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Prairie View Alumni and Bx-Students Association 
Tentative Plan for J,;ernbe rship Drive 

O. J. Thomas, Chai rrnan :t,;er,1bfl rship Cammi ttee 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

No organization is any stronger than its membership. My thorough be
lief in this statement as a f'ac t is doubless responsible for ray appearance 
here today as your mP.mbership chail'P.lan. 

I have been in:"ormfld that since /)rincipal gmeritus Banks came to Prairie 
View, 4045 pP.ople have received their Bachelor df!gI''"!P.S here; to say nothing 
of the 93 who have recP.ived their J.'a~ter's degrees, and the thousands of 
other graduates and former students who have passed through Prairie View. 
Vihile these graduates and ex-stu:l.ents are scattered throughout the world, 
many are located in Texas in responsible positions. 

In this group lies inestimablP. potential stren1,th that could bf! utilized 
not only for the well being of Prairie View, but for the 1Jegroes of' Texas 
and the Southwest. 

Durio~ the past two years that I have served you in this c~pac ity , with 
the cooperation of our outstanding leaders in their se ve ral comnuni ties we 
have enrolled in 1945, :-576 members, making 1:1 tot,~l of 1061. VJ hile these num
bers are far above the approximately 100 that we were enrolling the sur.face 
has not yet been scratchAd - of course the war has been in process and that 

;. , is a good excuse, but thP. war is over now and our new l'r•isident has alread:'l' 
• announced ~ prograr calline for at lP. nst 35 local clubs - v!j th the s e clubs 

and vlith your full cooperation I see no reason why we should not enroll at 
least 1500 rner.;bers by May, 1947. 

' I 

Our tentative plan is as fol lows: 
1. Encourage enrollraeut at the November homecoruing by having on hand 

at the meeting and the dance member.ship clP.rks to receive fees and 
is!:lue membership cards to all pe:-sons who enroll. 

v 2. Lli t iat" a drive January 1, 194? throu£!:h the 50 odd members of the 
membership cor11mi ttee already appointed by the president and through 
all local clubs. 

-.J Each collector is to make a Progress report on March 1 and 11'.ay 1. '!his 
will greatly facilitate matters in record kAeping and le s 3en work on Alumni 
Day. Supplen,entary reports can be made at the l~ay meeting • 

..-/ Each collector will give his recAipt and upon :reporting to the Chair
man at Prairie View. l:Amhers.hip cards will be mailed to him immediately al
ready filled out. In sending in reports Collectors are ure:,'8d to send a list 
0 f all members and their titles of all members and their titles and addresses. 

b_ !.:embership cards will caJTy a number. All members will keep their cards 
and bring them to the }l.ay meeting; to be used in Voting , etc. 
\ 1 [ u ' I' ' • • , • ) . l' - · '•·;' \ I ' • I ') 

<o I f f -, l -• ' f'-' C., ✓ • • I • • J\,, '- ,• 
As cbai man of your committee I I em soliciting your full· coo

0

pera tion 
in making this year a banner year for membership - with a strong organizaticn 
vie can, mean much for the growth and development of our Al.ma Mater, without 
it we can only give -~:f,e-s service and waste our timA in wistful thinking. 
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