s to.te sent t o 
e G.ch of the five me:nbers of yom:· St :o.te Comi,!i ttee, 
r1hose nmues you list in yoUl' l e 'l:·ter. If ;7 e :c:i.ncl it 
possible to L'lalrn a n un-to-dn:t e list of t he nee epted 
~hBirmen in your s t ~t~, we uill be very e lnd to· Gee 
that a copy is s ent to each o f ~1ese pcrsons,as you 
reouest. 

KL:BN 

~"11th very b efft 1,;ishes, I m1 

Ve-ry sincerely yauro , 

f.~dmini strn:t;i ve i\.s si stn.nt, 
Better Eames in li.meric a . 



;,!n.y 10, 1g33 

Hr:J. A. B. !Jel!cmt, 
708 Sou·i;h ':e,st J."ou:rth J\Venne, 
Hiners:l ','!ells, Te:rn,s . 

l!Y de:.~r F:re. JJe!!cnt: 

Th;).nk you v0ry much :for your 
let·ter of ?1ny 5th, ,mrl the a ccoElpnnyinr; :r.-epor ·~ blank 
whioh you f illed out. 

'£his ,'1h1 'i;e questionnaire was 
sen-t to you ·-:1i th the ncoompanyinc :form letJHJr to coun·cy 
n.nd local ch::i.irnen so thnt you mir;ht be inf'onrnd o f the 
type of report l)l~u1k, r1h ich ·::e sent out ·~o ou1· looRl 
chE1.i:rrnen for ·theil' use in reportinr; on Better Hornes 
demonstrat ions. Uince you have fi lled t his out fol' 
the uor:1n1unity o f Hinera l ·.iells, ':le £:S81.tme it indic ates 
the ·11ork 17hich 1:7a3 conducted in that comnunity, ~.lthour~h 
oux records d.o not sho\'J thr..t ~e have r~n accepted c hair
man there. If yon have appoin·tetl c,, loon.l chnirnnn f'o:r 
};inera l ·:ells kindly let us have her ne.me r.-nd address 
so that our records lilO.Y be complete. 

'.l'he auestionnaire f or the use 
of s t ute OomuU;tees is being p repared ancl n copy will 
be sent to you u s soon ns it is avai l nble for your use 
in reporting on 'the 1313t ter 1lo1:1es ·::ork ·-,:h ich nP..s or[~r:mi z
ed unde r your direction as 8 tate m!nir~rn. 

'I, t:! have mr1.de note o i the fact 
that Hrs . B, LL savannah is s erving; as tho Correspondinr~ 
s ecre tary of your State Co®1ittee . ~m I correct in 
aasllli11ng that !'.rs . J. B. Oonno r of '."fa.«.o, and P:rs . ~L ''! . 
''iat ers of Fa.rt 11:orth, '.'lhom you mentioned in your l etter 
a re se:rving a s mer!1bers of' your !3tate Corn:1i ttee 'l 

KL:BH 

~.'/'1th very best ,7ishes, I nm 

Very sincerely your s , 

~~-u_ 
Adm1nistrP.ti ve Aesi st ant , 

Detter Homes in America. 



MRS. A. B. DEMENT, Chafrman 
70S South Enst Fourth Avenue 

Minernl \Velis, Tcxn~ 

Mns. I. \V. ROWAN, &crctaru 
Sur,crvisinR Home 

Dcmonstrat.ion Ar,-cnl 
Prairie: View, Texos 

BETTER HOMES IN AMERICA 

TEXAS STATE COMMITTEE FOR COLORED CITIZENS 

lClineral Wells, Texas 
llarch 28, 1933 

Workers of "Better Homes in America". 
Greetings: 

Know tha.t I a.m happy to have an interested person 1 ike 
you to direct the work in your section. Emphasize our program 
during Week of A~ril 23-30th. 

Let ~s each make a de:fini te contribution towa rd the ta.sk 
of making the J!1~gro home a better physical and B!liritual entity,too, 
if we can do our best in mc:.tkjng a beautiful environment for the 
Negro child during his formative years. ·:ref sha-11 be shar fog our 
priviledge with the builders of a nation in maldng successful citizen 
out of the Negro youth of this Country. 

