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BETTER HOMES IN AMERICA

An Educational Organization Incorporated in the State of Delaware, 1923

1653 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
HERBERT HOOVER, Honarary Chairman
WASHINGTON' D. C. RAY LYMAN WILBUR, President

MRS. LILLIAN M. GILBRETH
JOHN M. GRIES
CHRISTIAN A, HERTER

MISS HARLEAN JAMES
January 16, 1933. MRS. W. F. LAKE

MRS. WILLIAM BROWN MELONEY
WILLIAM STANLEY PARKER
MRS. HAROLD IRVING PRATT
MRS. JAMES J. STORROW

MI‘S- I- ,ﬂ.. Rom’ JAMES FORD, Executive Director
Supervising Home Demonstration Agent,

Prairie View,

Texas.

My dear Mrs. Rowan:

We are delighted to learn from Mrs. A. B. De Ment, Chairman of the Texas
Better Homes in Americe Committee for Colored Citizena, that you will serve as
Secretary of her State Committee.

Enclosed you will find a memorandum on the work of State Better Homes
Commi ttees and, under separate cover, I am sending to you two coplea each of
our 1933 Guidebook and of our other publicaticna, including book and pamphlet
bibliographies, You will find, also, some reprinta from The Southern Werkman,
by Miss Blanche Halbert, which describe the work of local Negro Better Homes
Campaigns of earlier years,

Attached you will find also a 1list of the local colored appointments
which we have made in Texas for the 1933 Campaigne

Hereafter we shall send to you copies of our letters which go to the
State Chairman and vice versa so that you will each be informad of any devel-
ments in the correspondence with your State.

As soon &3 letterheads are prepared for the State Committee we shall send
a supply to you as well as to Mrs. De Ment, tozether with stamped envelopes,
Meanwhile we are sending ten of our business reply envelopes for use in corres-
pondence with this office and an equal number of our regular stamped envelopes
for correspondence with Mrs. De Ment and others until the letterheads and
atamped envelopes are ready to be sent to you,

At this time of the year the most important thing which a State Committee
can do is to select county and local chairmen so that they can get to work on
their local programs Jjust as scon as possible. We will, of course, send Gulde-
books and other campaign materials to each local and county chairman,

After you have had opportunity to look over the material which we have sent
to you, please let me know 6f any questions which 1t may raise in your mind or of
any further information which you may needs



Mrs. I. W. Rowan -2 - January 16, 1933,

We deeply appreciate your cooperation in the National Better Homea Move-
ment as Secretary of the State Committee for Texas and belleve that you will
find thia a form of publiie service of exceptional interest and lasting value.

Very sincerely yours,

Executive Director,
Better Homea in America,
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April 2, 193

lirs. £. BD. De Lient
0B 8. Fest 4th Avenue
Yineral ‘ells, Wexas

NDear llrz. De hkient:

I am in receiot of your letfer of
recent date.

The attached letter and program was
mailed to the county chsirmen on
Anyil 1, GRrs, Savsnnai las sc-
cepted the cduties of Corresponding
Secretary for our § bte Committee
and will accompany me to Dallas on
the 7th,

Yours very truly,

I, . Howan,
Sunr, Home Dem. Agont.

T.gyews
Fncl. 3
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lrs. A. 3. Dellent,
708 South East *ourth ave.,
Mineral ells, Texas.

iy dear lrs. Dellent:

Thank you Tor your letter of arch 28th
end for the copy of the excellent letter and program
which you sent fto each of the workersz in  your 4tate.
Such o nrooram 7ill doubtless be vory helplul to your
division, county, and local chnirmen in working out
their olang for the observance of Rettexr Nones " eck.

Wie rre makine 2 note of the foect that you
wish a list of the workers in your State sent to
gach of the five members of your State Committee,
Those nemes you list in your letter., If we Tind 1%
possible to make an un-to-daote list of the accepted
chairmen in your State, we will be very glad to scee
that o copy 1s sent to each of these persons,as vou
recuest.

With very best wishes, I an
Very sincerely yours,

ST o G

Administrative Assistant,
Better liomes in ,imerica.