Let us endeavor to knov, where our people 1 ive and how 
they live thoughout this state, urging them to feel the responsi
bility that is theirs of having clean, well-ordered homes, and the 
responsibility that is theirs jn creating the ideal of beautiful 
home life. 

Let the unsightliness of our Colored neighborhood dis
appear in exc~ange for beauty and ordiliness. See every Negro 
child happy,healthy,contented and protected. Build ourselves along 
lines of highest '~developement, and thereby ass :i st in the great 
cause of social bette rment. 

For remember: 
Better Homes in Amerj_ca is an educational organii'.,ation under the 
control of a. Board of Directors of outstanding .i,)ersons; it we.a 
initiated in 1922 by lira William Brown Meloney und as. advisory 
council of which our former President Calvi.n Coolege was honorary 
head. Dr. Lyman Wilbur Secretary of the Interior is President; 
and Dr. James Ford Executive Director. 

Keep your local newsl)aper advised of plc:ns of your cornmunity;urge 
extensive publicity. 

DIVIS ION, COUNTY AlJD LOCAL CHAIRHEN; i .Just &fter Be.t ter Homes Week 
you will rec , ive a QUESTIONAIRE from READQUARTERS--BE SURE AND FILL 
THIS OUT REPORTING EVERYTHING ACCOHPLISHED IN YOUR TERRITORY--
AND RETURN TO BK TER HOHES IN AUERICA 42 BROP.IJVrAY N.b.'W YORK Cl 'YY. 
NOT LA.TF:R. THAN J!AY 2?, 1933. So that you and TEXA9 may get credit 
for your work. 

I wish again to than\ you for your cooperation, and I 
beg you to continue your interest. 

As a tentative program for your thouf;ht and criticism, 
may I suggest the enclosed -a-n- for "Bette r Homes Week". 

Yours truly, 

.r,.btt ~ --(/-,PRES. 

:J7. (~ ,SEC'Y 



SUGGEST!~ PROGRAJ.l 
(Vary to suit local needs) 

April 23-30, 1933 

Sunday: Sermons by the Mi nisters. 
(a) The Home of :Uary and )fu.~tha 
(b) The Family Bible in the Home and shovr how it h e l.J:)s 
the church. Urge family church attendance. 

llonday: Home Beautification 
(a) Remodeled House 
b Refurnished living room. 
c Well planned and equipped kitchen. 
d Attractively furnished porch. 
e Attractive use of color. 
f Flower exchange and yard landscaping. 

Tuesday:
11 

Own a Home Drive 
(a l· What~o look for in buying. 
(b Thrift- a sta rting point. 
c How to finance the purchasing of a home. 

ld Find percent of home owners in your community. 

Wednesday: Model Home 
( a) Use QBe~- o:-f your own or borrow· one. 
(b l Borrow furnishings. 
(c Open to visitors. 
(d Stress single f amily houses a nd remodelings 

to reconditioning old houses. 
{e) Use uplift agencies in discussion of Child's duty to 

the Home, a nd du t y of Home to the child. 

(b Furniture made from old boxes. 

Thursday: Handcraft Exhibits and Citiz ensh ip 
( a l Furniture made from old pieces. 

(c Rugs-hooked,crocheted,etc. 
(d Odd pieces reconditioned. 
What kind of citiz ens are develop ing and how? 

Fiiday: Community Projects. 
(a) Yard and Garden Contests--Ba ckya rd a nd alley. 
(b) Graveled and lighting streets. 
(c) Work and pla,yground a nd recrea tional centers. 
(d) Visit schools, clubs a nd lodge s. Discuss cooperation 

the home may g ive each organiza tion. 

Saturday: Budget Day 
(A) Family income, expenses, Profit and Loss 
(b) Insurance (house,furniture,and life) 
(c) Keep a daily record of expenses and income. 
(d) Uake a will. 

F.S. Kindly send a copy of your report to Better Homes in 
America Headqua rters,42 Broadway,New York, City,N.Y., and 
~,Zto my office,A. B. Dellent,?08 s. E. 4th Ave.,Mineral Wells, 
Texas,Chairman of your activities. Thanks. 
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