KL:BRN
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\\Q BETTER HOMES IN AMERICA
Q

% TEXAS STATE COMMITTEE FOR COLORED CITIZENS

MRS. A. B. DEMENT, Chairman
708 South East Fourth Avenue
Mineral Wells, Texas

Mns. I. W. RowaN, Sccretary

Supervising Home ineral We 1ls > Texas
Demonstration Agent Bar Ch 28 ’ 1933

Prairie View, Texas

Workers of "Better Homes in America".
Greetings:

Know that I am happy to have an interested person like
you to direct the work in your section. ZEmphasize our program
during Weeck of April 23-30th.

Let _us each make a definite contribution towesrd the task
of making the megro home a better physical and spiritual entity,too,
if we can do our best in making a bezsutiful environment for the
Negro child during his formative years. Ve shall be sharing our
priviledge with the builders of a nation in making successful citizen
ocut of the Negro youth of this Country.

Tet us endeavor to know where our people live and how
they live thoughout this state, urging them to feel the responsi-
bility that is theirs of having clean, well-ordered homes, and the
responsibility that is theirs in creating the ideal of beautiful
home 1life.

Let the unsightliness of our Colored neighborhood dis-
appear in excrange for beauty and ordiliress. See every Negro
child happy,hezlthy,contented and protected. Build ocurselves along
lines of highest’developement, and thereby assist in the great
cauge of socizl betterment.

Tor remember:

Better Homes in America is an educational organization under the
control of a Board of Directors of outstanding persons; it wes
initiated in 1922 by Mrs William Brown Meloney and as advisory
council of which our former President Calvin Coclege was honorary
head. Dr. Lyman Wikbur Becretary of the Interior is President;
and Dr. James Ford Executive Director.

Keep your local newspaper advised of plens of your community;urge
extensive publicity.

DIVISION,COUNTY AND LOCAL CHAIRMEN;?Just zfter Better Homes Week
you will rec: ive a QUESTIONAIRE from HEADQUARTERS--BE SURE AND FILL
THIS OUT REPORTING EVERYTHING ACCOMPLISHED IN YOUR TERRITORY--
AND RETURN TO BE. TER HOMES IN AMERICA 42 BROADWAY NEW YORK C1YY.
NOT TATER THAN MAY 2%, 1933. So that you and TEXAS may get credit
for your work,

I wish again to thaniyou for your cooperation, and I
beg you to continue your interest. L.

As a tentative program for your thought and criticism,
may I suggest the enclosed en-for "Better Homes Week".

Y
PR
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\ N SUGGESTIVE PROGRAM
\\Q (Vary to suit local needs)
April 23-30, 1833

Sunday: Sermens by the Ministers.

(a) The Home of Mary and Marstha

(b) The Family Bible in the Home and show how it helps
the church. Urge family church attendance.

Monday: Home Beautification

(a) Remodeled House

Refurnished 1living roomn.

Well planned and equipped kitchen.
Attractively furnished porch.
Attractive use of color.

Flower axchange and yard landscaping.

HO o0 o

Tuesday.' Own a2 Home Drive

{a) Whatto look for in buying.

{(b) Thrift- a starting point.

ic How to finance the purchasing of a home.

d) Find percent gf home owners in your community.

Wednesday: Model Home

(a) Use ere-of your own or borrow one.

{(b) Borrow furnishings.

(c) Open to visitors.

(d) Stress single family houses and remodelings
to reconditioning old houses.

(e) Use uplift agencies in discussion of Child's duty to
the Home, and duty of Home to the child.

Thursday: Handcraft Bxhibits and Citizenship
a}) Furniture made from old pieces.
b} Furniture made from old boxes.
¢) Rugs-hooked,crocheted,etc.
d) 0dd pieces reconditioned.
What kind of citizens are developing and how?

Friday: Community Projects.

(a) Yard and Garden Contests--Backyard and alley.

(b) Graveled and lighting streets.

(c) Work and playground and recreational centers.

(d) Visit schools, clubs and lodges. Discuss cooperation
the home may give each organization.

Saturday: Budget Day

{A) Family income, expenses, Profit and Loss
(b) Insurance (house,furniture,and life)

(c) Keep a daily record of expenses and incone.
(d) Yake a will.

P.S. Kindly send a copy of your report to Better Homes in
America Headquarters,42 Broadway,New York, City,N.¥., and

Jto my office,A. B. DeMent,708 S. E. 4th Ave.,Mineral Vells,
rexa8,Chairman of your activities. Thanks.
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